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PREFACE. 


Lord William Bentikck, Governor General 
of British India, determined to visit Ajmeer in 
the early part of the year 1832 , and invited 
thither to meet him all the principal Rajas and 
Chiefs of Rajisthan. Amongst the earliest 
vdio presented themselves, was the celebrated 
leader of Puthan freebooters, the Nnwab 
Ameer-ood-Boula Mohummnd Ameer Khan. 
He carne from Tonk, a possession wrested from 
the Jypoor Raj by the Holkur branch of the 
. Mahratta power, and obtained by the Puthan 
from Juswunt Rao in the settlement made 
between the two chiefs, after the conclusion 
of the Mahratta War of 1803 - 6 . This place, 
with Rampoora, and some territory surrounding, 
were secured to Ameer Khan in the treaty 
concluded with him by the Marquess of Hastings 
in 1818 , and has since become his principal 
place of residence. He holds also Seronj in 
Malwa, Ne emahera, Perawa, and some other 
pergunas in Mewar, and is the lord of an 
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independent territory, yielding altogether from 
twelve to fifteen lakhs of rupees. 

The manners, the appearance, and every 
thing about the Moosulman soldier of fortune, 
were in perfect contrast with the hereditary 
princes of Rajisthan, — the slaves of forms and ce- 
remonious etiquette, whose lives are passed with- 
in palace walls, in the search of selfish, sensual 
enjoyments, diversified with occasions of osten- 
tatious display to gratify a pompous ignorant 
pride. The Putlian came to the door of tile 
audience-tent very plainly dressed, and with no 
display of state. He rode in a common open 
palkee, with one or two of his sons and 
principal officers on horse-back alongside, 
.and with altogether not more than twenty 
attendants. The high polish of the Courts 
of Dehlee and Lukhnou was, of course, not to 
he looked for in the manners of a man who 
had raised himself from nothing : hut the 
roughness of the soldier was tempered with the 
easy good breeding of the man of the world, and 
the impression made by Ameer Khan’s first 
address, was highly favourable. In conversa- 
tion he was franks affable, and lively, fond of 
anecdote, and ready in repartee. He greeted 
every body he knew before, personally, or by 
character, with a good humoured profession of 
joyful recognition, and with the ease of a man 
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accustomed to deal with strangers, and with peo- 
ple of all characters and professions. At the 
interview with the Governor General he was 
himself every thing, his sons and surdars sat as 
mute listeners, and his vukeels and ministers 
had no call, and no opportunity to thrust in a 
word. 

Ameer Khan is a stout-built, hale-looking 
man for his years, whereof he numbers no less 
than sixty-five. He is rather under the middle 
height of Europe, and his countenance is decid- 
edly Jewish. His features are capable of all' 
expressions, and are lighted up sometimes with 
much animation, but a stranger, whom it might 
not be his study to please, would be able to 
detect, on close observation, many traits and 
expressions of very sinister boding. There is 
enough in the pages which follow to prove that 
he must be the most finished actor and 
dissembler in India, and perhaps in the world. 

The interview of Ameer Khan with Lord 
William Bentinck was extended to much 
beyond the usual length. The conversation 
never flagged, but was full of anecdote and 
repartee on the Ameer’s part; and it was evi- 
dent that he took delight in recurring to the 
stirring scenes in which his past life had been 
spent. He answered without any reserve all 
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questions put to him on the subject of his 
exploits, acknowledging freely his errors and 
failures, and. not taking any pains to gloss over 
the motives of those of his actions, which were 
of most ambiguous morality. In the course of 
thisintervicAv, thePuthan chief, perceiving that 
his details were listened to with eager curiosity, 
stated, that he' had caused a book to be written 
of his adventures ; and he offered to send a copy 
to the gentleman who officiated as the medium 
of conversation. The offer was, under the 
Governor General’s sanction, thankfully accept- 
ed, and the book, when sent afterwards, appear- 
ing on a cursory inspection to be written with 
spirit, and to partake of the same style of 
graphic anecdote, which characterized the chief’s 
conversation, a few chapters were translated as 
specimens at moments of leisure. The whole 
was completed in the shape in which it is 
presented, during a voyage down the Jumna, 
from Agra to Allahabad. 

The Translator’s office is but an humble one 
to assume before the world. It has been taken 
up in this instance partly for amusement, and 
from being drawn into it by degrees ; but mainly 
from the conviction, that a Memoir of this kind 
cannot fail to prove a valuable addition to the 
records which exist of Indian history. Of many 
facts of first-rate importance, it affords the very 
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best evidence, that of the principal actor or 
perpetrator, -while there is much in the -work 
besides to gratify mere curiosity ; and to those 
•who take an interest in the conduct and motives, 
the character and habits of life, of the men who 
figure prominently on the historic page of 
India, the book will have the recommendation 
of lifting the veil with a reckless ingenuousness, 
that would, in many instances, be startling to 
credulity, were the tales told of any, but the 
actual narrator. Some allowance must be made 
for a little egotism and gasconade in a veteran 
of no education, surrounded by those who delight 
to uphold him as the champion of the faith, 
and the hero of his age and nation. The model 
ofRoostum and Asfendiar, the heroes of Per- 
sian romance, appears to have been everpresent 
to the too poetic imagination of the Compiler: 
but with all the defects incident to this spirit 
of exaggeration, when the feats and personal 
prowess of the Ameer are under relation, the 
history cannotbe charged as unfaithful : for there 
is never any attempt to represent as a victorj'-, 
what was in fact a defeat. The single arm of 
the Ameer always performs prodigies, whether 
victory or defeat follow ; and if the former, every- 
thing else of course sinks into the shade, and 
our hero has the whole glory: on the other 
hand, some blunder of others, or some untoward 
accident, and freak of fortune is always put- 
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forward, to account for a discomfiture. What 
else could be expected in the Memoir of a living 
chief? 

Ameer Khan is not, as was the Emperor Baber, 
a scholar, as well as a soldier. The present 
work, therefore, cannot be regarded as an equal- 
ly complete piece of auto-biography, with the 
volume lately presented to the European world, 
with so much advantage, by Mr. Erskine. The 
compilation has, however, been made under the 
chief’s dictation, and is executed by his 
Moonshee ,• and the personal adventures are told 
with such circumstance of time and place, as to 
bear.intrinsic evidence of the quarter whence the 
story has emanated. The book is the adopted, 
if not the real, offspring of the hero of the tale. 
It was presented by the Ameer as his own his- 
tory of his own life, and the relation in which 
the author stood, and still stands, towards him, 
fully warranted his so representing it. The 
Memoir is consequently, as complete a piece of 
auto-biography, as it is possible to have of an 
uneducated chief like Ameer Khan. The style 
and bookrmaking attributes it possesses, are all 
that he is not responsible for. 

Now, if there is any one branch of Indian 
History in which our materials are defective, it 
is this — we-want the lion sculptors. Whenever 
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any extensive o23eration is undertaken by the 
British Government in India, there are not 
wanting ambitious officers, both Civil and Mili- 
tary, to explain to the public all that is done, 
and to set forth the motives and views of those 
who have regulated the movement. If these 
are misrepresented, or if they are open to cavil, 
there is the periodical press, and there are, as 
there ever have been, public men to move in 
Parliament, and elsewhere, for all papers relating 
to the occurrences. These are given forth from 
the official printing presses, in masses to over- 
whelm, the greatest glutton of an enquirer, and 
when the.interest of the day ceases, , they are 
consigned to the shelves of curious collectors, 
to be ransacked by ingenious ca\ullers of time 
to come. But all these publications — all this 
printed correspondence, is on one side. We 
have no spies in the enemy’s camp, nor any 
bulletins, manifestos, and state papers, through 
which wemay learn, atfirst hand, whatis passing 
amongst, and what is thought by our enemies. 
We conquer and take the country, and make out 
our own case before the world. Those we com- 
bat with are dumb, or silent. Every thing is 
represented coideur de rose for European valour, 
EurojDean skill, and energy, and moderation, 
and integrity, and whatever other virtues the 
narrators may choose to claim for their compa- 
triots. Very seldom is any voice heard on the 
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other side, or if a still small cry is raisedj it 
speaks to our countrymen in England in an 
unknown tongue. It is singular to remark, that 
since European actors first appeared in the field 
as competitors for empire in India, there should 
be but one native account of the transactions 
in which they were engaged, that is known even 
by name to the general reader — that is, the 
Seeri Mootalcimreen, written and translated in the 
days of Warren Hastings, fifty years ago : and 
although the interest with which this book is 
still sought and read, might have been expected 
to call forth many similar ; and assuredly, had 
the originals existed, would have insured their 
early translation, yet the interval from that time 
to the present is blank, and presents no similar" 
record of any credit or repute, or that is known 
at all in Europe, as the production of a native , 
of India. 

, Of this much desiderated class of works, the 
present volume is thus a rare specimen. It is 
also an extremely favorable one, as compared 
with any that have fallen under the translator’s 
perusal, in the course of a service in India of 
more than twenty-two years. Its claim to the 
indulgence, and to the approbation of the Euro- 
pean reader, must be judged with some reference 
to this criterion, but the . rarity of the class to 
which it belongs, is reason abundant for not 
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withholding it; and for the same cause it is 
evidently necessary, that it should be presented 
as nearly as possible in its original shape. 

It needs not to he disguised, that other ad- 
vantages are contemplated from the publication 
of Ameer Khan’s Memoirs, in the exact form in 
which he has himself chosen that they should 
appear. The Puthan is a witness to the status, 
of Central India, before the British Govern-’, 
ment stood forth in its supremacy to establish- 
order, whose evidence must satisfy the most, 
fastidious detractor from the merit of that 
course of policy. If, in the whole of this Me- / 
moir, partial as it is to its hero, and to the cause 
of freebooting independence, and inimical in ; 
sj)irit necessarily to European policy, there be i 
found a single circumstance, or an argument, ! 
or a representation of the state of things, pre- ’ 
vailing at any time, in any place, under any,‘ 
Native ruler, in the days of independelice, non- t 
interference and anarchy, that can be cited; 
against the wisdom of the determination to j 
subject the whole tract. to British rule — then j 
will the admirers of that policy, and the advo- j 
cates of the principle, that the public peace: 
ought to. be the great aim of all our political; 
measures in India, consent to be set down as; 
dolts and drivellers, insensible to liberal, and 
enlightened feelings, and to all regard for 
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national independence, and seeking the indul- 
gence of a meddling, self-aggrandizing policy, 
in the extinguishment of existing institutions 
and. forms of society. The theme, however, 
is a wide one, requiring a volume for its discus- 
.sion. It is merely designed to point out, that 
the Memoirs of the great Puthan freebooter 
possess a high value in their bearing on this 
particular question. 

A word or two will be expected, in regard to 
the style of the compilation, and its author. 
In a short, but very flowery Preface, the com- 
piler states his name to be Busawim Lai, the 
son of Tun-sook Raee, a Kayth by caste, and 
native of Belgram in Oudh, but for the last 
twelve years in the service of the iVuwab Ameer 
Khan, in the capacity of Naeeb Moonshee, 
(Deputy Secretary), under Raee Data Ram. 
The encouragement and urgent intreaty of the 
Ameer’s .eldest son, the NuWab Yuzeer-ood- 
Doula Mohummud Vuzeer Khan, a young man 
of considerable literary attainments, added to 
the command of the Ameer himself, are stated 
to be the motives for his undertaking the com- 
pilation, Though designed to record only the 
adventures and exploits of the Ameer, the pro- 
per explanation of these, with the motives of 
action, and the effect of his measures, has ne- 
cessarily led to much reference to other Chiefs, 
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and to the introduction of matters of general 
history, Tvith which, in the course of his eventful 
life, the Puthan Chief became connected. For 
such digressions the compiler makes an apo- 
logy, which the reader will be far from thinking 
necessary: His patience will be more likely 
to be tried by the sudden bursts into verse, in 
which, at all interesting points, the iMoonshee 
indulges. It is a misfortune, that he has ac- 
quired a facility of putting his prose into 
rhyme and metre, and has in consequence taken 
to himself the Tukhulloos, or poetical name of 
Shadan, (the merry), to justif}^ which his nar- 
rative is interspersed with these frequent out- 
breakings. If ever verse deserved the name of 
prose run mad, the poet Shaddn has the merit 
of producing such. Though laughable in itself, 
the translator has had much trouble in dealing 
with it.. To have omitted the verse entirely, 
would have involved, in some passages, the loss 
of part of the narrative. To have translated it 
into prose, would have been to exhibit it in a 
more ludicrous shape than it bears in the Per- 
sian, for the rhyme and rythm cover there the 
sins of much absurdity. Thus, in order to pre- 
serve the spirit of the original, and to make 
the narrative read in English something like 
the Persian, the translator has felt compelled 
to attempt, in most instances, to give verse 
for verse, omitting only those particular pas- 
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sages, which would not admit of an English 
dress. The translation does not aim to be 
literal, but to be idiomatic and correct, and to 
convey in English the spirit and meaning of 
the original, so far as the peculiarities of the 
language, into which the matter is rendered, 
would allow. Some quaintness, and much affec- 
tation might have been weeded, if the translator 
had deemed himself at liberty to consult the 
taste only of his European readers. It has 
been thought, however, that the work would be 
more acceptable if closely rendered, with all 
its faults and follies, than if mutilated, and 
re-manufactured, by the rule and square of mo- 
dern European book-making. 

HENRY T. PRINSEP. 


Calcutta, May, 1832. 
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CONTAINING THE EARLY ADVENTURES OF THE 
AAIEEK, TO THE DATE OF HIS ALLIANCE WITH 
JUSWUNT RAO HOLKUR. 


CHAPTER T. 


Introduction — Origin of the Afghans — their History to 
Salar Zye,from v:hom the Ameer is descended — of the 
coming of the Ameer’s Ancestors to Hindoostan — his 
hirth and hoyhood. 

The Iv’mvab(’) Ameerood-donla Molinmuiud Ameer 
Klian, Bobadoor, -was by birth an Afghan ; and, as this book 
is devoted to tracing his history, it ma}' be proper to 
premise some account of the origin of that tribe, and of 
his genealogy from first to last. Much of v'hat is here 
given vill be found in other histories, such as, in the 
MouIufMukhzun Afghanee,(') which is a history at length 


j li ^ a! j a! I 1 t—’ ^ ^ 

Some donbt has hitherto been' entertained, whether the name of tiiis 
celebrated Chief was properly Sleer Khan or Ameer Khan. This book 
seems to settle the question. His seal bears the Persian sentence 

1 j ^As. £7,o£/a khood 

Afeer Kftansaman ust asbabi inooUcuhilra— God himself is the steward for 
the goods of him that reties firmly on him. Tlie play of words may hare 
led to the notion, that the ChieFs name was Sleer Khan. 

B 





2 ORIGIN OF THE AFGHANS. 

\ 

of the Lodees and Soorpelis, who arrived at sovereignty- 
in Hindoostan; and in the Tuwareekhi Juhan-kusha, the 
Blujma Ul-nnsab,(') &c. from all which the substance 
has been extracted, so far as has appeared necessary for 
the purpose in hand. 

The Afghan tribe claims origin from.Mulik Taloot,(”*) 
(Saul) who was a great and good king of the sons of Israel. 
Thus, in the Koran, it is written — And tJieir, .projAtet 
said untoiUem, “ God has sent Taloot tohe Icing over yon." 
And they said, “ Verily the dominion over tis cannot he to 
him, for we are more worthy to reign than he; and he 
hath not the suhsiance wherewith to reign over us." And 
their prophet said — “ Hath not the Lord chosen him to 
rule over you, and augmented his capacity in hioioledge 
and in all kingly qualities, and know ye not that the 
Lord giveth dominion to whomsd he willeili, and is all 
ywiverful and 07nniscient and, again, in another place— - 
And God said, Ske ye not the tribes of the Sons of 
Isi-ael after Moses, 7 vhen they said to their prophet, 
“ ProcW'e for us a king that we may serve him in the xvay 
of the Lord/’ S^c. (^) The king Taloot here referred to had 
two sons, one BurheeajC-^) and the other Armeea.(^) When 
king David became king of Israel, in the room of Taloot, 
be brought up these.two sons of his predecessor, and pro- 
moted thein to high office: and, again, when Mehtiir 
(Prince) Solomon succeeded David, Armeea had a son 

' Uj I — liXi 

(3) In tlie Koran the latter part of this quotation occurs first . — Vide 
Sale's Koran, Chapter 77. . 
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named Afgliaaa,(') and Burbeea also bad a son, Tvbo -vras 
called Asuf. (-) Tbe latter became Prime Minister of tbe 
State, while Afgbana,’ bis cousin, devoted biraself to tbe 
military profession and commanded its armies. From 
this last the tribe of Afghans is descended. Their con- 
version to the faith of the trne Prophet happened thus : 
Khalid,(^) the son of M'’uleed, the companion of the pro- 
phet was an Afghan. The majoritj'^ of historians, indeed, 
state that TTnleed was of thetribeofKoresh,('^) butforthis 
reason only, becanse the grandfather of his mother was 
TJbd ool-shums,(^) who was a great man in his day — and, 
therefore, it is presumed, he must have been a Koresh. 
It is generally supposed on this ground that he was so, 
but in reality he was of the tribe of Israel. When the 
light of the spirit of prophecy fell on the holy head of 
Mohummud, and thence radiated for the illumination of 
the world, and when Kh41id became converted to the true 
faith, multitudes of men came from all quarters of (Ujum) 
■(®) Syria, and their minds were inclined to the same good 
cause, and they sought a ray from the light of Mohum- 
mud to guide them to the true road of faith and sal- 
vation. It was then that Khdlid sent a letter to the 
tribe of Afghans who inhabited the mountains near 
Ghoor(^) and Mulek Iluda,(®) where they had lived since 
the da 3 ’s of Bnkht ?rusur,(^) (Nebuchadnezzar) and the 
expulsion of the Israelites from Siam,(*°) (Judea) informing 
them of the arrival of a last prophet to instruct the world. 
The Afghans upon this went, with some of the heads of 


j. U: (‘°) t oj (®) C) 
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other tribes, to Mudeeiia.(*) At that time Kees(-) was the 
chief of the Afghans, who was directly descended from 
Mulik Taloot, in thirty-seA’en generations, and who deriv- 
ed through him, from Abraham, by fortj^-five generations,' 
and thus to Adam, by sixty-three generations. The 
author of the Mujnia-uI-Unsab gives the genealogical 
lineof KecsUbd-oor-rusheed,(^) who obtained the title of 
jP«///dn,('^) thus : Kees, thesonof Ees, — ofSulol,of Ootba, 
of Nueem, ofMurali, ofKhuleedur, ofSikundur, ofZuman, 
of Yuineen, of Bhulol, of Suleem, of Sulah, of Karood, of 
Ashum, of Bhulol, of Kurum, of UmSl, of Khudeeab, of 
Moomtuhal, of F^’Z, of Eelum, of Ashmooeel, of Harooii, 
of Kumurood, of Abee, of Suhlub, of Tnleel, of Looee, 
of Amil, ofTarookh, of Arzund, of Mnndol, of Suleem, 
of Afghana, of Armeea, of Sarool, (Saul) who was styl- 
ed Mulik Taloot, and who was the son of Kees, of Ootba, 
of Eees, of Rooaeel, of Judah, of Jacob Israel, of Isaac, 
of Abraham, and so on to Adam. In short, Kees and 
the Afghan tribe being introduced at Mudeena, to the 
service of the true Prophet by the means of Khdiid, and 
so favored with admission to the true faith, that holy one 
asked all their names, and being told them, observed^ 
“ Kees is an Arab iiame, and I am of Arabia;” and so 
he was gi-aciously pleased to confer on Kees the name 
of Ubd-oor-rusheed, and said, “ You are of the race of 
Taloot, whom the great God has called King, (Mulik;) 
therefore it is right that your tribe should be called the 
tribe of Mulik.'” ’B'’heu the Prophet went from Mudeena, 
for the conquest of Mekka, he placed under Khalid’s 
command Ubd-oor-rusheed with some of his Afghan 
Israelites, and they did good service, so much so, that 
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seventy persons of the Koresh tribe were slain by the 
hand of Ubd-oor-rusheed ; and the Prophet said of him, 
that God would give a glorious progeny to flow from his 
loins, that would excel others in extending and strength- 
ening the knowledge of the true faith. The Prophet 
further said, that the Angel Gabriel had warned him of 
the future fortunes of that tribe, by saying, “ It is a 
piece of wood laid as a keel-piece for the construction of 
a ship.” In allusion to this Ubd-oor-rusheed was called 
!Buteean(^) from that da}', which means keel-piece, and this 
Word became, by degrees, corrupted into Pnthdn. In ful- 
filment of this prophecy, there have arisen out of the 
tribe Durveshes, and holy men and princes of power, 
and men blessed with the spirit of the divine presence and 
speech beyond what can be claimed by any other tribe. 

Ubd-oor-rusheed, receiving his dismissal, returned to 
his native country about the river Ghoor (qy. Kur) and 
the mountains of those parts, and extending thither the 
knowledge and practice of thelaw, converted several infidel 
tribes to the true faith. He died in the forty-first year 
of the Hejira, at the age of eighty-two years. The above 
account of him is not fully established by the concurrent 
testimony of the best authorities ; but the circumstances 
are reported in several histories, with other matters of a 
similar kind, such as the sending of a garment to Awys,(^) 
and the entrusting a comb by the Prophet to Aboo- 
ulruza,(2) to be delivered to Sheikh Ulee Uala Ghuz- 
nuvee.('*^) God only knows if the stories told be true. 

In short, the tribe of Afghans, from that day forth, went 
on multipljdng and flourishing. God gave to Ubd-oor- 
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ruslieed Putlidn tliree sons. The eldest, Surnubee, the 
second Ranubee,(’) and the third Ghur Ghusuee.(^) All 
these had descendants, and there were different branches 
derived thro* each to a degree interminable, as is apparent 
in the present condition of the Afghans. Surnubee had 
twosons, Khurushtoon(^)and Suruklitoon,(''^)andtheforiner 
bad three sons, Kund, Jumla, and Kashee.(^) Kond, the son 
of Khurushtoon, had two sons, Ghora and ShujUjC^) of whom 
the latter was the father of four, Turklanee, Gultanee, 
TJmr, and Yousuf Zuhee or Zye.(7) Umr had due son 
named Munduz,(®) who married a daughter of Yousuf Zye, 
his uncle, whence he and his descendants are looked upon 
as of that tribe. Yousuf, the son of Shuja, had two sons, 
to one of whom he gave his own name, Yousuf Zye, and 
the second was called Mundur,(®) Yousuf again had four 
sons,Tlias, Agoo,(’°) Mulhye and Eesa,(") and of these 
Ilias had three, Salar, Y/ashee and Kuda.(’®) 

. VERSE. 

Kliizur, 033 ' guide to trulli be Thou, 

Oh keep mj- steps from error's slough ; 

Vainly my wit this path would tread. 

If .to the.goal by tbee not led. 

Help me tbro’ carelessness’s waste ; 

Give me truth’s garden-sweets to taste; 

Let my page glow with flowers of sense, 

■ . My pen string pearls of eloquence, 
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That I these Memoirs so may write, 

Youth shall reap profit, age delight.* 

The guides of the regions- of literary knowledge relate 
thus: — In the time of Mohummud Shah, king of Hindoos- 
tan, Tala E[han,(') son of XCalee Khan Afghan, of the 
Salar (”)'2ye tribe, grandfather of the Ameer, came from 
Johur in theBuneer(^) countr}' to Hindoostan, and settled 
at Suraee Tureena, near Sumbhnl in Kutehur('^) (Rohil- 
khund); The storj’ is thus told : — ^When Tala Khan came 
to Hindoostan, ]\rohummud Shah being on the throne of 
Dehlee, he came as one of the body of Afghans, who 


* The whole history is interlarded with bits of verse of this kind^ 
sometimes taking up a'nd continning the thread of the narrative, 
sometimes hyperbolically laudatory, and sometimes consisting of a mere 
string of conceits after tlie usual fashion of the present degenerate days 
of Poesy in the Ea«t. It is attempted to preserve the spirit of tlie 
original, by giving these ordinarily in rhyme, and line for line. The 
following literal translation will show with what degree of closeness this 
has been done. 

Come Khlznr, oh guide of my path. 

Shew me the road to truth — fto satisfaction, 

Walking on my head (in token of my devotion,) may I acquit myself 
And arrive at the journey’s end that is before me — 

May I safely escape from the.desert of remissness. 

And reach the interior of the garden of veracity — 

May I fill my pockets with the roses of meanine, 

And scatter from my month’s casket rubies and pearls; 

May I so relate the history of the Ameer, 

That both young and old may derive profit therefrom. 

In the original, a new Chapter commences after tlie Verse, or rather 
a new Section of the Cliapter, a second commences at the Ameer’s birth. 
Tlie whole have been thrown into one Chapter, for greater convenience 

(*) Note in original . — The Ameer’s descent is traced tlirongh nine 
generations to Salar, thus — Tala Kliau, Kalee Khan, Monia Khan, 
Seynd Uiee Khan, Fateh ’Khan, Aliahdad Khan, Yoosuf Khan, Kura 
Khan, Mulya Khan and Salar. 



8 


ARRIVAL IN HINDOOSTAN. 


invaded BoLilkhuud undfer ZninanKhan Jemadai>(’) and 
■wlio established a cess or black mail, Tvhich was levied 
upon all the Talookdars of that district as the price of 
military service, the Jemadar undertaking- to perform 
any enterprise of that kind that might offer or be requir- 
ed. Ulee Mohummud Khan(-) Afghan, who was a man 
of consideration in the country, took the Jemadar into 
his service. 'When the army of Mohummud Shah 
went against Ulee Mohummud Khan, and a battle was 
fought at Bungurh,(^) near Anola, (or OunIa)in Kutehur, 
the Ameer’s grandfather was cut off from - the rest, 
and surrounded in a house wherein he took refuge 
with a single servant. For eight days with their two 
mafchfocks did he and /us servant keep off the whole of 
Mohummud Shah’s army : when at last they surrendered^ 
tlie king Moliummud Shah, being in admiration of the 
valour displayedin the defence againstsuch odds, tendered 
to Tala Khan honorable employ in his own service ; but 
he, having other objects of ambition in view, refused tlie 
offer. ■ Soon after this botli Ulee Mohummud Khan and 
Tala Khan died. Mohummud Hyat K^n,(‘^) the Ameer’s 
father was then young, biit jDodndee Khan,(^) in requital 
for service rendered to him by Tala Khan, entertained 
him until his death, which happened when the Afghans 
lost Kutehur (that is, when Hafiz Bulimut being defeated 
and slain in -battle with the English, Rohilkhund passed 
into the hands of Shooja Ood-doula.) Mohummud Hyat 
Khan after that lived in retirement at Suraee Tureena, 
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bis birth place, not being able to reconcile it to his pride 
to take service ■with any one else. He there lived in 
intimacy with the honored and learned Shekh Yuh 3 'a (’) 
a man of great piety, and with Gholam Muhee-ood-deen 
Khan,(®) and other Hobles of that region. He obtained his^ 
livelihood creditably, b}' renting the lands these persons:- 
held in property or Jageer, and was distinguished for his-; 
knowledge of arithmetic, algebra and astronomy; also- 
for his acquaintance with the Hi ndoo Shastnrs, and with’: 
other branches of useful literature and science. 

Since in the daily revolution of the earth’s sphere some 
part must alwa)'s be exposed so as to allow of a birth-under 
the sun’s most auspicious aspect, and since in likemannerin 
the course of the heavens round the earth, opportunity is 
offered for a birth at the most favorable conjunction of the 
planets. So in the Hejira year 1182, (^) a star of the 
constellation of glory, and a sun in the heaven of renown, 
was given to the hopes and wishes of Mohummud Hyat 
Khan at a happy hour, through the propitious birth of the 
Ameer. “He came forth like a constellation in the Zodiac 
of honor,” and enlightened the night of his parents’ 
hopes bjr the effulgence of his beauty and perfections. 
The voice of joj'^ and of congratulation rose high in the 
arch of heaven’s vault, and the budding branch of the 
hopes of mankind blossomed with the promise of the 
fruit of their aspirations. The Ameer’s father watching 
the new born rose of the garden of high destiny in the 
cradle of constant affection night and da}', found fresh 
delight in observing the growth of his perfections. His 


(3) A. D, irC8.-lCth May to 6th May, 1769. 
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infancy was tended with care, and at the age of seven 
years he passed his time in youthful sports with other 
children of the same age. Sometimes the boat of his heart 
•would reach the haven of its wishes by sailing on the 
river; sometimes he would gather the rose of his desire by 
strolling in the gardens of his birth place. Being born 
•of a brave and liberal disposition, the boys with whom he 
associated in his sports, paid him deference, and sought 
day and night his gratification. Every day he paid them 
their stipend of couries, and sometimes he might be seen 
seated on a plank for a car, with three or four others 
behind him, in mock majest}^ as he was drawn along. 
To one he would assign the Chobdar’s office, (that of 
Gold Stick,} to another that of Cryer of Titles, and 
so his time passed in early youth. Whenever he re- 
ceived any allowance of pocket money, he allotted it 
into stipends to his mock dignitaries, and when the 
Exchequer was exhausted, he paid them in kind, or 
otherwise kept them satisfied and content. His father 
seeing this turn of his disposition, reproved and ad- 
monished him for it, telling him he would leave nothing 
in the house if he went on with these praciices. The 
boy, however, being filled with high ambition, cared not 
for his father’s advice, but went on as before in his ways. 
One day, Meean Pdkbaz Shah,(^) a neighbour, who had 
retired from the world and sat in sanctity, seeking the 
knowledge of the true God, contemplating his excellen- 
cies, and drinking of the cup of divine grace, discovered 
the signs of -high destiny on the forehead of the young 
Ameer, and having sent for him and made him sit in his 
presence, said with much kindness of manner — “ >¥111 
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yoa drink of the milk of ambition ?” The Ameer under- 
standing only the word milk, said — “ Yes, I -STill drink 
after jmu.” The drainer of the cnp of sanctity then took 
a small vessel of wine which was there, and gave it 
with his blessing to the Ameer, telling him to drink. 
As the boy knew not the sweets of the draught of 
hope realized, he no sooner set his lip to the cup, and 
fasted the flavor of its contents, than he dashed it to the 
ground and rose in anger, uttering reproaches and abuse 
against the holy man for having oSered him such a beve- 
rage. The man of sanctity said — “ Foolish boy! I had' 
given you the draught of wishes realized. Alas! the 
cup of your hopes was but just filled to your hand when 
you dashed it from you: but thus much is all that fate 
has written for ,your lot.” The Ameer did not at the 
time thoroughly understand the meaning of what the holy 
man foretold, and thought lightly of his words : but they 
often recurred to him afterwards. 

No sooner had the shoot of his years coihe to bear the 
fruit of youth, and his lip sprouted with the crop of man- 
hood’s prime, than the leaven of his ambition fermented 
within him, and the desire of trying his fortune in the 
wide world became unconquerable. Truly the high- 
spirited falcon cannot be kept to the nest when its wings 
and talons are full grown ; neither can the lion of noble 
courage be confined to a corner of its den after it has 
attained full strength. The feeling came to acquire such 
ascendant over the young man, that he spoke at last on 
the subject to his father, whose affection for him being 
strong, he warned and admonished him against yielding 
to such inclinations, and would not let him leave home. 
But the Ameer impelled by his ambition, left home at last 
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against his father’s wishes, and without consulting him 
went once to Lukhnow,(*) and another time toMeeruth(-) 
with the army of Gholam Kadir Khan,(^) in order to see 
the world and seek his fortune. The rise of his star, 
however, having its appointed time, neither occasion 
opened for him the prospect lie desired. At last it oc- 
curred to this favorite of fortune, that since he had been 
tossed about on the table of uncertainty, and like a pack 
of cards had been dealt round to nobles and men in 
power without trumps turning up to the colour of his 
suit, so that it was evident, the luck was against him, 
and there was no chance of success in the game, it was 
his best plan for the present to sheath the sword of his 
ambition in the scabbard of resignation ; and, returning 
home, submit himself to his father, whose eyes were 
dimmed by weeping for his absence. He felt well 
assured tliat when his father should have forgiven and 
received him again into favor, and should hare been 
brought to assent to his seeking his fortune in the wide 
world, and to bless his enterprize, his hopes would be 
crowned with successi and honor in the world be his meed. 
In short, acting upon this motive, and keeping his ulterior 
intentions buried within him, he returned home to the 
delight of both his parents, and remained there for some 
time. 


BOOK THE FIRST. 


CHAPTER II. 


1788 to 1794. 

The Ameer talces leave of his Father, and goes with his 
consent to seeh his fortune — His arrival in Gnjrat. ' 

^JV HEN the Ameer had just turned the twentieth year of 
his age in the Hejira year 1202,(') Alee Gohur(®) (Shah 
Alum,) being on the throne of Dehlee, one year after 
Gholam Kadir Khan Afghan had deprived the king of 
sight, he took his final resolution to seek his fortune in a 
life of military adventure — and,, again, asked his father's 
leave and blessing. His father having well observed the 
boldness of his temper, and tlie discontent with which he 
remained quiet at home, was brought at last to yield assent 
to his departure, and invoked from the deity a blessing on 
his enterprize. The Ameer of high ambition then left his 
home, and with a few associates took the road of adven- 


(') 1787-88— A. H. 1202 besan 13th October 1787, and ended 1st 
October 1788. The antlior’s Hejira dates are not very accurate. Gbolatn 
Radii’s cruelties at Debtee occurred in July and August 1788— 1203, 
therefore, should be the date in the text. 

("■) 
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SEEKS MILITARY SERVICE. 


tiire. In tlie course of his journey others joined, and as 
Destiny had written the designation of chief against his 
name in the book of fate, his associates, though he had 
then no servants or retinue, styled him Jemadar of their 
own election and free will, and obeyed him as their chief 
during the journey. He caraefirst, after several marches, 
to Muthra,(') and as DeBoigne was then raising men for 
Sindheea’s service, the Ameer and his followers offered 
themselves to him. DeBoigne refused to engage the 
Ameer on the ground of his youth, butseveral of his com- 
panions were entertained. The Ameer, with the remain- 
der, went to Dehlee, and from thence into the Shekha- 
watee country to Kanor,(’') where lie had an audience o^ 
Yoosuf Khan,(3) a Rusaladar, in the service of Nujuf 
Koolee Khan Zoolfikar-ood-doula,('^) Chela(^) of the first 
Nujuf Khan. The Rusaladar seeing on his forehead the 
signs ofhig'h destiny and good fortune, received and treat- 
ed him as his son,, and entered him on the Chela’s estab- 
hlishment as one of his retainers. lie gave him, more- 
over, a place in his own tents, and courted him with much 
assiduity. For two months he continued in that service, 
and then, with the Rusaladar, took employ with Bagh 
Singh, ojnKhetree,(^) in the Shekhawatee countrj’^, for 
four or live months. The Rusaladar and Ameer next 
served Bijye Singh,(®) of Joudhpoor, for about the sarae 
period, having entei-ed his employ at Meertha.(®) The 
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ilaja was at tins time defeated in a battle witb tbe Dukbn- 
nees, (i. e. tbe Mabrattas,) and tbe Ameer and Rusaladar 
retired to Ifagor,(’) where they took service with 
Ismael Beg Kban,(-) who being associated with Bijye 
Singh, had been then also recently defeated .at Kanor.(^) 
With him they went towards Joiidhpoor — and, again, as 
far south as Palunpoor,('^) in Goojrat, whence Ismael Beg 
Khan, after levying a contribution, returned to Joudh- 
poor. The Ameer, however, learning from some of his 
associates, that Yoosuf Khan, the Rusaladar, designed to 
propose a marriage for him with his daughter, a compli- 
ance with which was incompatible with his own ambitions 
views, left his service mlhout asking leave, and went to 
Eedur,(^) a dependency of Joudlipoor, on the frontier of 
Goojrat, where he took service along with forty or fifty 
associates with the Raja, and continued for two months. 
Thence he went to Buroda,(‘^) in Goojrat, and ha\dng 
•collected a body of three or four hundred men, he served 
the Gaeekwar, (’) for two or three months. When he 
lost that employ, he proposed to himself to go to Soorat,(®) 
but on the road many of his followers deserted for want 
of funds, so that he arrived there with not more than two 
hundred persons. The high-minded Ameer was, from 
the first, open-handed in the extreme, and looked not 
closely to the balance of income and expenditure, nor 
did he keep fast in the purse of his hopes any thing but 
the ready coin of a confident reliance on the Providence 
of God. At this time, therefere, he was so reduced in 

j/l- C) 
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circumstances; as to be compelled to sell bis own riding 
horse, in order that, hy the proceeds, be might assist his 
comrades, and keep them together. It was at this period 
of distress for want of service, at the time of the- full 
moon of the month of Shabani when good Blahomedans 
make feasts and oblations, that the Ameer waited upon a 
Moolvee of high learning and reputation for sanctity, 
and who had attained the Divine grace. The Moolvee 
had spread an entertainment, to which many true Maho- 
medans had been invited, and they were sitting at the 
table partaking of the feast. The learned and sanctified 
Moolvee pressed the Ameer to join them, but he replied 
“ Ifever let it be said, tliat while my two hundred fol- 
lowers, who depend on me to find them subsistence; are 
starving, I should sit dowm to enjoy a full meal.” The 
Moolvee was moved to compassion hy this speech of tlie 
•Ameer, and said, “ I will tell 3'on of one of the names and 
attributes of the Deity, which, if you repeat every day a 
hundred times, God will open to you the gates of main-i 
tenance and comfort, and jmur troubles will be converted 
to content.” - The Ameer received and treasured in his 
mind, the words imparted by the Moolvee, and returning 
to his place of encampment repeated the name of God, 
so communicated, a hundred times. His piety was not 
without its reward; and his difficulties forthwith disappear- , 
ed. . For that very day a Pundit, who had been employed 
in collecting the Chouth(‘) of Sooratfor the Gaeekwar and 
Peshwa, and was turned out of the city by the English, 
arrived outside the town with forty or fifty Arabs and 
some horse, and wrote immediately to offer the Ameer 
service.* The Ameer went in the night to wait upoii 
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Iiim, and was entertained witli his two hundred men, and 
received a month’s pay in advance. On the same night, 
the whole party marched from Soorat to a fort about 
eight kos distant, where they remained quartered. Here 
they waited fifteen or twenty da5fs, on account of the 
Hamzan, or fast days : one day, during this period, the 
Ameer went to the Pundit and said, “ Tell me now at 
once, what you desire and expect from my services, that 
I may execute your wishes to the best of my endeavours.” 
The Pundit said, “ I have it in commission from the 
Gaeekwar, to levy a fodrtli of the duties of Sooratfrom the 
English. They, however, seeing my small means, have 
refused to pay.” The Ameer said, “ Let us this night 
march, and your wishes shall be accomplished.” The 
Pundit asked, what could be done with so small a party? 
The Ameer said, “ Victory is in the hands of God, and 
does not depend on numbers. Let us march, there are 
enough of us to effect the purpose in hand.” Accord- 
ingly, starting in the night, the party arrived at a spof 
three miles from Soorat, about two hours before dawn, 
and then dismounted in a field of Juwar,'(‘) so high as 
to conceal their numbers, and give most effect to the 
alarm it was intended to raise. The Ameer here order- 
ed all his men, and the one hundred horse also of the 
Pundit, to take each a spear in hand and to go to- 
wards the city gate, and upon its being opened in the 
morning to wound and drive back again all who should 
attempt to pass out, and then to return to their post in 
the Juwar field. The men did as they were ordered,- and 
having wounded a great number of persons returned to 
the ground of encampment. The English gentleman in 

(’) Juwar ) is a grain that grows like Indian corn (Hoicns 

sorgum.) 
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charge of affairs at Soorat, hearing of lyhat had happened; 
came out of the city with two hattalions, and sent forward 
an Hurkaru to ask the Pundit the reason of his raising 
this disturbance. The Pundit -sent for answer that 
his object was to collect the fourth share of the revenues 
of Soorat. The Salieb sent him word to encamp at 
Hoostura-bagh, which was near the city, when the matter 
should be arranged amicably. ' The Ameer, to disguise 
their small tuiraber, carried all his party into the garden, 
and mounting flags on all their spears stuck them up as so 
many separate ensigns. He and the Pundit then went 
out alone to discuss the matter with the Vakeels from the 
, English. They seeing the large number of flags, which 
they thought must betoken a considerable force, 'Jook- 
dlarm, and the arrears of Chouth due for three years were 
paid up to the Pundit, ivho receiving the money decamp- 
ed immediately, and discharged the Ameer and his men. 
From thence the Ameer went into the Koj£un(’) (Concan) ; 
and as, in his reliance on the favor of the Almighty he was 
always generous, and spCnt in godly purposes all that 
came to his hand, not thinking of the morrow in the 
fullness of his trust in the providence of God, be was 
through this disposition reduced in these days of short 
employ to very great straights ; and many of his men 
deserted, so much so that only forty or fifty stuck by him. 
When he reached the Kokun with these, it so happened 
that they had not amongst them a single farthing to 
provide avuneal withal : one of the Ameer’s companions 
observed upon this — "" To day we are reduced so low 
that no body seems to have a piece of money left to buy 
a meal with, I will take this (Sitar) musical instrument 
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into the bazar and sell it, and see what it will produce." 
He accordingly sold it for one rupee and four annas : with 
this he purchased a rupee’s worth of pulse and four annas 
worth of opium, and brought the articles to the party. 
The Ameer mixed the opium in water and divided the 
whole equally, and this was their meal for that night. Next 
morning they marched and reached Nasik,(*) otherwise 
called Goolshunahad.(-) The headmen there, who are 
hospitable by disposition, entertained the whole party for a 
week; and a Pundit, who was the Soobadar, took them 
into ser\Tce for four months, .by which time the rainy 
season was over. After this, Naroo Sunkur(^) Pundit, who 
had been appointed by the Peshwa, Soobadar of Lomyn 
Bichhar('^) in Malwa, arrived at Nasik, and entertained the 
Ameer and his men; and carried them with him to that 
place. This Chief .the Ameer served for a 3’ear, and 
while in his employ he was joined by his bastard brother 
KurumDeen Khan,(^) who had been uneasy at not hearing 
from him, and had come in search of him. The Ameer’s 
next service was at BhopaI.(®) 


0) Written in the original j 

^ > T tit- y J ^ J 

^ This place is not to be fonnd in any of the Maps. It most be 
situated somewhere between Seronj and Bhopal, and is frequently 
mentioned. 
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CHAPTEU HI. 


1794 to 1796. 

The Ameer at Bhopal. — State of pa7-ties there. 

The te^u.la.tQV& of <ko dos.<ioia5,voC live. 6 xpjI- 

tbat tlie rise of the fortunes of the Ameer sh^^uld com- 
mence from Bhopal. It was in. the Hejira yea^ 1209,(,') 
when.ChhoteeKhan(-)a Chela ofNmvab 
Khan, (3) the ruler of Bhopal, had recently died, and when 
Chhotee Khan’s son, Ameer Mohummud KhJ^njC*^) had. 
possessed himself of the chief authority there? that the 
Ameer arrived at Bhopal, and presented hims^^f to the 
last named chief. As there was a feud at th^ time be- 
tween the Chela’s son, and Ghous Mohummud Khan,(^) 
Hyat Mohummud’s son, the former entertained the Ameer 
with three hundred men, who then formed his company. 
He served for one month, while the feud rose high 
between the two factions. Ghous Mahommed Khnn how- 
ever found means to break entirely the power of his rival. 


A. D. 1794.— 29th Julv to 17th Jiilv 1795. 


BHOPAL INTRIGUES. 


21 


and to bring- over all his troops, excepting only Nuwab 
Khan andDarab Khan,(’) two old Rusaladars of Bhopal, 
who feared for their lives were they to fall into the power 
of Ghous Mohammed. Thus the chief authority in 
Bhopal passed away from Ameer Mohummud Khan, and 
he was compelled to seek refuge in the FortofFuteh- 
gurh,(°) which lies close to the city. Ghous Mohummud 
Khan attempted to gain over the Ameer, with the rest 
of his rival’s troops, and offered liberally to tempt his 
avarice. The Ameer, however, was, on a point of honor, 
compelled to hold back; for Nuwab Khan, and Darab 
Khan had claimed the protection of their lives at his 
hands, and for the credit of the Afghan character, he 
could not bring himself to desert them. Accordingly, 
holding off from the service of Ghous Mohummud, he 
contrived by management and mediation to save the two 
Afghan Surdars in their extremity, and sent them along 
with his half brother Kureem Been Khan, across the 
Kurbada,(^) and then himself retired with a few followers 
for some special purposes of his own to Lomyn Bichhar. 
There happened that night to be an attack made on the 
place by robbers, and the Ameer received a slight hurt 
on the leg, but he soon after returned to Bhopal, where 
, Ghous Mohummud Khan was completely established in 
power. 

Raee Himmut Raee('^) of Talgram(^) in Kutehur, had 
for ten years during the Government of Chhotee Khan, been 
in high office, and latterly Treasurer of the Bhopal State. 
Since Chhotee Khan’s death, he had been honored with the 
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BAEE HIMMUT RAEE, 


title of Raja by Hyat Mobummud Khan, and was vested' 
with the general management of affairs. * To him the 
Ameer told his tale. The Raee, who was a native of the 
same country with the Ameer, wished much, to get for 
him tlie command of all the Bhopal Troops, and laboured 
hard to effect this object. One da}' he said to the Ameer,. 
“We two are both strangers in this part of the world, and, 
therefore it is that I wish to procure for you the military 
command.” He accordingly introduced the Ameer him- 
self to Ghous Mphummud Khan, who told him in plain 
language that he was a turbulent, faithless man, who had 
rescued, from the fate they deserved, Nuwab Khan,, 
and Darab Khan, enibezzlers of lacks of rupees ; — “after 
this,” he added, “ you must not expect service from me.” 
Ghous Mohummud further was apprehensive that the 
Ameer might follow the examjjle of the two delinquents, 
for they like him were natives of. distant places. The 
Ameer upon this rebuff despairing of his prospects at 
Bhopal, returned to his quarters, where Raee Himmut 
Raee waited upon him, and said, “ I have done my best 
to promote your rise on account of our being countrymen ; 
but you see how the matter lies.. The Chiefs here do not 
wish us well, and have no scruple to do a thing, which has 
the appearance of a slight to me personally. Consequent- 
ly, if tire occasion should arise for exertion, they will, be 
wanting in my support, and .it seems to me therefore 
better, to i-etire from employ.” He accordingly resigned, 
and Ghous Mohummud Khan appointed Muhrab Khan,(’) 
and Sooltan Khan(^) Chelas of his own, to be the chief 
' managers of affairs. The Ameer was waiting this while, in 
confidence that God had something in store for him, when 
there arrived at the place a Durvesh of sanctity, on whose 
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forehead shone the light of the Divine grace," and who 
begged charity from him. The Ameer’s purse* was then j 
so low in every thing, but firm reliance on the Divine V 
favor towards him, that he had but a Dirhim and a halff 
any where at command. He sent this sum, however, byj' 
a servant, to the holy man, who, on learning the circum-r 
stance, saw the Ameer’s disposition and high ambition 
displayed in the gift, and likewise appreciated his piety. 
He accordingly sent back three switches by the servant 
who delivered the money, desiring him to tell his master, 
that God had given -him conimand over three parts, in 
token of which the sticks were sent. The servant duly 
reported this, and the Ameer being naturally inclined to 
•attach weight to the sayings of Durveshes and holy men, 
took this message also for true, and borrowing another 
half Dirhim from a companion, ran with it after the Dur- 
wesh, and having overtaken him, said, “ Take, I pray 
you, this other half Dirhim, and say why the fourth part 
should be left out of the gift.” The Durvesh replied, 
“'The time has passed for obtaining the objects of praj^er. 
Go, and be content with what is promised you.” The 
Ameer returned to his tents, where he had not sat long, 
when a person came from Ghous Mohummud Khan, with 
one hundred gold mohurs for present expences, and the 
promise of permanent ^tertainment. The Ameer took 
•the money and reflected that its opportune arrival was a 
proof of - the divine spirit being in the Durvesh ; for 
Pz’ovidence seemed to have opened the door of subsist- 
ence through the intercession of that holy man. In the 
morning, Ghous Mohummud sent for the Ameer through 
bis Chela Muhrab Khan, and took him into service. 
Fjzoollah Khan Bungush,(*) who will frequently be 
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HOSHUNGABAD BESIEGED. 


mentioned hereafter, was at this time serving the Bliopal 
State. The Nagjpoor army was then besieging the fort of 
I‘Iosliungabad,(') which belonged to Bhopal, but was thirty 
hos distant, and on the opposite side of the Nurbuda. 
The garrison were reduced to great straights, every 
means of obtaining supplies being cut off, while the 
enemy, besides those employed in the immediate invest- 
ment of the place, had four or five thousand men north of 
the Nurbuda to watch tlie Ghats, and prevent the arrival 
of succour of any kind from that quarter. None of theSir- 
dars of Bhopal were willing to undertake any thing for the 
relief of the place, and this was the cause of the Ameer’s 
being entertained by Ghous Mohumraud, who had both 
experienced and witnessed the boldness of the Ameer 
and his intrepidity in action. 

St 

h The relief of Hoshungabad was accordingly now pro- 

^ posed to the Ameer, who started that very night with his 
three hundred horse and foot, and arrived at the place, 
where the party of the enemy appointed to guard the 
passes, north of the Nurbuda, were stationed. As it 
was still dark the Ameer advanced alone, sheltered by 
the night, to reconnoitre, and see the state of the watch 
set in the enemy’s camp. Creeping along in the ravinei, 
he got very close to their encampment, and there availing 
himself of a hollow went still nearer, by which he ascer- 
tained thatthey were in complete security, with no adequate 
watch kept. He accordingly’’ reflected that if God would 
but second his ambition, now was the time for a bold 
effort to achieve reputation. If, on the other hand, he 
returned without striking a blow, he should meet only 
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.■\vitli mockery, and insult, and sliglat. Keeping this motive 
of action to himself, he returned to his men, and said to 
them cunningly, that he had been as far as the river, hut 
had not met a inan of the enemy, wherefore he proposed 
. that they should cross immediately while it was dark, and 
so, with the aid of the besieged, effect the relief of the 
place. The Ameer’s men knew as yet nothing of the real 
. state of things, and his object in keeping the secret from 
them was, lest, if thej' were to hear of a strong body of 
the enemy being on the same side of the Kurbuda with 
.themselves, their courage. should fail, and farther advance 
be refused ; but if the}"^ fell in with the enemy of a sudden, 
whether as the attacking parlj-, or the assailed, they would 
most likely acquit themselves witli courage on the spur 
of the moment, as well from habitual discipline, as from a 
sense of the difficulty of retiring in such circumstances. 
The advance was accordingly commenced thro’ the ravines. 
"When the Ameer’s partj' had gone. but a short way, they 
ascended a table-land, and saw the enem)'’s camp close by. 
The Ameer then ordered his men to form in three bodies 
and to move in succession ; he arranged, that each body 
should approach cautiously and in silence, and that the 
three parties, when they were well close, should deliver 
their fire together, and “Then,” said he, “ may God grant 
us victory.” Ko one had time to think of any thing but 
joining battle with the enemy, so they all obeyed the 
Ameer’s orders, and formed three parties, who advanced 
and delivered their fire in succession, according to the 
plan laid down. The enemy who were quite unprepared,: 
thought, from hearing three parties firing, that the assail-/ 
ants must be very numerous, and immediately dispersed^ 
like cotton under the carder’s hands, and fled in different-' 
directions. The Ameer and his men slew a great many ' 
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with their spears, and swords, and so arriving at the river’s 
hank, called out to the people of Hosliungabad to send 
over boats immediately. .The besieged .heard the call as 
a voice from heaven, and using all dispatch sent over 
boats, in which the Ameer and his . party embarked ; 
but the)', were exposed to a fire from the trenches and 
batteries of the besieging army as they crossed. How- 
ever, they were soon over, without, suffering in the 
passage, and so got safe into the town- The Kjladar(‘) 
(Commandant) had been tampered with by the enemy, 
and next day surrendered the place without a shot being 
fired ; so that all tlie bravery and conduct displa^'ed by 
the Ameer was of no avail, and he returned accordingly to 
Bhopal. , Ghous Mohummud, who had received a full 
account of the Ameer’s behaviour and of the treachery of 
the Kiladar before the arrival of the former at Bhopal^ 
received him with high honor, and gave him the command 
of the old Fort of Bhopal and of Futtehgurh. 

, The Jfagpoor Army was at this time a source of great 
trouble to the Bhopal State, and matters were, not mended 
hy Baee Himmut Raee’s retirement from the administra-, 
tion. Hyat Mohummud's Begum being a woman of sense 
and intelligence, and of a busy, intriguing disposition, 
acquired a complete ascendant.over her, husband, who was 
an indifferent, incapable man; she, in short, managed his 
parly. . Seeing , none of the relations of the family at 
Bhopal capable of restoring order to the State, she invited 
Mooreed Mohummud .Khan,(-) a nephew of Hyat Mohum- 
mud, and a man of some experience, from Ilatgurh.(^) As 
this nephew knew the Ameer to be a man of enterprise 
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and resolation, and his conrage had been proved, he saw 
little prospect of success to his design of obtaining the 
mastery in all things, while the Ameer remained: so, he 
replied to the Begnm, “ There is a person who has the 
command of the forts of Bhopal, (meaning the Ameer) are 
you sure he will do nothing to defeat your enterprize ? If 
you can get him removed, I am ready.” The Begum 
agreed to this, and contrived the Ajneer’ s disgrace, and 
thereupon 3Iooreed Mohummud Khan came to Bhopal. 

" The Ameer did not think it expedient to remain in the 
neighbourhood, but Aventaway to Seronj,(’) and for a week 
staid there, in the hope of procuring service from Bukliwa 
Dada,(') who held the place for Doulnt Kao Sindheea. 
He refused to comply Avith the Ameer’s terms, upon which 
the pay of the lost time was leAied upon him by the 
sword, and the Ameer moved off to i^la^ Rao Tngli^{5) 
another principal Officer of Sindheea’s, upon Avhom he 
remained in attendance for ten or tweh e da 3 's. Inglia too 
complained of the hcaAlness of the demand for the Ameer’s 
pa}', and said the expense was beyond his means. He 
further refusedpayment of the Omedwaree Huq,{'^) (that is, 
of the means of subsistence, while the terms of serA'ice were 
under negociation.) "Whereupon the Ameer taking a small 
dagger concealed in his dress, went into the fort to Bala 
Kao, and boldly, in open Durbar, drew his dagger, and 
holding it to his breast, demanded his does for the time 
lost. He thus a second time levied by his courage, and 
fay the force of arms, the pay of his men for the period 
of their remaining in attendance, and having shown an 
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example of intrepidity, went safe out of the Fort. Bala 
Rao, after paying the money, meditated getting rid of the 
Ameer by treachery, butShekh Kulub TJIee,(') who com- 
manded the Brigade there, declared to him, .that it was 
unbecoming for a Sirdar to do otherwise than admire the 
boldness of the Ameer in thus enforcing his demand in 
Durbar, in the very midst of those from whom he could 
expect nothing, but instant death, and thatitwould be dis- 
creditable to deaf treacherously with such a man. He 
recommended, indeed, that the Ameer should be taken 
into service, and Bala Rao sent offers'to him to that effect: 
he would not however then accept employ from him, but 
returned to Seronj, and staid there unentertained for four 
months. 

In this interval, the affairs of Bhopal had taken ano- 
ther turn. Mooreed Mohummud Khan had obtained 
uncontrolled authority, and had brought over most of the 
influential military men to his faction. He sent offers 
secretly to the Ameer, explaining, that although it had 
not before suited his purposes to engage him, ’ he was 
now anxious to do so; and he desired that he would come 
forthwith and encamp outside of the city walls, and trust 
for his pay to be provided in secret by himself, but to 
give out that he was without employ, and seeking enter- 
tainment. The Ameer left Seronj upon this invitation, 
and came with four or five hundred men to Bhopal, where 
he encamped outside the city, and sent immediate 
notice of his arrival to Mooreed Mohummud Khan. This 
Chief sent money secretly for his present charges ; while 
in public, he ordered the Ameer to.be gone immediately, 
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telliug him there was no service to he had at Bhopal. 
After a time he found his opportunit}', and put to death 
the Nuwab’s Begum who had invited him to Bhopal, and 
furtlier placed Raee Himmut Raee, who was an old and 
faithful servant of that principality, under restraint. By 
his order, the Ameer’s troops were set to guard the 
Nuwab’s Seraglio during these events, and made pri- 
soner Ghous Mohummud Khan, the Kuwah’s (Hyat 
Mohummud’s) son, who was then at feud with Mooreed 
Mohummud Khan. In short, by the Ameer’s exertions 
the affairs of Mooreed Mohummud Khan were brought 
to a most favorable posture at Bhopal. But the Mo- 
hurrum falling at the time, Raee Himmut Raee contrived, 
during the ten days’ ceremonies, through the neglect of 
his guard, to make his escape in disguise, and so fled 
•through the mountains to Seronj in Malwa, which was 
then held by Raja Dooijun Sal Keechhee,(*) whose court 
he joined. 

V 

The Ameer remained in Mooreed Mohummud Khan’s 
employ for eight or nine months, but a quarrel arising 
between him and Ruhum Khan,(“) the Commandant in 
Chief of the Bhopal troops, he again left the place and 
retired to Seronj. 
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1796—1797. 

The Ameer unites ivith Raja Jysingh and Doorjun Sal, 
Keechhees, of Ragoogurh, who had taken to a life_ 
of plunder in 3Iahua — their affairs being restored — 
the Ameer remains for a thne with Bala Rao, and 
then returns to Bhopal. 

In those days Raja J3fsingh,and Doorjun Sal,(‘) of the 
Keechhee tribe, Graseea Chiefs of Rag-oogurh, had 
been recently expelled from all their territories and 
possessions by Dpulut Rao Sindbeea, and both had accord- 
ingly taken to a life of promiscuous plunder, living in the 
neighbouring deserts and wilds. The Ameer joined them, 
and was party to most of their enterprises. Luchhmun. 
Rao,(’) Jajgeerdar of Muheeputpoor, had been detached 
to Ghogurh,(?) in Shujaeelpoor, with two thousand horse 


THE AMEER JOINS THE KEECHHEES- 


31 


and foot, and twenty -five guns, belongingpartly to Sindheea 
and partly to Holkur, to put down these bandits, and the 
brought them to action soon after the Ameer had joined. 
Although the force of the two Rajpoots was much infe- 
rior, still the Ameer contrived by his words and example 
to infuse courage into the two leaders, and with his two 
hundred men rode forward boldly to charge the enemy. 
Raja Jysingh and Doorjun Sal both hung back at first, 
and abused the Ameer for advancing so rashly. The 
Ameer, however, continued his charge, but finding the 
enemy too distant to be reached'at once, he drew up in a 
hollow to give his horses fresh wind, and took himself a 
smoke of his hooqa. The enemj' opened on him with 
their numerous artillery, but without effect, owing to the 
protection afforded by the ground. After a time the 
Ameer renewed his charge, and mixing with the enemy, 
made many of thern provender for the swords and spears, 
of the vengeful champions of the faith. It was in this 
charge that an Afghan, named InayTitKhan,^) one of the 
Ameer’s men, fell in with Luchhmun Rao Pundit, who 
commanded the enemy, and dispatched him with his sword. 
The enemy, seeing their general slain, fled in confusion, 
suffering a shameful defeat by a mere handful of men. 
The Ameer continued the pursuit for two or three kos, 
and then returned and took possession of the booty, which 
was great, consisting of guns, palkees, tents, and articles 
of all kinds. From that day forth the Ameer became 
a PaVcee Niisheen, that is, assumed the privilege of 
riding in a palkee (a distinction which used to be granted 
by Sunud from Dehlee.) 
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- Marching thence, the Ameer came to Lnteeree,(') in 
Seronj. Bala Hao, a Sirdar of high rank and credit in 
Sindheea’s service, came next against the Keechhee Baj- 
poots, with a large force. As they were inuch'inferior in 
number, the Ameer advised them to avoid a battle, which 
they did, retiringihto the jungul about Chanderee,(-) which 
is thick and thorny,; and afforded good shelter. But 
as they could not carry the guns they had .captured from 
Luchhmun Bao into the fugged country, in which they 
thus sought refuge, they left them on the ground. The 
Ameer determined to -stay with them, and soon after 
restored them to Bala Rao for a consideration of ten 
thousand rupees, finding it impossible to cany them with 
him in his rapid movements. 

. Bala Rao taking the guns, moved on against the 
Keechhees, and encamped at Koorwaee Bhootrasa,(^) 
which is thirteen kds from Chanderee. Here he divided 
his army into four bodies, to act more effectively- against 
his active enemy. Raja Jj'^singh, however, had collected 
a force of ten or twelve thousand horse and foot, and a 
Keechhee Sirdar, named Sheer Singh,('^) a most appro- 
priate name, for he was’ verily brave as a Hon, had join- 
ed him, and it was determined in their council to make 
an assault on Raghoogurh.(5) • They accordingly moved 
through the, jungul in that direction, and attempted 
the place, but Sindheea’s garrison being too strong 
they failed, and only succeeded in plundering the helpless 
Ryots and others outside the walls. It was at this. 
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period that a quarrel happened between Jysingh and his 
uncle Doorjun Sal, and the latter separated from the 
party. ' Several of the Raja’s followers did the same, but 
the influence of Sheer Singh retained many. He said 
to Raja Jysingh, “ Trouble not yourself about Doorjun 
Sal, and those who have gone with him. By the blessing 
of God I Avas left quite alone to bpjiose the whole power 
of Sindheea, and yet came .1 olF with credit, and gained 
a name for courage and enterprise that will last when I 
am gone : but here you are far from deserted, arid am I not 
Avith you ? Why need you fear or despair of }'our cause ?” 
Raja Jysingh’s courage was restored by these Avords, 
and he asked the Ameer' what he thought of the state 
pf his affairs? The Ameer replied, that until the Raja 
should be restored to the seat of his ancestors, he Avould 
stick by him with as many men as might follow his lead- 
ing. The Raja, being well pleased at this assurance, 
made a promise, that, if the Ameer remained faithful, he 
should have the half of any thing he ..might eventually 
recover. Bala Rao’s army came up soon after in four 
divisions from different directions : but as the Raja was 
flight and. day in march, never resting any where, none 
of the divisions succeeded in falling in with him. The 
Ameer was on this occasion eighteen days marching and 
plundering without intermission, never dismounting from 
his horse, except for a moment for occasions of need, 
and taking his meals even on horseback, according as he 
found the material amongst the plunder. The flour of 
his bread he mixed up on horseback, and collected the 
the wood to dress it with the butt end of his spear, then 
dropping fire into it from the match of his gun, he toasted 
the cakes with the. same spear, and so ate his meal, ahA'ays 
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ready for fhe.enemy,.(>) After eighteen days’ hard suffer-. 
ing of this kind, without intermission, the Ameer returned, 
to Seronj. * ■ . . 

Sheer Singh one day said, tauntingly to the Ameer,' 
“ ?R^hat hare the Afghans not done in days of yore, 
whereby their name, lives in the page of history ? where 
are there in the present day men like those who per- 
formed these actions?” The Ameer said upon, this, 
“ That taunt is for me, though the blow be. given indi- 
rectly. It is well ; by God’s help, you shall see me; 
alone brave the whole of Tala Kao’s army.” . The 
Ameer being bent on executing this boast, one morning 
attended by a single servant, left Jysingh while he was 
itiarching in the jungle, and spurring his liorse into the 
open plain, came towards evening upon Bala Kao’s 
camp. As he was alone no body molested him, and the 
Ameer went boldly through the -ranks towards the place 
where Kala Kao was, which he guessed would be near 
the Artillery. Thither he accordingly bent bis steps, 
determined upon a desperate action in proof of his cou- 
rage. Keeping his purpose secret, and edging slowly up 
towards the guns, he came close on the guard, which 
challenged, and would have stopped, him as a stranger, 
but the Ameer, putting his horse forthwith upon his met- 
tle, made straight for Bala Rap, who was sitting with a 
few men of the camp in front of his park, and struck at 
him with his spear; ...His appointed time was not come, 
for, in. the hurry, the spear was not effectual, but struck 


p) The Poet's clovpii foot seems to show itself in Ihi.'! pas.sage: indeed 
whenever the Ameer’s personal feats- are-.nnder- relation, the reader 
must be prepared to make considerable allowances for the Sub-Secre- 
tary’s poetical fancy. 
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only a part of his dress, without wounding him. The 
men of. the camp rose up from all sides^ hut the Ameer 
using dispatch, and giving his horse the rein and spur, 
made good his escape. As it got soon dark, the 
troopers of Bala Rao’s army were afraid to pursue, and 
the Ameer, spending that night supperless in the jungul, 
rejoined Raja Jysingh next da}'. -The Raja had heard 
of the Ameer’s feat before the latter came in, so he was 
received .with loud acclamation and applause, and Sheer 
Singh, who had opened his mouth .before only, in taunts 
and reproaches, asked pardon, and said to the Ameer, 
“ You have indeed excelled the brave men of the old time, 
and the impression of this action will remain in every 
one’s heart, for as the Poet says (') “ So have you done, 
and so men do.” 

RajaDoorjun Sal now rejoined Raja Jysingh; and Bala 
Rao’s ti'oops being worn out with the continual marching 
and countermarching in pursuit of such an enemy, that 
Chief proposed an arrangement, tendering restoration of 
half the Raja’s original possessions. Raja Jysingh, who 
found his men dropping off daily by ones and twos, fell rea- 
dily into these terms, and took Jhurkon and other places 
as his half, leaving Raghoogurh, and the rest, in Sindheea’s 
possession. Thus this affair was adjusted, and the trou- 
bles excited by the dispossessed Keechhees c, eased. But 
Raja Jysingh and Sheer Singh conceived ill-will against 
one another, un consequence of the former’s hesitating to 
fulfil the promises, under which the latter had joined him, 
which extended to a share of the acquired territory. 
Sheer Singh, seeing that the Raja kept not his word. 
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went off: and the Raja andDoorjun Sal beg'an to fear that 
the Ameer, who had also a promise of half the territory, 
would similarly claim performance, and make refusal a 
ground of y'et more serious quarrel: for, knowing the 
Ameer’s resolution, ' they feared, - if denied he would talie 
what was his clue by force. They accordingly resolved, 
at all hazards, to make away with the Ameer, and remain- 
ed. watching for an --opportHnity^ to effect their purpose. 
One day the Ameer was going along in his palkee, near 
his camp at .Seronj: he had adopted this mode of con- 
veyance in consequence of a wound in the leg from a 
matchlock,' which hurt him as he fell accidentally from 
his horse about four or five days before. He had gone 
±0 visit the shrine of MoortuzaTJlee, (’) which was near the 
camp of RajaJysingh,- and was returning by a road through 
the camp, when the Raja, seeing how thinly he was 
attended, thought the opportunity favorable, and made a 
sign to his people, who thereupon surroimded the palkee 
on all sides, and began throwing stones at it. , Several 
of them hit the Ameer, and gave him other serious hurts. 
There was tlien a great tumult; the Ameer’s men sur- 
rounding him, gave; him such protection as they could 
with their shields, forming a ring round the palkee. 
;Kurum Deen Khan, the Ameer’s half brother, - drew 
his sword, and kept the crowd off, as did also the Ameer 
himself, but they both received hurts from the pelting of 
•stones which was still kept up. The Ameer bit his lip 
for vexation at his helplessness from his wound : but the ■ 
mercy of God came to his succour in this extremity; 
for the men of the Ameer’s camp, hearing of the tumult, 
came and joined in it armed and prepared for. all hazards : 
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aud so, taking part witk tbe Ameer and liis attendants, 
they made bead against tbe assailants and beat them off. 
Raja Jysingb -was not prepared for this, and perceiving 
that bis purpose bad failed, came forward, and with many 
apologies, exerted bimself to quell tbe tumult. - Tbe 
Ameer saw through bis treacber5'^ and faithlessness,' and 
throwing up his engagement with him, kept within bis 
own camp; As be had lost many men by desertion dur- 
ing tbe bard service with tbe Keecbbees, and from tbe 
scarcity of funds, there remained of bis followers not 
more than one hundred horse and foot. With these he 
baited about Seronj until recovered of bis hurts from tbe 
stones, which proved worse to heal than sword wounds. 
He was still an invalid from them, when one day mount- 
ing bis horse, be went to wait upon tbe Holy Durvesb 
Shah Zuboor Oollab, (*) who lived in abstraction at a 
Gunj, (marketplace,) not far from Seronj, and was cele- 
brated for sanctity, and for bis devotions. All tbe year 
round, in winter as in summer, be sat in abstraction cloth- 
ed in a black blanket, and never rose from bis corner, 
but abstaining entirely from the conversation of mankind, 
continued repeating tbe names of tbe true God. The 
Ruqeer-reverencing persons, who were present when the 
Ameer, arrived, gave tbe holy man notice of bis coming. 
The Durvesb in his abstraction, raised bis bead and asked 
“ Wlio is be” ? They told him it was tbe Robilla Afghan 
'Mobummud Ameer Kdian. Tbe Durvesb desired him to 
be seated. Tbe Ameer, rich as be was in faith and reli- 
.ance on tbe special protection of the Deity, bad then an 
.empty purse in consequence of tbe long period of bis 
mon-employ ; so, coming forward with all humility, be 
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repeated the usual address to the Deity in salutation. The 
Durvesh asked, “ came you hither, and what have 
you brought - for me?” The Ameer replied, " My heart 
and soul are at your disposal, my condition, however, is 
not unknown to you.” The Durvesh said, “ Give me 
something.” The Ameer in his liberality undid a bor- 
rowed doputta which he had bound round his waist as a . 
kumurbund, and put it on the Durvesh, who said,' “Tie on 
again your own kumurbund.” The Ameer refused : the 
Durvesh, however, was urgent, and said, “Take it, I 
insist.” The people present begged the Ameer to yieldj 
sa3dng “ The Durvesh who never speaks to a soul, has 
had his attention drawn to you, and holds conversation 
with you : do not cross him by refusing to do as he bids, 
it will be the better for your future fortunes,” The 
Ameer then took back the doputta, and the Durvesh 
opening his mouth in prayer, thus drew the sword of his 
tongue from its scabbard, “You will be a Master of 
territory, and of many servants, and of much state ; but 
will suffer much, and a life of labour and of vicissitude is 
before jmu. Be not disheartened at the ills that press 
upon you!” The Ameer, having fallen at the holj^mans 
feet> took his leave, when a dancing girl of the Durvesh s 
followers, who had left his service and lived near, • came 
up to him, and asked for the doputta -which had been 
refused' bj^ the holy man. The Ameer untied and gave 
it immediately; but the Durvesh hearing of it was very 
angiy, and reproved this person severelj^ sa}'ing, “Know 
you not that the man’s kumurbund was a borrowed one ? 
Send it back , instantly !” The girl accordingly sent 
■it back, and the Ameer returned home with it, reflecting 
that he had twice before been the object of the especial 
interposition of Providence, and' now for the third time . 



ENGAGED, AT SHUJ AEEEPOOR. 3D 

bad been warned of bis high destiny by a godly man, 
and desired to bind bis waist to exertion, that be would 
now therefore do it in earnest, and see what fate ordained 
for him. 

- From Seronj the Ameer went to Shujaeelpoor, where, 
there was a Komavisdar, (^) or manager, on the part of the 
Peshwa. This man sent people to offer tlie Ameer ser- 
vice, but, . as the Ameer knew that Bala Rao intended to 
attack the place, and did not wish to be drawn into the 
quarrel, he refused the offer.. The agents who had made 
it, howeveri said, “ You are afraid of Bala Rao’s army, and 
therefore hesitate to engage yourself.”. The Ameer said, 
“ You have not the means to engage my services, but I 
will stay and fight the battle for you for mere good will.’^. 
They said, “What will you take?” The Ameer said “Ten 
thousand rupees per mensem.” They agreed, and imme- 
diately paid half this sum down. The Ameer distribut- 
ing part, and giving the rest to Kurum Deen Khan, sent 
the latter to Bhopal to engage fresh men there for the en- 
terprise. Kurum Been Khan had barely gone, when Bala 
Rao sent a detachment of five or six thousand horse and 
foot, under a Pundit, andone.Uzeez Khan, f®) an Afghan, 
to, attack the place. There were in Bala Rao’s army two 
Afghans named Moonuwur Khan and Umur Khan. (^) 
The Ameer addressed himself to the Afghans and said, 
“ You are of the same tribe with me, and I have under- 
taken for the defence of this place at ten thousand rupees a 
month, you had better join me in the enterprise, and yon 
shall have half the stipulated sura.” They replied that the 
proposition was - not consistent with the honor of the 
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Afghan name. The Ameer then reflected that victory 
■was in the hands of God, and did not depend on numbers. 
He accordingly addressed Iris follovrers, and told them to 
lift him upon his horse, for his leg •would not yet admit of 
liis mounting without assistance, and then to bandage the 
. injured part, so that it should -give him as little incon- 
venience as possible, and said he, “AVhen the enemy 
approaches, do all of you fire at once, and charge in a- 
close body along with me.” They prepared to obey his' 
commands, and the Komavisdar’s men followed as a sup- 
port to the Ameer’s attack. :. When the eneniy arrived 
within, musquet shot, the Aineer gave the word to fire - 
together. The fire was so efifectual, that several fell one ' 
over the other, and the Ameer’s men charged forthwith, as ' 
before arranged. At the time of the charge ' the Ameer 
drew up; and his men, represented, that then was not the 
time to stand still. The Ameer said, “ Be it so ! do 
charge home against the battalion while I meet the 
Afghans.” The result was, that the' Ameer’s meii, who' 
went against the battalion, overthrew it; and the Ameer 
who, with ten or twelve horse, rode into the enemy’s line, ' 
singled out the Afghan Uzeez Khan, who commanded, and 
came somewhat ahead of the rest to meet him, and with 
one stroke of his sword brought him to the ground. Hav-' 
ing then broken 'the -enein3'’s line, and got into the rear, 
he saw there the Pundit ■who commanded the detachment, 
sitting on the ground binding his turband. The Ameer 
rode up and slew him with his spear. The army seeing 
these principal men . -.slain, fell into confusion, and fled 
precipitately, and the Ameer returned to his camp. 
Three days after this affair, Bala Bao himself came . up 
with the brigade of Shekh Kulub Ulee and a large armj^, 
and laid regular siege to Sbujaeelpopr, sending at the same 
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time ofTers of ser\ice to the Ameer if he would desert. 
The Ameer sent for answer, that honor would not permit 
him at that time to accept the. E.ao’s offer, but when the 
siege was over he would willingly engage with him. Bala 
Bao was silent on receiving this message, The A’meer, 
seeing the strength of th’e besieging force’ advised the 
Kumavisdar iiot'to attempt to defend the place, and, the 
advice being approved, the Ameer carried him safe out of 
the town to Sarungpoor..(‘) 

-..I’WTien Bala Bao had occupied Shnjaeelpoor, he again 
sent for the Ameer, and entertained him with one thousand 
men, horse and foot,' who then formed his company. The 
rate of pay' was fixed at five rupees -a man for foot-sol- 
diers, and ten per mensem for each horseman : as this, 
however, was very low pay, the men lost heart, saying, tliey 
could never subrist on such allowances. The Ameer, 
however, promised them double pay; they asked “ From 
whatfunds 2” The Ameer said “ From the same that have 
supported yoii up to this-timie.” This satisfied the men. 
Bala Bao, soon after, sent the Ameer to plant a gar- 
rison at Sero'nj, under the Amil, and the Ameer, 
having established posts and regulated matters there to 
■satisfaction, was joined by Kurum Deen Klhan, whom 
he had sent into Bhopal to recruit. He brought with him 
five hundred fresh men. The Ameer was then ordered | 
by Bala Bao to conduct a convoy of grain from Malwa tot, 
the army, of Houlut Bao Sindheea, in the Dnkhun.'j 
Marching for this purpoFe'trbm Seronj, he went as far as 
Ashta, levying contributions on the villages as he passed 
for the benefit of his men, and thus kept them well 
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contented, and, fulfilled his promise to them. From the 
point at. A.shta,. where the roads meet, he turned off, to 
Bhopal, and pitched his tents outside the city wall. : 

Golee Khan,(') the Jageerdar of Ambapanee; who was 
of the Nuwab’s family, and a dependent of Bhopal,, ten- 
dered, him service. This Chief had raised the standard 
of revolt, and Vuzeer Mohummud Khan,(^) who was also 
of the family, had been called in by Mooreed Mohnmmud, 
to quell the insurrection. He accordingly went against 
Golee Khan, but being tampered with, both Chiefs join- 
ed their forces, and marched with a large army on Bho- 
pal. Race Himmut Race who had escaped from con- 
finement, in Bhopal, ‘‘as already related, and had since 
resided at Seronj and Aroun,(^) applied there for the aid 
of.Doorjun Sal and the.Keechhees, to. rescue. and restore 
the.Nuwab, (Hyat Mohummud,) but finding that Mooreed 
Mohummud Khan, had tampered with the Keechhees, he 
suddenly left Seronj and Aroun, and joined Golee Khan 
at Ambapanee. : Within the. city again. Ghous Mohum- 
mud Khan, Hyat Mohummud’s son, won over tnost of the 
party of Mooreed Mohummud Khan, and was.tampering 
with the troops to procure their openly joining him. . In 
this state of things, Mooreed Mohummud Khan no sooner 
heard of the Ameer’s coming than he too offered service, 
claiming a preference on the ground of old friendship. 
The Ameer answered all these offers by declaring 
himself, the. .soldier of Bala Rao Jnglia, his obligations 
to whom did. not admit of. his staying in those parts. 
Mooreed Mohuminud Khan pressed, him Avith much 
importunity to give . him ■ some present ■ aid, and at last 
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tiie Ameer agreed to take one thousand rupees per 
diem, and on this condition promised to stay until ordered 
aSvay by Bala Rao. Mooreed Mohummud Khan enter- 
tained the Ameer for a short time on these terms. But 
as Golee Khan and Vuzeer Mohummud Khan were 
approaching with a large force, and were still making 
fresh levies of horse and foot, while many of the Sirdars 
within the town were daily falling off from Mooreed 
Mohummud Khan andjoiningGhous Mohummud, Mooreed 
Mohummud at last, finding his party fail him, agreed 
to give over the country and its forts to Bala Rao, 
and applied publicly to the Mahrattas for assistance- 
Bala Rao marched forthwith, bringing along with him 
the Brigade of Shekh Knlub Ulee, with which he 
arrived at Bhopal: and Mooreed Mohummud Khan 
immediately- made over to him the fort of Futebgurh, 
and coming out of the town, joined his camp to that of 
Bala Rao. A garrison was at first sent from the Bri- 
gade into Futehgurh, while Bala Rao remained outside 
with the rest of his army. On Mooreed Mohummud 
Khan’s departure, Ghous Mohummud easily established 
his authority in Bhopal; and Golee Khan and Vuzeer 
Mohummud, with a large army, came and encamped about 
ten or twelve kos olF. Bala Rao began now to think, 
that if a general action were to take place in the plain, 
while the Brigade was weakened by providing the garrison 
at Futehgurh, there might be a chance of defeat. He 
accordingly ordered the Ameer to form the garrison of 
Futehgurh, while he should write for reinforcements from 
the armies of Lukhwa and Bapoo Sindheea,(*) both these 
Chiefs being in Malwa, at no great distance. The Ameer 
excused himself at first, on the ground that the fort was 
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not provisionedi so that it would ;be. impossible: for him to 
hold ’it long-. Bala-Ratf promised to provision it in all 
•haste,, whereupon the Ameer. undertook the charge, JBala 
Eao having thus entrusted the fort to, the Ameer^ 
marched away' from Bhopal; taking Mooreed.-Mohummud 
Khan('} with him. ' That day. he encamped three kos ofF; 
and next day inade a march of ten kos towards Seronj; 
and thence by successive marches to Bhilsa;(®) In this 
interval, Golee Khan, and, Vuzeer Mohummud entered 
Bhopal, and gave ' to their own . party the . ascendant. 
Raee Himmut Baee was sent by them to administer 
Bhurseea, (3) being still excluded from any active share 
in affairs' at the capital. ‘ The Ameer being left in gar: 
*riSon at'Futehgurh; as above related by Bala Bao, waited 
some days, and then wrote to remind him of his promise 
tcf provision the place. Bala Rao wrote in reply;- making 
excuses, and saying, that he had received ■ pressing 
orders from Doulut Rao to seize Iiukhwa,(’‘^) who had 
received -warning and fled, that there had been a great 
mortality also amongst the troops, which had delayed his 
own return to Bhopal. -He promised, however,, to be 
with 'the Ameer quickly. , The Ameer was under no 
apprehension so long as - ’there was hope of, the supplies ; 
but seeing no sign of any thing of the kind, the pulse of 
his heart beat quick, and he began to reflect that it was 
time. to determine on some course of proceeding: for, his 
circumstances were desperate, and without spme expedi-? 

(') Mooreed Mohummud fell ill in ■ this march, and died at Seronj. 
Bala Baa ■ had endeavoured to extract a sum of ten lacks of rupees from 
him, which w as cue source of illness with this confirmed miser. 

L,»j (^) ^ 

- (♦) The quarrel ' of Doulut Rao, with his uncle’s widows, and the 
wives and concubioes of Mabajee Siodbeea, began at this time to produce 
distraction in the affairs of that durbar. Iiukiin-a Doda was looked upon 
by Doulut, liao as at the head of the BaeeV party. 
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entfor procuring tbe means of subsistence, it was all . oyer 
with him. Afterconsidering some time, be resolved to open 
tbe. guns of tbe fort on tbe to'wn, . and make tbe inha- 
bitants sue bim for mercj% and so obtain tbe subsistence' be 
required, as tbe price of bis forbearance. He according- 
ly, commenced firing on tbe town, raising there a great 
commotion. Vuzeer Mohummud Khan -sent word to the 
Ameer, that it was unbecoming an Afghan to fire thus on 
the inoffensive inhabitants. Tbe Ameer replied, “ Why 
have you forgotten tbe rights of Afghan hospitality? I am 
here hungry and you feasting.” Vuzeer Mohummud Khan 
sent immediately a large supply of cooked victuals, enough 
te feed the Ameer and bis followers. This, went on for a 
week — ^victuals being sent whenever tbe guns were open- 
ed on tbe town, still Bala Rao came not : on tbe contrary 
be made a settlement with Bhopal, tbe Vakeels agreeing 
to take thirty thousand rupees in money and tbe Mubal 
of Gorgaon.(*) He then sent bis Bukbshee, Sham 
Lol,(^) to the Ameer, with' an order to evacuate tbe 
fort, Vuzeer Mohummud Khan was urgent that it should 
be made over to him, but tbe Ameer surrendered it 
to Hyat Mohummud Khan, tbe Chief of tbe State of 
Bhopal. .He, however, brought out the family of Vuzeer 
Mobuminud Khan who were there, and sent them to tliat 
Chief; after which, taking with bim all the stores' be need- 
ed, and could carry, he evacuated the place. Vuzeer 
Mohummud Khan plotted to deprive the Ameer, of the 
equipments and property he carried from the fort, and 
sent to', demand that these articles should be restored to the 



4G THE AMEEE JOINS. HIM AGAINST BALA RAO. 


Bhopal State, nnder athreat.of ill consequences if refused. 
The Ameer replied, that what he had gained by .force 
might be taken from him in- the . same way by any one 
inclined to the attempt, but it was a strange return Vuzeer 
Mohummud was making, to urge this demand after having 
received back his family from the Ameer freely, mthout 
any consideration. Vuzeer Mohummud felt the obligation 
lie was under, and gave up his design, and the Ameer was 
preparing to march off, when Bala Rao made his appear- 
ance at Bhopal, with several, Brigades of Infantry and a 
large Army. Vuzeer Mohummud Khan went out to meet 
him with such troops as he could collect, and invited the 
Ameer to join him. The Ameer said, " Have you so 
soon forgotten all that has already passed between us?’’ 
Vuzeer Mohummud asked forgiveness, and so made his 
peace with the Ameer, who was induced to joiil him with 
his troops. 

= • Although it was the height of imprudence to leave the 
town in the face of so superior an enemy, and the Ameer 
strongly dissuaded him from doing so, .still Vuzeer 
Mohummud could not be restrained, but went out, and met 
Bala Rao in the plain. Taking Hyat Mohummud Khan’s 
special troops besides his own, he formed the whole into 
three bodies, which he drew up close to one another for 
mutual support. Bapaojee Sindheea, a man of courage and 
of high rank and. reputation, wlio was with Bala Rao on 
this occasion, made a charge on the Nuwab of Bhopal’s 
special troops, and worsting them, put many men of credit 
and character, who were amongst them, to the sword, so 
much so, as to be near defeating the whole array of 
Vuzeer Mohummud. The Ameer, however, exerted him- 
self to restore their courage, and called out to those who 
were about to retire, that although his advice had been 
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against venturing out of the town,' yet now they were in 
the plain, it would he ruin to retreat. That their only 
'chance' was to retire fighting towards the defences of the 
town, and then make a stand under their support. This 
advice was approved and adopted, and the Bhopal troops 
made their stand on the glacis under the wall. The 
Ameer took post in a garden, close by the wall, and the 
evening drawing on, the fighting ceased on both sides. 
Next morning the Ameer, with some good marksmen, 
went out towards the enem)-^, and formed an ambuscade 
in some low broken ground on a nulla, which was be- 
tween the two armies. He then desired Meean Akbur 
Mohummud Khan,(') of the Bhopal family, now one of the 
Ameer's principal officers and most esteemed companions, 
to ride forward alone towards the enem}', and if any came 
out against him to draw them towards the ambuscade. 
The Khan, whose head was full of the enthusiasm of true 
bravery, did so, and being pursued by some Pindarees 
of the Mahratta Camp, drew them on, and came himself 
into the broken ground at the place agreed upon. 
The Ameer was there with his men ready to fire, and the 
pursuers were no sooner within his net than he gave the 
word, and man}' fell the victims of their temerity. The 
Ameer, after performing this feat, returned to his quarters.- 

Doulut B-ao Sindheea was at this time much troubled on 
account of Lukhwa Dada, and wrote repeatedly to Bala 
Rao, and to Bapooj».^ to get him into their power. The 
' Mahratta Chiefs thereiure, deeming it necessary to break 
up from before Bhopal, made a hasty composition, and 
marched away. Vnzeer Mohummud Khan was anxious 
to keep the Ameer in the service of the Bhopal State, 
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but, he would not take employ from :bim pers6iially. He 
bad, however, an audience of HyatMobummudythe Nnwab 
and nominal Chief, who was particularly g'racious, and 
took him into the service of Bhopal, and employed him in 
raising fresh troops; whereat Vuzeer Mohummud being 
displeased, and filled with jealousy, retired into privacy, 
leaving the Ameer to manage all the affairs of the State, 
which lie did with zeal and devotion to the Nuwah’s 
interests, and in such a manner as to give general satis- 
faction. The Nuwab treated him with great favor,' but 
as, in consequence of the disturbances created by the ' 
armies and bands of free-booters which surrounded the 
place, there was no regular collection of revenue,' the 
Ameer was compelled for eight months to si?pport bis 
men by forced levies on the milages in the neighbourhood. 
He had increased the army to ten thousand men, and 
when the resources from, the surrounding villages failed, 
the Ivuwab’s treasury was made to supply funds for their 
support — then arbitrary levies on the townspeople were 
had recourse to: but these also being insufficient, and 
no other resource presenting itself, the Ameer at last 
took his dismissal from Nuwab Hyat Mohummud Hhan. 
The JSTuwab was loath to part with him, but consenting 
at last, asked — " To whom do you make me over, now 
yon are going?” The Ameer replied — ■" To God but 
afterwards sending for Vuzeer Mohummud Ehan, he 
brought about a reconciliation’ between him and the 
Nuwab. On taking his final leave, the Nuwab j^resen ted 
the Ameer with a MtcstC) Elephant. and four guns, which 
the Ameer refused to take, saying, he did not want the 


JA (’) 

• ** . » 

- An elepliant is said to be Must, when in the ungovernable slate to 
which males, in their old age, are liable. 
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guns, but as for the elephant he would send for it when 
no longer 3fusf. 

As the Ameer became now linked with Jus want Rao 
Holkur, the Narrator of these events and passages of 
his life, checking the career of his pen, feels compelled 
to turn aside, in order to introduce the reader to this 
Chief, and to relate something of his adventures and of 
other Chiefs of the Dukhun, who were the Ameer’s 
cotemporaries. The Historj'^ will. thus acquire order and 
connexion, and proceed from the beginning to the end, 
so as to implant itself firmly on the memory of the reader. 
The following Book is devoted to an explanation of the 
condition of the Mahratta Empire, and the connexion 
of this nation with Hindoostan. The first meeting of 
the Ameer and Muhraj Juswunt Rao Holkur will be 
reserved for the Third Book. 



BOOK THE SECOND. 

SKETCH OP THE RISE AND CONDITION OP THE 
MAHEATTA POWER, IN EXPLANATION OF THE 
STATE OF PARTIES AT -THE PERIOD OF THE 
ameer’s connexion THEREWITH. 


CHAPTER r. 


A. D. 1660 to 1760. 

Introdiicionj — Orighi of the 3Iahratta Poioer — Its Rise 
and Progress in Hindoostan to the battle of 
Panee2mt, 

minstrel ! toiicli th’ instructive lyre, 

From state secrets lift the veil; 

. Send forth tones that will inspire 
Gladness, ease to hearts that ail — 

From behind that veil concealed. 

Make niy sonp to ravish sense. 

While ! tell what is revealed 
Tell of times removed far hence. 

Chiefs of Dtikliiin may your story 
Prove to me a source of glory. 

IVIany Books have been written, which tell. the history of 
the Rajas who heretofore attained supreme power in 
Hindoostan, the writer of this Narrative intends not to 
go further back than the time of Raja Saoo, (’) the son of 
Sinnbha, the son of Seva. He has referred to all the 
Persian and Hindee authorities, and. has enquired from 



EARLY MAHRATTA HISTORY. 


51 


intelligent persons "who Lave made history their study, and 
has thence collected the following — ^which he believes to 
be an authentic history of those times. 

, Raja Saoo, the son of Sumhha, the son of Seva, was the 
Chief of all the princes of the Dukhun. The origin of 
his po,wer was as follows — A Grassea Chief, named Seva, 
the grandfather of Raja Saoo, mastered several forts in the 
Karnatik, (^) and rose in rebellion against the power of the 
Emperor Aurungzeeb Alumgeer. Being pursued by the 
armies of that sovereign, he lost, several of his forts to 
different Chiefs of the Royal army, and at last, in the year 
of the Hejira 1072, (") made his submission through the 
great Raja Jj^esingh, of J5'epoor, aud presented himself at 
the Royal Durbar for the purpose at Dehlee. Suspecting 
treachery, however, he made his escape soon after, and 
renewed the troubles of the Dukhun, until at last he died 
a natural death in the Hejira year 1090. {^) 

• Sumhha, the son of Seva, succeeded, and followed his 
father’s courses. Collecting about five thousand men, he 
raised the standard of independence, but in 1103 ('*■) Hejira, 
was captured by the Royal forces, with all his family, and 
put to death. 


O The Hejira year 1072 commenced 27fli Angnst 1661, and ended on 
the lath August 1662. But according to Grant Duff, March 1666, was 
the date of Sevajee’s appearance at Dehlee. Captain Jonathan Scott fol- 
lotring Ferishta, fixes it in the Hejira year 1075, corresponding with 
1664-5, viz. 25lli July 1664 to IStli July 1665. 

( 3 ) Sevajee died, according to Mill, on the 5th April 1682, aged 52. 
The Hejira year 1090 commenced 2d February 1679, and etided 
22d January 1680, O. S. — Grant Dnff fixe.s this event in 1680, giving 
the same date the 5th April. Sir J. Malcolm has 1682. 

(*) 14th September 1691 to 2d September 1692. — According to Grant 
Duff, Snmbhajee’s public execution occurred at Tolapoor in Angnst 1689. 
He was taken by surprise at Sungumesliur. The date in the text corres- 
ponds with that in Scott's History of the Dukhan, and both have appa- 
rently followed Ferishta. 
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’■ Saoo, file soli of Sumbha/was for some time kept under, 
surveillance and restraint by the Dehlee sovereign, where-’ 
upon a brother of Sumbha, named Suuta;(’) set.up in his 
stead. He was, however, captured and put to death im 
1110 (') Hejira, and his head was sent to the Emperor 
'Alumg-eer, who, after a time, conferred on Saoo the title of. 
Eaja, and the grade of seven thousand, (Huft Huzaree) 
and sent him to his own country. There he rose to great 
power, and made himself master of Sutara, but held his 
Court princijpally atl^oona, to 'which place all the inferior 
princes and chiefs' resorted, for the purpose of tendering 
their submission to him ; as;he had' no children, and' the 
sun of his years was fast moving from the East of- youth 
to .the West of age, he determined to choose from the 
nobles of his Court a man of wisdom and experiencet to 
whose cafe the management of State affairs should be 
entrusted. He accordingly summoned Balajee and the 
rest of his eight principal Ministers, and as a test of their 
intelligence and capacity, laid before them three large 
limes, desiring them to set them one at top of the other. 
Seven of the eight Dewans tried in vain to do what was 
required, but could not guess the secret. Balajee Pun^ 
dit, however, the wisest of them, the star of whose des- 
tiny was on the ascendant, peeled the limes first with his 
fingers, and then ■ set the three with ease one at top of 
the other, putting the rind between each to keep them 

Upon the death of Siimhha, Raja Rain, his half brother, was made 
regent by tlie Rlahratta Chiefs, and affairs were carried oh in the name 
of Sevajee, son of Snmbha, ffieu ah infant and a prisoner. He was 
known afterwards as the Saoo Raja— Saoo being a nickname, given bim 
by Anrungzeeb.' Tbe Simla here mentioned wasSnntajeeGorpnraee, 
a distinguished Mahratta OfScer, who, after many successes, was desert- 
ed by.' Iiis'followers,' and murdered in 1C98. There was also a Suntajee, 
who was a' half brother of the first Sevaj'ee, but he attained no great 
reputation or eminence. ... 

(^) A. D. 1698-99-30lh June to 19lh June, 0. S. 
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steady. (’) The Raja -was highly pleased, and extolled 
his intelligence and quickness- of apprehension, and 
made: over to him the key of all affairs, mth the title 
of Peshwa. He then .retired to Sutara,(®) where he 
remained until long after, and died at last a natural death; 
His ■ widow then procured a boy of the family of the 
Raja’s mother, and proclaimed him as successor, by the 
name of Ram Raja,(^) but he was kept all his life in sur- 
veillance at Sutara by the Peshwa, and Balajee Pundit ('^) 
exercised supreme authority under that name at Poona. 
There was in his service a Bargeer,(^) with the rank 
of Rusaladar, with whom one Mulhar,(‘’) of the Holkur 
tribe, was living, the two being. of the same caste: When 
Balajee was called to take the field against the Senaputee 
and Athara,(’) two -principal officers,- who I'efused sub- 
mission, the .Bargeer betrothing his daughter to Mulhar 
Rao, sent' him ■with Balajee in his own room. ,He 
did good service on the ■ occasion, and arrived at high 
promotion, and by degrees rose to be Soobadar, or Go- 
vernor in Chief, for the Peshwa in Hindoostan. In like 
manner, a man named Junkoo, (®) of the Scindia tribe. 


0) reader will not need to be told that this account of Balajee’s 
rise is all fabulous. 


(5) A Bargeer is a trooper, who rides another’s horse. 


(8) It is peculiar to the confusion of IMahratta History, that the name of 
the founder of this family should be the subject of doubt and misrepre- 
sentation. Grant Duff and Sir John Malcolm declare KanojeeSindheea 
to have filled this humble office of shoe-holder, and to have risen after- 
wards to the command of armies. .The former mentions the year 1750, 
as about the period of his death. He left, according to this officer, three 
legitimate and two illegitimate sons. The names of the former were 
Jyapa, Dnttajee, and Jooteba — of the latter, Tookajee and Mahadajee, 
called hy Persian authors Mahajee. Junkoojee Sindheea, who was killed 
at Paneeput, was, according to him, the son of Jyapa. Duttajee and 
Jooteba were surprised, some months before, on the Abdalee’s advance 
from Lahore, and wereioth slain in action, 
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was serving Balajee, in the humble capacity of shoe- 
holder. He too rose from that low condition to the very 
highest honor, and become Joint Soobadar of Hindoostan, 
His . rise happened thus : One day, having charge of the 
shoes as usual, he fell asleep on his post, keeping the 
shoes fast held against his breast, Balajee coming- out, 
and looking for his shoes, saw Junkoo asleep, ’ stretched 
at length with them carefully held in this manner. Being 
well pleased with this proof of his servant’s fidelity, he 
reflected that, if in the charge of a pair of shoes, this 
man showed such care, as even in sleep to hold them fast 
to his breast, he must be worthy of higher trusts. 
Junkoojee waking, laid the shoes before his master, who 
marked him with favor from that time forward, and pro- 
moted him to successive high ofiSlc'es. ’ Mulhar Bao Hoi- 
kiir and Junkoojee Sindheea(') came in this manner to 
be principally trusted, and employed by Balajee in the 
administration of high affairs. , Upon the death (*} of 
Balajee Bao, Bajee Bao, (^) his eldest son, succeeded to 
his power, Chimha Apa, his younger brother, acting 
in subordination as his first officer, Baja Saoo was then 
living, and Bajee Bao by his order, headed two or three* 
expeditions into Hindoostan. The history of which is as 
follows : • 

In the time of Mohummud Shah, King of Dehlee, 
Mobnmmud Khan Bungush, (®) of the Furukhabad family, 

^ ^ 

(i) According to Sir J. Maleolni, lie died in Apiil 1720, Iinving 
enjoyed tlie Pesliwa’s office only six years. Grant Duff gives tlie date 
Octobev-1720, and in a note explains lliat, owing to a' delay in nominating 
Iris successor, several authors had fixed the date in April 1721. . 

(5) A new Section commences here in the oiiginal. 
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collected a large force, (‘) and invaded Bundelktund. He 
attacked Kalpee, (-) Maboba, and Mow, which belonged to 
Haja Ghhutur Sal Bundeela, (^) and then laid siege to 
Jeetgnrh, which is near Jhunna-Panna, {^) a place also 
held by that Raja. The Bundeelas were driven to extre- 
mity by these proceedings. For a year and more the 
Bungush continued carr}dng lire and sword into the heart 
of Bundelkhnnd. At last Raja Chhutur Sal applied for 
succour in his distress to Bajee Rao Peshwa, and by 
order of the Saoo Raja, who was still living, that Chief 
marched with a force of sixty thousand horse and foot, and 
came, to Jhunna-Punna, and there surrounding the Bun- 
gush Chief’s army, cut off its supplies, and reduced it to 
great extremit3L The Afghans becoming desperate, made 
an attack on the fort , they were besieging while thus 
pressed themselves by hunger, and carried the place, but 
Bajee Rao cut off the supplies as before, (^) and the 
Afghans were reduced to sue for terms, and so returned 
home. 

. Raja Chhutur Sal being thus rid of his enemy, returned 
thanks to Bajee Rao for his assistance and declared, that 
he had nothing worthy to be offered i| ^quital. “ But”, 
said he, “ you see I have two sons, you s{ be a third to me, 
and here I agree to divide my country A four parts, one 

(■) A. D. 1733. 



Punna noted for its diamond mines, will probably be tbe place refer- 
red to. There is no good acconnt of the events which bronght Bajee 
Bao into Bundeikbund, nor of his proceedings there. Grant Duff and 
Jonathan Scott are very scanty and unsatisfactory. Pogson’s History of 
the Boondeelas contains nothing on tbe subject. 

This happened in 1732, according to Jonathan Scott, and in A. D. 
1734, according to Grant Doff; the accounts of both are most meagre. 
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I reserve for my own expences, do you and my other two 
sons each take one of the remaining three shares.” Bajee 
Rao was well pleased with this arrangement, and comiifg 
into the terms,' left one Govind, a Pundit, (*) to manage 
the fourth share of Bundelkhund thus allotted to him. 
He then returned totheDukhun. Some years after this 
Raja Chhutur Sal died, when his two sons (^)notsatisfied 
with their father’s disposition of his territories, quarrelled 
about the division of the inheritance. The eldest son attach- 
ed himself to Mohummud Shah of Dehlee, and gettingthe 
betterof his younger brother, expelled himfrom all the pos- 
sessions given to him by his father. He w’ent in his distress . 
to the Saoo Raja, and promised a sum of money, as the 
condition of obtaining aid in the restoration of his inherit- 
ance. Bajee Rao went again into Bundelkhund upon this 
invitation with a large force, and was met there by the 
elder brother, aided by a Royal armj’-, under Giridhur 
Naga, (^) the Soobadar of Allahabad. The Mahrattas 
were successful and plundered all Bundelkhund, and after 
levying large sums as tribute, returned to the Dukhun. 
Giridhur.Naga was killed in battle with them, fighting 
bravely. This happened in the Hejira year 1140. ('^) 

■ ■ 1 

. After a period, viz. in the 19th year of the reign of 
Mohummud Shah, 1149 (^) of the Hejira, Bajee came a third 
time into Hindoostan, bringing with him Mulhar Rao 


(*) The names of the sons were Jugiit Rajdeo, .and Herdesa, or 
-Hurdeo. . ' ' 

.(4) 8th August 1727 to'27th July 1728.— This date must be an error— 
see above; but there is great confusion in-all the accounts of these 
transactions. ’ 

(J) A. D. 1736.— 1st May to 20tli April 1737, '■ 
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Holknrand JtmkoojeeSindlieea. He Trent Erst into Gooj- 
rat with a great armv, and placed some garrisons there, 
after which, crossing the Xnrbnda, he came to Oojein,(‘) 
where Sewaee Jysingh of Jypoor, was stationed. Here 
these Chiefs met and joined forces, in consequence of 
which it was generally supposed, that the Mahrattas had 
come in this instance by Raja Jysingh's invitation. The 
Soobahdaree of Malwa, the revenues of which Jysingh 
had for some time appropriated to himself, was now made 
over to Bajee Rao, as the price of his friendship, and pro- 
mise of succour in case of need. Bajee Rao gave thePer- 
gunnas of Muheshur and Indor C) to ilnlhar Rao Hol- 
kur, and Oojein and Hindia(^ to Junkoojee Sindheea, as 
Jageers, in reward of, their respective services, and then 
advanced to Gwalior, G) where he placed a garrison, and 
after regelating the tribute of all the principal Rajas and 
Chiefs of the two Soobas of Ajmeer and Agra, (^) he 
rttacked Gohud, (^) and. lay two months before it. After 
settling affairs there, he moved to Bhind and Ater(“)inBhu- 
dawur, and plundered both places, getting an immense 
booty, besides levrdng a heavy contribution on the Bhu- 
doureea Raja. He next proposed to cross the Jumna 
into the Dooab, but the Xuwab JIunsoor Ulee KhanQ 
of Lukhnon, was at Shikobabad, (-) and opposed the 




1 1 a3 1 « (') 


jU!/ (‘) 


(') The Bhndawur or Blindonreea Raja’s territorv, lies between tbs 
Cbnmbnl and the Jumna, S. E. from Agra. 
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passage, killing four or five kundred Mah'rattas who 
v.entured over. jBajee Rao himself received in this aflaira 
severe hurt in the foot ; whereupon giving up this design 
he turned towards Delhee, and plundered there the Mela 
(Fair) of Kalka, (') where immense crowds of people 
were assembled, (®) and then returned to the Dukhuii. 
The Royal forces being by this time collected, went after 
him in pursuit, and compelle;fiJ^ji^ to retreat with all speed 
by the road of Oojein. 

Bajee Rao (^) dying soon after, Balajee (‘'^) the second, 
surnamed Nanha, his eldest son, succeeded to the honors 
and rank of Peshwa. Rughoonath Rao, (^) the younger 
brother, submitted to him, and Shumsheer Buhadoor, a 
half brother, by a Moosulman dancing girl, also took 
office under him. Nanha Peshwa bad three sons — Biswas; 
or Wiswas Rao, Madhoo Rao, and Nurayun Rao. C^) 
Chimna Apa, sou of the first Balajee Rao, died childless, 
but he had adopted one of his relations, who was known 
by the name of the Bhao. (’) 

In the Hejira year 1158, (®)SewaeeJysingh(®) ofJypoor 
died, and was succeeded by Eeshuree Singh, ('°) son of the 

' C) 

a' D* 1736 t gives tlie same date for this event. 

(3) Bajee, Kao died, accordingly to Grant DufF, on the 28th April, 
1740, on the banks of the Nurbuda. 

or more properly J 

(7) His name was Suda Sheeo Ra& Bha&. 

(®) A. D. 1745.— 23d January to 13th January 1746, O. S. 
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RatLor Ranee ;(’) his brother Madhoo Singh, 0 whose 
mother was of the Oodeepoor, or Seesodee(^) family, con- 
trived to escape to Oodeepoor, where Rana Jugut Singh, 
his mother’s brother’s son, took up his cause. The Rana 
sent a Khutree, named Keshoo Rao, (^) to solicit Ranha 
Peshwa to espouse also the cause of Madhoo Singh, pro- 
mising a crore of rupees as the price of Madhoo Singh’s 
elevation to the Guddee of Jypoor. Mulhar Rao Holkur 
was accordingly sent with a large army into Oodeepoor, 
and there had an interview with Rana Jugut Singh, 
when the two Chiefs exchanged turbands, and the Rana 
confirmed and renewed what had been promised oh his 
part by Keshoo Rao.. Mulhar Rao then commenced hosti- 
lities against Eeshuree Singh, with whom the war lasted, 
a long time. But as the settlement of this afiair was 
beyond Mulhar Rao’s means, he contented himself with 
plundering Jypoor, Mewar, and Malwa.(^) While he was 
, thus employed. Raja Eeshuree Singh, intending treachery, 
invited to Jypoor Keshoo Rao Khutree, who was at 
the time with Mulhar Rao, and spared nothing to win 
him to come within his power. Keshoo Rao asked 
Mulhar Rao’s permission to go,, and notwithstanding the 
dissuasion of that Chief, who warned him that no good 
could come of his going, he insisted on accepting the in- 
vitation, and, as his time was come, went. Eeshuree Singh 
immediately seized Keshoo Rao, and compelled him to 
take poison. This action, however, gave disgust to the 
State Officers of Jypoor, who put themselves in commu- 
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Iiicatibn \vitli ' Madhoo’ Siiigh, and invited MufliEir Rao 
Hblkur, \vIio' lay at tlie time at Boondee.(‘*) iTIie Mali- 
i-attas marched to^Sanganeer,(’) atid laid a plan' for seiz- 
ing Raja Eeslmfee Singh; who, finding his own Officers 
estranged from 'him; saw no remedy but -hiniself also to 
take poison,' which he did; and so put an 'end to himself. 
God be praised !' How wondrous 'are his ways'! As a 
■ man sows, so shall he reap. The treachery which poison- 
ed 'the cup of Keshoo Rao Khutreei was returned by a 
just retribution upon Eeshuree Singh himself, who admi- 
nistered the bowl. Who has been guilty of' the like, and 
has ■ hot sufTerecl 1 Thus, in the Hejira year 1165,0 
'Madhod Singh was raised to the Musnud of Jypoor, and 
Mulhar 'Rao marched away. The new Raja hesitating 
to fulfil tlie agreement under which, the Mahrattas had 
taken up his cause, -Mulhar Rao placed garrisons ' in 
Tohk,- Toda, and Malpoora,('f) and liimself returned to 
•Muheshur. • 

Next year active hostilities were commenced between 
Nuwab Munsbor UJee Khan, of Lukhnou; > and Ahmed 
KJian Bungush,(^) of Fiirukbabad. Raja Neivul Raee,(‘^) 
Deputy of- the former, ' was' defeated and slain in battle, 
and the Bungush plundered his rival’s territory, as far as 
A-IIahabad, and took possession of it. The Lukhnou 
'Soobahdar' sought refuge at Dehlee, and wrote to Mulhar 

(■*; A. D. 1751.— 9tli November, O. S. to 7th November 1752, N. S. 

■It was in this year, viz. in September 1752, that 11 days were struck out 
of- the Calendar, and the new style established in England by Act of 
'Parliament, ' ' 



DISSENTIONS- IN fllNDOOSTAN. 


61 


Rao Holkur for aid, promising a large sum as the con- 
dition of his effecting the ruin of the Bungush. Accord- 
ingly, in 1165(*) Hejira, Mulhar Rao came "with a large 
army to Kalpee, where crossing the Jumna, he entered 
the Furukhahad(®) territory, and plundered Mow and 
Shumsabad,(^) razing both places to the ground. Hear- 
ing of his arrival, Munsoor Ulee Khan came also with a 
large force from Dehlee, to act against Furukhabad, 
and Ahmed Khan being overpowered, took refuge in the 
hills of Kumaon,(4) where being received by the Raja, 
Ithe extreme ruggedness of the country precluded further 
pursuit. Mulhar Rao, with Munsoor Ulee, followed to 
the very foot of the hillsy but deeming it impossible to 
enter them, an accommodation was mediated by the.. 
Rohilla Hafiz Ruhmut Khan Hafiz ul Moolk.(^) Mul- 
har Rao received for this service from Munsoor Ulee 
sixty lacks of rupees and half of the Bungush’s territory. 
The other half was restored to Ahmed Khan, and Mun- 
soor Ulee resumed his government of Lukhnou. 

Mulhar Rao returned to the Dukhun after this arrange- 
ment.' In 1172 ('’) Hejira, the Bhao, who had been 
adopted by Chimna Apa, Bajee Rao’s brother, as above 
■ related, bringing with him Wiswas Rao, son of Balajee, 
•came upon the invitation of Sooruj Mul Jat, (’) of Bhurt- 
poor, with the intention of - seating themselves on the 


(') A. D. 1752.— 8lh November to 29th October 1753. 

(®) A. D. 1758.— 24th August to 14th August 1759. 
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throne, of Dehlee. The Mi, in the fallen state of the 
house of Tymobr,' had been engaged in hostilities with 
A' ujnf Khan Ameer-ooIrOmra, (*) an Afghan, who was then 
manager of the alfairs of the King, and in the. course of 
operations had laid siege to Dehlee. Hence the hopes of 
the Hindoos rose high ; an immense army came up from 
Poona, in which both Mulhar Rao Holkur and Junkoojee 
Sindheea, with their forces, formed a part. The Mah- 
ratta army was still on its way, when Sooroj Mul was 
killed in the trenches before Dehlee, and his army broke 
up and returned to Bhurtpoor. On the other hand, by 
the invitation of ATujeeb-obd-Donla, Ahmed Shah Doora- 
nee(-) ivas on his march into Hindoostan, and had already 
crossed the Atuk. (^) 

The Bhao, with Wiswas Rao, advanced by rapid 
marches, and took up a position at Paneepuf. The 
Dooranee Shah canie also and took post at a short dis- 
tance from the Mahratta army, and most of the Mahom- 
medan lords of the Dehlee Court, such as Ahmed Khan 
Bungush, Doondee Khan, (^) Hafiz Rulimut Khan, and 

also Nuwab Shooja-ood-Doula,(®) joined their forces to 

those of the King of Kabool. O The Mabrattas, thinking 
themselves over-matched, threw up a Sungur, (®) that 
is, a ditch and palisades, for their defence at Paneeput. 
Ahmed Shah thereupon surrounded the Dnkhun army, 
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and at last a great battle (’) Tvas fongbt, in Tvhicli the 
Bhao himself, "Wiswas Rao, and Junkoojee Sindheea, 
were all slain, and the Mahrattas sustained a total defeat. 
Mulhar Rao Holkur, by great good fortune, escaped 
safe, and got out of the wa}'" with his troops, until the 
Dooranee Shah returned to Kabool, where he died. 


(’) This battle was fonght on tlie 7tli Jannary 1761, and the loss of 
the Mahrattas is estimated at not less than two hundred thousand men. 
For a full account of it, see the third volnme of the Asiatic Researches, 
which contains a translation hy Lieutenant Colonel James Browne, of 
a minute description of the whole by Kashee Ram Pundit, in the service 
of Shooja-ood-Donla. Grant Duff says, that the Bhao placed his wife 
under Slulhar Rao’s charge with secret instructions: that, seeing, 
Wiswas Rao slain, and the battle going against him, be determined not 
to survive, and sent a message to Mnihar Uao to do as he had been 
ordered, whereupon this Chief immediately left the field. 
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CHAPTER II. 


1761 to 1773. . 

Maliratta History continued, from the Battle o/Baneeput 
to the Assassination of Narayun Rao Peshwa. 

I - 

^When the effect of this great event had somewhat 
subsided, Mulbar Rao Holfcor appeared ag-ain in the 
field, and commenced by hying siege to Koomher, (') on 
the plea that J uwahur Singh, (®) Sooruj Mul’s son and 
successor 'on the Guddee of Bhurtpoor, had held back 
from the Mahratta cause so as to have, occasioned, the 
defeat at Paneeput, Khundee Rao (^) Holkur, Mulbar’S 
sbn~,^^was killed 'in the trenches during this siege, and 
Juvrahuf Singh making apologies for his conduct and 
paying a money contribution, procured the return of 
Mulhar Rao to the Dukhun. 


P) Khundee Rao was the husband of Ahleea Baee,- whose history , 
figures so prominently in Sir John MalcoIm’s CenIral India. According 
to this Officer, Khundee Rao’s death occurred some years before the bat- 
tle of Paneeput. He gives in the margin the date 1754 for the event. 
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- Nanha PesHwa felt such affliction at the disaster of 
Paneeput, and particularlj'^ at the loss of his son Wiswas 
Kao, thatit broke his heart, and he died of grief. Madhoo 
Kao, his second son, -who "was somewhat j'onnger than 
"Wiswas Kao, succeeded to the Peshwa’s rank and power, 
and Ivurayun Kao, the third son, submitted to bis brother. 

It was about the same time that N njeeb Khan Ameer- 
ool-Omra(*) died at Dehlee, and faction there ran higher 
than ever — the Ilo}'al authority being no where respected. 
Juwahur Singh took this opportunity to revenge his 
father’s death; and drawing out his troops, invited Mul- 
har Kao Holkur to join in an attack upon Dehlee. The 
latter, accordingly, marched into Hindoostan with a large 
army, in the Hejira year 1173, (-) and uniting with 
Juwahur Singh, they together took the fort of Agra, and 
Juwahur Singh’s garrison was established there. Advanc- 
ing thence to Dehlee, they forced a contribution from 
Shah Alum, and a cession of Agra by Sunud. (^) Then 
returning by the route of Jypoor, Madhoo Singh, who, 
after the Mahratta defeat at Paneeput, had possessed 
himself of Tonk, Toda, and the other places heretofore 
garrisoned by Mulhar Kao, was compelled to give to 
Holkur a Sunud for Tonk, and to surrender the PerguO: 
nah of Kampoora('’^) to Oodeepoor, in lieu of Toda, Mal- 
poora, &c. Mulhar Kao left a garrison again in Tonk, 
and returned to the Dukhun. 




'i ^ ^ 


e) 


Q) Nnjeeb Khan Nujeeb-ood-dojila, died in October 1770. 

(*) A. D. 1759. 25th Angnst to 12th Angiist 17G0. This date would 
make these events anterior to the battle of Paneeput. There is an error 
of three or four yeais. 


(2) Sunud, a deed of grant. 
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3YAVA SINDHEEA ASSASSINATED. 


Jyapa, (’) ,tlie eldest son, succeeded Junkojee Sin- 
•dheea upon his death, at Paneeput, and Ranoojee, the 
younger son, submitted to , him. Madhoo Rao Peshwa 
sent J yapa -svith a large army against Joudhpoor.(") Jyapa, 
accordingly, penetrated into Mar war, (J) and besieged 
both Joudhpopr and .Kragor.('») -Bijye Singh, 0 the 
Rajab of Joudbpoor, was in person at Nagore; accord- 
Jy^ip^j leaving a smaller force to watch Joudhpoor, 
pushed the siege of .Nagor with vigour. Bijye Singh 
was reduced to great straights, so much so, as to fear for the 
loss of his Raj altogether. He, accordingly, adopted the 
following expedient to relieve himself. He hired two 
assassins to murder Jyapa, promising them a large 
reward. These two men going into the Mahratta camp 
pretended to quarrel, and were clamorous in alterca- 
tion, The men of the camp professed that they could 
not understand the dispute, and the disputants claimed 
to be taken before Jyapa, that he might settle it. 
Accordingly they were taken to Jyapa, who sent for tliem 
on hearing of the circumstances. They professed both 
to be desirous to tell their story to Jyapa, who called 
them nearer to him, that he might hear more distinctly. 
•When they thought themselves close enough, both at the 


(>) Awording to Grant Duff, Jyapa was tlie father, instead of the son, 
of Junkojee.— See the note at page 53, He seems to have succeeded 
-Kanoiee as head of the family, some time before tlie battle of 
Paneeput, while Eeshuree Singh still riiled io Jypoor, engaged in an expe- 
dition to reinstate Raja Ram Singh, who bad been expeUed by his uncle 
Raja Bukht, from Joudhpoor. Raja Bukht died by poison, and his'so'n 
Bijye Singh was defeated at Meertlia and fled to Nagor, where he stood 
a long siege, and planned at last the assassination of Jyapa. Junkojee, 
•who was taken prisoner and put to death after the battle of Paneeput, 
succeeded as bead of the family. Then lihedarba, over whom hlahajee 
prevailed. 
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same instant drevf concealed daggers, and rusliing ou 
;Tyapa, killed him on the spot. The army then fell into 
confusion and broke np from before Nagor. 

Ranojee Sindheea no sooner heard of his brother’s 
death, and of the treachery practised fay Bijye Singh, (') 
than his heart burned ■with rage and sorrow. Collecting 
a large army, with a heavy artillery, he marched from the 
Dukhan, to be revenged, and plundered, and laid waste 
the whole Joudhpoor territory. Bijye Singh was thus 
compelled to surrender the Soobah of AjmeerO to Ra- 
nojee, and agreed to pay besides a tribute of a lakli and 
•a half of rupees. Ranojee left a garrison of his own in 
Ajmeer, and returned to tlie Dukhun. 

Upon Mulhar Rao’s departure from Rajisthan,(^)the 
Rajpoots, instigated by Madhoo Singh, of Jypoor, expel- 
led his gai’rison from Tonk. Accordingly, in the Hejira, 
year 1178, ('’■) Mulhar Rao came again with a large army 
against that place, andlaid formal siege to Bhoomgurh, (^) 
as the citadel was then called, which has been rebuilt, 
and is now named Ameergurh, (^) and has been made the 
the Ameer’s palace. After fifteen days’ open trenches 
he marched off -to Perawa, {’) then also belonging to 
Jypoor, and besieging it, levied a contribution, after which 
he returned to Tonk, and continued the siege of Bhoom- 
gurh for three months, until it fell, and was razed to the 
ground. Mulhar Rao then again left a garrison in Tonk, 


( 4 ) A. D. 1764. 1st July to 19tU June, 1705. 
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and proceeded to Jypoor, upon wliich place lie levied 
tribute. ; He then turned towards Bundelkliund, and died 
a natural deatL(.‘) at Alunipoor,(=) near Jaloun. 

; Mnlliar Rao had no son, but.Kliundee Rao, who was 
killed .at the siege of JKoomher, as before related. Upon 
this Chief’s death, therefore, Ahleea • Baee,- Khundee 
Rao’s widow, who was in the Dukhun, adopted one 
Tukoojee, (3) a person of the. same cast and tiibe, with 
her husband, and father-in-law, and raised him to be the 
head of the Holkur family and fortunes. It was about this 
time that Madhoo Rao Peshw'a died,(‘^) and Rughoonath 
Rao, (^) son of Bajee Rao,; was placed .on the Guddee. 
N urayun Rao, Madhoo Rao’s younger brother, acted as 
his principal officer, (Peshkar) and Nanha Phurnuvees and 
Sukha Ram(‘^) continued to be Dewans, as in the time 
of Madhoo Rao. Ranojee Sindheea dying also, Maha- 
jee, (7) his natural son, became the head of that family 
through the favor of the Phurnuyees, to the prejudice of 
the claims of Manajee Phatkura, (®) the heir by Jegiti-. 


f>) The exact date.of Mnlliar Rao Holk'ur’s death is d6 where stated; 
It must have been about 17t35.— Sir J. Malcolm says, he died at the age 
of 70, after '40 years iiard service in command of the moyt active of the 
Mahratta armies. At page 120, vol. l, of his Central India, he mentions 
three years after the battle of Paneeput, which would give about 1764, 
for the date of this event. ' 

, (•*) Madhoo Rao Peshwa died on the ISih November 1772. 

(^) 

(7) This name is generallyso written InPersian. In Englidi it has many 
varieties. Grant Buff writes Mahadajee, .Sir J. Malcolm Madliajee, 
others Madliojee. In the Sunnds, obtained |)y Mahajee from Dehlee, Ids 
titles run thus Raja Muharaj, Madboo'Itao Sindheea, Mudar-ool- 
Muham, Aleejah Buhadur.” 
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mate descent. Maliajee’s younger brother Khedaijee,(‘) 
remained -w-ith him as first otBcer. This happened in 
1192f ) of the Hejira. 

Rughoonath Rao Peshwa being a .man of ambition, 
felt a desire to emulate his nephew" Wiswas Rao, who 
had aimed at the throne of Hindoostan, but had fallen in 
action with the Dooranee Shah, as related in the preced- 
ing Chapter. It seemed to him that now that throne 
w"as vacant, and there was nothing to prevent success. 
He accordingly resolved on another attempt on Dehlee, 
and leavino" Nuravun Rao as locum tenens at Poona, with 
Hanha Phurnuvees and Sukha Ram as Dew'ans, assisted 
bvTukoojee Holkur, to carry on affairs in the Dukhan, he 
'marched himself with a large army and strong artillery, 
taking with him Mahajee Sindheea, and proceeded first 
against Gohud, the Rana of which place had been trouble- 
some to the garrison left in Gwalior. ' Mahajee Sindheea 
grew suspicious of Rughoonath, and was secretly in the 
interest of Ivurayun Rao. He was accordingly luke- 
warm in the operations againt Gohud, and made an 
arrangement with the Rana on easy terms. Rughoonath 
Rao, looking upon Mahajee’s conduct in the matter as a 
slighCto his authority, sent him to attack Puthurg^rh, (^) 
a strong lull fort, and returning in all haste to the Dukhun, 
found there his nephew, xVurayun Rao, established in full 
authority as Peshv/a, and in a condition to refuse any 
. recognition of his superiority. Rughoonath Rao sought 
the means of unseating his nephew and re-establishing (*) 

(*) A- I'tS. SOlIi Jauuary to 18th January, 1779. 
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himself in the supremacy, but failed in the attempt, in- 
conse^quence of the influence of Nanha Phumuvees, the 
Dewan, who was in the interest of NuraynnEao, Rugboo- 
nath Rao wasted away with grief and disappointment at this 
failure of his plans. His wife, (*) however, was the most 
cunning woman of the age, and she won over one Pooriiea 
Gardee, Darogha('^) of the Peshwa’s artillery, by large 
bribes and promises, to circumvent and destroy Nurajuin 
Rao. Accordingly one day as Nurayun Rao was coming 
out of his Muhul, that is, the apartments of his wife, after 
dinner, the men attached to this ofiicer attacked him 
treacherously and killed him. They say that the young 
Peshwa was pursued by his executioners into the very 
presence of Rughoonath Rao, and wounded as he was, 
threw his arms about his uncle’s neck, declaring they were- 
murdering him without cause or necessity, that he had 
no desire for the supreme authority, and was ready to 
resign it. Rughoonath’s heart softened with compassion; 
and he begged that .his nephew’s' life might be spared,, 
but the murderers thinking their own lives would be the 
forfeit, if they left their work half done, paid no atten- 
tion to Rughoonath’s. intreaties, but finished the young 
man (^) even in his uncle’s ' arms. Upon his death,. 
Rughoonath Rao became Peshwa, with full authority : 
hot having then any children, he adopted Umrit Rao, his 
relation. 


p) Anitntia Baee was Iier name, and sb'e is reported to have been 
very beautiful, but most wicked. 

() 

This name may be Poorbea Gardee, Soomer Singb and Slolinmniud 
Voosuf, with Kliurnk Singli, were the principal conspirators. Poorbea 
Gardee, would merely imply that the men were of tbe palace guard 
entertained in Hindoostan, or some country lying East of Poona, 

( 3 ) This murder was perpetrated on the'SOth August 1773. 
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CHAPTER III. 


1773 to 1788. 

3IaJiratta history continued — state of parties after the 
death of Nurayun Rao — Rughoonath dejiosed — 
3Iahajee Sindheea’s history to the death of Gholam 
Kadir. 

INanha Pliurnnvees ivas close linked with the fortunes 
ofHuraynn Rao Peshwa, and took his assassination much 
to heart; but as Mahajee Sindheea was still engaged in the 
siege of Puthurgurh, he dissembled and kept his designs 
secret, Mahajee Sindheea was compelled soon after to 
breakup from before Puthurgurh, and returned to the 
Dukhun by the route of Oojein. 

SukhaRam, the second Dewan of the Peshwa’s Govern- 
ment, thinking the time favorable, made his peace with Rug- 
hoonath Rao-, and joined that party; and at his instigation 
Manajee Phatkura, (*) the second son of Ranojee Sind- 


(■) 

(’) I donot find in Sir John tVlalcolm any mention of this Pretender. 
Khcdarjee or Khedarba, son of an elder brother, is said to have contested 
the Guddee with Mahajee. But there is the authority of a letter of 
Colonel Palmer, Resident at Poona, for the fact that Rughoonath Rao 
conferred the Sindheea Jageers on Mana Phakray to Mahajee’s preju- 
dice.— See note to page 207, vol. II., of Grant Duff’s History of the 
Mahraltas, 
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lieea, by a ■woman of the same caste -with himself, was sent 
for and received a (Kliilat) dress of honor from Rughoo- 
nath Rao, and the appointment of Soobadar of Hindoos- 
tan, in supercession of Mahajee, the before recognized head 
of that family. Notice of Mahajee’s disgrace was sent at 
the same time in writing to Raghoo Mankha(*) and other 
Surdars of Mahajee’s army, with orders for them to assist 
in transferring the Government of Oojein to Manajee 
Phatkura. The newly appointed Spobah was already on 
the road, pnd Raghoo Mankha acting upon these orders 
broke off from Mahajee, and was preparing for his recep- 
tion at Oojein, when Mahajee attacking the latter, a battle' 
ensued, in which Mahajee was at first worsted, but in a 
second action a body of 5000 Goosaeeris, coming oppor- 
tunely from the invisible world as it were, took part with 
Mahajee, and gave him a complete victory ; Raghoo, 
Mankha (') being slain in the action, 

Manajee Phatkura hearing of this event turned back 
towards Poona, and Nanha Phurnuvees who was. of 
Mahajee’s party, sent ten lakhs of rupees to assist in 
recruiting his arm 3 ^ He at the same time treacherously 
advised Rughoonath to make an invasion of the territories 
of Nizam Ulee Khan of Hyderabad, persuading him that 
the time was favorable for success in that quarter. The 
phuruuvees’s real object in' this advice was, by some 
means to get Rughoonath Rao away from Poona, when he 
hoped by intrigue and faction to make it impossible for- 
him to return. The Peshwa was deceived by his artifices, 
and the forces of Rughoojee Ghoosla being joined to his 
ovm, both commenced operations against Nizam Ulee. 
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Bat Buglioonatlillao Lad no sooner gone than the NanLa 
invited MaLajee Sindheea with Lis forces, and gave out 
tLat Nuraynn Bao’s wife was witL cLild, andtLat if a Loy, 
tLe cLild was tLe true Leir, andmust sit on tLe Musnud of 
tLe PesLwas. He went so far as to proclaim tLe unborn 
son by tLe name of MuLaraja GurbL-basee, wLicL means 
the MuLaraja in the womb, and carried on affairs in that 
name. 

BugLoonatL Bao, in the mean time, without any decid- 
ed action taking place, was yet unsuccessful in the 
operations against Hydurabad, and was’ ultimately com- 
pelled to retreat ; but . hearing of what was passing at 
Poona he feared to shew’ himself there, and retired to 
Kandes, whence he applied to the English (') for assistance. 
Tv?b armies accordingly came to his aid, one under Gene- 
ral Leicestef(®) marched direct upon Poona, while another 
came down to his support from Seronj. Hanha Phurnu- 
vees, who was an experienced politician, and canning as 
a fox, wrote upon this to Bughoonath Bao — If you 
call in the English army be the consequences upon your 
head. I shall be compelled to lay waste the whole Poona 
territory and to retire before it, and what will you or they 
gain.” The English hearing of this plan being in agita- 


(‘i A. D, 1775. 

(“) The name here introduced can refer only to Col. Leslie, to whom 
Mr. Hastings at first assigned thecomroand of the force, that was ordered 
down from Hindoostan in 1778 through Cnndelkimnd, to operate against 
the Mahrattas in the Dnkhun. He failing to make^progress, the com- 
mand was afterwards given to General Goddard, who executed the 
scheme with_ great success. The officers who commanded the armies 
directed against Poona from Bombay, were first, Col. Keating, tlien Col. - 
Egerton and a Committee, and Col. Upton intermediately was sent to 
Poona to ncgociate. Mr. afterwards Sir Charles Malet, was finally estab- 
lished at Poona as Resident. There is no name like Leicester amongst 
those employed on the side of Bombay. 


L 
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tioiJ) •I'ecohiniGudsd a peacG, and 'Riighoonatli accordingly 
made propositions to the Pburnuvees,. which were met on 
his part by an offer to furnish fnndsffdr Rughoonath’s 
expences, if he would wait with his party atICopergaon, (*) 
till it should he- seen whether the child of the widow of 
Nurayim' Pao was a boy; that if it were so, the infant 
should succeed as Peshwa, but if the child were a girl, 
Rughoonath should be restored to power. Rughoonath 
•Rao accepted these terms, and the English armies 
retired : 'but ■they had no sooner gone, than the Nanlia 
broke the conditions and refused to surrender Kopergaon, 
and kept thePeshwa, with his family, in a kind of surveil- 
lance within the fort of Dhdorup. . When the appointed 
time for the birth of the child (°) arrived in the Hejira 
year -1190, (^) Sewaee Madhoo Rao was Ijorn of the widow 
of Ifurayun Rao, (Gunga Baee). Some say that the child 
was provided by Nanha Phurnuvees,-and that the birth 
was a cheat], and God only knows the real truth. ’ ■ ^ 

■ Rugboonalh was for some years shut up in the fort of 
Dhoorup/C^) and;in that interval had two cliildren by his 
wife. They were ' named Bajee Rao, (^) who was after- 


(») Madhoo Rao Niirayiin was born on the 18th April 1774. There is 
thus an error of at least two years in the dateliere^ given. The transac- 
lioos of eight eventful years are very somraarily. dispatched in these two 
rages. The author is, however, excusable for having failed in this part 
of his history ; for the confusion of Grant Duff’s account of this Mahratta 
war shows what the^atterapt to be explicit might have led to. 

(3) A, D. 1770.— 21st February to 8lh February 1777. 

, i , 

(r) Bajee Rao, tbe eldest son of Rughoonath, -was born in tbe/ort of 
Dbar in Malwa, at the very beginning of the above war in January 1775. 
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wards Peshwa, and Chimna Apa, tbe second of that name 
also in the family. jCvanha Phurnavees having in this 
interval completely established his own authority, brought 
Kughoonath and his family from Dhoorup, and settled 
them at Kopergaon on the Gunga Godavuree.(') It was 
in the course ofthese events that MajorP3me(^) (Popbam,) 
went with some battalions by invitation of the Gohud 
Rana, (^) to attack Gwalior, and having opened 
-trenches against the fort, got the better of the garrison 
and took the place, which the English Government there- 
npon gave over to the Rana. An English'army also 
marched to Seronj, in prosecution of hostilities against 
the Blahratta power; and Mahajee Sindlieea bearing 
of these events, took his leave of the infant Peshwa 
and of Nanha Phurnavees, and marched with a formida- 
ble army to Oojein, whence he afterwards advanced to 
Seronj. Butinstead ofabattle ensuing, peace O was con- 
cluded between him and the English: which the Rana of 
Gohud seeing, he also wrote to Mahajee, that he was 
now sensible that no good was to be got by having to do 
with the Furingees, that he desired therefore to be 
readmitted to his friendslnp, and was ready to restore 
Gwalior {^) as the price of peace. Mahajee Sindheea 


AisjS' (^) 

(*) Tlih 15 a mistake. Gwalior was, on this occasion, token by anrprize 
in a uiglit attack on the 3d Aiignst 1780. Major Popliafn encamped 
more than twenty miles off, and never fired a cannon against the place.- 

.(*) tbe treaty of Salbye, whereby a general pacification was effected 
witli all theMahratta Powers, mast be the transaction here referred to. 
It was conclodcd by Mr. D. Anderson on the J7th May 1782, and ratified 
at Calcutta on the 6th Jnne, hot notalPoona till December following, and 
the ratifications were only finally exchanged on the 24th February 1783. 

(®) Maliajee’s recovery of Gwalior, and other acqrtisitions from^ tbe 
Eana of Gobnd, were the result of several years’ Military operations, 
during or rather at the close of which Benoit De Boigne first became 
known to Maliajee. 
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agreed to these terms, and thereupon the English army 
returned to the territories of that nation, and the Rana, 
having restored Gwalior, had an interview with Mahajee ; 
hut conceiving some suspicions, he suddenly fled across 
the Chumbul to Kuroulee,(') whither Mahajee pursued 
him with his army, and ultimately obtaining; possession of 
his person, confined him in the fort of Gwalior. 

About this time Zoolfikar-ood-Doula Nujuf Khan- (=) 
a principal officer, and indeed prime minister of Shah 
Alum, died, and Agha . Shufeea, (3) his sister’s son, 
obtained the chief authority at Dehlee. He, however, 
after a short interval, marched away and united his 
party with jiifrasiab Khan, Nujuf Khan’s Chelaf who 

w’as ,at Futehpoor Seekree. (^) Agha Shufeea being a 
hasty passionate man soon gave offence, and ill-will arose 
between the . two, whei’eupbn . Afrasiab Khan invited 
Mohummud Beg Humdanee, (®) a principal officer of the 
deceased Hujuf Khan, who was living on a Jagheer he 
had obtained at Dholpoor Baree, (7) and joining, with him, 
procured by his advice the treacherous assassination- of 
Agha Shufeea by the agencj^of Ismaeel Beg, (®) a nephew 
of the Humdanee. Afrasiab and Mohummud Beg, how- 
ever, could agree no better and quarrelled for the ascen- 
dancy, whereupon the Goosaeen Himmut Behadoor, 
another of Nujuf Khan’s officers, thought the opportunity 

IjUul Ij «i C)^ 

(*)'Nuj\if' Khan,'vflK) succeeded Nujeeb-ood-Doula in the title and 
antliority of Ameer-ool-Omra, died on the 22d April 1782. 
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favorable for liis ovu rise. Observing therefore that 
Xajuf Koolee, (^) Nujuf Khan’s other Chela, was at 
Kanor, (*). in the Rewaree (^) country, where he had a 
Jagheer, and that Afrasiab and the Hutndanee were at 
daggers drawn, he wrote to Mahajee Sindheea to point 
out that the time was favorable for him, and to invite him 
to the neighbourhood. Mahajee accordingly crossed 
from Gwalior to the north of the Chnmbul, A Chela of 
Agha Shufeea, named Zyn-ool-Abudeen Khan, formed a 
conspiracy to , circumvent and slay Afrasiab Khan, 
and succeeded, whereupon the troops of that Chief went 
over to Mahajee Sindheea. The Mahratta Chief then 
advanced to Fntehpoor Seekree, where he had an 
action with Ahmed Beg Humdanee, and defeated and 
brought him to submission. Mahajee then advanced to 
Dehlee, where he had an audience of the King Shah 
Alum, and obtained a Sunnd for the fort and town of 
Agra. Taking the King with him, Mahajee went nest 
against Raja Pnrtab Sing {^) of Jypoor, and esacted 
from him sistj" lakhs of rupees as tribute due. The 
Kang then returned to Dehlee, while Sindheea proceeded 
to Mutbra. Here he received an imitation from Burda 
Singh of KishengurhjC'^) to espouse the cause of Man 
Singh,(7) the son of Prithee Singh,(®) of Jypoor, by a 
daughter of Burda Singh, who being senior to Pnrtab 


(*) 22d October 17S5.— Afrasiab Eban has the credit of baring invited 
Mahajee Sindheea in this instance ; and as the latter benefitted by 
the assassination, he is not exempt from snspicion of having connived at it. 
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Singh, was entitlea to the Guddee in preference, hut 
had , been excluded by the intrigues of his half-brother, 
and of the Jypoor Nobles and State Officers, A crore 
of rupees was promised as the pi-ice of Man Singh’s 
elevation. Mahajee, upon this, moved against Jypoor, 
and advanced to Lai South and Tonka. (‘) The Hum- 
danee Mohummud Beg, who, with.^his troops, had been 
attached to the division of Mahajee’s array, commanded 
by' Klmndojee, (*) Ambajee Inglia’s brother; and then a 
principal officer of Sindheea’s, and who was employed in 
the operations against Khychheewara,(^) deserted to Jypoor 
soon after the fall of that place. Whereupon RajaPurtah 
Singh being thus reinforced, and having summoned to his 
aid a body of Rath&rs(‘’^) from Joudhpoor, advanced to 
meet Mahajee in- the fiield. In the battle which ensued, 
a shot -struck a tree under which the Humdanee was 
standing, and he was killed by its fall, thus showing the 
justice of the ways of Providence, and affording another 
instance of the retribution which awaits bad actions. 
Night came on without any decisive result, During the 
night, a Captain' of Sindheea’s, by name Sheeoo Singh, 
who had been tampered with by the Humdanee, went 
over to Jypoor with an entire brigade that he commanded, 
and Mahajee, in consequence, instead of renewing the 
battle, next morning retreated by the way of Blrartpoor 
to Agra. ■ Ismaeel Beg,. who had succeeded his uncle, the 
Humdanee Mohummud Beg, in the command of the J ypoor _ 
fotces, advanced towards Agra and defeated Mahajee, 
who retreating before him towards Gwalior, was pursued 
as far as’Dholpoor. Trenches were also opened against 
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the fort of Agra, but another division of Sindheea’s forces, 
under Ranee Khan, (*) coming up from a different direc- 
tion, relieved the place. Ismaeel Beg, however, retarn- 
ing from Dholpoor Baree, again possessed himself of the 
town of Agra, and drove off Ranee Kian towards Bhurt- 
poor, and so‘fesnmed the siege of the fort. 

It was during this interval of reverse to the Sindheea 
fortune that Gholam Kadir, (”) son of Zabita Khan, (^) 
of Ghousgurh, came to Dehlee and forced his way into 
the city. As he was a turbulent factious man, and 
opposed the Royal authority, and yet was too powerful to 
be put down by open force, Shah Alum, holding, out 
prospects of ambition and conquest, induced him to march 
on an expedition with the Begum Sumroo’s battalions, 
then serving the Royal cause- But he had no sooner 
crossed the Jumna with them, than, at the King’s instiga- 
tion, they broke into mutiny and tumult; whereupon he 
returned and opened his guns on the Royal palace, and 
then, with a force of twenty-five thousand horse and foot, 
marched away alone and made himself master of Uleegurh. 
He thence moved to Agra and joined Ismaeel Beg, and 
making an agreement with him for an equal partition of 
conquests, both marched against Mahajee Sindheea’s 
General, Ranee IGian. They brought him to action at 
Chaksoo, (^) about five kos from Bhurtpoor, and utterly 
defeated him, though he had been reinforced by troops 

O jti Uj%lL= O 
W (^) j 

(S) 24th April 1788. — De Boigne was in this action, and a Mr. Liste- 
nanx, a Frenchman, commanded the Jat Infantry. They were ill-snp- 
ported by the Cavalry, and so the day was lost, but their corps retired 
unbroken from the field. 
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from Bliurtpoor, and notwithstanding also, that several of 
Ismaeel Beg’s principal officers, such as Mulik Mohum- 
mud, and the Furingee Ekdust, went over with four bat- 
talions from Ismaeel Beg before the action. Ranee Khani 
took refuge in Bhurtpoor. Ismaeel Beg and Gholam' 
Kadir after this victory, having taken Ranee Khan’s artil- 
lery, came against Bhurtpoor ; whereupon Ranee Khan 
retired to Koomher, whither he was pursued, and succes- 
sive assaults were made on the place without success by 
the Mahomihedah Generals. They then returned to 
Agra, and set up the Prince Meerza Juwan Bukht against 
Lis father, Shah Alum, and sent him' towards Dehlee.’ 
The Prince came to Koel by the route of Sekundra,(') 
when the two Generals quarrelled, and Gholam Kadir 
separating from Ismaeel Beg, returned alone to Ulee- 
gurh. ■ ' 

Hearing of these "events, Mabajee Sindheea marched 
from Gwalior to Agra, and defeated Ismaeel Beg, (") who 
fled with a few followers to Uleegurh, where a reconcilia- 
tion took place" between him and Gholam Kadir, and both 
went together to Dehlee. Bjthe connivance of Allah Tar 
Khan and Budul Beg Khan,(3) two Moghul Turkoman 
officers of the "King’s guard, Gholam Kadir and Ismaeel 
Beg obtained a free passage across the Jumna, and pro- 
fessingmuch contrition, with many apologies and excuses, 
procured apardonfrom the King, and were admitted to ah 
audience and re-employed. Shah Alum then proposed to 
send them with the Prince Suleeman Shikoh (-») to reduce 



SHAH ALUM DEPRIVED OF SIGHT. 81 

some of the countries TvLicli Iiad tliroMn off his yoke, and 
an expedition -was fitted out Mith this professed object, hut 
secretly the King at the same time addressed a letter to 
Mahajee Sindheea to this effect: That although yielding 
to circumstances, he-fiad ostensibly countenanced Ismaeel 
Beg and Gholam Kadir, andhad sent the Prince, his son, 
to share their enterprise, his real -wishes -were not for 
theirsuccess. “In 3*00,” the Shah added, “ismyhopeand 
my reliance, fear not!” This letter of the King to Mahajee 
unfortunately fell into the hands of Gholam Kadir, who 
advising upon it with Ismaeel Beg, determined to keep 
terms no longer with a Prince who so acted towards them : 
accordingly, seizing tlie King’s person, he deprived him of 
sight, and plundered the palace of all he could lay hand 
upon, and then set up the Prince Bedar Bukht, (') one of 
the sons of MohummudShah, as King. 

Mahajee Sindheea hearing of these events at Agra, 
where he had remained after the rictory over Ismaeel 
Beg, advanced toMuthra, (-) and thence sent Gopal Rao 
Bhao, JeewaBada, Lukhwa, and Raeejee Putel, ( 3 ) with 
Ranee Khan and other officers, against Gholam- Kadir 
Khan ; -with them he also sent DeBoigne, whom he had 
then recently taken into service, and (^)Ekdust Furingee, 
with several Battalions. By the time this force reached 



j ! a ^ O 
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TheTranslator has been unable to trace this narne, or to discover 
who the officer is tliat is so designated. Monsr. Perron had lost a hand by 
the accidental explosion of a hand grenade, and might be the person in- 
dicated, if the signification, and not the sound of the words, were taken 
as the guide for conjecture. Ekdust Saheb may mean the one handed 
gentleman. Hons. Perron, however, is elsewhere' designated as Peeroo 
Saheb. 
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ilie.neiglibourhood of Dehlee/Ismaeel Beg and Gbolam 
Kadir had quarrelled in the division of the spoil of the 
palace, and the former came over and joined Banee Khan, 
Sindheea’s General, whereupon, by Mahajee’s order, he 
was detached into Hureeana. Gholam Kadir being thus 
left alone, defended himself a short time in the fort of 
^Dehlee, and then retired to Noorgurb, (*) where finding 
it impossible to hold out, he made his escape by open- 
ing a sally-port of Suleemgurh, (-) by which he got to 
the , Jumna and crossed. Being pursued and defeated 
by Sindheea’s troops, he fled in confusion to Jlleeruth, (^) 
and there took refuge. A division of Sindheea’s army 
pursued him thither, and for a mouth lay before Meeruth. 
When the provisions of the garrison were entirely ex- 
pended i Gholam Kadir determined on a desperate effort 
to escape with two or tliree hundred horsemen, ’who still 
stuck by him. As the night was dark, and his fate 
equally black, the horse he rode fell into a brick well, and 
was killed. His followers, not knowing of the accident, 
left him lying there, and separated each for his individual 
safety: one man only, byname ZnburdustKhan,('f) remain- 
ed by him, and having helped him out of the well, carried 
him to a village near. It so happened that the-Zemindar 
of the village knew himj and told him his life would not 
be safe there, but he offered to conceal him in his own 
house. Gholam Kadir, after a Utile hesitation, determined 
to trust the man, and went to bis house. But a Brahmin 
of the village, who had enmity against this CJiief, became 
acquainted with the secret, and went immediately to 
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Sindheea’s General, Ulee Bnbadur, (*) to wliom he told it, 
and got a village in Jageerfor the intelligence. Gholara 
Kadir was, in consequence, made prisoner, and carried 
hy Ulee Buhadur to Mahajee Sindbeea, wbo caused him 
to be tied by tbe foot, to tbe foot of an elephant, and so 
-he was beaten to pieces, and separated limb from limb, 
and suffered a miserable death, (-) in requital for all 
his crimes. Verily, who has committed such, and not 
suffered ? 

(=) A. D. irS8-S9., 
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CHAPTER IV. 


1789 to 1797. 

Conclusion of the Sketch of Mahraita Eistonj to tJie 
seizure of Jusxoiint Rao Holkvr — and his wijn’ison- 
ment at Nagi^oor. 


It has been mentioned that at the battle of Tonka, 
wherein Mahajee suffered a defeat, the Rathors of 
Joudhpoor took part with the J^'poor forces. Inflated 
with their success, the Rathors assumed the height of 
insolence and presumption, and reproached the men of 
Jypoor with taunts and insults, (‘) as if it were themselves 
only that had saved the Jvpoor State, which, but for them,, 
would have been the spoil of the Mahrattas. These 
speeches and reproaches were so many arrows in the side 
of Raja Piirtab Sing-h, who thence came to hate the 
Rathors. He, accordingly, secretly made his peace with 
Mahajee Sindheea, who sent a force from Muthra against 
Patun Torawutee, (”) in the Shekawatee country, where 


(') Amongst the principal causes of offence, were some ribald verses of 
the Rathor bards, implying that the Rathors only had served the petti- 
coats of Jypoor from profanation— oodnf fyn Amber ra rekha Raliioran, 
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the Rathors were caatoned, having heen recently joined 
by Ismaeel Beg. An action was there fought, in which 
the Rathors and Ismaeel Beg were defeated. (') They 
fled to Peepar(^) in Joudhpoor, where another force 
of Rathors was collected, and both together prepared for 
a second stand at Meertha. The Mahratta army 
continuing the pursuit, advanced to Meertha, (^) and 
defeating the Rathors again, (4) followed them to Joudh- 
poor after sacking Meertha, and plundering all the country 
as far as Peepar. Raja Bij}'e Singh, of Joudpoor, being 
now reduced to estremit}^ agreed to pay a tribute of 
ten lakhs of rupees, and surrendered the Soobah of 
Ajmeer, which was in consequence occupied and garri- 
soned by the Mahrattas, and their Government was 
established in the surrounding country. Trenches were 
opened against Bukhra, (^) a fort of the Ajmeer territory, 
which being taken, the army returned to Mahajee at 
Muthra. These events happened in the Hejira year 
1204 . 

Himraut Bubadur Goosaeen conceiving at this time 
some ill-will against Mahajee Sindheea, resorted to magi- 
cal incantations to get' rid of him; and the secret getting 
wind, Mahajee attempted to seize the person of the 
Goosaeen, but he had timely warning and fled to XJlee 


(’) Ameer Klian was on Uie losing side in these affairs, being attached 
at the time to a Riisaladar in Ismaeel Klian’s service — vide Book 1. 
Chapter II, The battle at Fatun was fought on the 20th June 1790, 
and was hard contested. 

( 3 ) A. D. 1790, 12th September. J ^ ^ 

(^) ^ 

. (°) A. D. 1789. — 21st September to 9th September, 1790. The peace 
was not concluded until 1792. 
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OBuIiadur, wbo bad tbe' Zuree Putka,(') or standard of 
supreme commaud from tbe Pesbwa. Mahajee Sindheea 
was veify -urgent witb Ulee Bubadur for the surrender 
of Himmut Bubadur to him, but from respect to the 
standard be would not resort to force to compel it: at last 
an order came from Poona to settle this cause of differ- 
ence, and Ulee Bubadur was sent along with Himmut 
Bubadur, to superintend tbe affairs of Bundelkhund. 
Tukoojee Holkur, wbo since tbe war with Tippoo, bad 
been associated with Maliajee Sindheea, was now detach- 
ed to administer the affairs of Jypoor, with which State 
an adjustment had been made on the terms of equal 
•partition. Gopal Rao Bhao ,and Jeewa -Dada were 
appointed to administer tbe affairs of Hindoostan for 
'Mahajee, and tbe principal part of the army, with De 
Boigne’s newly raised brigades, and Lukhwa Dada’s 
troops, were quartered in that country, while Mahajee 
himself with Ambajee Inglia, Monsieur Perron and Ranee 
^Khan marched into Mewar. Ambajee was left here as 
Soobahdar, and Mahajee then returned into the Dukhun. 

- Mahajee Sindheea was no sooner removed from Bfin- 
doostan, than Tukoojee Holkur pressing bard on Jypoor, 
the Rajah, by advice of a Moosahib, (companion) named 
• JDoulat Rao IJuldeea, (^) entered into a private correspon- 
dence with Gopal Rao Bhao, Jeewa Dada, and other 
Surdars of the Sindheea family. He represented that 


- ’ ■/ ' JJ 

(!) Literally golden girdle, -so called because tlie standard consisted of 
such a girdle tied round the shaft of a spear. 
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they were interested in protecting' his country from depre- 
dation hy the Holkur troops, as the half of the tribute 
was theirs, and while Tukoojee plundered the Jypoor ter- 
ritory in all directions, the pajunent of what had been 
stipulated, was impossible. The Raja on these grounds 
claimed their assistance, of good offices, to be relieved of 
the burthen of Holkur’s excesses. Gopal Rao Bhao and 
the rest upon this wrote to Tukoojee to say, that JEIindoo- 
stan was theirs in partnership, and therefore his acting 
separately agaiqst Jypoor was improper. Tukoojee 
.replied, that in the distribution of tributes and territories, 
J5"poor had been allotted to him, and Joudhpoor to them; 
while the rest of Hindoostan only was in partnership. 
The correspondence got to a length, and led to a quarrel, 
so much so, thatan action was fought at last at Lakheree (*) 
Ghat, in. the Boondee. country, when Tukoojee was 
defeated, . and retreated in all haste to Mnheshur, his 
family Jageer. Jeewa Dada, with DeBoigne’s brigade, 
followed in pursuit, and went to the Dukhun, while Gopal 
Rao Bhao and Lukhwa Dada returned from Lakheree to 
Muthra. It was at this .time that Mahajee Sindheea(°) 
died. As he had no children, Ifanha Pburnuvees acting 
under the authority of Sewaee Madhoo Rao Peshwa, sent 
for Doulut Rao Sindheea, (^) the son of Khedarjee 


(*) 

(^) At Wnnonlee, near Poona, on the 12th February, 1794. 

Vic j\ 1 j 

(3) Donlnt Rao is stated by €rant Duff to have been the son of 
Anniid Rao, who was the youngest of three sons of Tukoojee Sindheea, 
Wahajee’s full brother, killed with Junkojee at Paneepiit. Khedarjee is 
stated to have been Annnd Rao’s eldest brother, and to have died 
childless ; but the second brother, Roulajce, is said to have had two sons. 
Doulut Rao owed the succession to Mahajee’s favor, and declared in- 
tention to adopt him, but the adoption was not completed before Ma- 
hajee’s death, and Doulut Rao’s accession was opposed by the widows, 
aided by Enkhwa Dada. 
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Bfaliajee’s younger brother,' wbo was at the time’ at Oojeiu, 
and raised him to all the honors of the family. This hap- 
pened in 1209 (’) Hejira. 

Madhoo Kao Nurayuii was. bent on attacking the Ni- 
zam of Hydurabad, and Nanha Phurnuvees having been 
consulted, made preparations to put the design in execu- 
tion.. Kughoojee Ghoosla, (^) who was a. connexion of 
the Saoo Kaja, and an old Officer of that Government, 
was invited to join, and Tukoojee Holkur being sum-^ 
moned from jMuheshur, came down to Poona with his 
troops, and put himself under. the Pesliwa’s command.^ 
There were thus collected for operations against Hy- 
durabad, the forces of Sindheea, of Holkur, and the 
Ghoosla, which, with the troops of theDukhun Chiefs, 
made a force at command of near four hundred thousand 
men. This army moved towards Hydurabad, and Nizam- 
ool-moolk Nizam Ulee Khan marched out with such troops 
as he could collect to meet the Mahratta forces.' . A 
great battle was fought ut Khura, (^) (called by Euro-- 
peans Kurdia,) in the Dowlatabad district. -Dowliit 
Kao Sindheea, who led the' advance of the Peshwas' 
army, distinguished himself greatly in this action, and 
Nizam Ulee Khan was defeated.- A peace was then 
concluded, in which the Nizam consented to pay tribute 


(’) A. RV 1794. — 29tb July to 1711) July 1795. ’ . 

(') 

(=), In Persian the name of this family is invariably written 
Ghoosla, not Bboosla. 

■ ■ ■ ' 

(3) This great battle was fought on the lull March 1795. It was lost 
by Nizam Ulee's impatience to relireand withdraw his Infantry, anil by 
an accidental alarm and panic, which broke out in the night in bis 
Camp. The consequences to Nizam Ulee were very disastrous. . 
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of a crore of rupees, and to surrender immediately coun- 
try yielding a revenue of ten lakhs, as a hostage for the 
execution of which conditions Moosheer-ool-MooIk, (^) 
his Dewan and confidential Minister, was delivered into 
the Peshwa’s power. Madhoo Rao, after this glorious 
termination of the war, returned to Poona, and gave to 
Doulut Rao Sindheea in reward for his services the 
fort of Dowlutabad. Rughoojee Ghoosla took his leave 
and returned to Nagpoor, but the rest of the troops col- 
lected for this war remained for the most part in the 
Dukhun. , In the midst of these events, Madhoo Rao 
Peshwa was one day amusing himself with flying kites on 
a terrace of his palace, when, as fate ordained, the string 
of his life being short, his foot slipped, and he fell.over 
the parapet, and the kite of his soul flew away into the 
air, ' This happened in the Hejira year 1215. (®) 

Sewaee Madhoo Rao Peshwa having no children, 
Nanha Phurnuvees - and the other Poona lords set up at 
first Chirana Apa, Rughoonath’s youngest son, who, with 
Bajee Rao, his elder brother, was !in surveillance at 
Kopergaon. But Bajee Rao intriguing with Doulut Rao 
Sindheea, and promising a crore of rupees if he would 


(') 

p) It lias been generally believed that tlie young Peshwa threw him- 
self from the top of the house in anger at a hzrsh speech of Nanha 
Phurnuvees, and this is confirmed by Grant Duff’s recent history, than 
whom no one can have had better means of ascertaining the fact. The 
event occurred on the 25th October 1795, five years before the date in the 
text — 1215 jnay, however, be a mistake of the transcriherfor 1211, the date 

being written at length in words, and and being very 

likely to be mistaken one for the other. The year 1215 commenced 
25th May 1800, and ended 13tb May 1801, Whereas, A. H. 1210 
commenced 18th July 1795, and closed on the 6th July 1790, It was, 
tlierefore, in 1210, that Madhoo Rao Nurayun died. 

N 
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vseize the Naiiha; arid place hiriiself on the Guddee, won 
over this Chief, so that the Phtirnuvees was put under 
restraint, and Bajee Rao, the second, was elevated to the 
dignity of Peshwa. Bajee Rao exacted from Nanha 
Phurnuvees< the means of keeping his engagement with 
Doulut Rao, and then released him. But as the Nanha 
was a cunning man, deeply versed in all intrigue, he set 
himself after his release to find the means of getting rid 
of Bajee Rao, as the only means of restoring himself to 
powerl Tt was in the middle of these events that Tukoo- 
jee Holkur died, (') leaving* four sons, KasbeeRao and 
Mulhar Rao, (") by a woman of the same caste with himself, 
and Juswunt Rao (5) and Eethul Rao, ('^) commonly 
called Eetajee, by a Khriwas, dr slave girl. Upon the 
death of Tukoojee, Kashee Rao, bding the eldest son, was 
raised to', the head of the Holkur party ; but the Nanha 
intrigued with Mulhar Rao, the second brother, and he 
began raising troops, declaring that Kashee Rao was 
unfit to be at the head of affairs, and being promised by 
Nanha Phuruuvees the succession to his father’s honors. 
Mulhar Rao’s levees were made in secret under the 
Nanha’s advice, but Kashee Rao heard of theni,' the 
secret having got wind ; whereupon he went.to Doulut 
Rao Sindheea, complaining that Nanha Phurnuvees was 
instigating his younger brother to dispute his supremacy 
and effect his ruin, and he urged the seizure of the Nanha 
in order to stop the mischief. Doulut Rao asked what . 
he was to get for interfering: whereupon Kashee Rao 
promised ten lakhs of rupees, and gave up to Doulut Rao 
the writing, by which half the revenues of Hindoostau 
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Bad been promised by Mabajee to Tnkoojee Holknr. 
Doulut Eao upon this, seqt a brigade of infantry, -witb 
some of his elite horse, to sieze Mulhar Rao. The 
troops fell upon his encampment in the night, and 
in the tnmult and confasion, Mnlhar Eao -v^-as slain. 
Juswnnt Eao tvas Tvounded, but escaped, and \rent off 
towards Nagpoor. Donlnt Eao, however, got posses- 
sion of the . persons of Mulhar Eao’s widow and son, 
Khnndee Eao, (0 "VYho was quite a child, and sent them 
to the Fort of Aseergurh. (®) In the confusion of this 
night attack, a Chela of 31ulliar Eao possessed himself 
of a large portion of the family jewels, and was carrying 
them off towards Nagpoor, when Juswunt Eao falling in 
with him made himself master of the property, deeming 
it his own by right. "VTith the means thus acquired he 
levied troops and prepared to assert his own- claims. 
Kashee Eao, however, hearing of;it, was in alarm and 
wrote to Eughoojee Ghoosla,_to sieze Juswunt Eao. As 
he had then but a small following, Eughoojee, with the 
aid of Sindheea, succeeded in effecting his seizure, and 
for a considerable period He was kept under restraint at 
hfagpoor. ■ . 



BOOK THE THIEB.C) 

THE ameer’s connexion WITH JUSTVUNT RAO 
HOLKUR — AND THE RISE OF THE FORTUNES OF 
THAT CHIEF. . • 


- CHAPTER I. 


^ 1797 & 1798 . 

Meeting of Muliaraj Juswunt Rao Hoikin' with the 
^ Ameer. — -their frst adventures and enterprises, to the 

taking of 3Iuheshur. 

Koie , — Tlie original introduces Jriswunt Rao \vi(b ten florid verses, 
calling for every species of inspiration to enable tbe aiitiior to do Justice 
to tliat hero. Thongli liiglily characteristic of the Poet Shadan’s style, 
this bombast would not be very acceptable to the English reader, aud-is, 
therefore, omitted. 


-The travellers of the Kingdom of literature having 
dragged up the Joseph of their purpose with the rope of 
history from the well of knowledge, now proceed to con- 
vey him to the Egypt of narration.(°) When Muharaj 


’(') In the original this Third B&b or Book, continues without interrnp* 
iion to the last Book of the present division, filling four-fifths of the 
■whole volume. The Translator has broken this disproportionate Bfib 
into seven Books. The Fourth Bhb of the original forms the Tenth 
Book here. 

(®) The author means only to indicate by this laboured, string of 
metaphors, his intention to resume the Narrative interrnpted by (hf 
interlocutory sketch of Mahratta history just concluded. 
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Jus want Rao Ho]kur(') was in liis utmost distress and 
under restraint at Jfagpoor, (°) despairing of release by the 
voluntary act of his persecutors, he set himself to practice 
stratagem and- deception ; and one night getting up as if 
for a necessary occasion, he wentto the privy, where chang- 
ing dress withamenialservantin waiting, he walked outand 
passed his guards, leaving the servant in his place, who, 
acting his part well, returned and went to sleep as if he 
were the Muharaj. Juswunt Rao Holknr had not gone 
far, when he fell in with Bukhshee Bhopanee Sunkur, (^) 
who had been secretly in communication with him before, 
and from him, besides assurances of friendship and assis- 
tance, he secured an excellent mare, mounting which, 
the Muharaj rode, without stopping, to Bnhawur, (^) on 
the Nurbuda, where he put up at the house of Chimna 
Bhao, C^) an old retainer of the Holkur family. The 
Bhao kept him concealed for two or three days, and then 
said it would not be possible for him to remain longer, as 
the search for him by Kashee Rao’s Hurkarus was hot. 
He advised the Muharaj, therefore, to retire for a time to 
the neighbouring hills and jungles, and to trust himself to 
the Bheels, (^) over whom, he said, he had considerable 


'jr C ) 

(*) Throngliout these Memoirs, Juswunt Rao is called by no other 
name than Muharaj Holkur : this designation has, in consequence, been 
retained as far as possible. AmeerKhan is in like manner, galled always 
tin Ameer, which was been rendered, the Ameer. 

o n 

(^) Sir John Malcolm says the mare Lunka was the gift of Chimna 
Bliao, and that Bhooanee Snnkur and a Mahommedan accompanied 
Jiiswnnt Rao in his flight. Ameer Eban having joined Juswnnt Rao so 
soon after the event, will probably have collected the true story, though 
it must be admitted that Sir John had access to the very best sources of 
information. 
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influence, and for wLose. fidelity he could answer. The 
Muliaraj consented, and ^yent to live, for a few. days 
amongst the Bheels'. . He then came out of. the country, 
escorted by one of two hundred Bheels, and threw him- 
, self under the .protection of the Pnwar (?) Chief of 
Hhar, who entertained hiiri for a time. There happened 
to be at no great distance, that is about three or four 
hos from , thence, an old retainer, of the Holkur familyj 
named ISTagob Punt, (=) with one or. two hundred troops. 
Juswunt Rao,. under pretence of an interview, plundered 
Jiim of all his. property, and drove him to By for, his life. , ■ 

* * ✓ . , , I _ I 

, Kashee Rao Holkur no sooner heard certain intelli- 
gence of Juswunt Rao’s proceedings, than he wrote to 
.the Puwars to sieze him, but the Dhar Chief thinking the 
request insulting to his honor, gave . notice to Juswunt 
Rao, and speeded his departure. The Moharaj went 
-then to Dybalpoor, (?) and having with him three or four 
hundred men, he stormed and took the place, and besides 
some, funds in money, got possession of another good 
mare. Thence he went to Mahedpbor, (‘^) a posses- 
sion of the Holkur family, but the.Jageer.daf, thrpugh 
fear of Kashee Rao, , refused to receive him. Jus- 
wunt Rao next went .to Sarungpoor, (5) w;here he 
remained some days. There was one Khundoo (®) then 
with hini as a menial servant, • who had before been in 
the iA.me.er's service, and had only recently left it at 
Bhopal. This man, seeing -the resolution and- intrepi- 
dity displayed by the Muharaj in his desperate circum- 
stances, told him of the Ameer’s character and past 
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history, vritli tvHcIi lie, Tvas \irell acquainted, and said — 
“ If 3'our Higliness intends following the paths of high 
ambition and enterprise, it seems to me that yon cannot 
do better than seek a friendship with the Ameer and unite 
your fortune with his. There is not his like to be met 
with in the present day, and he fortunately will now, pro- 
bably, be at Bhopal, not ver5' far distant from hence.” 
The Muharaj cauglit immediately at this proposition and 
sent the Khidmntkar to the Ameer. The man came to 
Bhopal, and told the Ajneer of Juswunt Kao’s arrival at 
Sarungpoor, and of his designs for the future. The 
Aaneer said, Muharaj Juswunt Kao Holkur is a Surdar 
of very high rank, it would be more fitting that he should 
send a man of consideration to make propositions to me.” 
The Khidmntkar returned with this answer; whereupon 
the Muharaj sent two Mahrattas, high in his confidence, 
to beg a personal interview. They came and stated, that 
the Muharaj was a noble of the highest rank, and had by 
him jewels of inestimable price, and that it would be well 
worth the Ameer’s while to have an interview and to unite 
with him. The Ameer upon this sent Gholamee JEChan, (') 
a confidential man of his followers, on whose intelligence 
-he could place reliance, to see how matters stood. This 
man went to his camp and had an audience with Juswunt 
Kao, and having ascertained the real state of things, return- 
ed to the Ameer, and reported what he had discovered, say- 
ing, “ Of a truth, the Muharaj has not at present enough 
to provide himself with his night’s meal, but he is tlie son 
of a Chief of high dignity, and through him there will be 
a road opened to the management of great affairs, even 
to the very highest from behind the curtain.” The Ameer 
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.approved this sugg-estion, and determined to proceed ia 
person to wait upon the Muharaj. But as he Avas about to 
depart^ his tnen, who were much in arrear, became cla- 
morous for their pay, and refused to march. The Ameer 
accordingly hit upon the following, expedient to reconcile 
them to the project: he collected all the jewels he had of 
his own into a casket, which he gave secretly to Gholamee 
Khan, and desired him to bring it with any other similar 
empty boxes he could get, and to deliver the whole to him 
in public before the troops, ^vith a declaration, that they 
were sent by Muharaj Holkur, as the earnest of future 
favor, and of entertainment for the troops, under the con- 
dition of immediate march towards him. Gholamee Khan 
did as he was directed, and the Ameer selecting the 
casket he knew, opened it, and took ont the jewels before 
his men. In the box opened, there were a great many 
articles, and the troops supposing tlie other boxes to be 
similarly full, agreed to march; whereupon the Ameer 
departing from Bhopal (*) wenttoShnjaelpoor, and levied 
a contribution of six thousand rupees, which he divided 
on the spot amongst the troops. The Muharaj, with his 
two or three hundred beggarly followers, had come into 
the. Shiijaelpoor district to make a levy upon some petty 
villages, as was his wont/ for his force would not allow of 
his approaching places of any size or consideration. The 
people of the countrj', ' however, resisting his exactions, 
had -collected, and surrounded him, so that tlie Ameer, was 
compelled to interfere to make them disperse preparatory 
to his own meeting with the Muharaj. Having effected 
this with little trouble, he sent word to the Muharaj of his 
being in the neighbourhood; whereupon Muharaj Holkur 
came to Shujaelpcor, and there the first interview took 
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place between the two Chiefs with becoming state and 
attentions on both sides, and the foundations of a firm 
and lasting friendship were laid on the occasion. This 
happened in the Hejira year 1214. (') 

The junction of the Ameer was to Uluharaj Holkur 
a source of great satisfaction and strength. It was 
determined, therefore, to proceed immediately against 
Muheshur, the old possession of the Holkur familj'. 
Marching from Shujaelpoor, and levying a contribution 
at Ashta, (■) the two Chiefs encamped in that neighbour- 
hood. As the Ameer was at this time troubled with the 
lumbago, (pain in the loins,) it occurred to him to give 
away all the articles of his Toshuk-khana, (^) as an offering 
in the service of God, and to place himself firmly on the 
Musnud of faith, rel^dng entirel}' for the future on the 
divine grace and protection. Having, accordingly, deter- 
mined on this sacrifice, he gave away at once all the 
articles he possessed in the shape of utensils, raiment, 
tents, and the like, to the poor, and to those who needed 
them, reserving nothing, but the clothes he wore, and a 
single horse for his own riding. Muharaj Holkur seeing 
this, said — ■“ There is a grand career before us, and we 
have glorious parts to play : it would ill-become either of 
us, after girding our loins to the great enterprise we 
have undertaken, to withdraw and give up our designs in 
pusillanimity; let us, therefore, jointly resolve to pursue 
our purpose at all risks, and to abide the severest tests of 


(') A. D. 1799 — 5tli Jnne to 24tli Slay 1800, wbich shows that there 
IS an error. A. H- 1213, vfhich commenced 13th Jane 1798, was pro- 
hahly the true year. , 

(^) 1 (') ■ 

(3) Toshuk-khana is the wardrobe for state di esses and valuable stuffs. 


O 
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the touchstone of experience, so that our names may go 
down to posterity with credit on the record of time.” . If, 
he added, “ it be the will of God that I should recover the 
property and possessions of my family, the half shall be 
yours.” The Ameer accepted this offer, ^nd said, “ How 
true it is that he who gives in tbe service of G.od receives a 
hundred-fold. I have no love for goods or g'old, but out of 
regard for you and yielding to your persuasion, and because 
I' have been several times warned from the invisible 
world that high destinies await me, I consent to give the 
- horse of my ambition the reins in the field of. high enter- 
prise.”, The Chiefs, afterthisconversation, continuingtheir , 
march, encamped next at Bhadoor, (') on the north bank 
of the Nuybuda. On the opposite side was a force of 
Sindheea’s .quartered at Hindia,,.(^) and employed to 
watch all the fords of the river, a duty which was very effec- 
tually performed. The Ameer finding the fords ’guarded, 
began to think that if this were the case, and there 
were no boats to cross at other points, tbe passage would 
prove difficult : He accordingly consulted with the Mu- 
haraj on the subject, who observed, that, their purpose 
would best be answered by seeking boats if such were 
forthcoming, for to force a passage -by the fords in the 
face of the enemy; .seemed to be a desperate undertaking". 
The jVIuharaj'' employed to make the search a shrewd, 
and active man, named, Sham Rao Maree, ( and he, 
sending people along the banks, brought intelligence 
that there were two or three Hoongas, or small canoes, 
at about.two kos off. The Ameer immediately be heard 
this, which was about three o’clock in the morning, sent 
off Kurum Deen Khan, his half-brother, and two or three 
hundred select horse, all matchlock men in mail, with 
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instructions to -cross, without noise, by the boats at the 
Ghaut indicated, which was on the right or lower down 
the river, and immediately on arriving on the opposite 
side to move up with all speed to the ford by the di- 
rect. road, and, when they approached the party on guard 
there, to fire altogether and charge home, trusting' to 
be supported from across the river where the enemy 
had then no expectation of attack. The matchlock 
men, with Kurum Been Khan, did as they were order- 
ed, and, opening a fire in a body on the party at the 
ford, the latter took panic, and fled at once to the 
Town of Hindia. The Muharaj and the Ameer then 
crossed without opposition, and coming on the enemy from 
a quarter where they were not expected, made a consider- 
able slaughter. Pursuing their success, they plundered the 
Town of- Hindia, and got much booty there, and so first 
raised the standard of victory. . The Ameer observed 
to Muharaj Holkur, that God had given them this prize 
in requital for the distribution of his property made some 
little time before as above related. The MuhOraj said 
“ It must be so.” Halting at Hindia for the day, tliey 
marched the day follo\ving, and levying contributions from 
Khudwa, Phugtun-gaon, (>) and other places, arrived at 
a village close by Kusrod. (®) Next morning they came to 
the Ghat of that name, which they found guarded by two 
Battalions, a party of Dragoons, and four Guns, sent, there 
by Hujur Beg Furingee, (^) Sindheea’s officer at Mu- 
heshur, for the purpose of preventing access on this side : 
for the Muharaj’s design of moving on that old possession 

(3) The Officer here referred to is the Chevalier Dudrenec, a French- 
man, who was first in Kashee Bao Holkur’s service, and then came over 
to Juswunt Rao as here related. He subsequently transferred his services 
to Douliit Rao Sindbeea after being deserted by his men. 
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of his family had by this time got -wind. The detachment 
Tvas on the point of moving from Kusrod to take up its 
defensive position, when the Ameer determined to recon- 
noitre and watch its motions. He accordingly started 
towards the enemy with a few horse. The Muharaj seeing 
him in motion, rode after him, and said, “ Surely you are 
not going to commit yourself in action with an enemy so 
strong with these few horse ?” The Ameer said, “ I am 
going to meet the enemy: If I gain the victory, do you 
come up and take a share in the glory : If I die in the 
battle, follow your o^vn schemes.” The Muharaj was silent; 
and the Ameer leaving KurumDeenKhan, his brother, at 
the spot, went on with a few attendants on horseback and 
passingthe Ghat, began leisurely to survey the enemy, and 
to examine his strength and dispositions. While he was so 
employed, some two or three hundred of his horse came up 
' in small parties, and as it were, by degrees and by accident,, 
joined him, and the men then said, “ We are ready — why 
should the attack be delayed.” The Ameer was gratified 
with this proof of alacrity, and began skirmishing with the 
enemy. Sham Rao Maree, an officer of Holkur’s, came up 
also and joined in the affair, and the Ameer was preparing 
to head a general charge^ In order to try the metal of the 
enemy’s courage, when at the first report of the scaling of 
the guns with the detachment. Sham Rao Maree turned 
to the right about, and his example took away many of the 
Ameer’s horse, who also keptaloof, sothat the Ameer was 
left with' only seventeen troopers.- With these, however, 
he charged home to a hillock, where piercing the enemy’s 
line he made.a considerable slaughter. Pursuing his suc- 
cess, he.went against a battalion which had formed square 
at a little distance, and seemed disposed to make a stand. 
The number of troopers withtlie Ameer was, at this time, 
reduced to five or six, and they were somewhat behind 



mtjheshur taken. 


101 


himself, seeing whicli 3Iiiliab XJlee KJian,(*) vrbo'was one of 
them, rode up and said, “ Tou have not a soul with you 
just now: what is the use of charging alone?” The 
Ameer looking round, drew up, and was lost in reflection, 
and the Khan went to collect the scattered horsemen. 
But, he had hot gone far when a matchlock hall strack 
him on the leg, and lamed him for life. The Ameer not 
thinking it prudent to attack in front, where the guns 
were drawn out, ready charged and primed, went round 
and attacked the square with his eight or nine horsemen 
on -one side, while about one thousand horse from the 
camp, advanced against them from a different quarter, 
and charged also with great bravery. In the midst of 
this, Muharaj Holkur, with Sham Eao Maree, and five 
or six more, came and joined the Ameer; and in the end, 
the detachment which had formed square, was overpow- 
ered and broken, and four guns and two elephants, and 
a large supply of stores and equipments, fell into the 
hands of the Ameer and Muharaj. The Oflicers of this * 
detachment, who were with a small party of horse, at a 
little distance from the scene of its defeat, fled precipi- 
tately to the Chevalier Dudrenec, (Hnjur Beg,) who 
taking panic, retired from Muheshur to Indor.(-) In 
short, this victory opened the .way to the object of the 
two Chiefs’ desires. Having encarnped dn the field for 
' the night, they marched next morning to the bank of the 
Kurbuda, opposite Muheshur, and ordered Buhara 
Mul, Ahleea Baee’s (^) old manager, to provide boats 
quickly to cross the troops, when it was promised, that 
Muheshur should not be pillaged. Buhara Mul hesitated 
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at fil'st, but the threat of assault and sack of the town 
operated on his fears, and he at length complied, and, 
ti eating the Muhar^ as the head of the ‘Holknr family, 
provided boats, wherein he and the Ameer crossed, and 
both entered the city(*) in triumph together. .Immense 
resources in money, goods, elephants, horses, guns, fami- 
ly jewels, and forts came now at once into the posses- 
sion of Juswunt Rao Holkur. The Ameer seated' the 
Muharaj on a Musnud of State, and placed himself 
alongside. The Muharaj was not satisfied at.this arrange- 
ment, but made the Ameer sit on the Musnud along with 
himself. Although Juswunt Rao being the son of a 
IChuwas, (®) (a slave girl,) was not entitled of right to the 
Musnud, he yet assumed this state, bat coined money in 
the name of Khundee Rao (3) Holkur, Mulhar Rao’s 
infant son, who was of full blood, and the legitimate heir 
after Kashee Rao. Nights and daj^s were now spent in 
revel and , rejoicing, and the Ameer himself gave an 
* entertainment on the banks of the river, lighting up the 
water and illuminating the whole neighbourhood, and 
preparing tasteful boats of gay colours, filled with musi- 
cians, and witching women, who, with their dances and 
songs, would have made;prize of the hearts of hermits 
a hundred years old. Thus be sat enjoying the scene, 
with the view of the water, and of the preparations before 
him, satisfied that the boat of bis desires had now reach- 
ed the shore of his hopes. ‘ . , . 

THere follow twenty-eiglit verses, in hyperbolical praise of this enter- 
tainment, as they tell nothing new, and are in the common style of such 
effusions , the English reader will not desire to see them transferred to 
the page of iliis translation.]] 


BOOK THE THIRD. 


CHAPTER II. 


1798. 

Muharaj Solkur^s adventures and enterprises continued 
in union with the Ameer up to the first separation of. 
their forces. 

On the day after the eutertainment above mentioned, 
the Ameer went to wait upon theMuharaj, whom he found 
sitting on his Musnud of- State. Reflecting that two 
swords cannot remain in one scabbard, the Ameer, through 
an innate generosity of disposition, went and sat down 
alongside ; and, although the Muharaj importuned him to 
come and sit on the Musnud, he refused, saying — “ The 
Musnud here was your father’s, I give you joy of its 
possession, but sit myself on the Musnud of faith and 
reliance on the providence of God, aiming even at higher 
objects, but biding my time.” The Muharaj yielded, and 
with the Ameer entered on business of state. The Per- 
guna of Seronj was now assigned to the Ameer as his 
share of their present acquisitions, , and he sent Yoosuf 
Khan to manage his interests there. As the engagement, 
the Muharaj had come into with the Ameer to divide 
equally^ was beginning to be felt by him as inconvenient, 
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and the Muliaraj was seeking the means of evading per- 
formance, he began at this time to tamper with the Ameer’s 
men, to set them to demand higher pay, and so to win 
them over to his own service. The secret came out 
through one of the Ameer’s confidants, who brought the 
intelligence of these practices to the Ameer. His anger 
boiled at hearing of them, and he observed to his friends — 
“ See what an insidious sclieme the Muharaj is hatching 
in return for all my services, and when he has not yet 
half attained his own purposes. What can I hope from 
. him hereafter after such an example of his perfidy?” 
The Ameer’s faithful followers all replied with one voice, 
that “ As the Muharaj had first begun the foul play, it would 
be fair to play with him the same game, and if success 
attended their cause, the Ameer might aim to establish 
himself in independence, and even in supremacy without 
troublinghimselfhereaftertokeep to the terms of the part-, 
nership.” The Ameer hearing this, advice turned away 
his face, and thus resolved witliin himself; that as the 
Muharaj showed the disposition thus early to play Mm 
false, it would be better to leave his service for a time on 
the first opportunity, that he might acquire a better esti- 
mate of his value, \niile this was passing at Muheshur, 
Hujur Beg Saheb (the , Chevalier Dudrenec,) detained 
at Indor, and won over to take service with him, some 
Afghans who were coming, on the strength of the Ameer’s 
reputation, to join his troops. Getting also some Mahrat- 
ta horse together, he marched with a considerable force 
to attack the Muharaj at Muheshur. Hearing of his 
design, the Muharaj was in great perplexity, and came 
immediately to the Ameer whom he found enjoying him- 
self on the river. , With many protestations he addressed 
the Ameer, saying, — “ The enemy are now coming in 
strength, without your zealous service and assistance 
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I Lave no hope.” The Muharaj continued, that he saw 
nothing- for it, but to retire and -wait until their own force 
should be further recruited. The Ameer at first answer- 
ed in ill-humour, having- in recollection his recent ground 
of discontent, but was pacified by the iutreaties and pro- 
testations of the Muharaj, and then gave it as his opinion 
that it would be discreditable to turn their backs upon 
the enemy without an action, that they must, therefore, 
trust for victory to God, the disposer of events. The 
Muharaj, deriving' confidence from these exhortations, 
began making his arrangements, but the Chevalier Du- 
drenec (Hujur Beg,) came upon him before they were 
complete, and arrived with his troops at the Jdm Ghat, 
Tvhich is only seven or eight kos from Mnheshur. . The 
Muharaj and the Ameer accordingly went out with a 
light force to meet him, leaving their rear guard and 
■baggage at Choolee, (*) which is three kos from Muhe- 
shur. The enemy were at the top of the Ghat, the Ameer 
and Muharaj in the valley below : there was, consequent- 
ly, no means of attacking him, except at disadvantage, 
still the Ameer contrived from the morning- till the after- 
noon, so to harrass his march, that notwithstanding this 
advantage, and that his object was to descend into the 
valley, he could make in that time an advance of only 
three kos, and that with extreme difficulty. The Ameer 
and the Muharaj then returned to their camp, which was 
two or three kos to the north of Muheshur, and gave 
their men leave to’, go into the town for provisions, keep- 
ing only a reserve of two or three hundred horse, with 
four guns, in readiness, to check any, sudden attack. 
Hujur Beg (Chevalier Dudrenec,) came up and encamped 
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, at a short distance, that is, about a kos or two off. In 

the midst of this . the- report of. artillery was heard, and 

intelligence arrived that Sham Eao.Maree, who had re- 
mained’behind, when the rest of the troops came to camp, 
was engaged with a party of the enemy at a place about 
a kos distant.. The Muharaj.caine in alarm to the Ameer, 
and said, •“ There is Sham Rao Mai'ee hotly engaged, we 
must support him.” - The Ameer said, “ It is evening, and 
the time is shorti it would be wrong to bring on a gene- 
ral action at this hour. The Alaree is only skirmishing, 
why need he be supported.” The . Muharaj was not 
satisfied, but went out himself towards tlie.party of Sham 
Rao. The Ameer, now reflected, that if he lleld back, 
men would put a had construction on the motive, and 
attribute it to cowardice : He accordingly went out like- 
wise with about one hundred , horse, that were ready at 
hand, and coming upon th6 dnemy, entered immediately 
into action. The Muharaj had with 'him near five thou- 
sand horse, but they kept aloof, aiid did .not engage; 
Of the Ameer’s men too, several hung back when the 
artillery opened upon them, so that there remained only 
about twenty-five men about hiinself, when he made his 
- charge : . Still not thinking it creditable to retire, he rode 
home against the enemy ,with these, few;, and began laying 
about him mth sword and spear Jike^ another Roostum, 
and did great execution. ,, A body.'’of the enemy was 
.broken and put to flight; the evening, however, was com- 
ing on, and the Ameer looking behind him, saw that only 
five, men, still stuck by him. One of his attendants then 
reminded him, that he was alone with his glory,, having 
ho attendant, but God’s Providence; accordingly he turned 
homeward, but on arriving^at c^p, found the main body 
of the enemy already engaged with the infantry and 
troops left there, and that the Ameer’s and Muharaj’s foot 
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soldiers being mostly raw levies, had given way, so that 
the four guns in position had been carried. The Ameer 
immediately charged with the horse in his company the 
rear of the enemy, and was actively engaged, making con- 
siderable slaughter amongst them, when the Muharaj came 
up with a few attendants; and, as it was so dark that there 
was no distinguishing friend from foe, the Ameer was on 
the point of attacking him spear in hand.. The Muharaj, 
however, recognizing the Ameer, called, out — “ Hold 
brother, it is I ■ whereupon the Ameer staying his charge, 
•drew up,' and as it was late, both Chiefs commenced retir- 
ing from the field. The enemy seeing a knot of people 
sent a party against them, whereupon the Ameer .turned 
and put them to flight. Having been successful wherever 
they were personally engaged, as related above, the 
Ameer and the Muharaj at last began to think of seeking 
a place to pass the night, but hoping that something 
might yet be done first, they, with their small party, rode 
boldly into the enemy’s camp where there was great con- 
fusion, the ground having but just been taken up, and 
every body being busy pitching tents, and running back- 
wards and forwards. Several of the enemy were killed 
in this attack, and in consequence of the darkness pre- 
venting them from distinguishing friend from foe, it jiro- 
diiced serious consequences, and gave occasion to a heavy 
slaughter amongst them: for tlie troops in front turned 
against those in the rear, and the artillery fired in the 
dark, and there was a great turmoil and confusion all 
night. The Muharaj and the Ameer retiring from the 
•field came to a Baolee, (*) or large well, distant about 
two kos from Muheshur, and there dismounted. Some 
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otlier horse came in and gathered round them, amongst 
others, a Mokhtar, or agent of Paeegah(') horse, came 
up, against whom the Muharaj had conceived a rancorous 
personal hate, but whose corps was too numerous and too 
attached to give the opportunity of punishing or disgracing 
him openly. He was riding, engaged in . conversation 
with a trooper, when the Muharaj recognized his voice, • 
and said to the Ameer— “ This man I know to be my! 
deadly enemy, though I have been compelled by circum- 
stances hitherto to dissemble and appear friendly to him. 
He is now in my power — I will dispatch him.” The Ameer 
said — “ You are the master, do what you think proper.” 
"Whereupon the Muharaj mounting • and riding up to the 
man, killed him on the spot ndth a stroke of his sword; 
The two Chie^ then returned to Muheshur with about 
fifteen or twenty attendants. They found upon enquiry, 
that of their whole army not a man was there, except one 
or two hundred who were in the fort panic-stricken. 
Seeing this, the Muharaj and the Ameer went to the 
jewel store and taking as many of the most valuable arti- 
cles as they could Avell carry, left the place forthwith, and 
went to Dhurumpooree, C) in the Dhar territory, which 
is about seven or eight kos from Muheshur. Here the 
stragglers were collected, and the Muharaj retired to 
Dooijunpoor, (^) which is in the mountains and jungles 
occupied by Bheels, and on a height commanding an 
important pass through that country. He staid here for 
some time, and conferred a Khilat, ('») or dress of honor 
on the Chief of the Bheels, with other presents and tokens 
of favor on men of that race. His plan now was to cut 
off the supplies from the enemy’s army, in which service 
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the Bheels \7ere calculated to be most useful. With their 
aid the routes of supply to Muheshur were effectually 
stopped. The Ameer also tampered with the Afghan horse 
in the service of Hujur Beg, .(Chevalier Dudrenec) and 
offering them increased pay, won over a great number, 
through whom he raised a tumult and mutiny in the Che- 
valier’s army. The Ameer, indeed, made a vow, that 
he would not rest until he should get the better of this 
. officer, nor would he wear a turband until victory should 
crown his efforts. The time for fulfilling this vow soon 
arrived. The Chevalier Dudrenec reduced to straights, 
for want of supplies, sent to the Ameer to offer to come 
to terms with the Muharaj.-- The Ameer reported the 
message, and the Muharaj proposed to draw the French- 
man into terms for the purpose of circumventing and 
treacherously slaying him, but the Ameer would not hear 
of such a thing. This, he said, would be very cowardly, 
and besides, “ who shall venture to raise a hand against 
those who make their peace through me?” The Muharaj 
yielded, aud terms were granted, whereupon the Muharaj 
went by Dybalpoor to Gonda(') in Dhar, and thence 
sent tbe Ameer to give assurance to the Chevalier Dudr 
renec, who was at the Jdm Ghat(') above Muheshur, and 
to receive his surrender. This officer met the Ameer 
and gave him a salute with all honor, and carried the 
Ameer to his own tent. At sight of the shawl handker- 
chief, with which the Ameer’s head was bound, he took 
the covering from his own head, and with hands joined, 

X ( ) 

. > >T • •• 

(') Sir J, Malcolm calls this place Burgonda, and says it is six miles 
S. W. of the British Cantonment at Mhow, and nineteen miles on the 
?ame direction from Indore, on the high road from thence to Muheshur. 
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said, “ As your vow forbids your wearing a turband till 
you have conquered me, see the object accomplished, 
bare headed, I lay my head’s covering before you, and ac- 
knowledge myself to be defeated. Nay, if you wish to 
make me prisoner, here is my sword, 1 surrender it, and 
you may ta,ke me to your camp.” ' This was conformable 
to the English . custom, for with them, when any one is 
made prisoner, or put under arrest, th6 surrender of the 
sword is the symbol, as if the sword was the jailor, or 
custodier of its owner. The Ameer was pleased and 
satisfied with this speech, and the Chevalier gave the 
Ameer his own turband, and himself put on the shawl 
handkerchief of the Ameer, so as to make an exchange of 
turbands. He then took the Ameer to Muheshur, and 
transferred to him, all the treasure, stores, and jewels, 
and went back along with him to be presented to the 
Muharaj in his camp. The Muharaj could not, in conse- 
quence of the Ameer’s protection, place, him under 
restraint, but in his heart he designed him evil. It hap- 
pened that,, on that very night he was sitting on the bank 
of the Nurbuda, amusing himself with firing at a Mushal, 
set alight on the river when the matchlock burst,, and 
inflicted a severe wound in- his^eye. (’) Of a truth, he 
that knows all things secret and divulged is not to be 
deceived. In the twinkling of an eye upon the eye of 
the Muharaj fell this jast retribution for the treacherous 
designs he meditated against the Chevalier Dudrenec. 
In the end, the Muharaj set a garrison in Muheshur, 
and re-organizing the defeated brigade of the French 
officer, restored him 'to the command of it on his own 
behalf, and sent him to occupy and administer Tonk and 
Kampoora, which, for a long time, had belonged to. the 

p) Juswimt Rao lost entirely the sight of one eye by this accident. 
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Holkur family, having been wrested from Jypoor by Mul- 
har Rao, as related in the Sketch of the Mahratta History 
above given. The Chevalier, accordingly, marched for 
this purpose by the route of Kota, while the Muharaj, 
■with the Ameer, moved to Nolaee (*) in Malwa, and levi- 
ed a contribution upon the place. The Ameer no'w 
represented to the Muharaj, that the army was too large to 
be subsisted in one body, and it ■would be better to sepa- 
rate their respective forces, and' each to levy contribu- 
tions for the support of his own troops, holding themselves 
in readiness to re-unite in case of necessity. The Ameer’s 
advice was approved and adopted by the Muharaj. The 
above events occurred in the Hejira year 1215. (^) 


(*) The Hejira year-1215 began on the 25tb May 1800, and finished 
on tlie 13lh May 1801. Tliisdate most, therefore, bean error. See next 
Chapter where the Hejira year 1214 is given for subsequent events. 
The Hejira year 1213 must be the true period. Sir J. Malcolm' gives 
the year 1798 for tlie events related in this Chapter, and the Hejira 
year 1213 commenced loth June 1798 and ended on the 3d June 1799, 
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CHAPTER HI. 


IT'BSt. 

Separutian of the MiHiaraj and Ameer — the former goes 
to Soondinvara and levies trihite on Kota — The 
Ameer marches to Seronj — attacks Sagur — defeats 
and besieges the Raja, who applies to Nagpoor for 
succour — Defeat of flie Ameer. 

The MuLaraj marched from Nolaee into Soondhwara, (*) 
and there levied tribute on the Kota Raja, (“) and con- 
tributions on all tlie neig-hbouring- towns and villages. 
The Ameer left his br.otlier, Kurum Deen Khan, and some 
horse, with the.Muharaj, and attached to him for a guard 
a company from Alum Khan’s (^) battalion, under command 
of Mohummud Shah Khan, an Afghan of the company, 
well acquainted with every branch of drill and discipline, 
and who, besides commanding the party of infantry, was 
to teach this part of. the military profession to Kurum 
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Been. He then took his leave of the' Hoharaj, and vent 
vith the rest of his troops, by Shnjaelpoor, (^) Shah- 
jehanpoor and Eharseea,(-) levying contributions as he 
passed, to Seronj, vhere XoosufKhan had established 
himself as Amil on the Am eer’s part. Haee Himmut 
Haee, on the strength of the friendship vhich had sub- 
sisted between him and the Ameer at Bhopal, was also 
emploved in the management of this district, and a Sunud 
was given to him for the villages of Anundpoor and 
iUnkroda,(^) in the Seronj Perguna, to be held by him. 
and his descendants in full hereditary property. The 
Ameer had at this time seventy or eighty thousand horse 
in his train. AVith this force, marching from Seronj, he 
levied a contribution on Alulbargurh, and thence mov- 
ed to Itava,(^) in Sagnr, upon which he levied sixty 
thousand' rupees, thence to Khimlasa, (®) which paid the 
same, and thence he advanced to within three kos of 
Sagur. He had scarcely taken up his ground when 
Ubhajee, the Baja of the place, came out with eighteen 
thousand matchlock-men, four thousand Bundeelas, and 
three or four thousand horse, and met him on the line of 
march. The Ameer made a charge in person after his 
wont, and many of the enemy were pot to the sword. 
Ubhajee was driven back, and slowly retired to the town 
of Sagur, seeking shelter behind its walls'. The Ameer 
encamped a kos from the town, and employed himself for 
a week in opening trenches against the place from a point 
near the river side. One day, Khyr Mohnmmud lOian, (^) 
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SIEGE' AND CAPTURE OF SAGUR. 


with Nuzur Mohummud Khan,(’) and some other of the 
Ameer’s men, to the number of about seventeen, left the 
trenches, and were amnsing- themselves in a garden a 
little to the left, when two hundred of the elite of the 
enemy’s horse sallied out from their works, and attacked 
them. The Champions of the faith held out against these 
odds with great intrepidity,' and drove back the enemy, 
distinguishing themselves much in the presence of both 
armies. The Ameer had been seven days employed on 
this siege, and was, in consequence of a boil, which trou- 
bled him, lying in his palkee in the trenches, when, 
on the eighth day, Ubhajee made a sally with his entire 
force, viz. four thousand Bundeelas, eighteen thousand 
matchlock-men, and eighteen guns, and attacked the 
batteries. The Ameer tying up his boil with a bit of 
cloth, mounted his horse immediately, and with about 
five hundred troopers, got round to the enemy’s rear, and 
a large party having collected to oppose the sally in front, 
Ubhajee was completely defeated, and retreated into the 
fort; where he was close shut up. The besieging army, 
following up the victory, mastered the town, and gained 
there a lai'ge booty of jewels, rich stuffs; and other valuable 
.articles,' besides the enemy’s guns and stores, which also 
fell into the Ameer’s power.' ' The booty was inestimable, 
so much so, that Ubhajee afterwards made out a list of bis 
losses which he S'ent 'to the Peshwa, wherein he set down 
the plunder, taken on this occasion, at nine crore of rupees. 

VERSE. 

When Sagur was stormed, the Ameer decreed 
The sack of the town as the soldier’s meed. 

All rushed to the city its wealth to win, 

' ' Not a bouse, nor a corner but they got in ; 
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They found there full manj' a hoard of gold, 

And jewels, and rich stuffs, of price untold — 

All, all were supplied to their hearts full lust, 

Till gold in the market was cheap as dust — 

Proud rode the Ameer, and his star shone bright. 

When he took up in Sagur his quarters that night. 

In short, having mastered the city, the Ameer caused 
a battery to he immediately raised within it against the 
fort, which still held out. Ubhajee was now disposed 
to submit, and terms were made with him for a prompt 
payment of two lakhs of rupees, and the trenches against 
the fort were accordingly broken up ; but Gholamee Khan, 
who was the agent employed by the Ameer to negociate 
with Ubhajee, brought intelligence that there was immense 
treasure buried in the fort. He accordingly told the 
Ameer that the sum demanded was inadequate, and 
advised breaking the engagement concluded, in order to 
get more. Unfortunately the lust of this treasure got the 
better of the Ameer’s good faith, and cancelling the 
engagement he had already signed with - Ubhajee, heP 
recommenced operations for the siege of the fort. Ubha- 
jee being reduced to extremity, applied to Rughoojee 
Ghoosla, of Nagpoor, for succour, promising to surren-. 
der Choupura Gurh and Gurh Mundela(') as the condi- 
tion of relief. • Rughoojee sent immediately a brigade 
under Benee Singh (^) Sirdar, with forty thousand horse, 
Arabs, Pindarees, and all included, and with a strong 
artillery, to relieve Ubhajee. The Afghans, in the Ameer’s 
service, had raised a tumult in camp on the score of pay, 
and the Ameer, in consequence, had pitched his tents 

I 

^ ** * i > 7 > V 

p) This is, the Chief who was slain in the storm of Gawelgurli, when 
taken by the Duke of Wellington in 1803. 
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the ameek goes out to meet it, 

away from their quarters, so that the siege of the fol•t^Yas 
not pushed as it might have been. The Ameer, how- 
ever, had written to Kurum Deen Khan to press the 
march of Muharaj Holkur to his succourfrom Soondhwara, 
where he still was, and Kurum Deen was on march along 
with the Muharaj, but they were not less than five or six 
stages distant, when the army of Kughoojee, of the 
strength mentioned, came up by forced marches and arriv- 
ed in sight of Sagui-. The Ameer now reflected that, if 
he. were to engage these troops before the arrival of the 
Muharaj, the whole glory of victory would be his own — 
whereas, if he waited for the Muharaj, that Chief. would 
have the credit of the battle. Influenced chiefly by tliis 
motive, he moved out to engage the Kagpoor troops as' 
they came to their ground near Sagur. The Ameer had 
two thousand of his old Robilla horse in the army brought 
by him to Sagur, and as many foot soldiers. In the 
attack he inade on the enemy, on their.approach to Sagur, 
these men behaved pretty well: about sixty of them stuck 
by him in his charge, and with these he rode home into 
the enemy’s ranks, committing great slaughter. But 
while he was thus engaged, a battalion of the enem)’’ drew 
.up near the spot and delivered its fire on the Ameer’s 
party, whereby several of the sixty men were killed or 
disabled. Only nine stuck by him after this, and he was 
surrounded on all sides. The fight grew so hot that tlie 
reins of the Ameer’s charger were cut4hr6ugh, and the 
horse being very, spirited, in one of his lunges when free 
from the control of the rein, threw die Ameer, and gal- 
loped back to the other troops, who seeing the horse 
without-its rider, gave the Ameer over for lost, and took 
to flight. In, the mean time the Ameer found himself 
only slightly wounded with a spear, but surrounded by 
the enemy. He re-mounted, however, on a trooper’s 
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horse, hut not feeling at home on a strange charger, he 
avoided close combat, and made the best of his way from 
the field. "When well out of danger, it occurred to him 
that all this defeat and difficulty had come npon him as a 
jnst punishment for his bad faith to Ubhajee, in cancelling 
the agreement with him after it had been signed. Hav- 
ing got together about two or three hundred of bis strag- 
gling horse, he enquired where the reserve and baggage 
were, and was told that the Suwars and Pindarees of the 
enemy bad attacked and overpowered them; whereupon be 
immediately, with the men about him, rode after these 
miscreants, and made them desist from molesting bis 
troops. He then turned against an advancing body of 
the enemy, who pa,ying little attention to his party in con- 
sequence of their small number, or perhaps mistaking 
them for some of their- own troops, were taken by surprise 
and overpowered. The Ameer exerted himself like an 
angry lion, and so riding up to his own artillery, which 
were in the enemy’s power, he made a stand for their 
recovery. But as the artillery men were scattered over 
the field, and the means were not forthcoming to bring 
the guns away, he was compelled to retire, which he did 
to the banks of the Duhsan(') river. 

The Hagpoor army had no design of entering into bat- 
tle with the Ameer, but on the contrary, Benee Singh’s 
object was to -^mediate some adjustment with Ubhajee, 
therefore - there was no occasion at all for the Ameer to 
have committed himself in this action. But such was the 
will of God, whose ways are inscrutable. The affair hap- 
pened in the Hejira year 1214. 


( ) 

(*) A, D. 1799.— 5th June 1799 to 25th May 1800. The exact date of 
this battle is no where given. 
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Kurum Been Khan, with Muharaj Holkur, had arrived 
at Seronj on their way to join the Ameer, when they heard 
of his defeat. The former came by forced marches with 
five thousand men, he had under his command, to succour 
him, and great was the Ameer’s satisfaction at his arrival. 
He told :his brother of the misbehaviour of the Afghans, 
particularly, of Himmut Khan, (‘) of Akbur, Khan, ("-) 
and some others, whereat Kurnm Been Khan’s anger 
being excited, he mounted immediately, and attacked and 
drove the miscreants out of camp, pursuing them for fen 
or twelve kos, and destroying many. The , Ameer was 
pleased at their punishment. - In the mean time, Muharaj 
Holkur learning from general report how complete was 
the Ameer’s defeat, and that his army was quite broken 
up, came to Seronj with the design of re-taking it.into 
his own possession. The Ameer wrote to him, however, 
that, although matters had gone hard with .him, chiefly 
thimugh the misconduct and treacherous behaviour of some 
of those whom he had trusted, yet he had escaped with 
life and was unhurt, and had thoroughly ascertained the 
strength of the enemy, so if the Muharaj was disposed to 
take, his own revenge for what he had heretofore suffered 
at the hands of Rughoojee Ghoosla, the opportunity was 
still favorable. The Muharaj was not then inclined to 
the enterprise and kept aloof: The Ameer, accordingly, 
went to , Seronj and had an interview with the Muharaj. 
There were, at this time, .withAhe Ameer, about ten or 
twelve thousand horse and foot, chiefly consisting of those 
who,.having got rich upon the plunder of Sagur, had gone 
off, but having spent or deposited their booty, had since ■ 
rejoined. The Muharaj breaking up from Seronj, went 
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by Rutlam, Jhalwa, and Mnndisor, (*) levying contribu- 
tions on each place, and so came to Indor. It Mas at 
tbis time that Kashee Rao Holkur started from Poona 
for Kandes, (°) Mith one or tvro thousand horse and foot. 
.Tnswnnt Rao, however, snccessfnlly tampered with his 
escort, and they thinking meanly of Kashee Rao, whereas 
J aswnnt Rao had established a name for courage and enter- 
prise, and seemed to them better fitted for high fortune 
and a more proper person, therefore, to be at the head of 
the Holknr family, seized the former and delivered him 
to Juswnnt Rao, who kept him a close prisoner in the 
Fort of Galna. (^) The men he re-organized and enter- 
tained in his own service. The Ameer now marched 
from Seronj and laid siege to .Jhansee. ("") Bnt Bala Rao 
Inglia came to its succour, and begged the Ameer, on 
the score of old fnendship, not to molest the place. 
The Ameer said, he looked upon it as far from friendly 
in Bala Rao to interfere between him and a place, upon 
which he considered himself free to levy tribute. But 
he added, "Be it so this once! but not again,” and so 
he separated from Bala Rao in friendship, and went to 
• Kya Suraee, (^) where he established a garrison, and 
then to Siperee Kolarns. (^) Ambajee Inglia, Sind- 
heea’s ofiicer, here met the Ameer, and settled amicably 
for the Holknr tribute due from the place.; accordingly 

the Ameer returned to Seronj. The time of the Hoolee O 

• 

now approached, and the Ameer, with his brother, Kurum 
Deen Khan, made an entertainment for its celebration. 
Many were the musicians of skill, and the dancing girls 
of sweet voices and witching grace, and women with 
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Tfarcissus’ eyes and tulip cheeks, -who were collected on 
this occasion, and great was the revel, and the joy, and 
the delight of the guests. 

[T/ie English reader will pardon the omission in (his place of a second 
string of twenty-eigtit verses in hyperbolical praise of the dancers and 
singers, and other delights of these revels.] 

As the Ameer began to find, that his affairs could not 
be carried on without provision being made for fresh 
incomings beyond the fixed revenue of his immediate 
possessions, he moved from Seronj to Shujaelpoor, and 
surrounded the place. The men of his army, finding a 
way into the town, began crowding in, hot for plunder, 
when the Ameer sent Kurum Deen Khan, with a party, 
to assist in preventing a promiscuous pillage, and he was 
aiding the men of the town in barricading streets, and 
otherwise opposing the rabble, when a chance matchlock 
ball struck him in the breast, and this promising young 
man was killed upon the spot.' The intelligence was 
brought forthwith to the Ameer, who was making his 
arrangements for besieging the fort; and deeming, it 
unbecoming to allow his private feelings to get the better 
of the duty be had in hand, he first completed the invest- 
ment, and compelled the fort to surrender. Then giv- 
ing way to his grief} he performed liis brother’s funeral 
obsequies with all honor. The Ameer placing a garrison 
in Shujaelpoor, promoted Saleh Mohummud Khan, (')’ 
his sister’s son, to the rank and offices of Kurum Deen 
Khan,, placing with' him Mohummud Shah Khan, the 
deceased Khan’s Tosliukchee, (*) (Chamberlain,) who was 
discipliningvand teaching drill to a corps recently raised 
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and attached to him. Mohummud Shah Khan finding- 
Saleh Mohuinmud’s temper difficult to manage, left him 
soon after, and coming back to the Ameer, remained in 
attendance on his person. 

Muharaj Holkur having gone to Indor, -was making 
arrangements for his marriage, of -which the .A^eer hear- 
ing, it seemed to him proper to send Raee HLmmnt Raee 
to be present on his part. The Raee accordingly went 
to Indor and waited on the Muharaj. It is the usual way 
of wilful fate to be always endeavouring to break the 
glass-ware friendships of ambitious men against the stones 
and stumbling blocks of discord ; accordingly, the Muha- 
raj, at this time, conceived a suspicion and hate to the 
Ameer, and began plotting to get rid of him by treachery. 
He was instigated and encouraged to this mainly by 
one Guja Koonwur, (*) son of the late Commandant of 
Shujaelpoor, who found refuge in his camp, and was much 
dissatisfied at the Ameer’s having placed a garrison there 
to his family’s exclusion'i This man’s words were as oil 
poured into the fire of theMuharaj’s discontents, and con- 
verted bis dislike into deadly hate. The Koonwur, one 
day, said to the Muharaj, in order to sow the seed of fur- 
ther mischief — “ The Ameer is tampering with Kashee 
Rao Holkur, and has it in design to seize your person. 
Have you not observed that he disregards all your orders, 

, ;and does all sorts of things injurious to your interests ? 

- At Shujaelpoor he committed great cruelties, and a num- 
ber of lives were lost. It is a pity that, as you are the 
bead of this’^ state, and a Hindoo, such things should be 
done in your name.” This kind of speeches set the 
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Muliaraj’s jealousy in a flame against the Ameer. He 
asked Raee Himinut Haee whether the Ameer would 
come in person if invited. The Raee did not then know 
of the Moharaj’s brooding discontents, so he answered 
with simplicity — " Why should he not come ?” and the 
Muharaj, accordingly, forthwith dismissed him to bring 
the Ameer. The latter, upon receiving the invitation, lost 
no time in setting out with a small retinue of about one 
hundred men, leaving the rest of his army where it was. 
He urns already on the road, when, before intelligence of 
Ins movement had reached the Muharaj, Gaja Koonwnr, 
who was become intimate, and was admitted to Juswunt 
Rao’s debauches, said to him at a drinking party — “ What 
makes you think the Ameer will come? See how he has 
already asserted his independence at Shnjaelpoor.” The 
Muharaj upon this, not using due discretion in his cups, 
ordered some .of his officers to be ready to march to seize 
the Ameer, and to bring him by fair or by foul means to 
his presence. A force had moved for this purpose, and 
was in march the first stage from Indor, when the Ameer 
and his party fell in with it oil 'their way thither. Hur 
Hath Chela, (*) who was in advance of the restof theparty, 
at the head of two or three thousand horse, coming up to 
the Ameer’s Suwaree, made his Sulam to him. The 
Ameer asked what he Avas come for, and the Chela, who 
was a shrewd man, and saw at once that the Ameer knew 
nothing of the Muharaj’s designs, answered promptly that' 
he was come to give the Ameer the complimentary meet- 
ing (Is'tuqbal). In the midst of this, Sham'Rao and 
Chimnd Bhao, and some other officers of the Muharaj 
came up, and they made a similar reply to the Ameer’s 
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enquiry, and all turning round went back towards Indor 
with the Ameer’s part3^ As they rode along the road, 
they began conversing with one another, saying — “ Here 
the Muharaj has sent us with the worst designs against 
this man, and he quite unsuspicious places himself in 
our power — what are we to do?” The Ameer seeing 
them talking thus to one another in a mj'sterious manner, 
began to suspect something wrong, and besides it occur- 
red to him, that so large a party would not have come out 
to meet him without a purpose. He then reflected that 
if he could get the Sirdars to mount elephants, and to go 
on before bimself, he should have no fear of present 
treachery. Accordingly, he called up his Suwaree ele- 
phant, and making it to kneel, invited Sham Rao and 
Chimna Bhab to take seats in the houda, excusing him- 
self by saying, it would be impossible for him to ride on 
the elephant while they were on horseback. Although 
they saw through the Ameer’s purpose, yet as they did 
not wish their secret to transpire, they were obliged to 
3deld to the Ameer’s pressing entreaties. The Ameer 
then ordered his horsemen to keep close behind and on 
both sides of the elephant, and so the Suwaree proceeded 
till it arrived near Indore. "When intelligence of the 
Ameer’s approach was conveyed to the Muharaj he re- 
ceived it without a word, and though it was usual for him 
, to come out two or three kos to meet the Ameer, he did 
nothing of the kind on this occasion. But when the 
Ameer’s Suwaree arrived within a mile of the city, he^ 
came with great apparent indifierence and greeted him 
coldly. The Ameer penetrated the mystery, but he 
spared none of the outward forms of cordialit3', and 
enquired after the Muharaj’s health with all earnestness. 
The people about Juswunt Rao said, that he was fatigued 
with sitting up the night before, and not in his usual 
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INSULTED AT TlIE DURBAR. 


health and spirits. The Ameer, however, discovered from 
his style of address and manner, which were quite differ- 
ent from what they used to be, that he himself was no 
longer in favor. Trul}', the heart is the mirror which 
reflects all objects. The Ameer after this, went one day 
to wait upon the Muharaj, and found Guja Koonwur 
sitting with him in earnest and close conversation. The 
Koonwur immediately began accusing the Ameer of 
cruelties committed at Shujaelpoor, and asked by what 
right he had done what he had done. The Ameer repli- 
ed, “ By the right of the sword, by which I took the 
town.” That cursed one, whose heart was burning with 
envy and hate at the plunder of the place, drew a dagger 
from his belt, and cried, “And I am one who can apply 
the knife to the throat of the villain who does so,” The 
Ameer was in great wrath at being so spoken to; and 
wished to revenge the insult by dispatching Guja Koon- 
wiir on the spot, but the Holkur officers interfered and 
prevented bloodshed. Sham Rao Maree who alone of 
that knot of foolish men, possessed sense and judgment, 
reproved the Muharaj in open Durbar, for allowing, and 
countenancing such an outrage, and taking the cursed 
Koonwur by the hand, led him out, saying, “You are 
bent on the ruin of this house, which to you will involve 
no loss,” Then turning to the Ameer, he said, “ Your 
passion is now up, you had better retire for a while," 
Whereupon, the Ameer rose and left the Durbar. The 
^luharaj yielding to Sham JRao Maree, made apologies to 
the Ameer, but still there was discord and a bad feeling 
between the two Chiefs, and the Ameer retired to his quar- 
ters, keepingaloof from the Durbar, whereupon the Muharaj 
sent too brigades to pitch their tents close to him, being 
bent apparently on getting rid of him by some treachery. 
The Ameer, after four or five days, reflected that nothing 
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but evil could come of bis remaining on sucb terms with 
the Muharaj, and that if their ill-will were once to break 
out into flame, the extinguishing of it would be difficult, 
if not impossible : therefore, that it would be better to 
make advances towards a reconciliation, and so restore 
the old cordiality which subsisted, if it could be brought 
about, and if not, that he should keep aloof for a time. 
Keeping his motives to himself, he went alone one day 
and asked for an audience of the Muharaj. The people 
in attendance reported his coming, when the Muharaj 
asked, “ Wbat can he have come for?” They replied, 

“ He is quite alone;” whereupon the Muharaj gave order 
for bis admission. The Ameer said bis purpose requir- 
ed privacy. The Muharaj ordered every body away. 
When the room was cleared, the Ameer taking hold of 
the Muharaj by the waistband, with his left hand drew a 
kutar or dagger, which he had by him concealed for the 
purpose, and presenting it said, “ Settle at once your 
heart’s purpose against me. If you think your fortunes 
will be benefitted by killing me, do it now! there is 
nothing to prevent you — on the contrary ^solicit death at 
your hands. If men envious of me, have urged you to 
pursue this line towards me, see here is my life at yoiir 
service.” The Muharaj made apologies for his conduct 
and dismissed hjs suspicions, and the old cordiality was 
restored between him and the Ameer, and they met as 
before — to the shame, disgrace, and vexation of the cursed 
meddler who had sowed the seeds of this mischief. Every.^ 
thing being thus adjusted, the Ameer, after a few days, 
returned to his own army, leaving the Muharaj at Indore. 
This happened in the Hejira year 1216. (‘) 


(•) This date must be an error for 1215, or probably 1214.— Ttie events 
related occurred all in 1799 and 1800— whereas the Hejira year 1216 
commenced on the 14th Way 1801, and ended on the 3d Way 1602. 




BOOK THE THIRD. 


CHAPTER IV. 


A. D. 1800. 

Mahajee Sindheea's family dissatisfied with Doidut Rao — 
come to Oojeiti, and are circumvented and plundered 
ly Muharaj Holkicr — they join Luklnva Dada at 
Cheetoor, who defeats the Ameer’s army while he ^ 
away — Lukhtoa is in return driven into Shujaelpoor 
hy the liolkur forces—joined hy Amhajee — He escapes 
and files to Duileea — the further pursuit of, him 
given up. 

The Baees of Mahajee Sindheea, (‘) that is, his wives 
and concubines, quarrelling with DouJut Rao, left Poona, 
and came about this time, attended by twenty-five thousand 
hoi’se.and foot, to Oojeia. Muharaj Holkur looked upon 
this as a God-send, and immediately opened a friendly 


(') From the time of Dotilut Rao SindJjeea’s accession, lie was opposed 
by Maliajee’s iliree widows, supported by Baloba Tanteea, a confiden- 
tial Minister of fiie deceased Cliief. This man was a Sbenwe Brabmin, 
of the same caste -as Ltikbwa Dada, to whose rise he had been mainly 
instrumental. Doulnt Rao early threw Jiimself into the hands of Snrjee 
Bao Gliatkia, whose daughter he afterwards married, and by bis means 
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correspondence witli them. Dissembling bis purposes 
he came to Oojein, and encamping close to them bad an 
interview, in which he said, that the seizing of Doulut 
E,ao would answer no purpose of his, but he would do it 
out of regard for them, and that the supremacy of the 
Sindheea family might pass into their hands. That it was 
great presumption in Doulut Dao to act independent of 
them, and so Avith words to the same effect he brought 
the Baees to look upon him as their staunch friend and 
associate. The Muharaj had but a small body of troops 
with him, Avhereas the Baees’ escort was strong. He 
could not venture, therefore, openly upon any thing to 
their prejudice. He accordingly wrote to the Ameer to 
join instantly, as he had a plan to consult him upon, 
Doulut Rao Sindlieea had then recently written to the 
Muharaj, warning him against having any communica- 
tion with the Baees; to which the Muharaj wrote in 
reply, that if Doulut Rao wished it, he would secure all 
their persons and send them back to him, or settle their 
business in any other way he desired. In the mean time 
he had brought the Baees. to believe him so Avholly of 
their partj% that they had not the slightest suspicion of his 
designs. Oh, God! Oh, God! that the world should so 


the party of the Brahmins rvas broken, and most of those who held 
offices, were dismissed, , They made head, however, in the Dokhnn, and 
there was mncli mntual violence, until Snrjee Rao Ghatkia being remov- 
ed and placed under restraint, a reconciliation took place. In January 
ISOO, Snrjee Rao being set at liberty by the advice of Baloba, who had 
been restored to power, intrigued again for the ruin of the Brahmins, 
and seizing Baloba, imprisoned him at Abmednngnr, where he died. 
His brother was blown from a cannon, and Nnraynn Rao Bnkbshee, of 
the same caste and party, was fastened to rockets and sent into the air. 
These violent proceedings added to the measures taken about the same 
time against the adherents of Nanha Pbnrnnvees, who was also a Brah- 
min, raised a strong party against Doulnt Rao, and the Baees heading 
it retired from the Dnkhun to Oojein. Of the Baees, Lukhshmee Baee 
was the eldest, and principal widow of Mahajee. The youngest, Bhugee- 
rulhee* Baee, who was very handsome, was accused at one time of 
intriguing with Doulut Rao. 
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teem -with deceit and treachery; and that men, for the 
sake of the enjojnnents of a few short days, for such is the 
limit of their span of life, should commit frauds and 
crimes to the loss of their good name for evermore, espe- 
cially persons of rank, and men of distinction and high 
place in the world — to see such men practising dissimu- 
lation and meanness!! Had they in their hearts but a 
tenth decimal of the piety, and fear of God, and regard for 
their future state, which they ought to have, what bless- 
ings and bounties might they not expect from his Provi- 
dence and invisible workings in their behalf, which, 
notwithstanding all their wickednesses, are even now so 
signally displayed in their favor ! But, as are men’s dispo- 
sitions, so will their actions be. 

The Ameer hastened to Oojein(’) upon receiving the 
Mtiharaj’s summons: but the latter, doubting whether the 
Ameer might not thwart bis views, determined to settle 
the affair with the Baees before be arrived. According!}', 
on the night of the very day before be was to reach 
Oojein, the Muharaj, withoutwarning given, and while all 
were in profound sleep and supposed security, opened 
bis artillery • suddenly on the Baees’ camp, and in the 
confusion which ensued during the dark, wherein friend 
was not distinguishable from foe, the troops which com- 
posed their escort were overpowered and dispersed. The 
Baees mounting horses, w'ent off with a few attendants, 
and sought refuge with Lukhwa Dada, a Surdar of Sind- 
beea’s, who was at the time at Jawudh,("-) administering 
that country for Dowlut Rao. The Muharaj got pos- 
session of the Baees’ Toshuk-khana, C) and of jewels of 
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immense valiie, besides all the artillery and stores of their 
camp. He also invested Oojein, and levied a contribu- 
tion from it. In the very midst- of all this, the Ameer 
arrived at Oojein, and waited on the Muharaj, and 
complimented him on the courage and skill which had 
achieved so vast a conquest from helpless women. The 
Muharaj feeling the sarcasni, let his head sink upon his 
chest, and made no reply. In the mean time, the Eaees 
had induced Lukhwa Dada to take up their cause, and 
that Surdar placing them for security in Cheetor, (‘) 
marched by the route of Soudhwara towards Shujaelpoor. 
The Ameer’s army was at the time at Shahjehanpoor, 
not far from thence, under the temporary command of 
Gholaraee. Khan, whqm the Ameer had left in charge, 
while he hastened over to Oojein upon the Muharaj’s 
summons. There was thus no efficient officer present, and 
Lukhwa Dada deeming the opportunity favorable, attack- 
ed the troops, and threw them into confusion, without 
experiencing any resistance. He thus took the guns and 
baggage of, the Ameer. It so happened, that the Ameer 
dreamed that very night that his army had met with some 
disaster. In tlie morning, therefore, he took ax hasty 
leave of the Muharaj, who asked the cause of his hurry : 
The Ameer told his dream, whereupon the Muharaj said, 
“ You must have attained the state of the holy men of 
older days to tell me this.” The Ameer replied, ‘‘ Al- 
though no one can pretend to a knowledge of futui-ity, 
still, when a man is peculiarly favored by Providence, it 
frequently happens that things are revealed to him by 
dreams. I have myself had frequent experience of this.” 
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The Muharaj made no farther answer, and in the course 
of the day, the Ameer starting from Oojein,. came to 
Tirana, (*) and in the morning heard there of the defeat 
of his troops by Lnkhwa Dada. Continuing his advance, 
he fell in with the stragglers, and asked the particulars 
of the action ; which gathering from them as well as he 
could, he went on towards the enemy, until upon the 
road he met a party of his own special horse, flying sore- 
ly dispirited and pursued by a party of the enemy. The 
Ameer charged the pursuers immediately with , the men 
about him, and stopped the pursuit : putting the enemy 
to flight, he followed them for five kos, until he recover- 
ed his own guns, which had been left in their hands, and 
then encamped on the bank of a river close From 
hence he wrote to the Mnharaj for succour, saying, he 
had frequently helped the Mnharaj in his difficulties, and 
now hoped for a return. The Muharaj marched imme- 
diately to his aid from Oojein. Ambajee Inglia also co- 
operated, acting under the orders he had before received 
from Doulnt Rao Sindbeea to seize Lnkhwa Dada when- 
ever he could lay hands upon him. Lnkhwa Dada was at 
this time at Shahjehanpoor — thither the Ameer, with the 
Muharaj and Ambajee, proceeded, and, surrounding the 
place, Lnkhwa was soon reduced to extremity. He how- 
ever, had made his peace privately with the Ameer, promis- 
ing that if an opening for escape were left him, he w'ould 
in future act in concert with him in all matters when requir- 
ed. To this eSect, a regular engagement was ultimately 
entered into on both sides. The Ameer having yielded 
to his conditions, mentioned tliem to the Muharaj, with 
whose assent the arrangement was concluded. Lukhwa 
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Dada, therefore, .being thus assured, came out of the 
town one night and went o£F to Kheecheewara. (') The 
Muharaj, to save appearances with Ambajee, whom he 
was watching an opportunity to seize, though outwardly 
treating as a friend, sent the' Ameer along with him in 
pursuit of Lukhwa Dada, while he remained himself at 
Shahjehanpoor. The Ameer, -with Ambajee, came to 
Rajgurh, in Oomutwara, and having no real wish to 
sieze or distress Lukhwa Dada, made no ^eat haste in 
the pursuit. The Muharaj wrote to him to go no further, 
but to contrive to get Ambajee into his power, but the 
Ameer liked, not the scheme. Reflecting, however, that 
if he continued in company with Ambajee, the -Muharaj 
might conceive suspicions, he suggested to that officer 
that it might be as well for him to march a stage or two 
in advance or in rear. Ambajee, who was not wanting 
in acuteness, saw through the proposition and acted ac- 
cordingly, keeping out of the Ameer’s way : the Ameer 
then marched to Patun, (^) where he was joined by the 
Muharaj. Lukhwa Dada went to Tomyn Bichhar, 
and was joined by Raja Jysingh and Doorjun Sal, 
Keechhees, and so reinforced, he suddenly surrounded 
Bala Rao Inglia, whom he reduced to great straights. In 
the mean time, the Muharaj and the Ameer moved from 
Patun to Raghoogurh. (^) Dowlut Rao Sindheea, how- 
ever, ordered Monsieur Perron from Hindoostan, against 
Lukhwa Dada. The latter, therefore, making a hasty 
composition with Bala Rao, went to the fort of Seonda, 
near Dutteea, (‘') in Bundelkhund, where he was well 
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received by the Chief, Raja Chbiitur Sal, Upon this; 
Moils. Perron on one. side, -and Ambajee and Bala Rao 
on the other,, -went against Seonda, and laid siege to it, 
Ruja Chhutiir Sal, of Diitteea, ivas killed, and Lukinra 
liiniself wounded in the defence of this place, and the 
latter retired to Dutteea which was deemed too strong to 
be attacked,’ so the armies of Siiidhcea returned to their 
cantonments. 


The Mubaraj and the Ameer, in the mean time, march- 
siiig from Raghoogurh came by the route of Seronj 
to Mulhargurh, where levying tribute upon several 
dependencies of Sagtir, they were attending to their own 
alfairs, when Close, a Fnringee(') in Sindheea’s service, 
commanding a brigade, caime to Seronj, and encamped 
there. I’he Amil, on the part of the Ameer, being alarm- 
ed, wrote to .the ' Ameer, complaining of excesses com- 
mitted by this brigade. On hearing of it, the Ameer 
taking leave of the Muharaj was proceeding to Seronj, 
when he heard that the. Furingee had gone off to Aroiin, (”) 
whereupon he rejoined the camp of the Muharnj. The 
joint army was now again too large to be subsisted 
at one place. The Muharaj accordingly proposed, that 
Jie should cross over into Soondhwara, while the Ameer 
proceeded against Sugar. ^ The Ameer approved tlie 
plan, and acted accordingly. From Sagur he made the 
demand of tribute, and reduced Ubbajee to straights, so 
as to induce- him a second time to apply to Kughoojee 


(') Tlio Translator lias failed in every endeavour to trace (lie proper 
name of this officer. 
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Ghoosla for succour, and to urge tliat it siiould be sent 
■vritb all baste. Raja Rugboojee, of Nagpoor, ordered a 
brigade to march immediately, but the Ameer bearing of its 
approach, moved to Deoree Koorcbbamur, (’) inBnndel- 
khund, and there an action ensued, in which he gained a 
complete victory over the Ghoosla army, but as night 
came on, its retreat was not much molested. Thence the 
Ameer retired to his own cantonment (at Seronj,) and 
staid there some davs. 


BOOK THE FOURTH. 

WAR BETWEEN HOLE UR AND SINDHEEA — OPERA- 
^ TIONS IN HINDOOSTAN AND THE DUKHUN, TO 
THE TAKING OF POONA BY JUSWUNT RAO. 


CHAPTER I. 


A. D. 1801. 

Doulut Rao sends an army against HoJhir knder com- 
mand of Bidwunt Rao Rathura and Major George 
Hessing — It is defeated. 


TVhen Doulut Rao Sindlieea heard of the treatment the 
Baees had experienced at the hands of Juswunt Rao 
JSolkar, he dispatched the brigade of (Jorus Saheb 
Furingee,) (') Major George Hessing, with twenty thou- 
sand horse and Pindarees, the whole under the command 
of Buiwunt Rao Batkura, (*) to punish the Mufaaraj. 


(’) 'Jorns Salieb is a corrviplion of George Salieb— Major G. Hessing 
vtas at this time in command of his fatlier Colonel John Hessing’s 
brigade. Tlie Olajor-is the same officer wlio was in command of Agra 
when taken by Lord Lake, and who died not very long ago at Calcutta. 
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This general arrived, without a halt, at Oojein, when the 
Mnharaj was in Soondhwara making collections. The 
latter looking upon his force to be insufficient to-meet the 
enemy in the field, marched from thence to Hooree, (') 
a dependancy of Oojein, which is one stage from Hindia, 
and there falling in with two battalions which were in 
march to reinforce Batknra, he overpowered them, and. 
being elated with the success, wrote to the Ameer to say, 
that if he did not desire to join, victory was not dependent 
on his presence. Doulut Rao himself came up at this 
period to Hindia, on the south bank of the Ifnrbuda, and 
began making arrangements to cross a heavy train of 
artillery which he had brought with him. The train had 
passed, when the Mnharaj bearing of it made an attempt 
to carry it, and. an action (*) ensued, but upon chain 
shot being fired from the heavy gnns, which cut. to 
pieces whole -files at once of the Muharaj’s troops, they 
hesitated to /ace them, and were defeated. Juswnnt Rao 
upon this failure, retired to Indor, and wrote with all 
urgency to beg the Ameer to join, in order that he might 
be strong enough to meet Batkura. The Ameer, though 
he had taken a little ofience at the Muharaj’s first letter, 
still seeing that the. good of the cause required that 
Batkura should be opposed and put down, and thinking 
it would have a bad appearance if he kept out of the 
battle, commenced his march from Shujaelpoor, and 
leaving his rear guard and stores at Tirana on the road, 
brought up a light force to join in the operations against 
Batkura. He commenced an , attack immediately upon 


lJj ^ 

(*) Near Sntwas, above tlie Ghats, into Malwa. Captain Brownrigg 
commanded Sindheea’s troops, and defended • himself ably in a strong 
position. The affair occurred in June ISOl. 
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Lis arrival, being determined to; show an example of 
promptitude and intrepidity by being before-hand -with 
the Muharaj. He accordingly surrounded and skirmish- 
ed Avith the enemy from morning till evening, and as it 
grew dark, retired again to Tirana, where his rear guard 
and baggage had remained. ; Bulwunt Rao Batkura and 
Major G. Hessing taking alarm at this boldness of 
the Ameer; . retired towards Oojein, and took shelter 
under the walls of that town. The Muharaj, who was at 
the distance of one march only from the field, and heard 
the cannonade, asked what the .firing could mean, and 
was told, it was the Ameer engaged with Batkura — at 
hearing which, he . was highly delighted, and came by a 
forced march to join hinn ■ ' ■ 

'■ The Miiharaj had at this time two brigades with him, 
one,' called the Bheeluu(‘) Kumpoo, and the other, the 
Muharaj Kiimpoo ; of these and of the horse he made an 
• equar division, and put the Bheelun brigade, Avith half 
the horse, under the Ameer’s command, while he kept tlie 
rest under his own'. The tAVO divisions then invested 
Oojein, and reduced Batkura to great straights. (=) , Ah 
action at last took place between the Bheelun brigade,' 
Avhich was with the Ameer’s division, and the enemy’s 
brigade, and the- latter were getting the better, Avhen 
the Commandant of the brigade came in all agitation 
and haste to beg succour of the Ameer, Avho, advancing 
with the men about him, charged home upon the enemy, 
and broke his ranks with some slaughter. A number, 
however, of the Ameer’s horse fearing for the discharge 
of the enemy’s artillery and musquetry, edged off and kept 
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aloof, and hence some confusion ensued ; in consequence 
of which the Ameer thought it expedient to retire from 
the fight and move towards these men. The Muharaj’s 
troops, who were standing at a little distance, seeing this, 
betook themselves to flight, thinking the Ameer’s men 
were the enemy. The Muharaj, however, recognizing 
the Ameer’s standards, rallied his men, by telling them 
the body they feared, was the Ameer. They were thus 
brought up again, and the Muharaj ha%ung concerted a 
plan of attack with the Ameer, the latter went hack to his 
own ground and exhorted his men not to fail him in a 
second charge, which it was proposed to make simultane- 
ously from both sides- At this time the shot came pouring 
like hail, nevertheless the Ameer made repeated charges, 
till at last the enemy’s ranks were pierced, and the work 
of the sword and spear commenced with great slaughter 
of the fugitives. In the mean time, the Muharaj had 
charged on his side, and the conflict was equally hot 
there, the men being engaged in close combat, showed 
examples of bravery, which reminded the beholders of 
the battles of Roostum and Asfendiar. The enemy at 
last were driven to think themselves fortunate if they 
could escape with life. 


VERSE. 

The Chiefs have advanced to the thick of the fight. 
The Ameer to the left, Juswunt Rao to the right — 
Now, Holkur, the lion, most forward appears. 

But look at that charge — ^’tis the gallant Ameer’s. 
See the former has drawn forth his falchion of trust, 
And many brave soldiers have bitten the dust ; 

Look again to the other side, there the Ameer 
Deals death to the foe with his unerring spearj 
Both rivals in courage and rivals in fame, 

With sword or with spear the result is the same. 

T 
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sindheea’s army befeated. 


The ranks that vowed vengeance are scattered, dispersed^ 
Hope flies from the foe and his taunt is reversed ; 
Pell-mell, helter-skelter, they run from the field. 

To their fate even Hessing and Batkura yield-i 
Thus defeat fell on Doulut Kao’s army so proud, 

. And the Victors their Paeaas in triumph sang loud 

Great the booty that fell to the conquering host. 

Chiefs ! divide ye the glory, enough is the boast. 

In short, Batkura and Major G. Hessing were so 
utterly defeated, as to fly with four or five horsemen only in 
attendance on them, and so concealed themselves within 
the walls of Oojein, which being close by, aflbrdM 
refuge. ' The Muharaj and the Ameer took their guns, 
baggage, and an immense booty in stores, horses, ele- 
phants, kettle-drums, standards, &c. They then levied a 
contribution on Oojein, (') There were near two hundred 
Europeans of Major Hessing’s. brigade killed in this 
action, with numberless sepoys, &c. besides the Suwars ■ 
of Batkura. The two victorious Chiefs remained some 
time in that, neighbourhood. The battle, above related, 
was fought in the Hejira year 1217. (“) 


(') There were sixteen European OflBcers killed in this action, and 
seren more were beheaded after surrender. ■ Inolnding all classes 
of Christians, the nnmber slain, may have been nearly as stated in the 
text. 

(*) A. D. 1802, 4th May, to 1803, 22d April, which is another error.of 
date— /or the battle was fought in' JnJy 1801, that is, in A. H. 121G. 


BOOK THE FOURTH. 


CHAPTER II. 


A. D. 1801. 

Doulut Rao SindJieea detaches a large force under Surjee 
Rao Ghalhia and Sudasheeo Rao against MuJiarcg 
Hoilhur — Battle of Indor — BluJiaraj Holkur defeated, 

Bulwuxt Rao Batknra and Major George Hessing 
being thus shamefully defeated, betook themselves to the 
Dukhan, and there reported to Doulut Rao Sindheea 
their own mishap, and the loss of Oojein. (*) Doulut Rao 
writhed in an agony of vexation and rage at hearing of 
this disaster, and marching "vvith all haste from the Duk- 
han, encamped on the southern bank of the Xurbuda 
river, and detached thence, against Holkur, a force under 
Suijee Rao Ghatkia(') and Suda Sheeo Rao, (^) con- 
sisting of the brigades of Burandee Saheb, (Major 
Brownrigg) Sutluj Saheb, (Major Sutherland) and of 


P) BnlvrnntRao may have gone to the Dotlinn, but Major HetsiDg 
came to Agra, and was seen there by Sir Charles Metcalfe in Febrnary 
or March 1802, 

(^) (*) 

_(*) Burandee Saheb is Major Brownrigg, who took service afterwards 
with the English, and was killed in Hnrreeanah towards the end of 
1803. Sntlej Sahib is Colonel Snlherland, who was broken fay 31. Per- 
ron, and died at 3Iothra. Slichael Feloze’s son is the present Jean Bap- 
tiste Feloze. 
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Michael Feloze’s son, with a haltering train, also his own 
Rusalas of Cavalry, and Kureem Khan’s (’) and Cheetoo 
Khan’s (-) Pindaras, making all together, Mahrattas and 
Hindoostanees, horse and foot, not less than fifty or sixty 
thousand men. The two generals crossing the Nurbuda, 
advanced upon Oojein. Hearing of their approach, the 
Muharaj, by the Ameer’s advice, marched to Indor with 
both his brigades and the reserves of both armies, that 
is, of his own. and of the Ameer’s; and he sent forward, 
the Ameer with fifteen tliousand elite of the horse, 
mostly in mail, to meet and harass the enemy, while he 
remained himself at Oojein with twenty thousand horse 
ready for light service, and to act as circumstances might 
suggest. The Ameer falling in with the enemy, kept him 
in play, and harassed his line of march for an entire 
week, but seeing his own great inferiority in numbers, he 
wrote at last to the Muharaj, that as the enemy was in 
great strength, it was advisealjle he should bring up his 
troops also, when, having effected a junction, he. hoped 
they might obtain some great advantage. 

The Muharaj immediately broke ground, and, joining 
the Ameer, surrounded the enemy for five days, reducing 
Sindheea’s army to great distress, so much so, that in 
the course of that time they only made an advance of ten 
kos. On the sixth day, the Muharaj and the Ameer 
made an attack on Suda Sheeo Bao, but Surjee Bao 
moved up all the brigades to his support, and thus brought 
on a general action. It so happened, that in consequence 
of there being some Juwar (^) and other fields between' 



(3) A grain (Holcus Sorzuni,) that grows like Indian Corn, 

and to the same heiglit. 
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the Ameer and the Maharaj, the ground over vrhich the 
action spread extended to a distance of three kos, and 
the Ameer and the Mnharaj ' \rere engaged at the extre- 
mities of this space out of sight of one another, so that 
there "svas a Avant of proper concert between them. 

The Mnharaj led a charge, which brought him direct- 
ly upon the enemy, bat the Ameer bad no knowledge 
of it, and Snrjee Rao accordingly drove him back with 
loss, taking some of his gnns. The Ameer no sooner 
heard of the misadventure, than be hastened to the quar- 
ter and recovered the lost guns, but felt much vexation 
that the attack had been made without letting him know 
of the intention, for, with proper concert, by God’s help, 
the enemy must have been extinguished bke a lamp that 
has burnt out its oil. This will be quite manifest, when 
it is considered that, although the enemy were strong in 
cavalry at the point, yet their horse were only Pindaras, 
who make no stand in close fight, and hold it no disgrace 
to throw away their shields and fly from the field. 
Whereas the Ameer had his body of Afghans of the same 
tribe with himself, tried men, desperate in fight, who 
always behaved well, and with a high sense of the neces- 
sity of maintaining the honor of the Afghan name. 

After the above affair, the skirmishing and harassing sys- 
tem was continued for five more days. On the sixth, the 
Muharaj and Ameer adopted the following plan: — Send- 
ing off their baggage and reserves to the farther side of 
Indor, so as to be well in their rear, they placed the city 
between them and the enemy, and took post behind a 
deep ditch or nulla, which is to the north of it. The 
guns were placed in battery at a point which covered the 
ditch in question, and the Mnharaj took post immediately 
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- behind them, while the Aineer, with his fifteen thousand 
horse, .threatened the enemy’s . rear from a point about 
. three kos olf from the Muharaj’s station. 

' -at 

Major Brownrigg-, who commanded Sindheea’s brigades, 
seeing this disposition, went to Surjee Rao, and under- 
took to secure a victory if he would answer for watching 
and keeping in play, the Ameer, The guns, he said, he 
would certainly capture on that condition, but as the 
Ameer’s > cavalry were difficult to handle, and it was 
essential that he should not interfere with the battle in 
front, he advised that all the horse not required for his 
own attack, should be turned against him. Suijee Rao 
approved this plan, and directed Major Brownrigg, with 
two brigades, and two tliousand horse, against Juswunt 
Rao and the artillery, while he turned the rest of the army, 
consisting of two brigades of infantry, with all the caval- 
. ry and Pindaras, the Jinsee, or train, &c. under his own 
immediate command, against the Ameer. From morning 
to three or four p. m., the lire of artillery and musquetry 
continued on both sides. As the Muharaj and the Ameer 
had no knowledge of the enemy’s plan of battle, the 
Ameer sent to solicit aid from the Muharaj, fearing to 
be overpowered, and he, leaving Hurnath Chela, Chimria 
Bhao, and Sham Rao Maree, (.') to support tlie artillery, 
came himself round with a large body of horse to join 
the Ameer. Major Brownrigg no sooner heard that the 
Muharaj had left the post he was attacking, in order to 
join the Ameer, and that there was nobody of any expe- 
rience or credit to oppose him, than he made a charge of 
both horse and foot with all haste upon the battery where 


(’) Sir J. Malcolm calls this Chief Sham' Rao Madik, hut the name is 
always written Maree in these Memoirs, 


IS DEFEATED WITH GREAT LOSS. 
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all the guns were posted. The enemy were evidently 
gaining advantage, in that part of the field, over Hol- 
kur’s troops, when the Mnharaj called to the Ameer, to 
make haste and protect the guns, while he staid to main- 
tain the fight where he was. The Ameer went with a 
loose rein, hut as it was a distance of three or four kos 
that he had to ride, he out-stripped his main body and 
arrived at the point with only three hundred horse. 
Suijee Rao seeing his opportunity in the movement of the 
Ameer, attacked the Muharaj and gained the victory over 
him, continuing the pursuit to the further side of the town 
of Indor, where was the Mnharaj’s reserve and baggage. 
In the mean time, the enem5'’s brigades having crossed 
the ditch or river, had already taken the guns in their 
position; when the Ameer arrived at a gallop on the 
hank. He immediately determined to cross, in order to 
annihilate the assailants. They opened upon him, how- 
ever, with grape and round shot, before he was well over, 
and the shot fell about him like the rain of the day of 
judgment, and by an unfortunate accident, the Ameer’s 
horse, named BurchheeBuhadoor(‘) was killed on the spot; 
The Ameer’s nephew, Saleh Mohummud Khan, dismount- 
ed immediately, and gave up his horse to the Ameer, and 
getting another from a common trooper, mounted again 
by his side ; but from the loss of time, in consequence of 
this accident, and from the Ameer’s men supposing, when 
his horse fell, that it was all over with their General, they 
had, for the most part, taken to flight. The Ameer, 
however, continued the fight with the companions still 
about him, and recovered thirty-five of the Muharaj’s 
guns, of which the enemy had made themselves masters. 



IM DISTRESS IN CONSEQUENCE. 

Tile battle (^) continued till two boars of the night had 
passed, (about seven or eight p, m .) when seeing nothing 
further to be gained, the Ameer retired towards the 
camp and rear guard. The Muharaj was doing the 
same thing when the two Chiefs met, and the Muharaj 
said — “ If such be the will of God, there is no help ! but 
we require now the aid of the Almighty. Let us look out 
for ground on which to encamp for the night.” About 
this time it was reported that there was a considerable 
body of the enemy following the Ameer’s men, and close 
at hand. The Ameer could not bring himself to fly 
before them, so he turned upon the enemy and staid their 
pursuit, making many of them provender to the sword of 
his revenge. In the course of the night, the two Chiefs 
arrived at Jara-gaon,(') which is one stage from Indor, and 
there encamped. For a week, the defeated armies re- 
mained there. 

One night, the Ameer went over to the Muharaj, and 
found him in loud and bitter lamentation. The Ameer 
asked, why he thus grieved, when the Muharaj replied, 
that so long as Sindheea was with his army in the Duk- 
hun, his own troops had the ascendancy in Malwa, and 
supported themselves without difficulty, but he could now 
see no chance of. keeping them together, for he had 
nothing in his ti’easury wherewith to pay them, while from 
inferiority of number and equipment, they were evident- 
ly unequal to cope with the enemy. The Ameer said. 


(I) This battle was fousht on llie I4tl) October ISOl. On tbe side of 
Sindbeea, tliere were foarteen of DeBoigne’s regular battalions present. 
Jiiswunt Rao Holkiir’s Infantry was very inferior, and ibe loss of the day 
■was ascribed to tliis cause. The defeat was complete, and if properly 
followed up, would have been fatal to the Holkur cause. 


the ameer re-encourages the troops^ 14-5 

“ Trouble not yourself about this matter, I will find a 
remedy. Pray only that tbe great God may open upon 
us the gates of his bountiful mercy.” The Muharaj 
asked how this was to be brought about. The Ameer - 
said, “ 1 recommend our immediately marching from 
this place, and levying contributions for our support, 
avoiding for a time any action with the enemy.”' The 
Muhdraj said, “ How can we move a mile without 
money?” The Ameer thereupon rose and went over to 
his own camp, and called there a council of all his offi- 
cers and Sirdars, and thus addressed them : “ Let every 
one who studies bis own ease, at the sacrifice of that of 
his family and children hereafter, take his discharge 
immediately. On the other hand, those who are pre- 
pared for harrassing duty by night and day, for wandering 
over deserts, and scaling mountains in search of high 
fortune, let such follow me.” All replied immediately— 

“ If our heads were this instant to be severed from our 
bodies, we would not consent to leave your' service.” 
An agreement was accordingly entered into on the spot, 
and the whole party knelt in earnest prayer for success 
to their future enterprises. 

I 

The Ameer having thus assured himself of the dispo- 
sition of his own men, returned to the Muharaj, and stated 
that he had quite satisfied his people, and if the Muharaj 
would send for the influential men of his armj^ and ascer- 
tain their dispositions also, it would be well. 

Accordingly, the Muharaj called a meeting of them> 
and asked what was their feeling as to a continuance in 
his service. Some of them at first, disguising their senti- 
ments very imperfectly, talked in such manner as to 
show their inclination to be for abandpnihg the service ; 


u 


146 OPERATIONS •recommence'^. 

l)ut on' further consideration^ through the -Ameer’s per- 
suasion, and upon being assured that the Afghans .would 
he true to the cause, which was a great, source of confi- 
dence to them, ^all were brought to profess a seeming 
acquiescence. ■ • ■ . , ' . , 


Accordingly, next day, the ATuharaj and the Ameer 
both ■ moved towards Rutlam and encamped, but their 
■followers were comparatively few, and the desertions 
■were great, and many never moved from the old ground.' 
The Ameer then bit upon this expedient to bring up 
those who bung back.- He paid a rupee round. to every 
Snwar present, and gave out that this was to be the daily 
pay of every horseman who might choose to continue in 
the service, and that it would be paid daily in cash. 
After, the' second day’s march he made a similar issue to 
all present, seeing which, alb those who remained at the 
ground about Jam, came on and joined. • The Ameer then 
went to the Muharaj and said — I have no more money 
left for distribution. Do you now come forward with 
some aid to the cause.” The Muharaj, accordingly, for 
that day, issued the daily pay. to the men of both armies. 
On the next day, again marching, the armies made them- 
selves master of a place belonging to Sindheea, which 
was full of .'valuable property; so that a large booty was 
obtained. The fame of,, this brought in a great number 
of stragglers who ■were hovering about, and. began to see 
thatplenty and wealth were still within reach, under the 
old standard. Accordingly, from this time forward, the 
armyappeared in the field as respectable innumberas ever. 

Again, marching, a contribution was levied on a place 
belonging to the Dhar’ Chief, and then the array being 
sufficiently recruited, attacked and carried Rutlam, which 
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belonged to Sindheea, and pillaged it. Here a very large 
booty in money and stuffs, and likewise a store of cloves, 
cardamums, sugar, &c. fell to tbe people of the two 
Camps, so that all were provided to their heart’s content. 
The army thep moved upon Jawndh(*) in Malwa, near 
Neemuch, (-) and here it was that the brigade of the 
Chevalier Dudrenec (Hujur Beg,) joined. It had been 
on march from Muheshur to Tonk Bampoora, in order to 
attach itself to the force of Monsieur Perron, but was 
brought back to join the Muharaj by the agency of Sham 
Bao Maree, a servant of Holkur’s, who had been detach- 
ed to Kota, and there tampered with the men. The 
Chevalier himself separated from them, stajdng where he 
was. The Muharaj, and the Ameer, having thus rer 
cruited their forces and fortunes, returned to Tndor, and the 
Muharaj consulted with the Ameer as to their, future 
proceedings, for he was convinced that something must 
be done, inasmuch as it was impossible to remain where 
they were, and support their .army in the vicinity of 
Sindheea’s superior force. 

. It was resolved, that the two brigades of infantry, 
with a body of cavalry, should be left at Indor, and that 
the Muharaj and Ameer should move on Muheshur, the 
latter taking with him five hundred picked men, and that’ 
endeavour should be made to raise funds in that neigh- 
bourhood. This plan was accordingly adopted. Doulut 
Bao Sindheea, however, hearing of these proceedings, 
sentKureem Khan and Cheetoo Khan, with other Pindaras, 
to attack the troops of the Muharaj and Ameer. They 
surrounded Indor, and reduced the brigades left there to 
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some straight, for both the leaders of credit, that is, the 
Muharaj and the Ameer being away, there was nobody 
left fit to command. The Indor army accordingly being 
hard pushed, retired to the Simrorghat, (’) which afford- 
ing a strong position, it encamped, deeming tlie ghats and 
ravines a protection. The Pindaras, however, coming upon 
these troops, again harassed and got the better of them, 
■when, upon the intelligence reaching the Muharaj’s ears, he 
detached the Ameer to their succour. The Ameer took 
with him from Muheshur one hundred of his own horse 
and about two tliousand of the men- of his reserve, and 
went towards the detachment that was in jeopardy. The 
Pindaras came out against him and attacked him on the 
line of march, surrounding his party on all sides. The 
Ameer threw his rear guard and baggage into a village 
close J)y, and went boldly out with his horse to meet the 
enemy, crossing a ri vulet for the purpose. The Pindaras 
had laid an ambuscade, and came suddenly from their 
cover to a close charge. The Ameer seeing the pre- 
paration for this, called out — “ Let no one fire his match- 
lock till I give the word, and when the enemy is quite 
close, and I do give it, let all fire and charge together, 
and the result roust be fatal.” The men did as ordered, 
some of them putting two or three bullets into their 
matchlocks, and so waited till the enemy arrived quite, 
close, to their position. The Ameer then gave the word 
to fire and the effect fully answered his expectation. A 
great number of men were at once put hors de combat, 
and the Pindaras losing heart, gave up their design of 
attacking the Ameer’s party, and retired. Their retreat 
was soon converted into flight, and the Ameer then joined 


NATHDWARA PLUNDERED. 149 

tbe Muharaj’s troops who had been hemmed in and sur- 
rounded by the Pindaras, and carried them back to Indor, 
where they were soon joined by the Muharaj himself. 
All the infantry, viz. both brigades, then took tbe route ' 
to Kandes, (*) the rear guard and baggage being left at 
Mubesbur, while the Muharaj and the Ameer, withimaum 
Buksh and Kader Buksh, (") Pindaras, and other Suwars, 
turned suddenly upon Oojein, and passed the night at a spot 
distant from the city about four kos. Early in the morn- 
ing,- the Pindaras of the party were ordered to show them- 
selves, and draw out the Pindaras from Oojein towards the 
spotwhere the Anieer and the Muharaj were. Accordingly, 
the Holkur Pindaras going towards the ground where 
the camels of Sindheea’s army-were grazing, brought away 
three hundred of these animals, which the enemy were- 
afraid to attempt to rescue. Tbe Ameer and Muharaj 
carried them off with them and returned to Indor. Thence 
marching by Dhar, Amjhera, Jhaloda, Dulooleea, and 
Purtabgurh, (5) levying contributions as they went, they 
reached a place between Jawudh and Neemahera, where 
they halted for some da 3 ^s. Thence they marched to the 
great Ndth-Dwara, (^) and endeavoured to get into their 
power the Nathjee Poojaree, (*’) the head of the Brah- 
mins at that place of sanctity, in order to extort money 
from him. He, however, had fled on first hearing of the 


j h>- ( * ) 

(’) The spelling of tills name is wrong Ln the Persian original, it should 
be Kandes, Lr;. Aj li ^ 2 ,^^^ country. 
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approach of .the two Chiefs. Prom the inferior Brahmins 
fifty-thonsand rupees were obtained, and the army then 
went to lesser N^tli-Dwara, (‘) where only six thousand 
were realized. .Hearing' of these proceedings, Sindheea’s 
army under Bala Rao Ingli'a, Suda Sheeo Rao Bnkshee, 
Kureem Khan, and Cheetoo Khan Pindaras, and hav- 
ing with them the two Brigades of Shekh Kulnb Ulee (=) 
and Dawes, of Perron’s service, cameagainst the Muharaj. 
When this army had arrived at a short distance from that 
of Holkur, the Muharaj, not choosing to meet it in- the 
field, marched off, along with the Ameer, by Shahpoor to 
Touk, (^) levying contributions as they went. Sunkh('^) 
Saheb’s (Captain Symes’s) battalion, one of Perron’s, which 
had been left for the defence of Tonk, fled on hearing 
of the approach of the Muharaj and Ameer, and took 
refuge in the Fort of Rampoora, which is now called 
UIeegurh*(^). The Muharaj and Ameer marching from 
■Tpnk by Aleegarh, Indargarh, C^) and the Lakheree (^) 
pass, arrived within three kos of Kota, and levied 
tliere a contribution, which was divided forthwith amongst 
the men in company. Here there was a halt made, 
until the, enemy’s troops came rieai', when the two Chiefs, 
starting again through Haraotee, by Gogul-Chupra, 
Rajgurh, and Patun, and levying contributions every' 
where as before, came to Ashta, ("’) where also a levy 
was made, and the army then crossed tlier. Nurhuda 


jj (^) Jitjj'lj ( ) 

(4) The Officer referred to by this name is Captain Symes, Comma^- 
ing a Battalion of Nnjeebs, in Monsieur Perron’s first Brigade. He 
died at Sekundraa short time before the war with the British. 
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near Hindia, and moved to Kburgaon Buteesee. (*) 
Here a bait was made of some days to allow tbe baggage 
and rear-guard, wbicb bad been summoned from Mube- 
sbur, to join, and both Chiefs then passed by tbe Sondh- 
wab (') fort and ghat — the Mubaraj with tbe design of. 
moving on Cbandor, while the Ameer should penetrate 
into Kandes. It was settled between the two that there 
should be no promiscuous pillage henceforward, but that 
the system of levying contributions should be put in force, 
and that the two armies acting separately should demand 
them every w^here, let the territory belong to whomsoever 
it might. If payment were refused and the troops 
opposed, the place should be carried and the garrison put 
to the sword, and tlie Chiefs at the head of the resistance, 
utterly ruined and destroyed. * 

These transactions occurred in the Hejira year 1216. (•*) 


iXj A j IxSj 1 (') (*) 

• O Called 'Sindliwa in English maps. 

(3) . a; D. 1801, 14tli May .10 3d May 1802 — The original has here 
1219 Hejira, but it is evidently a mistake of the transcriber. The events 
occurred mostly in 1801. Juswunt Kao appeared in Kandes in the 
early part of 1802. 




BOOK THE FOURTH. 


CHAPTER III. 


A. D. 1802 . 

Mxiharaj Holhir 2»'oceeds to Chandor, and the Ameer to- 
wards Doiilutahad hy the ivay of Oosur and Jalna — 
'Falls in loith SudasJieo Rao, Sindheed’s General — 
Affair at Alee Khundee—The Ameer avoids a hat- 
tie arid retires before the enemy, hut is attacked and 
' suffers defeat. 

The two commanders of Ligh fortune having conceived 
that it would conduce to the further rise of the star of their 
destiny were they to separate for a time, the Muharaj 
marched for Chandor (*) and thence to Nasik-nirung, which 
is on the Godavuree, (“),and after having levied contribu- 
tions there he returned to Chandor, where he fixed his 
head-quarters. The Ameer- also deeming it expedient 
to traverse Kandes, commenced his march and arrived at 
Maleegaon, (f) where he levied a contribution. Crossing 
the ghat there he came upon the territory of Inchor, ('^) the 
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cMef of which, styled ordiiiaril)’^Inchorkxir, (') prepared to 
give him battle with a force of only five or six thousand 
horse and foot. The Ameer himself was proceeding- on 
his elephant to take part in the action, when, even upon the 
line of march, his troops finished the affair with that 
ill-fated one, and defeating him took Inchor and made 
prize of a large booty- Thence again marching into the 
Aurangabad (°) territory and levying contributions as he 
went, the Ameer passed close by the city of that name to 
Oosur, (^) which, though a very strong place, was taken 
by assault and plundered. After arranging a considera- 
tion for the surrender of the place, the Ameer passed on 
to Deogaon, belonging -to Nizam Ulee Khan of 
Sy^rabad, which he also pillaged. Sere however Suda 
Sheeo Rao, Sindheea’s bukhshee, with the brigades of 
Shekh Kulub Ulee, and of Captain Dawes, and -with. 
Kureem Khan’s and Cheetoo Khan’s Pindaras, who were 
following the Ameer, came up with him, and there was 
ground for believing that the Kao was acting in concert 
with the troops of Nizam Ulee Khan under Soobhan 
Khan. (5) Muharaj Holkur was at Chandor, ten or twelve 
marches distant from the Ameer, and there was no sup- 
port nearer ; so, for want of regular infantry^ the Ameer 
avoided giving battle, but plundered Jalna, (^) and 
returned to Oosur. Halting there two days, he marched 
again with his rear-guard and baggage, and passed close by- 
Aurangabad to Varee-Snbungor, (') on the Godavuree, 


(’) The.place is written Inclior in Persian, bat by Europeans this 
Chief is invariably styled Tinsborkar. 
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SEEKS A bueied.treasure: 


tvhicli place was then held hy Raeejee Put^l. Here he: 
encamped and levied a contribution- 

i ( 

While he was thus halting, a native of the country- 
brought. the Ameer word, that if promised a part in 
recompense' of the service, he couW pomt oat a buried 
treasure. The Ameer, agreeing to his terms, sent 
Mohummud Shah- Khan and GhoJamee Khan, his con- 
fidential companions, to dig for and bring the treasure. 
When they had reached the spot and penetrated to- 
the place of deposit, a strange thing presented itself. 
First, there was a shelf, or recess, in a wall, which 
being removed, they found a small door within ; they 
then lighted- torches and entered, passing- by several 
"flights of steps which lay before them, and so came at 
last- to the door of .a chamber, which they also broke 
through. On entering the inner chamber, they saw a 
number of large earthen vessels which were closed at 
the top, with lime and clay. Mohummud Shah Khan 
haring opened one, was on the point of thrasting his 
hand into it, in his eagerness to possess himself of the 
treasure, when Gholamee Khan stopped him, saying, 

'' Did you never hear the saying — ‘ snakes lie where 
treasure' is hoarded ?’ Perhaps there may be a snake 
in that vessel ready to bite you.” Mohummud Shah 
Khan upon this took the precaution to ascertain first 
what might be within, and laid hold of a little pot for 
melting butter, which happened to be there, and with it ' 
examined the contents,,-- when, instead of finding the 
earthen vessels full of gold, he discovered nothing in 
•them but white eggs. In his rage, he struck the pot 
against the eggs and broke some of them, when, to the 
astonishment of all, a young snake, like a worm, (Khura- 
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teen,) came out .of each egg. The two ofBcers returned 
to report this to the Ameer, bringing some of the, eggs 
with them, which were broken in his presence, and the 
Ameer saw with his own eyes, the wonderful works of 
Providence, and refrained from further seeking the trea- 
sure. He was satisfied,, however, that there had really 
been a hoard in the place from which the snakes had 
their origin. . ' 

• Marching thence, he encamped at a place between 
Gaeegaon and Tonka, (') belonging to the Peshwa, near 
to which was a temple of great sanctity with the Hindoos ; 
but it was on the opposite side of the Godavuree, and the 
river could only be passed in boats. The Ameer, there- 
fore hit upon the following plan to get at the place. ’ He 
called out that he had come .to worship Muhadeo, and .to 
make an offering at the shrine. The Brahmins believing 
this, replied, “ very good, come over alone and welcome.” 
The Ameer promised to do so, whereupon, they loosen- 
ed and sent across one of the boats they had fastened on 
that side. The Ameer put into it two hundred picked 
men in mail and so crossed, and this party secured and 
sent over some more boats, wherein he crossed his Avhole 
army, in a very short time. Thus having made himself 
master of the place, he gave it up to pillage, and realized 
a large booty in money, jewels, valuable stuffs, &c. He 
then treated with the Brahmins, and contrived to extract 
from, them a further large sum of money, as the condi- 
tion of restoring the plundered articles, and of saving, 
what remained to them from pillage and pollution, but 
two or three days after the Ameer had passed, Nagoojee 
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Pundit (’) and Nuwab Slinhamut IChan, (^) of Holkur's 
-service, who were always in. advance or. in rear of .the 
Ameer’s troops, arrived at the place, and carried off, all 
that the Ameer had restored or spareii. , ; 

The Ameer afterwards uniting- his forces with those of 
Nagoo Pundit, moved with him to IVarayungurh, p) 'a 
' very strong place, and encamped there. His men who 
had gone towards the fort to purchase provisions, were 
ordered off by the garrison, and a squabble ensued, hear- 
ing which more men of the camp ran out to support their 
comrades, and the Ameer being informed of the circum- 
stance, made ready two guns with drag ropes and com- 
menced firing, whereupon the garrison taking alarm, fled 
to -their fort, but the men. of the Ameer’s , camp were 
close upon their heels, and got in at the gate along -svith 
. them, and so made , themselves masters . of the outer 
works. The garrison were in .the same manner pursued 
, to a second gate, which was similarly entered -and taken 
, possession of, whereupon the enemy sued for quarter, 

' and surrendered the place. 

The Ameer having thus conquered the fort, took 
away the guns 'he found in it, and marched off in the 
morning. He had barely reached his new ground, when 
Snda Sheeo Bukhshee came up with his brigades and 
Pindaras, reinforced by twenty-five thousand fresh horse. 
The Ameer not thinking it prudent to give battle while 
encumbered ' with his baggage and rear guard, sent 
them off towards - Alee Khuree, and with a light 
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body of horse advanced to hold the enemy in play. 
"With these he made a stand, and continued skirmish- 
ing, until, by degrees, he was driven upon his bag- 
gage and rear guard. Suda Sbeeo Rao then surrounded 
the Ameer’s army from the morning to three or four 
o’clock in the day, and kept him engaged all the while. 
The Ameer at about that, hour passed a small stream 
which crossed the road, and was followed closely by the 
Bukhshee’s horse, who no sooner crossed the stream, than 
they fell upon the troops of Nagoo Pundit and ISTuwab 
Shuhamut Khan, and gained such advantage over-these 
Chiefs as to entitle them to claim a victor}% Elated with 
tlieir success, they came next against the Ameer. As 
the day was near its close, and there was little time left, 
the Ameer’s companions told them to go away satisfied 
with what they had done, and not to think them no better 
than Nagoojee Pundit and Kuwab Shuhamut Khan. 
But as the conceit of their walour was strong in their 
heads, they would not attend to the admonition, and 
attacked the rear of the body of men with the Ameer. 
Upon this Jumsheed Khan, (*) Mohummud Sueed Khan,(.*^) 
with forty other independent horsemen, (Yekas) inured to 
battle, turned upon them, and repelled their attack, putting 
■ them to a precipitate flight. Another party of the enemy’ s 
horse then coming round, appeared at the head of the 
Ameer’s column ; whereupon, without counting their 
numbers, the Ameer determined on making a stand, for 
he reflected that, to retire before them then would be 
pusillanimity, and victory did not depend on numbers, 
but was the gift of God. Accordingly, he ordered his 
standard elephant to be turned direct against the enemy. 



,, ' an affair of cavalry. 

and himself provoked at their insolence, entered into the 
battle, and drawing his sword set it swimming like a 
fierce aligator in the sea of noble-daring and hard fight. 
The Ameer exerted himself in the play of sword and 
spear with such effect' on tliis occasion, that the envious 
lost patience. The consequence was, that the enemy 
were defeated and took to flight with such little regard 
for their honor, that when they came again to the livulet 
above-mentioned, they fell pell-mell over one another 
into it in the greatest confusion. The Ameer’s men 
pursued to this point, and some crossed the stream after 
the runaways, but here the enemy’s brigades were formed 
in square in order to give protection to the flying horse. 
The Ameer was desirous of keeping up the battle in the 
night, and of hovering about the enemy, till an opportu- 
nity might offer of falling upon them in their panic. His 
men,.however, were fatigued with the march and fight .of 
•the whole day, and being disinclined to the project, urged 
the Ameer to retire and give them rest. The Ameer, 
.accordingly, re-crossed the stream referred to, and 
encamped with his reserve and baggage, and nextmoramg 
sent the latter into the fort of Alee Khuree, {') which 
was at no great distance, while with his light .troops, he 
again faced the enemy and kept up a skirmishing fight 
for the whole day. As nothing decisive took place, both 
•ai’mies encamped again on their old ground. 

Muharaj Holkur hearing of what was passing, moved 
from Chanddr towards the Ameer, and had by this time; 
arrived within a day’s march, whereat the latter’s troops 
were elate, and represented that, as succour was so near at 
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Land, the Lest plan -was to be content with guarding tLe 
passes, on tbe furtber side of Mbich tbe enemy continued, 
and to wait the Mubaraj’s arrival before again attacking 
him.. The Ameer fras not quite satisfied ndth this advice, 
butyieldedtohismen and dismounting his cavalry, united 
■with !N^agoojee Pandit and Nuwab Shuhamnt Khan in 
'taking positions to defend the ghats, the Pundit and 
Nuwab guarding certain of the passes, "while the Ameer 
■with his men held watch at others. Suda Sheeo Rao 
Bukhshee upon this detached the brigade of Captain 
Dawes to force a ghat, which Kagoojee and Shuhamut 
Khan were defending with ten or twelve thousand men. 
The brigade, after manosuvering and changing front, made 
a sudden attack to the left, which put to flight the troops 
of the Pandit and Nuwab. These being composed 
chiefly of raw levies — ran at the first charge, with- 
out waiting to receive the shock, and sought only to 
save themselves up the rugged pathways of the hills and 
ra^dnes. The enemy having thus forced the pass, ascend- 
ed the table land and got round to a point where they 
were above the posts, occupied by the Ameer to guard 
the passes allotted to him. From this elevation, they 
began firing down on his men below. The Ameer saw 
thatit.was impossible to dislodge them from their then 
advantageous position, and his men began to give way. 
In short, be, in this instance, suflfered a defeat, and lost 
two guns, which were left behind in consequence of the 
carriages . breaking down in the ghat, while he himself 
and his men effected a retreat through the ravines. 

"Wliile this was going on, Muharaj Holkar came up 
with his army, and encamped on the field of battle, and 
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it was tlien determined bj bim, in consultation with the 
Ameer, to move directly upon Poona. (') 

The events related in this Chapter, occurred in the 
Hejii'a year 1217. (”) (*) 


(*) It appears from tlie correspondence of Colonel Close, that Poona 
became exposed in consequence of the defeat of Nana Poornndiiree, a 
General of the PesUwa’s, by Futeh Singh Mania, with Holkiir’s brigades 
of infantry. 7'he action occurred on the 7th pctober 1802, while Siida 
Sbe6o Rao was occupied with Ameer Khan in Randes. Snda Slieeo 
was called away in consequence for the defence of the capital, and mov- 
ed rapidly on Poona by Koragaon, rvliile Juswnnt Rao marched from 
Clioomargoonda to Bara-Miitee, and there effected a jitiiclion with 
Fnteh Singh Mania. Ameer Khan is quite silent as to any successes of 
this General, and wonld leave it to be inferred, that the whole war cen- 
tered in bis own operations. 

(») A. D. 1802, 4lh May to 22d April, 1803. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


A. D. 1802. 

March of Muharaj Holkur with the Ameer towards 
Poona to attach the army of Doulut Rao Sindheea — 
Union of Bajee Rao Peslnoa with Doulut Rao, and 
defeat of their joint forces hy Jusimmt Rao Holkur 
and the Ameer — The Peshioa retreats to Marh in 
the Konkan — The Ameeds pursuit thither — The 
Peshwa's flight from Marh to Sevan-Droog on the 
sea shore — The Ameer's attack of that place, and the 
Peshiods flight to Bombay, the English settlement, 
■ in a boat, to ask the aid of that nation, leaving all 
his followers at Sevan-Droog, whence they were 
carried back to Poona by the Ameer. 

HEN Muharaj Holkur had effected a junction with 
the Ameer, it occurred to the latter to propose that the 
brigade of Hujur (') Beg, and the rest of the infantry, 
which were about Pundurpoor, (") under the command of 
Futeh Singh Maneea, tj) should be ordered to concen- 


(’) The Chevalier Dudrenec, whose men had been enticed away by 
Sham Rao Maree — Vide page 147. 
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trate and wait their arrival, and a junction being effected,- 
that the whole force should march on Poona, and try the 
metal of its courage against Sindheea’s army. 

In conformity with this advice, the march was commenc- 
ed next morning, and with the intervention of occasional 
halts to collect contributions by the way, a junction was 
effected near Pundurpoor with the brigades in question. 
Suda Sheeo Rao, Doulut Rao Sindheea's Bukhshee, who 
had been sent with two brigades, and some Pindaras and 
other horse, to follow Juswunt Rao Holkur and the 
Ameer, had left them, as stated above, and made for 
Poona: whereupon Juswunt Rao and the Ameer, with 
the two brigades of infantry, their own special horse, the 
Pindaras and others, marched from Pundurpoor to 
Jhoorjhooree, (') which is about ten kos from Poona. 
A letter was here written to Bajee Rao to this effect— 
“ That the Holkur and Sindheea factions wei’e the same 
in the, balance to his Highness: for him, therefore, to 
show partiality to one, and estrangement from the other 
party, much less to side absolutely with either, was not 
the part of the high lord of both. That it would more 
become his dignity to keep up a friendly understanding 
with the two parties and bring about a reconciliation, or 
if precluded frpm adopting this course, that at any rate 
he should give protection and countenance to neither, 
but stand aloof from the contest and leave them to settle 
matters, as they might.” 

As Bajee Rao was at this time on good .terms with 
Doulut Rao Sindheea, he had no desire to attempt bring- 
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ing the two parties to a reconciliation. MuLaraj Holkur 
perceiving this, marched from Jhoorjhooree to the town 
of Hnrb, (') and, again, wrote to his Highness, bufas it 
was the will of fate that min should fall on a hpst of peo-r 
pie, and the order of things be reversed, faction ceased 
not to rage, nor was the flame of discord extinguished : 
There were at that time with Snda Sheeo Rao Bnkhshee 
near one hundred thousand horse and foot of Sindheea’s, 
including the brigades of Shekh Knlub Ulee and of 
Capt. Dawes (°) belonging to M. Perron ; the Poonah 
troops also had been called out, and were under Bajee 
Rao Peshwa. On the other side, there were about seven- 
ty thousand horse and foot in the two brigades of Futeh 
Singh Maheea, the Alee Gholes and others, with - the 
special horse and Pindaras attached to Juswunt Rao and 
the Aineer. . ‘ 

Both armies prepared for action, and their line was 
formed, and the spirit of mischief and mutual injury was 


Grant Duff calls tlie place Harupseer. 

(‘) Sir Barry Close, in liis letters of tbe 24th and 25lh October 1802, 
rays— that Juswunt Rao made a march of nine kos on the 23d, and 
encamped at Loni, four kos only from Snda Sheeo’s lines. On the 
24th, Bajee Rao sent a deputation to him, with proposals for accom- 
modation, which it was expected Holknr ■would accept, bnt he rejected 
them, and attacked Snda Sheeo’s position next morning at nine a. m. 
Bajee Rao moved ont on the morning of the 25th, with the Znree Pntka 
and all bis troops, to join Snda Sheeo, sending his minister, Rngoonath 
Rao, to conclude a preliminary engagement for subsidizing a British 
force actually during the battle. This had been for sometime nnder 
negociation, bnt the cession of territory for payment of the force was a 
point upon which Bajee Rao could not, until this moment, he brought 
to make up his mind. His alarm at tbe consequences to his own inde- 
pendence waa -equal, whether the victory should be with Holkur or 
Sindbeea, 

(®) The name in the oriainal is Watts, but Col. Skinner is tlie autho- 
rity for this change, and all accounts concur in the fact that Captain 
Dawes commanded the brigade in question, and was killed in the action. 
Tinder Iiim waran officer of the name of Catts, who was also killed in 
the same battle* Major Watts was an officer in Plolkor’s service, who 
had been got rid of before. Ameer Khan may well have misrecollected 
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stirred up in all quarters ; security and peace fled to tlieir 
hiding places and were no where found, and the rattle of 
the drums, in the tumult they raised in the firmament, rent 
the drum of heaven’s ear with their din, while the bursts 
of artillery, like the thunder of the storm, broke’ forth at 
intervals, making the Earth to tremble as at . the day of 
judgment. 


Uie name, amidst tlie confusion of so many similar monosyllables. In the 
Bengal newspapers of December, 1802, lliere is an account of this action, 
professing to be from an eye-witness. The battle was fought on the 
25tb October, IS02, and the forces engaged are thus estimated— 


. On the side of Sindbeea and the Peshwa, the writer seems to give the 
numbers with some authority, viz. — 


Four Battalions of Sutherland’s Brigade under Captain Dawes, . . 
Seven Battalions of Ambajee, (Shekh Kulub Ulee's Brigade) 
Four Battalions of the Pesinva, (said to be very inferior,) 

Cavalry of SindUeea, as mustered the day before the action, 

Peshwa’s Cavalry, 


3,000 

4.500 

2.500 
08,000 

0,000 


Total Horse and Foot, 84,000 

IPitb eighty pieces of Cannon. 

On the side of Holkur, there appear strange inaccuracies.— 

Four Battalions under Colonel Sntheriand, 5,000 

Five Ditto ditto Major Vick.nre, ...... .... 4,000 

Four Ditto ditto Major Armstrong, . 2,600 

Three Ditto ditto Native Commandants ' .... 2,300 

Shcermiist Khan’s Infantry, .... .... .... .... 1,500 

lUeerKlian’s Ditto, .... ...... .... 600 

Irregulars, mostly Rohillas, .... .... 6,000 

Cavalry by computation, .... »... 125,000 


1,44,000 

iVitb, it is said, at least two hundred capital Giws. This ehormons exagge- 
ralion is evidently that of a partizan of Bajee Bao or Sindheea, smarting 
under the shame of recent defeat. Amongst the commanders named as 
in the army of Holkur, not one was present, and two never were in 
Juswunt Rao’s service, viz. Colonel Sntheriand and Major Armstrong. 
Captain Harding, anEnglisbman, commanded all the Holkur infantry, and 
it was by them that the day was gained. He was killed by a cannon shot at 
the close of the action. Sir Barry Close reports the action very briefly, 
but adds— “ Of the four European officers who served with Sindheea's 
infantry,- three are taken wounded,— the fourth appears to be missing.’' 
He mentions the death of the Senior European Officer on Holkur’s side, 
but does not name him. The prisoners were all pat to death. Grant 
Duff names Major Vickars as p.resent in this action, but Ibis is scarcely 
consistent with the fact that Captain Harding was the oflScer killed, and 
with Close’s declaration, that the CommandaDt of all the infantry was 
killed. . 
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VERSES. 

Tbe moving masses on both sides, • 

Met like tbe vraves of migbty tides, 

Fierce was tbe conflict, liot tbe strife 
Tbe summonses to death were rife. 

Swift as tbe shot the cannon left, 

Heads were of cooler sense bereft — 

Nay! as tbe priming’s smoke rose whitening, 

The dark clouds quivered with quick lightning, 

And tbe thundering peel heaven’s ear had split — 

But the clouds like cotton deadened it. 

O’er head the smoke a canopy 
Spread like another under sky. 

Endurance slippery footing found. 

And firmness tottered to the ground ; 

Some cried in haste, in flight, or fear. 

Hold up ! spur on! the battle’s here ! 

Ah me ! God help us ! groan’d the wounded. 

And all in wild uproar confounded. 

Drove sense and reason from the brain. 

So fathers knew not sons again. 

To return, when the Sirdars of Muharaj Holkur’s army 
were at the council on the night before battle, they 
represented that, up to this time, all the victories that had 
been gained, were in the name of the Ameer, but they 
were now desirous, that the credit of the great battle of 
the morrow should be with the Muharaj himself; for, if 
■victory followed, as they hoped, it would be the founda- 
tion of a great name. The Muharaj approved this, and 
laid out the plan of the battle as follows : — 

Futeh Singh Maneea’s two brigades and the Muharaj’s 
special brigade, supported by Nuwab Shuhamut Khan and 
Kagoo Pandit, with some Pindara and other horse, were 
posted on the right wing, rather in advance. In the center 
was the body of the Ameer s horse, while the Muharaj’s 
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liouseliold and personal troops' were posted on tlie 
extreme left. The Muharaj himself, with his body guard 
of picked men, and the Ameer with his EkaSu wars, (self- 
mounted troopers) took station in the rear upon elephants, 
to regulate the battle. 

On the other side, Bajee Rao Peshwa posted the 
brigades of Shekh Kulub Ulee and of Capt. Dawes 
belonging to M. Perron’s troops, in advance with the 
artillery of his army. On his right, he had the Poona 
Sirdars and his special troops, Mahrattas and others, 
natives of the Dukhun. To the left, were Sindbeea’s 
cavalry under Suda Sheeo Rao and other leaders. 

According to this order of battle the brigades of infan« 
try on both sides, which formed the strength of the two 
lines, and were in front, commenced the action with a 
cannonade and advanced against one another. The 
infantry of Doulut Rao, however, were old battalions, 
inured to war, whereas those of Holkur were compara- 
tively raw soldiers. ‘ Futeh Singh Maneea had, for this 
reason, arranged with Jus wunt Rao Holkur that, when the 
infantry lines approached near enough, he should open his 
artillery with grape, which would be distinguishable by 
the report and fay the greater quantity of smoke, and the 
cavalry should take that time to make a charge in sup- 
port of the brigades. • 

The Muharaj accordingly waited in expectation of fin's 
signal.. After a short cannonade, however, >vith round 
shot, before the enemy were nearly within grape-range, 
the artillerymen of Juswunt Rao, in the alarm and con- 
fusion;, of action not measuring the distance properly, 
began with their grape too soon. The Holkur Sirdars, 
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viz. Hnmatli, Najeeb Khan, Vajid Ulee Klian, Chimna 
Bbao, Bhowaaee Sunknr Bukhshee and others, immedi- 
ately they distinguished tbe grape-fire, came down from 
the left flank to charge the enemy; but the charge having 
been made too soon, from the fault of the gunners as stat- 
ed, failed, and they di'dnotreach the enemy’s ranks. On the 
contrary the horsemen that so advanced were exposed to' 
the grape of Sindheea’s brigades tq such a degree, and in 
such repeated discharges, as to threaten the loss of the 
day altogether. At this time too, the Mankurees (*) and 
other household troops of the Peshwa, came from behind 
Sindheea’s brigades and charged the Holkur cavalry, 
obtaining much advantage over them. The confusion was 
like that of the day of Judgment : no one knew where he 
was, or what he was about. But the slaughter was great 
of Holkur’s troops, and the flight had commenced : Many 
of the Ameer’s men too, who had been formed in line with 
the Muharaj’s, were drawn along with them, and began 
to seek safety in individual flight. 

At this time, the Ameer who was posted in the rear 
with his own particular corps, and saw the unfavorable 
turn the battle was taking for the Muharaj, not allowing 
the confusion to affect his cool courage, descended from 
his elephant, and mounting on horseback, gave orders 
to open upon the advancing enemy some heavy guns, 
(eighteen-pounders,) which were posted before his ele- 
phant, with a flag upon them. Futeh Singh Maneea had 
brought these guns from the fort of Baramutte.e, (') and 
they carried a shot for two or three kos. The Ameer 
caused them to open with chain-shot on the enemy’s horse, 
which were cutting up the Muharaj’s discomfited troops. 
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and .after several discharges, fheir advance was checked 
and, they turned, Muharaj Holkur who had been dis- 
tracted at the sight of the confusion and ill turn of the 
battle, took heart at this change, and the Ameer, Avith 
Jumsheed Khan and other tried soldiers, Avent to him and 
advised, that be, Juswunt Rao, should charge in person 
from the left, while the Ameer advanced in front. 

The Muharaj accordingly collected the troops about 
him, and charged from the left the horse of the enemy, who 
had advanced against his cavalry, and in this he Avas 
joined by about five thousand of the men who had been 
worsted, but were rallied and recovered their order, and 
displayed great courage, mixing hotly in the corabal of, 
sword and spear with the enemy. 

The Ameer meanwhile adA'ancing straight in front, fell 
in with a swampy low piece of ground between him and 
the enemy, Avhich e/Fectually prevented his charge. . The 
Ameer was exerting himself to get clear of this impedi- 
ment, in order to reach the enemy, when before he was 
quit of it, their artillery opened upon him and his party, 
giving several successive dischai'ges. The Ameer’s 
.horse was struck in the belly, the ear, and, tlie neck, all 
,'at once, and fell Avith him. As he was not quite alone, 
he was helped from the ground and remounted imme- 
diately, but, owing to the delay occasioned by this mis- 
adventure, the opportunity for his charge was lost, and, 
when made, it was so in confusion, and without effect, 
and no one well knew what bis neighbour was about. 

Jumsheed Khan and some other tried soldiers were 
thus separated from the Ameer, and effected a junction 
with JusAVunt Rao Holkur ; when, not seeing the Ameer, 
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tliey said, ” Some heavy calamity mast have fallen on 
the heads of the Ameer’s (^) enemies, that he is not here.” 
The Muharaj, however, answered, '' IVe know not yet 
what is to become of any of ourselves, that we should be 
asking’ about others — we must not spare our persons, 
but using every exertion, must now earn a name that 
shall appear on the page of history.” At these words 
the troopers with Juswunt Rao, who were in number 
about five thousand, were filled with new courage and 
made a fresh charge, and behaved heroically and nobly. 
The Muharaj himself joining in the battle, dealt about 
him like a mad lion with both sword and lance. In the 
twinkling of an eye a line (of infantr} ) (®) was broken' 
and overpowered, and the division of the enemy’s army 
opposed to the Muharaj, was put to flight. Juswunt Rao 
pursued for an arrow’s flight, when' two or three batta- 
lions of the enemy, posted near a wall with two guns, open- 
ed upon him, and the Muharaj, thinking that if he left 
them unbroken behind him, in order to pursue the flying 
troops, they might do infinite mischief to those who would 
be following in his steps — and, perhaps, turn the battle 
again, wheeled about to the attack of these battalions: 
and, although thej’ behaved bravely, and opened upon his 
party with ^ape, and beat off his first attack, the second, 
made from the left flank, succeeded. The Muharaj was 
himself the first person who carried his horse up to the 
mouth of the guns. The artillery-men seeing his bold- 
ness, fled, but one of them was killed by the Muharaj’s 
own hand with a lance : whereupon, a second, more (*) 


(*) Tills is a form of respectful expression in Hindoostao- Evils of any 
kind are said to fall on the enemies of the person addressed or spoken 
of Tfhen the person himself is meant. 

(=) One of the Peshwa’s battalions. 

Y 
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active, made arusli at liiia "witli a sword, wliich lie receiv-' 
ed ou his hand, but the wound fortunately was not severe, 
and Mooneer Khan,(') an Afghan, one of the Ameer’s 
men,, who had separated from his -party in consequence 
of the misadventure above described, and had joined the 
Muharaj, drew his sword, and riding at.the artillery-man, 
cut off his head at a stroke. The Muharaj was much 
pleased at this act ofAimely heroism, and continuing his 
exertions, like a lion in his rage, spread slaughter, sword 
in hand, amongst the broken- ranks of the enemy. , 

• The Ameer, meanwhile, being remounted, and having 
rallied the troops in his company, extricated himself by 
great exertions, and after much exposure, from the swamp. 
On the edge of it were about five hundred ofBajee 
Hao Peshwa’s Maukuree horse, who had been posted 
in support of the brigades of Dawes and Shekh Kulub. 
Ulee, and had joined in the successful charge above 
described. As the Ameer approached them, two Suwars 
of distinguished bravery, skilled in the use of their wea- 
pons, and covered with plate armour and with steel hel- 
mets, advanced from the ranks of the enemy to attack 
him. A singular combat now commenced. The Suwars 
at one time retiring within their own body, and at another 
coming out to the attack, and although the Ameer made 
a hundred lunges at them with his spear and struck 
home, yet he could not penetrate through their armour. 
At last, the Ameer called out to A.zim Khan Bukhshee, (*) 
who enjoyed an income of a lakh of rupees per mensem, 

“ Here am I showing off before you like a mounted^ 

fugleman, and you quietly looking on. Dont you know 
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tlial tlie pay you receive is for sucli occasions as this 
At this taunt the Bukhshee, who was a man of courage, 
took fire, and charging like a mad lion, cut off the head 
of one of the Suwars the first brash, hut the other 
continued skirmishing notwithstanding the death of his 
companion, and wounded Hoonnut Khan, (') an Afghan, 
one of nine men, who were all that stood by the Ameer 
at this time. The Suwar then turned on the Ameer, who 
observed, that as he wheeled his horse, a space of two 
or three fillers breadth, was exposed under his armour at 
the waist. He accordingly determined to contrive some 
how to strike him there with his spear, for the battle 
seemed to him to turn on the success or fall of this Suwar. 
The Ameer accordingly called out to the Bukhshee to 
make a feint to draw him round, so that his back should 
be exposed to himself. The Bukhshee did accordingly, 
and began skirmishing and careering towards the Suwar, 
wha no sooner put his horse about, and lent his body over 
to the motion, than the Ameer drove his spear at the 
exposed part, and it pierced his liver and killed him on 
tlie spot: whereupon the rest of the enemy’s horse took 
flight, and the Ameer, with his party, reduced now to 
eight troopers, followed in pursuit, and with sword and 
spear, urged their flight. 

"VERSES. 

The Ameer of the age Las rode into the field 
Like a lion or elephant untaught to yield ; 

‘ In one hand a dagger of temper well steeled, 

In the other a lance like a huge club to wield— 

Bravel}’ he charges to left and to right. 

The ranks of the enemy turning to flight. 
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. Home cliarging,.no child's play, Svith rein well in hand, ' 
• He has broken the line of the foe’s trusty hand ; 

And urges them fiercely with unsparing blade, 

No lion in sheep-fold such havoc e’er made. ‘ ‘ 

■ .His sword when it lights on the head of the foe. 

Cleaves 'clean to the waist, at one terrible blow ; 

When his spear at the back of a foeman is driven 
Thro’.and through by the breast, the souls outlet is riven;. 
DChc lance never misses in his skilful hand. 

Though, it come from far (*) Egypt misnamed Misserland. 
Here too fought the Holkur, whose blows fell like hail, 

He flew like a falcon at quarries of quail. 

And so strewed the ranks of tb&foe’s best brigade, 

^ That their bodies in heaps were like hillocks outlaid. 
Panic went on before him, wherever he fell. 

One trod on another — all hurried pell-mell ; 

And the dust that was raised by the runaway crew. 

Helped to darken their fate, and to blind their eyes, too, 

• They fled, none knew whither, as chance led the way — 

' Sense, coolness; discretion, were all thrown away. 

Thus defeat fell on Bajee Kao Peshwa's huge host, . . 

. , Great the joy of the Victors, and greater, their boast, 

Give glory to Holkur, on Meet Khan be praise— 

But haste ! stay the pillage! see Poona in blaze! 

To return — the boldness of the jpesliwa’s Mahkuree(-) 
iiorse gave way before the Ameer, and they were put to a 
shameful flight. Wliefeupon tlie brigades of Capt. Dawes 
and Shekh'Kulub Ulee, belonging to Poidut Rao, who 
had all this while been engaged with artillery and mus- 
quetry. against the HojOkur brigades, both suffering and 

^ — 

(») In the original " Tartary,” which is written like the word for a miss 
or error.- The conceit is bad enough in the original, and certainly 
gains nothing by translation. 
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inflicting nearly equal loss, also broke and fled ; and the 
brave and bold men of the Muharaj’s and Ameer’s troops, 
who, after the unfavorable commencement of the action 
had crept into corners out of danger’s way, waiting the 
course affairs might take, came forth and attacked 
Dawes, who was slain, and his head cut off, and the 
standard of victory being displayed, all hurried tovvards 
Poona. Tlie Ameer having succeeded at length'in his 
part of the field; made his way to where Mubaraj Holkur 
was standing, near the spot where he had overthrown the 
battalions of the Peshwa. Great were the congratula- 
tions interchanged. In consequence of his wound, Jus- 
wunt Pao dismounting from Ins horse ascended an ele- 
phant. Bajee Pao was at this time at a place of Hindoo 
worship, at the foot of a hill, called Parbutee, (’) withabout 
twenty-five thousand horse. The Muharaj seeing him, 
said to the Ameer, “ God forbid that the Peshwa should 
with those fresh troops fall on our straggling parties, who 
are all running to the pillage of Poona. Our victory will, 
in that case, be turned into a defeat. Better bring up 
and open on this body the artillery of the brigades.” 
The Ameer approved of this idea, and getting up some 
guns for the purpose, from the brigades, sent a few shot 
amongst this body. God being with his cause, the 
Peshwa, without renewing the battle, retreated and de- 
scended into the Konkan, by a ghaut, about five coss 
on the further side of Poona, and there encamped. The 
Muharaj looked upon this as an interference of Provi- 
dence in his favor, and made an entry, in triumph, along 
with . the Ameer, into Poona, where both exerted them- 
selves to stop the pillage. Already several houses had 
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heexL broken into, but. further mischief was prevented,* 
and guards were posted in every street for protection of 
the inhabitants. On the .same day also, for the battle 
having commenced in the morning, lasted three or four 
hours only, Muharaj Holkur having learned that thePeshwa 
Bajee RaO was but five kos off, sent Pundits three'- or 
four several times to make atonement and bring him back 
to Poona, Through these agents, the Muharaj begged 
permission to wait upon His Highness, and tendered his 
duty and obedience. 

* ‘ 

Bajee Rao was deaf to all his entreaties, for the 
word treachery was on the page of his dealings with 
the Holkur family, (') and his eye fell upon it, and he 
feared- to trust himself in the power of Juswunt Rao. 
He wrote, however, to the Ameer, that if he would give 
Lis word and be his security against evil, he would, on 
the faith of such a pledge from a stranger in the land and 
a brave man, return to Poona. The Ameer after read- 
ing the letter took it to Juswunt Rao, He found him 
applying cautery to the wound in his Laud, and sitting 
down by him, he read out the letter. The Muharaj 
thinking this a great point, ordered the Ameer to offer, 
his pledge freely in reply, saying — “ By God's will, if 
we bring the Peshwa into our power, Rundelkhuad, with 
its revenue of a crore of rupees, shall be assigned as a 
separate territory for you.” The Ameer said— “ If 
through my mediation the'Pesliwa is brought back to 
Poona, I should wish still to share your fortunes, (') and 

. P) Alliiding to Bajee Rao's having been privy to tlie attack on MnlJiar 
■Rao’s canip when that young Chief was .slain, but more pointedly to the 
public execution of Etajeeor Eethnl Rao, Juswunt Rao’s full brother, who 
was fastened to the foot of- an elephant, and trodden to pieces.— rtae 

^ (*) The Ameer’s meaning in this.was, that he hoped nothing would be 
done to interruptHhe existing friendship. .. 
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to remain your companion in arms.” Juswnnt Rao said 
upon this, “ Stratagem and treachery are necessary for 
the attainment of povrer.” The Ameer liked not these 
■words. He accordingly -wrote on the back of Bajee 
Rao’s letter as a reply to it — “ In a matter of private 
quan-el of this kind, it is not fitting for people like myself, 
not on a par -with the principals, to interfere.” This 
reply he sent to Bajee Rao, -who, thereupon, determined 
to break up from his camp, and retire to the fort of 
Marh (') in the Konkan,’ near the sea shore, preparatory 
to -which, he discharged all his troops, except nine thou- 
sand Mankuree horse and eighteen thousand foot, armed 
■with Dukhunee matchlocks. With this reduced force 
he proceeded to Marh, -which is oh a hill near the sea, 
very'steep and strong. Four thousand of the foot -were 
detached to guard the passes through the hills between 
it and Poona, which are very difficult, the roads being ex- 
tremely steep and rugged; the remainder formed the. 
garrison for the defence of the fortress. 

Muharaj Holkur satisfied with the issue to which mat- 
ters had thus come, sent the Ameer to invite to Poona 
UmritRao, (") the eldest son (but by adoption,) of Bajee 
Rao’s father, Rughoonath Rao; who was then at the fort 
of Jooneer, (^) about four stages distant. It had before 
been agreed between him and the Muharaj, that on the 
condition of his obtaining the Poona-Gudee, country 
yielding a revenue of a crore of rupees, with two crores in 
money, should be assigned to Juswunt Rao.' The Ameer 
undertook this service partly out of regard for Juswunt 
Rao, and partly because he knew that unless he 
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•went to Jooneer* and gave secure pledges for safety, 
Umrit.Rao would never come to Poona. He accordingly 
went, to Jooneer, and Laving satisfied the. mind of this 
Prince, brought him to Poona, where he was seated on the 
Peshwa’s.Musnud. ' ‘ " 

Colonel Close, Furingee; who was the British Resident 
at Poona with Bajee Rao, being much displeased at the 
placing of Um'rit Rao on the Mushud, which was sorely 
against the views and mshes of the English, asked now 
for leave to retire. Juswnnt Rao, .at the suggestion of 
Umrit Rao, was for allowing Close to depart, but solicited 
the Ameer’s advice. The Ameer said, “ If Close leaves 
this, being an old friend of Bajee Rao, and having - 
influence over him, depend upon it the British armies • 
will take up his cause and march'hither to his aid, when 
you;. will have a difficult game to play.” Umrit Rao, 
however, overruled this, and Close was promised leave 
to retire. Umrit. Rao having prepared his Khilat of 
leave, was about to send it, when the Ameerhearingof it, 
went to him, and said — “If my advice be not taken, 

I cannot help it; but. assuredly I will hot allow Close 
to move after the leave shall be given.” Umrit Rao was 
convinced by this firmness, and delayed the leave for a 
time. 

Umrit iiao was now called upon to pay the two crores 
•in cash as had been agreed, upon. One crore was to be 
raised at Poona, the remainder be promised on Bajee 
Rao’s being driven out of Marh, or brought to submit 
in. person, on the plea that his own authority was not 
completely established,’ while Bajee Rao was in power 
and making head against him. .The Muharaj being in 
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some perplexity at this, said to the Ameer— “ If, you 
■will remain here, I -will go after' Bajee Rao.” His 
object in this,- was to lead the Ameer to propose to.' un- 
dertake the attack of’Bajee Rao. The Ameer seeing 
what' was 'meant, said at once, he had no objection to 
take- the management of that affair; but as the army 
was then in mutiny, the troops would not proceed on 
the service without some preliminary adjustment of the 
arrears of their pay. “ Then,” said the Muharaj — “ I 
must go myself.” The Ameer now reflected, that if he 
did not undertake the service*; the Muharaj would think 
ill of him, and conclude tliat he refused, because un- 
able to manage an affair of the kind, i Accordingly, he 
collected the people of his separate army, and took 
formal leave of the Muharaj; hut his men began to 
suspect, that he had secretly obtained large sums of 
money from Holkur, which he withheld from them. A 
great tumult arose in consequence, and the troops mutinied 
and refused to march. At last, the Ameer prevailed on 
one thousand horse and four hundred infantry, and march- 
ed with these five kos from Poona, to the place at the 
foot of the ghat, where Bajee Rao had encamped the first 
night after his defeat. Next day, he again marched by 
a .rugged pathway, and the imagination of man cannot 
, conceive the difliculties he had to encounter from the 
thick tangled bushes, and from the narrow broken defiles, 
and bad footing. Thus travelling, the Ameer came sud- 
denly mider a hill fort, held by a garrison of Bajee Rao’s, 
which commanded the road. He accordingly sent people 
to look out for another route. They brought him an old 
man, who at first denied all knowledge of any other road. 
The Ameer said, “You old fool, how, little you know 
the purpose of my coming. I am seeking Bajee Rao to 
join him, and to carry him back to Poona. If you will 
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shew me a good road, I willgive you one hundred rupees.'” 
The old man partly from the love of lucre, and partly 
from the desire of seeing Bajee Rao restored, agreed at 
last, and told the Ameer, that near the hill where he was, 
at about two miles distance, there was a path tlmt could 
he ascended for about a mile, when it became so steep 
as to require the assistance of hands and feet, and climb- 
ing by the branches of trees; but if the Ameer would 
dismount and ascend on foot the, surrounding hills by 
that path, he might by an exertion of courage and acti- 
vity, obtain the object of his wishes. The Ameer rely- 
ing on the aid of the same Providence which had here- 
tofore befriended him, dismounted four hundred match- 
fock'nien, and sent them by the pathway indicated, urg- 
ing them to ascend boldly, but cautiously, and to conceal 
themselves till the morning, when he agreed that the 
party remaining with him should advance and fire, and he 
ordered that those who ascended should divide themselves, 
into four parties, and, putting two charges into each 
matchlock, should fire separately in platoons from some 
distance from one another, so as to distract the garrison, 
and lead them to imagine that they were surrounded by a 
large force. ' The scheme, when • explained, met with 
general assent and approbation, and forthwith, it being 
then about four o’clock in the afternoon, the party clam- 
bered to the tojDS of the suiTounding hills, and passed the 
night. there,- as they could, in ambuscade. When the 
morning dawned,- the Ameer struck his kettle-drums and 
advanced against -the fort, firing as for attack, whereupon 
the parties' from tlie hills above and around opened likewise 
on the sentinels and garrison, who, expecting nothing of 
the kind, were panick-strioken and took to flight. The 
Ameer was elate with this success, and so got out of the 
horrible defile and encamped on open ground. Next day 
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lie advanced, and the Pesbiva, taking alarm at what had 
happened, left the fort of Marh with a select body, and 
•went to Serung-droog, (’) w'hich is on an island in the 
Ocean, very strongly fortified. About eighteen thousand 
•infantry receiving their discharge, dispersed by different 
mountain roads ; but the horse, who could not so escape, 
remained in Marh. When the Ameer, continuing his 
advance, passed the defiles surrounding it, and approached 
.Marh, Shumsheer Buhadur, (•) son of Ulee Buhadur, 
who was with these horse, wrote to him to say, that, as the 
Ameer was acquainted with his father, he hoped he would 
allow to himself and the rest a free passage. . The Ameer, 
who had but very few troops with him, was well pleased 
with this overture, and wrote in reply, that out of regard 
to his father, Ulee Buhadur, he should be happy to grant 
this favor, and Shumsheer Buhadur might take all his 
friends with him. Shumsheer being thus assured, came 
, out of the fort with the rest of the horse shut up there, 
and this strong place was thus surrendered to the Ameer 
without a shot being fired. The result was, that, after 
spending near fifteen days in triumph and rejoicings, he 
wrote to Bajee Bao Peshwa to say, that if it was his 
pleasure, he (the Ameer) was then prepared to mediate 
a reconciliation with^Muharaj Holkur, and to attend His 
Highness back to Poona for the purpose. The, Peshwa 
tore the letter and sent back a verbal answer, that he 
was himself about to quit the field : but his country, if 
no longer to be his own, should not be governed by any 
other Mahratta. Dismissing his attendants, he imme- 

(^) Called by Europeans Sevan-Dioog. The real Sanscrit name is 
Sree Ravana-Dr»og. 
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diately took boat and went by sea, toBusye(>) (Bassein,) 
near Bombay, where was .General Wellesley, the Fu- 
ringee, and also Close, the Furingee, who had been dis- 
missed from Poona, and had come to Busye, after the 
departure of the Ameer. Bajee Rao came at once to an 
understanding with Close, in consequence of the terms 
on which they had before lived, and a negociation was 
entered upon, which ended in a treaty, by which the 
Peshwa renewed his father Bugonath Rao’s engage- 
ment to make over six anas of his entire dominions 
to the English, on tlie condition of their assisting to 
replace him on the Mnsnud. The Ameer hearing of 
this treaty, wrote to the dependants and Sirdars of the 
Peshwa, who -were in garrison at Sernng-droog, which 
was an island in the Ocean, that Bajee Rao had lost bis 
senses, and no longer knew his interests, or those of the 
Poona State; that they had better^ therefore, return with 
him (the Ameer,) to Poona, and resume their places in^ 
the Durbar there, which no one would prevent. As they 
were all in alarm, they derived confidence from this 
■assurance, and returned with the Ameer to Poona. The 
Ameer staid about a month in Poona, where Mohuminud 
Shah Khan, who commanded a battalion, and had done 
good service along with him oh this, as on former occa- 
sions, was rewarded with an elephant, a palkee, and the 
title of Colonel; also, with one lakh of rupees for ex- 
pences. He was promoted, moreover, to the command of 
a brigade, which he was ordered to form, and the cap- 
tured guns were placed at his disposal. As Muharaj 
Holkur had to receive two crores of rupees from Unirit 
Rao, according to agreement, and wished to have the 
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dealing -with him to himself, he sent off the Ameer on the 
pretence of the affair of Merich(*) requiring his pre- 
sence, and staid himself some time longer at Poona to 
extort the stipulated sum from Umrit B.ao Pesh\ra. In 
this interval, Bajee Rao Peshwa having brought General 
/Wellesley, -with twenty-two battalions, (*) to his aid, 
came back from Bnsye towards Poona. Mtiharaj Donlut 
Rao Sindheea and Rughoojee Ghoosla were also hasten- 
ing down -with large armies from Malwa to the same 
place. Muharaj Holkur thus seeing his enemies in 
strength on all sides, thought it no longer advisable for 
him to wait at Poona, so, taking all he could get from 
TJmrit Rao, he went towards Aurnngabad. 

The events stated above, happened in the year of the 
Hejira 1218. (^) 


(*) This is an extraordinary exaggeration, for the force of Colonel 
Wellesley consisted only of six or seven battalions. The Author most 
include all the IMadras and Bombay troops brought into the field, daring 
the war, to make up this number. Colonel -Wellesley, moreover, was 
not at Bassein, but was on the Sonthem Mabrattah Frontier, in com- 
mand of a force collected there to support the negociation. 

(^) A. D. 1802-3.— 23d April to 11th April 1803. 
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CHAPTER V. 


A. D. 1803, March; — April. 

T/ie Ameer proceeds against Merich, while the Muharaj 
marches to Anrnngahad and levies contributions — 
The Ameer summoned thither proceeds to Aurunga- 
had~ The Muharaj marches to Chanddre — The 
Ameer’ s negociations with Moosheer-ool-Moolk — Joins 
the Miiharaj at Chandore. 

The Ameer broke g-rounrl.from Poona and took the 
road to Merich and Mungulheera. (') He bad with him 
A^uvrab ShubamatKban, Nagoojee PanthJ") Fateh Singh 
Mania, with his brigade, Iinaum Rukhsh and Kadir 
JJukhsh, Pindaras, Ghorpui'a Mnnkaree, (^) a Rusaladar 
of four thousand horse, Fateh Khan Nisaree, (‘^) Ahmed 
Khan, of Kripa Kanor, (^) and, lastly, Colonel Mohum- 
mud Shah Khan’s new brigade, making altogether a 
force of eighty thousand horse and foot. This army 
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marclied by Jhoorjhooree to Bara-Mutee, (^) which was 
plundered and afforded a rich booty ; thence it moved to 
Singhola,(-) the attempt to escalade which, produced a 
smart affair that lasted for six hours. The ladders then 
breaking, further operations were deferred till next day, 
when the place was carried. The Ameer thus came 
before Mungulheera, which being well fortified, resisted 
his attack for a whole da}% but the Kiladar was brought 
at last to yield, and paid a composition. The comman- 
dant of Merich being also alarmed, sent over thither to 
make terms for himself, and two detachments which had 
been sent under Sluhub-oollah Khan (^) and Ruheem 
Beg ('^) to collect tribute from Akil-kot, (/) relumed also 
successful to Mungulheera. 


"While the Ameer was pm'suing this career of con- 
quest C^) to the south, Wellesley, (^) the Fnringee, (Bri- 
gadier General Sir A. Wellesley, now Field Marshal 
the Duke of Wellington,) advanced from Bassein with 
aforce of twenty-two battalions in aid of the cause of Bajee 
Rao Peshwa ; and the Ameer learned that he had 
approached to within a short distance of the camp. He 
was further informed, that the armies of Hydurabad were 


y ■■■ V 

(°) A.'B. 1803-MarcIi. 

(7) General Sir A. Wellesley Iiad never more than eight thonsand 
Infantry and seventeen hnndred Cavalry nnder his personal command. 
Colonel Stevenson, however, who broneht up the Hyderabad Subsidiary 
force, and acted under him, had about the same number of British 
troops, and an^ army of fifteen thooeand of the Nizam’s troops accom- 
panied his division. The Ameer is further in error in stating, that 
General Wellesley advanced from Bassein, which is in the Konkan, not 
far from Bombay. He came from the south, his army having been assem- 
bled for the purpose, at a position on the northern frontier of the Mysore 
territory, as slated in a previous note.— Tide page ISl. 
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on the frontier of the possessions of that State, the hostile ’ 
forces, indeed, Avere so near^ that frequent skirmishings • 
and affairs of but-posts occurred; ' ■ . 

Tntellig-ence was broug-ht about the same time, that ' 
Doulut Ruo Sindheea, with his brigades •' and eighty 
thousand horse— and, likewise,' Rughoojee Ghoosla,- with 
one brigade and a large body of horse, were on their 
Aray from Malwa and Nagpoor to Boorhanpoor. Muharaj 
Hoikin' seeing that enemies were thus gathering' upon hiin 
on all sides, began to feel much anxiety about his future ’ 
plans, and wrote to the Ameer to rejoin him forthwith. 
His letters were urgent, and several times repeated, but 
the Ameer seeing the position of the English and Hydura- 
bad armies, reflected, that if he retired, they would advance 
and must recover Poona for Bajee Rao ; aiid after he was 
securely reseated on that Musnud, that there would he 
little chance for them, even in Hindoostan. He accord- - 
inglywrote to the Muharaj, to advise that he should he . 
left'to make head against these two armies, tliaf is the 
British and the Nizam’s, while Juswuut Rao should him- 
self prepare to oppose Doulut Rao Sindheea and the . 
Ghoosla. The Muharaj did not approve of this sugges- 
tion, but sent Tanteea Aleekur, (') to urge the Ameer’s 
rejoining Avithout delay. It was his particular injunction, 
that the Ameer should’ avoid an action, for he Avrote, that 
it was essential their entire forces should he collected 
to act according to occasion. Many adjurations were 
added to strengthen the requisition on the Ameer to use 
dispatch in rejoining. The Ameer, on receipt of these let- 
ters, and further, on learning the Muharaj’s views and wishes 
from Tanteea Aleckur, felt the necessity of yielding. 
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and began liis march towards Aurangabad. It happened 
that Futeh Singh Maneea, who was in command of the 
brigade formerly Hujur Beg’s ' (Chevalier Dudrenec’s,)- 
had been tampering with Bajee Rao, and when the 
word was given to march, he staid behind on pretence 
of his troops first taking their meal, but with the evident 
intention to go over along with his adherents to the camp of 
Bajee Rao, which was with that of the English army, 
then only five kos off. The Ameer fortunately heard 
of this intended treachery, and wrote to the officers of 
the brigade to sieze their Commandant, and as they were 
for the most part men of Hihdoostan of high principle 
and good family, they immediately did so, and brought- 
the brigade safe to the Ameer’s camp. He then continu- 
ed his march without interruption towards Aurangabad. 
When be had reached to within a few marches of the 
city, he started with a body of horse, lightly equipped, in 
advance of the rest of the army, and so reached the place, 
and had an audience immediately of Mnharaj Holkur. 
The Muharaj had negociated for a contribution of ten 
lakhs of rnpees from the city, and had recently realized 
the full sum, but had no intention of allowing the Ameer 
or, his army any participation in this receipt. On the 
Ameer’s sudden arrival, however, and after listening to 
his representation of the distress of the troops for want 
of money, he was brought to consent to give up four, 
lakhs, and one lakh was paid down. For the remaining 
three, the Muharaj assigned over a brother of the Soorat 
Nuwab, and one Moosafar Shah, (') the Superintendent of 
a Moosulman shrine, as hostages, and then marched off 
himself towards Chandor. The Ameer halted some days. 
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in order to get tlie money from these hostages: The 
Shah was a man of wealth, and money might easily have 

been extracted from him by the usdal severities ; but the 
Ameer scrupled to employ such means' against a man of 
sanctity, and released him with gifts, instead of defiling 
himself with the sin of extortion to procure his money. 

While this was occurring at Aurangabad, Colonel "Wel- 
lesley(') and the Nuwab Nizam Ulee Khan, ofHydnrabad, 
advanced with their respective armies to Poona, and 
there re-seated Bajee Eao on the Peshwa’s Musnud, after 
which they marched north-eastward to within one stage 
of Aurangabad. Here Moosheer-ool-MooIk, Nizam 
lilee’s Minister, wrote to Colonel Wellesley, that for the 
main body of Holkur’s army they were an undisciplined 
rabble, and he need not trouble himself about them, but 
the Afghans were very snperior soldiers, unused to yield, 
and unequalled in battle : he recommended, therefore, that 
an attempt should be made to gain over the Ameer, who 
was known to have the command of all the troops of this 
nation : that, if he could be bought by money' or territory, 
all other objects would easily be accomplished, and that 
the arrangement would be highly acceptable to the Nuwab 
Nizam Ulee Kban, for be contemplated an alliance with 
the Pnthan Chief, by' giving him one of his own daughters 


P) General Wellesley made a march of sixty miles in tliirty-tivo 
hours and reached Poona on the 20tli jipril, 1803. The object of this 
rapid’ movement was to prevent any riiidioilve sack or conflagration of 
the city by' the retiiing party. Bajee Rao remained in the Concan, 
(Kokun) until Ids capital was occupied by British troops, be then came 

tin the gbats, escorted by a brigade of the Bombay army, and resumed- 

liis seat on the fllustiiid of Poona on the 13th May, 1803.- Umrit Rao 
accepted a stipend for the life of himself, and bis son, Bunaeek Rao, of 
eivht lakhs of rnpees, and retired to live upon it at Benares. He sub- 
senuently (that is, in 1810-17,) procured a few villages in Bundelkliund 
as a Ja^eer for his personal residence, and built himself a haoosoine 
palace "at 'Xiroha, one of them, where his son now resides. He died at 
Benares on the 31st August, 1824. 
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in marriage, (’) in testimony of the high opinion he had of 
his courage and military talents. Colonel Wellesley 
yielded to this advice, and agreed to give a crore of rupees 
in cash, and country yielding a crore per annum, in order 
to win over the Ameer. Nuwab Moosheer-ool-Moolk was 
accordingly empowered to open a negociation on this foot- 
ing. In furtherance of the scheme, the Nuwab first deter- 
mined to sound the Ameer, and endeavoured to ascer- 
tain his views through Gholamee Khan, who was his 
fellow-countryman, and before known’ to him. The 
Ameer , thus got wind of what was proposed. It was 
convenient to him in many respects not to hurry his march 
from Anrungabad, more especially as the money had 
not been extracted from the Soorat Kuwab, left in his 
hands by Muharaj Holkur, as stated above. On the 
other hand, his instructions forbad his bringing on a 
general action, so that negociation seemed the only 
resource open to him for gaining time to effect his 
purpose. Accordingty, he pretended to give ear to 
the proposal of Moosheer-ool-Moolk, and formed a 
wolf’s friendship, the better to deceive him. Meerza 
Rnheem Beg, another countryman of the Hydurabad 
Minister, was dispatched to negociate on the Ameer’s 
part, and to propose, that neither army should move 
further in advance, on the ground that if the hostile forces 
approached nearer a general action would be inevitable. 
The Meerza was instructed to declare his readiness to 
discuss all matters at issue, if this preliminary were 
agreed to — ^whereas, if not assented to, it would be evi- 
dent that the Minister was not serious in his overtures. 


p) The reader vciU not need to be told, that this story of the offers 
made to Ameer Khan at this period, is pure romance and gasconade. 
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Having, dispatched his %ent to conduct this negocia- 
tidn, the .Ameer, determined to lose no time in demanding 
the money required from, the Soorat Nuwab, he was 
accordingly threatened, until his mother came down with 
some gold mdhurs and jewels, .worth something less than one 
and a half: lakhs of rupees. This snra she sent to, the 
Aiheer with, a promise to find the remainder in a few days,' 
and she begged, as she was a Syudanee, (descendant of the 
Prophet) that, the Ameer would diave some compassion 
upon herself and her son in their distress. The Jimeer, 
with characteristic generosity, sent back the jewels imme- 
diately, and taking up the gold mohurs, carried them and 
theNnwab also, to the Syudanee’s house, where, being ad- 
mitted, he made many compliments to the Nuwab’s mother, 
and in the end, told her, if she could pay the remainder 
of the demand so much the better, for he needed it, but 
if it distressed her, he relinquished it, and made her a 
present of the balance. The Ameer’s companions remon- 
strated against this liberality, saying, they knew the man 
to be wealthy and well able to pay, and that he ought, 
therefore, to be carried with. the army till all was realized; 
The Ameer, however, pursued his course without attend- 
ing to such suggestions, and 'released the Soorat Nuwab s 
brother without further demand. 

; In the mean time, the Ameer's agent, Ruheem Beg, 
bad reached the camp of the Nizam’s army, and excited 
in .Moosbeer-ool-Moblk strong hopes of effecting bis pur- 
pose of winning over tlie Ameer. The Minister accord- 
ingly ;sent a confidential person, along with a Krahee, 
(writer,) on.tlie_part of Colonel Wellesley, and through 
them offered Hoondees for sixty lakhs of rupees, and a 
present Jaeedad of eighteen lakhs within the Nizam’s own 
territory, besides the promised crore of revenue hereafter. 
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The Ameer took the Hoondees froin the Vakeels, and 
cunningly replied, that it was unbecoming of him to set- 
tle a matter of this kind in secrecy, nnknown to Muharaj 
Holkur, with whom he was engaged, but, God willing, the 
matter should immediately be made known to him ; indeed, 
he would himself proceed to wait on the Muharaj, in 
order to explain it properl)% when he doubted not he 
should be able to settle every thing to satisfaction. The 
Vakeels being taken aback by this declaration, said, “ Tru- 
ly, what you determine, must be right.” The Ameer then 
adding flattering words of all kinds, and sparing no effort 
to please them, began his march and went to Phool- 
thumba, (^) where leaving , bis army, he continued his 
journey, lightly equipped, to Chandor, and there told the 
Muharaj of all that, had passed between himself and 
Moosheer-ool-Moolk. The Muharaj said, “ These offers 
of the enemy are lies that have no sequel : they do but 
show you the garden, that your mouth may water for the 
fruit.” The Ameer then drew the Hoondees from his 
pocket, and showed them to the Muharaj, saying, “Here 
at least are some tokens of their being in earnest.” The 
Muharaj, on seeing the Hoondees, was astonished and 
hung down his head, and began scratching the ground 
with his nails. The Ameer observing the impression 
made on the Muharaj by this proof of his fidelity, added, 

. “ You may rest satisfied, although the sovereignty of 
the whole world were offered to me, as the condition of 
my separating from the cause to which I am pledged, 
still would I spurn tlie ofier;” and thereupon he tore the 
Hoondees before the Muharaj’s face, and so established 
unbounded confidence in his fidelity, in the mind of Jus- 
wunt Rao Holkur. 
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WAR OP THE MAHRATTAS WITH THE ENGLISH—, 
FIRST PART. 


CHAPTER I. 


A. D. 180-3 — ^April to December. 

Pence hetiveen Doiiliit RaoSmdheea andMuliaraj Holkur; 
with mutual engagements and pledges — The 3InJiaraj 
and the Ameer proceed to 'MuhesImr — Their stag 
there — Sindheea and the Ghoosla march to the 
Puhlmn — Their iaiiles ivith the English at Phool- 
Jmrree and Choujea — The defeat of loth, and their 
separate treaties with the English. 

-TV^HEN Doulut Rao Sindheea and Rughoojee Ghoosla 
had arrived -with large armies at Boorhanpoor, (') and 
■were informed of Bajee Rao Peshwa’s having "come to 
terms -with the English, they began to think ill of the 
aspect of the things, and sent a Pandit in their confidence, 
to Mubaraj Holkur, to ask his advice. This agent was 
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tbe bearer of a message, tbatas Bajee Bao bad now called 
in tbe English, and brought their army into tbe field, and 
Hindoostan could no longer be deemed tbe safe possession 
of their nation, all private quarrels should be buried in 
oblivion, and every true Mahratta, uniting in heart and 
band, and in word and- deed, ought to endeavour to drive 
tbe English out of tbe country; that they, who were the 
Chiefs of the nation, should agree, therefore, mutually, to 
assist one another at present, and to settle their private 
disputes and animosities as might be agreed upon 
afterwards. 

Muharaj Holkur consulted the Ameer in this exigency, 
saying, that it appeared to him, as his enemies were at 
the time too strong for him, his best policy was to come 
to terms with the two Mahratta Chiefs. The Ameer 
said, although there was no reason to doubt, that both 
Sindheea and the Ghoosla were then desirous of an ami- 
cable adjustment, still, as the enmity ^vith them was of 
old standing, the Muharaj should be on his guard against 
stratagem and treachery on their part, for under the guise 
of friendship they, might be seeking an opportunity to 
wreak their vengeance. The Ameer accordingly advis- 
ed, that four things should be asked of them. First — 
The release of Khundee Rao Holkur, (') who, with his 
mother, was a prisoner in Aseergurh. (-) Second — ^That 
all territory belonging to the Holkur family, that had 
been seized by them respectively, should be restored, and 
their thanas and garrisons be withdrawn — Jnswunt Rao 
similarly withdrawing his thanas from places he had seiz- 
ed from. them. Third — ^That as General Wellesley was 
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advancing from the south, ^vhile General Lake ^vas Avith 
an army collected at Kanhpoor.C) (Cawnpdor,) they two 
(that is, Sindheea and the Ghoosla,) should choose on 
which side thfey would fight the battle, leaving the other 
field entirely to him, (Juswunt Bao) under a mutual 

agreement to assist one another, if necessary. Fourth 

That all property taken when Juswunt Rao was seized 
and thrown into confinement at Is'agpoor, should he re- 
stored. 

Muharaj Holkur approved this advice, and proposed 
stipulations to the effect of the above four articles to. 
Doulut Rao Siudheea and Rughoojee Bhoosla, sendiug 
Khundee Rao Mana, (-) a man of wisdom and discretion, 
to negociate tJie terms. / The Ghoosla Raja and Sindheea 
consulted on tlie subject, and agreed to the conditions, 
and at once released Khundee Rao Holkur from Aseer- 
gurh, with his mother, and sent them to Juswunt Rao; 
making a promise also to restore the property plundered 
at Nagpoor, they sent orders immediately to witlidraw 
their_^thanas from the Holkur territory and possessions in 
Malwaand Kandes: On the remaining point, their resoiu- 
tion was to take on themselves the war of the Dukfaun, 
but not to give up that towards Hindoostan, which quarter 
was equally threatened. 

"When th'ese terms were satisfactorily adjusted, an 
engagement was concluded on the basis proposed, and 
Muharaj Holkur, with the Ameer, marching by the ghats 
into Kandes, and through that country, by Maleegaon (^) 
and Sindwab,('f} reached Mulieshur, where their progress 
was delayed some time by the rainy season.(^} 
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Doulut Rao Sindlieea and Rnglioojee Ghoosla, m’arcli- 
ing with their armies by Toodur and ISTuseerabad, (*) and 
the Ajuntah Ghat, (-) came to Phool-muree Chouka. (^) 
At that time there were collected two brigades complete, 
one Perron’s own, the first, and the other Michael’s, 
also four battalions of the Begum Sumroo, with the heavy 
artillery and train, and Sindheea’s household and special 
troops, making in all no less than one hundred and fifty 
thousand men, horse and foot, of Sindheea’s only. There 
were, moreover, present, one complete brigade, with 
artillery, and forty or fifty thousand horse of the Ghoosla’s. 
Sindheea divided this army, and selecting about eighty 
thousand of the best horse from both forces, sent them in 
advance, under Suda Sheeo Rao, towards the Dukhun, 
to a distance of about ten or twelve kos, the rest of the 
troops, with the brigades, he kept about him, and remain- 
ing stationary for a few days, sent to Muharaj Holkur, 
who, with the Ameer, was at Bluheshur, for further aid. 

General Wellesley, who was near Aurungabad at about 
twenty-five kos distance, hearing of this division of Sin- 
dheea’s arm}^ divided his own force likewise, and detaching 
twelve select battalions under General Dutpeen, (^) 
(Colonel Stevenson) with Bajee Rao Peshwa’s troops, 
against the advanced division of Sindheea’s army, he 


1 ^ ^ 

\ ^ (^) i3 Ij I 

(+) The Officer here referred to was Colonel Michael Filoze, father of 
John Baptiste Filoze, now commanding a brigade in Sindheea’s service. 
Colonel Polhman, a German, commanded Perron’s first brigade, which 
was the other body of infantry referred to. The battalions of Begum 
Sumroo were under the command of Mens, Salenre, a Swiss gentleman. 
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■niarclied in person with ten battalions and a Regiment 
of Dragoons, and with the Nizam’s troops in his com- 
pany, by a route of which no one had any knowledge, 
and came by surprise upon the joint forces under the 
personal command of' Sindheea and the Ghoosla, The 
bullocks of Sindheea’s artillery were away grazing, and 
the men quite unprepared, when be made his appearance 
at about nine or ten o’clock in the da}^, and attacked their 
line. (') Sindheea, however, turned out his brigades and 
artillery, and formed line as well as.- he could, and the 
action commenced with a cannonade: but Donlut Rao 
being but a young soldier, and the officers of his brigades 
being in their hearts well affected to the English, and 
somewhat slack, consequently, in their service of the 
guns, and anxious rather for defeat than victory, the 
enemy- prevailed, and the army of Sindheea was put to 
route. -■ 

Doulut Rao, in the impetuosity and pride of youth, 
headed a charge of horse himself, and attacked a division 
of the enemy, through which he cut his way, and, again 
turning, came back through their ranks to his own army : 


< '(') This battle was fonght on the 23d September, 1803, and by 
.Europeans is called the battle of Assye. General Wellesley had arrang- 
ed a combined movement with Colonel Stevenson, hy which the enemy 
was to he reached by botli divisions on the morning of the 24th. On 
coming to his ground, however, on the 23d, the General ascertained that 
the Maiiratta army was close by, and with a promptitude that gave pro- 
mise of future glory, be determined on attacking it immediately with his 
own division only.— Siridheea’s was never a stationary camp, as stated by 
the Ameer, bnt his previous movements were without plan, and showed 
little capacity for military command. In the action he behaved bravely, 
abd DeBoigne’s brigades and the artillery fought with great desperation. 
There was no'slackness on their part, as insinuated in the text. The loss 
to' the Victors of nearly one-third their number in killed and wounded, 
and all from the effect of the enemy's powerful artillery, is a' sufficient 

proof of the obstinacy of the contest. There were ten officers killed 
and six wounded in H. bl. 74th Regiment only-altogether there were 
twenty-two officers killed and thirty wounded. 
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Bat in this cliarge (’) many of his • ovra troops were left 
in the ranks of the English, and many took to flight, and 
there was an immense slaughter on both sides. 

Rughoojee Ghoosla, who from the post he occupied, 
remained with his special troops, looking on, and gave no 
assistance to the charge of Doulut Rao, retired, imme- 
diately he saw that it had failed of success, to the fort of 
Gawilgurh, (®) in Soohah Berar, which belonged to him. 
The real cause of this inaction was never thoroughly 
ascertained. The general impression was, that, either 
Rughoojee was at the time in understanding with the 
Furingees, or that his heart failed him, and his head 
wanted the brain of true courage. But, be this as it 
may, when the English brought up their artillery, and 
opened a fire upon the troops of Doulut Rao, he too,’ 
feeling it to be useless to offer longer resistance, retired to 
Thalner (^) in Kandes, and all his train, artillery, (‘’^) and 
his brigades, with their camp, fell into the power of the 
English. - 

The officer commanding for the Begum Sumroo, how- 
ever, brought ofiT her four battalions, formed into squares 
with part of Sindheea’s artillery, and got safely to 
Boorhanpoor. Muharaj Holkur had detached the Ameer 
with a select body of troops to join Sindheea, in compli- 
ance with his request for a reinforcement upon the ap- 
proach of the English army, but the Ameer had gone only 


(') Jadhoo Bao Bliasknr, a principal minister of Sindheea’s, was killed 
in this charge- y 

(+) Kinety-eight guns were captured at Assye. 
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the first march, when intelligence of the defeat reached 
him, and he returned to Holknr. General Wellesley, after, 
this victory, again dividing his army into two divisions, 
pursued both Sindheea and the Ghoosla. Riighoojee now, 
repenting the course he had taken, wrote to Sindheea 
that they had .eaten, the fruit of their jealousy and want of 
agreement in the. late action;,. with expressioiis. of con- 
trition for the past, he both promised and recommended 
a better union and concert for the future: Sindheea 
upon this left Thalner.and went to Gawilgurh, where 
the Ghoosla was. The English army, however, were 
again upon them, and dragging their guns by ropes 
through the passes, attacked the army of Rughoojee. 
Since in this world, the retribution of all bad deeds is 

certain, Sindheea in retaliation for the desertion he had 

* 

experienced from Rughoojee in the former battle, with- 
drew in the very heat of this second action, (’) and retired 
to Boorhanpoor. 

The brigades of the Ghoosla were, in consequence, 
completely and shamefully defeated, — Benee Singh, (-) 
and other principal leaders being slain. Rughoojee fled 
to Nagpoor, leaving all his guns in General Wellesley’s 
hands. The . General laying immediate seige to Gawih 
gurh, (^) carried the place in three hours, and so obtain- 


(•) The battle of Argam is here referred to, tlie brant of whicb was 
ceWainly borne by tbe troops of the Biioosla or Glioosla, under Viiikajee 
Mnnya Bapoo. They were attacked in their camp at Argam, not very 
far from GawUgarh, and drew out in line before it. Sindheea’s camp 
was at Sursoiilee; about five miles off: his troops, however, took part in 
the action and a charge of his cavalry under Gopal Rao Bhao was spoken 
of as very gallant. The battle was fought on the 29th November, 1803, 
and tiiirty-eight guns fell prize to the victors. Gawilgurh was invested 
oAtbe Stb December following, and taken by storm on tbe 16tli. 
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ed possession of tlie treasure left there by Ungboojee, 
and placed a garrison in the place. He then came to 
Aseergurh, (*) near Boorbanpoor, and captured it like- 
wise after a few days siege. Rugboojee Ghoosla being- 
quite terror stricken at these proceedings, sent at last bis 
seal (that is a carte lilanche,') to General Wellesley, 
consenting to receive from bis bands whatever territory 
be might be pleased to leave him. General Wellesley 
accordingly made out a treaty of cession for Berar and 
Cuttack, and restored the rest of bis conquests from the 
Ghoosla. 

Doulut Bao Sindbeea, likewise, seeing his inability to 
make a longer stand signed away Hindoostan to the 
Furingees, and making terms, retired to his own family 
possessions. The fort of Aseergurh was restored to him 
by General Wellesley, who thereupon returned to Poona. 

These events happened in the year of the Hejira 

1219. e) 


(^) Colonel Stevenson was sent against Boorlianpoor and Aseergnrh 
after the battle of Assaye, and had mastered both places on the 21st 
October. It is an error of the Ameer to place this event after the battle 
of Argam, which was followed almost immediately by a treaty with both 
Mahralta powers. 

(^) The Hejira year 1219, commenced on the 12lh April, 1804, and 
ended on the 31st IMarcb, 1805. The Hejira year 1218 is the true date, 
which commenced on the 23d April, 1803, 
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CHAPTER II. 

A. D. 1803-1804, 

December to July. 

Miilidraj Holkiir's departure for Shahpoora, and 
detachment of his infantry to Mundisor — He pro- 
ceeds in person to Ajmeer, and sends his family to 
Joudhpoor, ^ireparaiory to entering the field' against 
' General Lake — The Ameer’s departure for Bundel- 

hhund and defeat of the Goosaeens — He overpowers a 
' British Detachment, and plunders Kalpee. 

IVIuHA'HAj Holkur marching' from MubesLnr, arrived at 
Indor, and there deemed it expedient to divide the two 
bodies composing' his army, (that is, the Ameer’s troo'ps 
and his o-wn,) and to distribute them to support themselves 
upon' the country, in such a manner, as to allow of their 
being promptly re-assembled in case of necessity. He 
accordingly marched in person into Mewar and reached 
Shahpoora, and the Ameer went with his cavalry and the 
new brigade of Colonel Mohummud Shah Khan towards 
Bund'elkhund, by Shujaelpoor, Douraha, (») Ashta,(=)and 
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Bhursea, (') &c. and so on to Seronj, levying contributions 
as he inarched. Thence he "went to Koorwaee Bhourasa, (^) 
and sent Fyzoollah Khan Bungnsh (^) to realize a con- 
tribution upon Bhilsa, {^) -which had already been settled 
■with the people there. To the brigade of Mohummud 
Shah Khan it was assigned to make collections in the 
immediate neighbourhood of its encampment, -while the 
Ameer, passing by the ghat of Malthoun, (^) close by 
Dhamoonee, (®) a strong fort of some celebrity, encamp- 
.at Tehree, (7) belonging to the Oorchha (®) Baja. On 
hearing of his approach, Ahmuty, (f) the Furingee ad- 
ministrator of Biindelkhund, -who was at Banda, march- 
ed to meet the Ameer, having with him .James’s infantry, 
and some troops of the Jbansee and Dntteea (*°) Chiefs, 
and a body of Goosaeens. With this force he advanced 
to Elich. (”) The Ameer thinking the ground there- 
about unfavorable for an action, because hilly and broken, 





(®) KoorwaeeBhonrasa : at page 32, it was written Koorwaee Bliootrasa. 
In the maps, there is a place called Bowrassa, close to Koorwye. 

O <tJu^ e) (') 

(^) (^) 

(S’) Major Ahmuty and Colonel James Shepherd are the ofiicers here 
alluded to ; the latter commanded an irregular brigade in the service of 
Ambajee Iflglia, and came over with it upon the first advance made into 
Bundelkhnnd. Mr. Mercer was the first Political Agent, and he was 
soon afterwards succeeded by Captain, now Lieutenant Colonel John 
Raillie. ’ 


c") Cj n 

(") This place is in onr Maps written Erich. It is the place where 
I/ord Hastings was encamped for ten days or a fortnight, after his Army 
had been attacked by the Spasmodic Cholera. It affords a very strong 
position for an encampment. 
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and covered with thorny bushes, besides being full of 
ravines and nullas, and being desirous therefore of 
drawing the enemy from this position, returned again by 
theMalthounGhat,(') and sent his brigade and'’ heavy 
baggage to Koorwaee Bhourasa.’ Ahmuty thinking from' 
this, that the Ameer had retired from unwillingness to 
meet him in the field, sent James’s brigade, with twelve 
thousand Goosaeens in' the service of the Jhansee Chief, 
to stop the gliat, and follow the Ameer, while he marched 
back himself with great self-satisfaction to Banda. 'Color 
nel Shepherd, accordingly, came on about nine kos, and 
encamped to the left of Tehree, at a village, close by 
that place ; but, hearing that the Ameer was still at 
Malthoun, and not liking the exposed position in 
which he was encamped, he advised the Goosaeens 
to take the shelter of the town of Tehree'. The 
Goosaeens, however, being puffed up with the con- 
ceit of their own valour, said it was out of the question ' 
that the Ameer should think of attacking them. The 
.Colonel accordingly, who was a good officei', went himself 
into Tehree, leaving the Goosaeens where they were. 
The Ameer, hearing of this, determined on making a night 
attack upon tlie latter, and, marching towards evening, 
came to a distance of about four kos from the Goosaeens’ 
camp; when the horsemen, who were with the Ameer, both 


(') The Ameer lias vfliolly omined to mention liis action with Colonel 
James Shepherd in which he was beaten off, and which led to his retiirn 
toMalthonn. There is irnfortniiately no good English account of these 
operations in'Bnndelkhund, the interest ofwliich was quite lost amidst the 
greater events passing in Hindoostan and the Diikliun. The ad vance into 
this Province was for its occupation, Eajee Rab Peshwa liaving ass/gned 
his possessions in Unndelklmnd as the subsidy for the troops fiiraisliea 
to him under the Treaty of'Bassein. Himmiit Bnhadiir early submitted, 
but Shumsheer Bnhadoor opposed the British detachment forsome time 
inarms, and was at last bought off with an hereditary pension of lour 
lakhs of rupees, 
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in front and rear, seeing some lights, thought they were 
upon the camp ,6f the enemy, and taking a different 
direction lost their way. When the dawn broke, the 
Ameer was still two or three kos from the object of his 
attack, whereupon collecting his men and reproaching 
them with their negligence,' they all asked forgiveness, 
and begged to be led at once against the enemy. As it 
was then broad day-light, the Goosaeens had notice of the 
Ameer’s approach. They had also taken precautions 
against attack, having dug a large ditch, behind which 
they were drawn up. The Ameer, however, unable to 
bear their insolence, determined to attack them in their 
position, and several successive charges were made upon 
them by his men, but without effect, in consequence of 
the . ditch in question, which was an obstacle they could 
not overcome. T^ie Ameer was in great trouble at these 
failures, and calling on God to assist him, led an attack 
himself by a narrow path which afforded a passage into 
the ditch. There were with him only nine troopers, 
amongst -whom were Mohumud Saeed Khan Suwasee ('). 
and others. Escaping by a miracle from .the fire of 
rockets, matchlocks, &c. which were enough to put one 
in mind of the rain of fire bn the day of Judgment, the 
j)arty succeeded in reaching the other side of the ditch. 
Immediately on ascending, the Ameer gave his horse the 
rein, and with sword and spear laid about him so manfully 
that many of the enemy were quickly brought to the 
ground. In this perilous adventure, which called to the 
recollection of the beholders the battles of Roostum and 
Asfendiar, no less than six of the nine men with the 
"Ameer, lost their lives ; but, his star being propitious. 
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• lord lake takes the field. ■. 


the Goosaeens • were thrown into confusion, and knew 
not friend from foe,’ and ..took to a precipitous flight; 
About two thousand of them went away in a body, 
with' their Chief on an elephant, towards the village above 
noticed, which was at no great distance. The Ame^r, 
with his three followers, pursued them as far as the vil- 
lage, where coming to a difficult piece of road with a 
thorny hedge on both sides, the runaways looked behind 
them, and seeing only so small a party, turned upon their 
pursuers. The Ameer, knowing that the ground allowed 
no retreat, and thinking there would be no use in further 
tempting fortune, put his horse on his metal, and was 
over the thorn hedge like lightning ; he received, how- 
ever, a slight sword wound on the fingers before he made 
good his way to -his own troops, and secured the victory. (') 
After this actibhj the Ameer returned to Malthoim Ghat, 
and encamped there.. 

Muharaj Holkur had sent his infantry and artillery 
from Shahpoora to Mundisor, (") and with' bis cavalry 
went on to Ajmeer. General Lake (^) bearing of this 
state of things, advanced with a large army and 
battering train from Caivnpoor to Uleegurh, and 


(*) This affair between tlie Ameer anti the Jhaosee troops took place 
towards the end of February, or commencement of March, 1804, after 
the principal even ts of Lord Lake’s campaign. ^ 

, , C) 

(3)- General Lake took the field from Cavvnpoor (Kanbpoor,) on the 
Till Aiignst, 1803. • •, . ; ' 

(■V) Uleegurh, tlie fortifications of which had been fresh 'made hy 
M. Perron, was taken by storm, the gates being blown open hy guns 
draeeed up for tlie purpose, on the 4th September, 1803. Tins oold 
coiip-de-main performed in the face of M. Perron’s army, broke the 
courage and confidence of ids troops, and gave a colour to all the opera- 
tions of the war. There was no treachery or private understanding wiiii 
Mens. Perron’s officers in the capture of this fort. Those officers, wiio 
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-being in understanding with Perron, Sindheea’s 
.General, then Nazim of the Agra Soohah for Doulut 
ilao, established his garrison there. Thence making 
arrangements, he continued his advance to Dehlee, close 
by which City, at Putpur-Gunj, (•) he defeated Looee 
Saheb, (Colonel Louis Bourquin) who commanded two of 
Perron’s brigades, (the 2d and 3d). From Dehlee, 
marching towards the Mewat country. General Lake had 
another action with a fourth brigade of M. Perron’s, and 
being aided by the Rao Raja of Mncheree, (^) over- 
powered it also, after which, he placed a garrison in 
Agra, and by the route of Mulhra, marched to a position 
near Alwur, and encamped there. 

Muharaj Holkur hearing of all these events, sent off 
his family to Joudhpoor to remain .with Raja Man 
Singh, (3) with whom he had a secret understanding, and 
then went to Hurmara, (^) in the Kishengurh Raja’s 
territory, about five kos from the town. From hence he 
wrote to the Ameer, with many adjurations, that he had 


were British subjects, had come over under Lord Wellesley’s proclamation 
before the event took place. Monsieur Perron, with Messrs. Beckett 
and Flenry, joined Lord Lake soon after the fall of Uleegnrh, and the 
.former claimed the treasure taken.there as private property. The battle 
of Dehlee was fought on the lltU September, only a week after the 
capture of this fort. (*) 

(*) This is the battle of Laswaree ; but Ameer Khan is in error in 
placing it before the capture of Agra, against which place Lord Lake 
marched immediately after having mastered Dehlee. The fort was 
surrendered by Colonels Hessing and Sutherland after a skirmish outside 
the walls and short siege on the I 2 th October, 1803 ; but the garrison 
breaking into mutiny, held out nntil rbe 18th, by which time the breach- 
ing battery was made ready, and had opened on the walls. The battle 
of Laswaree was fought on the 1st November following, and seventy- 
one pieces of cannon were taken in it. 
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made up his miud to enter the field against General Lahe. 
which was a serious business, and it was therefore abso- 
lutely necessary that the Ameer should rejoin him as soon 
as "possible. The Ameer reflected, that he had under- 
taken operations 'in the direction of Bundelkhund; hut 
as yet had done nothing but defeat a few Goosaeens, 
irom whom no credit was to be gained ; that he had better 
therefore do something for his own reputation before he 
went elsewhere. Keeping this motive to himself, he placed 
his family in the fort of Koorwaee, and left Colonel 
Mohummud Shah Khan in Koorwaee Bhourasa. { * ) He then 
dispatched Gholamee Khan, (-) a man of great acuteness, 
who had raised himself by his abilities, from the situation 
of a Darogha of the Kitchen, to he agent for the settle- 
ment of the affairs of Surdars, to act as his Vakeel with 
Holfcur. After which the Ameer, with his horse un- 
; incumbered, set offP and plundered Mow (^) in Jhansee; 
thence continuing his predatory incursion he came to 
Elich, ("'•) where he learned from a dawk hurkaru, that at 
Arainta Mulaya, (^) belonging to Koohch, there were 
two battalions called volunteers, who were besieging the 
place, and the main body of the force (^) was encamped 
about a mile from the trenches. Another British battalion. 




Colonel Powell had been sent with a brigade into Bnndelklinnd 
towards the end of 1803, and it was by him that Major Shepherd was 
detached towards Jhansee and Tehree, to oppose the Ameer’s threatened 
incursion. Colonel Powell dying, was succeeded in the command by 
lientenant-CoIonel Fawcett, who sent a detachment of seven companies 
ai'ainst a small fort, about five miles from Koonch. ' The Kiladar while 
offering to surrender, and negociating the terms, sent to invite ‘lie Ameer, 
■who came upon the trenches unexpectedly, on the 22d May 1804, and 
cut off the party on duty there. Captain Smith retired with the rest ot 
the detachment, and rejoined Colonel Fawcett, having with 
of the'Sth Native Cavalry and a galloper, lylth which the Ameer « cava - 
ry were kept at a distance. 
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■witli a corps of regular cavalry, and Himmut Bahadur’s 
.Goosaeens, -were also stated to be in the neighbonrhood. 
The Ameer, on hearing thisj at about nine or ten in the 
evening, gave his horses an extra feed, and mounted for 
a night attack on the troops employed in this ’siege. 
When he arrived vdthin two or three kos of Hfulaya, he 
detached the Pindaras of his party to plunder the camp, 
and himself went against the party in the trenches. Just 
before dawn of the propitious day, he came upon the 
ground. As the Ameer was scrupulous in the perform- 
ance of the five prayers, and at such a time in particu- 
lar, there was reason for addressing the Deit}^ he dis- 
mounted to say the prescribed morning prayer, and> ad- 
ded a special supplication for victory from the God of 
Battles. He then divided his party into three bodies ; 
the right under the command of Mohummud Saeed 
Khan, (') Surroor IChan, (®) and^ Jumsheed Khan. (.^). 
Here also he posted Saleh Mohummud Khan with a 
Husala of his special troops — ^the left wing was composed 
of the Afreedee and Hukhunee horse, with some inde- 
pendent troopers. The Ekas, or self-mounted troopers, 
^vith the Afghans of Kripa Kanor('^) and the rest of 
.the independent troopers, ' he kept about his own, per- 
son, (^) and so prepared for attack of the British batta- 
lions., The men who were old soldiers and well disci- 
plined, formed square and beat oflF the Afreedees and 
Dukhunees of the Ameer’s left wing. The horsemen. 


(^) a ( ) 

The party surprised by the Ameer on this occasion, consisted of 
two companies of Sepoy infantry, and one company of European artil- 
lery, the whole' nnder command of Captain Gillespie, who was killed 
with several other Officers, 



20G OVERPOWBRS IT, CAPTURING FIVE GUNS. 

■iucleed, unable to support tbeir fire, ^rent behind the wall 
of Mnlaya for cover, and there brought up. The Ameer, 
who had been studying how best to make his attack’ 
turned now his standard elephant right towards the ene- 
my and boldly advanced. last at this time, the men of 
the -left wing who had gone behind the wall referred to 
for protection, found a way under guidance of the people 
of the fort between it and the bazar, or, town, and so mak- 
ing an attack in support of tlie Ameei-’s charge from a 
different direction, succeeded in slaying by the point of 
the spear, and by the. edge of the sword, a great many of 
the enemy:: they thus set up the standard of victory, and 
putting to discomfiture and route the troops with which 
they were engaged, gave an earnest'of the metal of their 
courage. In short, tlie Ameer gained in this instance a 
signal victory, and took(') five guns and forty tumbrils, 
and a great quantity of baggage. Lala KheeaJee Earn, 
Raee Hiramuf Raee’s nephew, who was with the Ameer 
in this battle, distinguished himself much, and his face was 
adorned by a rose-colored wound. Several other brave 
men were wounded on this occasion, and some were 
slain ; on the other side there were, nearly eighty Euro- 
peans killed— not to mention the Sipahees, who were not 
counted. 

While this was going on, the Ameer’s Pindaras, who 
were to have plundered the camp of the enemy, found the 
battalions for its defence so much on tbeir guard that 
they saw no opportunity,, but were beaten off, and 
the baggage was safely carried away to Koonch, then 
occupied L an English station, and only about five 


.(') Major Thorn soys, two 12-pounders, one 0-poandev, and two 
liowitzci's, wUli all tliG tumbrils of tlie park. 
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kos from the scene of action.’ The Pindaras, accord- 
ingly, returned to the Ameer, who immediately after the 
victory marched to Elich. 

' 

On the following morning, the English force at Koonch 
having turned out, the Ameer marched ten or twelve kos 
from Elich, and harassed it all day. Towards the after- 
noon, a hurkaru brought him information, that two 
battalions (') were then on march upon Koonch, and had 
encamped at Kalpee. (^) On learning this, it occurred 
to the Ameer, that if a war between the English and 
Holkur were on the point of breaking out, it would 
answer little purpose to hover about and harass the 
Koonch force; hut if, while amusing them, he could des- 
troy the detachment in question, that would be an object 
worth obtaining, and highly conducive to his own repu- 
tation. That very night, therefore, making a forced 
march, drawn ;up as usual on plundering expeditions, 
be set out with this design — 

The brave Ameer, the Age’s boast, 

For Kalpee started with his host; 

All night he rode, with high hope flush’d, 

■ ‘ And reach’d the foe as morning blush’d: 

Out of his saddle leaped the Chief 
And breath’d a pray’r sincere, tho’ brief, 

From th’ heart he pray’d, that God on high 
Would grant his servant victory. 

While the Ameer thus knelt to pray, 

Hard by in tents encamped there lay 
Of Sepoys, a detachment (3) strong, 

, Whose leader slept, alas, too long, 


(*) The detachment consisted of two companies only. 

cjJK (’) . 

_G) The original has the Do Pnitiin, " two battalions,” hitched into 
' this verse. ’ •'i 
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Heedless of fickle Fortune’s whim, 

And the slipp’ry trick in store for him 

The watch was slack, and none had warning 
Of danger and of death, ere morning. 

The Ameer now mounts his Charger, tried ; 

Bridle in hand his troopers ride; 

Onward they come, as in foray, ' . ; 

Ready for sword and lance’s play; 

Onward they come, so sudden and fierce. 

In a moment the unform’d ranks they pierce — 

True their spear-points deadly thrust, 

Rone they reached, but bit the dust ; 

Route and ruin in one short minute 
Fell on the camp and all within if; 

Captive and bound, with taunt and jeer, 

Theytve dragged the leader to th' Ameer, 

Who forth his sword has drawn, an d cries, 

" Speak, ere thy head from thy shoulders flies”— 
yiie Officer said, “ give quarter, and take 
All I have as my ransom-stake." 

Th’ Ameer then smiled and thus replied : 

“ Tliy offer of money I deride, 

“ Keep to thyself thy gold, and go ;” 

And forthwith he dismissed him so — ' . 

Then plann’d to ford the Jumna’s stream 
And sack Cawnpoor, a 'worthy scheme, 

Ere of his coming Lake should dream. 

'■ Long he sought for a ford, to pass, — 

God saved Cawnpoor, for none there was. 

Compelled this first scheme to forego, 

Against Kalpce he dealt the blow, — 

Poor came his men, but rich they went, ' 

For wealth was there to their heart’s content. 

The facts were briefly as follows The Ameer mak- 
ing a forced night march, and going a distance of sixty 
kos without a halt, came, towards the end of the night, 
upon the ground where the detachment was encamped, 
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and by a bold and sadden onset surprised and at once 
overpowered it. The British Commanding OlBcer was 
taken alive, and the Ameer, in a spirit of mercy and 
extreme generosity,C) gave him his life and liberty, and 
this, notwithstanding, that he was a brother of Gene- 
ral Elphinstone, a leader of high consideration, and 
offered large sums of money for his ransom. The Ameer 
despised his offer, and gave him his release uncondition- 
ally. He then planned an expedition to Cawnpoor, but 
for want of a ford over the .Tumna, was compelled to give 
up that design, and content himself with the plunder of 
Kalpee, where muchproperty of all kinds was found. Here, 
there arrived two Camel-mounted Hurkams, dispatched by 
Muharaj Holkur, from Hurmara, in Kishengnrh, with a 
most pressing summons of the Ameer to his aid, and an 
entreaty, that he would come - on the wings of haste. 
The Ameer, accordingly, marched forth svith to Ata, (“) 
which he plundered, and then went to Koonch. Here 
he, for eight hours, surrounded Cheen, (^) Furingee, 
(Capt. Jones) who was marching from. Koonch with a 


(‘) According to Major Thorn, Captain Jones, with two companies of 
Sepoys, repulsed Ameer Khan, and saved Kalpee from plunder — and 
this officer is silent as to the surprise of any detachment, except that in 
the trenches before Molaya. C’olonelJames Skinner on the other hand, 
and other living witnesses, confirm the Ameer's statement of the snr- 
prise and overpowering of a detachment, and of his release of the officer, 
whose name, however, they could not recollect — so likewise the snbse- 
qnent plnndering of Kalpee taicn. Major Thorn admits an attack upon 
Kalpee, and an attempted passage of the Jnmna, which can hardly 
ha\e been after a defeat, hence there is good reason for believing, that 
the Ameer’s account of his falling in with Jones after retiring fronx 
Kalpee, is the true statement. The Ameer’s force was entirely broken 
and dispersed in a subsequent afiair with Colonel Shepherd, which 
occurred near Koonch on the 24th June, 1804. 

M e) 

(3) This must be the detachment of Captain Jones, which is stated 
by Major Thorn to have beaten OS' Ameer Khan, and fared Kalpee. — 
See note above. 

2 D 
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KETUKNS TO KOORWAEE. 


force to. join Major ALmuty at Banda. Seeing, however, 
no advantage to be gained by this, the Ameer broke off, 
and in forced m'arclies went to Koorwaee by the route of 
. Elich, where,' as above stated, he had left his camp and 
baggage. In. the above expedition, when the Ameer 
went once in the course of his , return seventy kos, night 
and da}', (') within tlie twenty-four hours, without stop- 
ping, there arrived with him, out of three thousand horse, 
only thirty, at the place . of halt. 

On arriving at Koorwaee, the Ameer learned that 
Nuwab Shuhamut Khan, Holkur’s General, who was with 
thirty pieces of artillery, making collections about Pooree 
Shahabad; (•) one of Sindheea’s districts, had lost all his 
guns, the same having been taken -by Jean Baptiste 
Furingee, an officer in Sindheea’s service, who was then 
carrying them away in triumph. It made the Ameer’s 
blood boil to hear of this, and his first impulse was to 
attack Baptiste and annihilate him immediately ; but, as 
the horses of his party were completely knocked up, be 
gave them a rest of eight hours, and taking four or five 
hundred fresh horse from his camp, proceeded against 
Baptiste, At Sadhoura 0 he joined the camp of 
Mohummud -Shah Khan, whence .he took two thousand 
fresh horse, and continued his marchi Jean Baptiste, 
however, alarmed at his approach, took refuge id the 
> jungul of Sursee, (^) at the foot of the mountains, and in the 
ravines thereabout. The Ameer being unable to follow 
fhithefVith his cavalry, contented himself with plundering 


P) This will have been after liis defeat and dispersion by Colonel 
Shepherd, the encounter with whom is quite forgotten. 



PROCEEDINGS THERE. 


211 


Baptiste’s camp, andtbenretarnedto Sadlioura, -where his 
brigade had arrived. Thence he retraced his steps to 
Eoorwaee, -where he collected the stragglers of his expedi- 
tion to Kalpee, and all others over whom he had influence, 
and marched to Seronj. As the Znmeendars of Bhilsa had 
availed themselves of the Ameer’s absence on the plun- 
dering expedition above stated, to refuse pa3'ment of the 
contribution thej liad promised, and had enticed the horse 
under command of Fvzoollah Khan Bungush to go over 
to Baptiste, the Ameer was highly incensed, and march- 
ing immediately, invested Bhilsa. (’) 
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CHAPTER III. 


A: D, 1804. 

April to August. 

General Lake sends Colonel llonson and Lucan against 
Mulmraj Holkif) — HolJcur engages Lucan, who is 
hilled in action — Mojisoti is defeated and retreats 
before Holkur, loho pursues him toMuthra. 


It has been stated, that'Muharaj Holkur bad determined 
on taking the field . against General Lake, who, after the 
capture of Hehlee and Agra, had cantoned his army 
in AIwur. (') The General hearing that Juswunt/Bao 
had commenced his march northward, and had come 
as far as Hurmara in Kishengurh, detached Colonel Mon- 


(') General Lake lay in camp at Beeana, on the Jypoor frontier, v 
tlniiiig the whole of January, 1804, watching Jiiswunt Kao, who pre- 
tending that he had detected a correspondence between his European 
Officers and llie General,— pnt to death Captains Vickeis, Todd and 
Kyat). His correspondence and proceedings showing the determination 
to commence liostiUtics, General Lake, at length, sent forward the de- 
tachment under Colonel Monson, in April, 1804. Tonk Rampoora was 
taken by Colonel Don on the 15th May. 
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son and Lncan (^) mth a force of six battalions and 
four thousand Hindoostanee horse recently entertained, 
also, five hundred horse of tlie Nabob of Buhraech; (*) 
and four battalions and four thousand horse of Bapoo 
Sindheea, one of Donlut Rao’s officers, as an advanced 
division, to act against the Muharaj. This army came to 
Tvithin three or four kos of Hurmara, and encamped 
there, vrhile the General himself made a few marches in 
their support. Muharaj Holkur, in the absence of the 
Ameer and his troops, determined not to give battle, but 
retiring before the enemy, through the Boondee country, 
and levying by the way a contribution from Kota, passed 
by Kelwara, Chbitra, Gokul, and Mnnohur-Thana, (^) 
into Malwa. ,He then moved' to Mundisor ' to join his 

• infantry. 

General Lake marched into the Jyepoor country, as far 

• as Lal-Sonth and Lowaeen, ('^) for the purpose of engag- 
ing Jus wunt Rao. Hearing, however, of the slaughter 
committed by the Ajiieer in Bundelkhund, (^) and fear- 
ing an irruption from that quarter, where there Avas no 


p) The Lncan here. mentioned vras a Mahratta Officer, who came 
over- to Lord Lake nnder the Proclamation issned by Lord Wellesley, 
at the.commencement of the war. He led the storm of Uleegurh, and 
•was'presented by Lord Lake, in consequence, with a Captain's Commis- 
sion in His Majesty's 76th Regiment of Foot. He was, however, imme- 
diately after employed in raising a corps of irregular horse, which he 
commanded with mnch distinction, until his death, which took place on 
the occasion stated in this Chapter, thongh not precisely in the manner 
' related. 


aj ^ .f 




(") 


(S) This is a motive for the return to Cawnpoor that never entered 
into the General’s imagination. The Ameer’s expedition to Kalpee 
was never looked upon as more than a successful inroad of Banditti, to 
which no importance whatsoever was at any time attached. 
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one competent to oppose so active an enemj', lie returned 
himself to Cavvnpoor to make arrangements for its de- 
fence, carrying back with him a large force of tried 
battalions and a regiment of Dragoons, with other troops, 
and. leaving Brigadier Monson with the sis battalions, 
and Captain Lacan with his newly raised Hindoostauee 
horse, two thousand men, also Bapoo Sindheea’s army, 
the Buhraech Suwars and others, as above stated, added 
to which, were one thousand Jypoor horse, -^making 
altogether, a force of ten thousand cavalry and infantry, to 
follow up the war with Holkur. 

, > 

: Colonel Monson and Lucan accordingly advanced into 
the Kotali territory, whence they sent back-the .Typoor 
horse and Bapoo Sindheea’s infantry, and took instead 
some troops of Kotah. Still advancing, they passed the 
Dura-Muknhdra (’) Ghat and encamped at Gurot, (') 
one stage beyond, establishing posts at Bampoora Bhan- 
poora, Hinglajgurb, (^) and other places belonging to 
Holkur. 

Muharaj Holkur, who had retired before the English^ 
upon his brigades and main army, which was atMundisor, 
adv’anced now with all his troops to meet the invaders, 
sending his infantry a stage or two in adv’ance. When 
the brigades were about one march from Gurot, Colo- 
nel Monson, with Lucan and Colonel Pohlman, ('^) began 


J, ' o ' 

ifjjJ lijlgJ 

(3) Hinglajgnrli, called by Etiroppans Hiuglaisgnrii, was taken by 
escalade in the first week of July, 1804. 

(+) Colonel Polilman was not with Colonel Monson’s detacliment. 
' Colonel Gardner will, probably, be the officer referred to, or perhaps 
Colonel Don, as it would seem that an officer of infantry ii meant. 
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to feel alarm, and consulted witt Bapoo Sindheea and 
others as to the best course to be pursued. . The Bapoo 
■svas in secret understanding -with Juswunt Eao, and 
replied treacherously to the reference for advice to this 
effect — that, whereas the enemy had come up in great 
strength, he did iiot think it would be advisable to give 
battle with so inferior a force. He added, that he did 
not like to give advice, as from his being a Mahratta of 
the same race with the enemy, what he said might be 
suspected. The English OfBcers said, they had full con- 
fidence in him, and begged that he would speak out. 
Bapoo upon- this gave the following deceitful counsel — 
That all the infantry should he sent hack beyond the 
Mukundrapass, (*) and encamped there, while the cavalry 
should he kept on this, that is, the Malwa side, ready to 
retire likewise, if too strongly pressed. 

As the English oflicers were already panic-stricken, 
the}’^ did not see through the treachery of Bapoo Sin- 
dheea, but adopted his advice, — so much so, that Colonels 
Monson and Pohlman marched hack that ver}" day with 
their battalions, as well as those of Bapoo Sindheea, 
leaving Lucan, with all the horse, (") on the side of the pass. 


(*)-Major Thorn doEcribes the affair in vrliich Captain Lncan was 
tilled, thus. Colonel Monson having determined to retire within the 
Mnkondra pass, sent off his baggage and stores at fonrin the morning to 
Sonara. The troops remained on tlie ground expecting attack, bnt 
seeing no enemy, moved in the same direction at nine a. si., leading the 
irregular cavalry nnddr Lncan and Bapoojee Sindheea, with orders to 
follow in half an hour. They were surprised by Jnswnnt Rao while 
thus waiting. This occurred on the 8th Jnly, 1804. A night march from 
Sonara hronglit the Colonel within the pass on the morning of the 9tb, 
and on llie 12th July, lie reached Kotah. 

(*) Lucan was deserted by most of the irregular cavalry of the force 
attached to him. Bapoo Sindheea fled on Holkur’s first appearance, and 
carried the news of the attack to Col. Monson, afterwhich, he wentopenly 
over to the enemy. All that stood by Captain Lncan were cat to pieces. 
These were his own corps, the Boiah and Boondee horse, some men of 



^IG Lucan’s, cavalry surprised, : 

next the enemy. Muharaj Holkur no sooner heard 
of this movement than he effected a junction with his 
infantry, which, as above stated, had been marching in 
advance of the cavalry, and so came with his best troops,, 
inured to battle, to within three or four kos of Gurot. 
The Pindaras were sent to skirmish and annoy the Eng- 
lish in their camp, and they commenced an attack of the 
picquets and out-posts. Juswunt Rao hearing of their 
being engaged, went himself with a considerable body to 
their support. The picquet guard was overpowered and 
put to flight on his arrival, when yielding to his natural 
impetuosity, he followed it, and coming on the English 
cavalry by surprise, he, in the twinkling of an eye, put 
the whole into confusion, and defeated it before it had' 
time to form ! 


VERSE. 

The Muharaj at Lucan flew. 

As swoops a Falcon on its prey. 

His water-tempered blade he drew, 

And streams of gushing blood found way. 

The broken Lost took fright and flight. 
Death was among them freelj' dealt, 
Sepoys and soldiers, black and white. 

The sword's keen edge in plenty felt. 

A raging Lion, Juswunt Rao, 

Came upon Lucan, (') brave and bold, 

And striking at his neck one blow 
His head upon the green sward rpll'd. 


Khetree and of Bnliimgnrli, and Fyztnlub Khan, willi about five Inin- 
dred of the Bnbraecb burse. The rest of these last fled with their 
leader. 

This account of the death of Lncan, though more poetical, and 
reminding one of the battles of Rooslum and Asfendiar, is consistent 
with the fact. Xiicait was wounded and made prisoner, and died alter* 
wards of his wounds at Kotah. 
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The army saw their leader’s fate. 

And forthwith in contusion turn’d, — 

Such the reward of those, whose hate 
Like Lucan’s against Holkur hurn’d. 

In short, after Muliaraj Holkur had defeated and slain 
Lucan, and cut otf his head, inflicting slaughter on his 
host (Afzul Khan, the Kota General, being amongst the 
killed, and Fyztuluh Khan of Buhraech, wounded and 
taken prisoner,) a number of people, who for safety ran 
from the sea of strife to the hanks of the river for escape, 
found the boat of life unable to stem the whirlpools 
and dangers of the stream, and were drowned ; while 
others, standing firm on 'tlie hard ground of courageous 
fight, careless of life, had their honor saved by the water- 
temper of the Victor’s swords. Muharaj Holkur obtained 
immense booty, and many trophies of guns, standards, 
musquets, and rockets. With these, he freshly supplied 
his army, and pursued the enemy to the Mukundura pass. 

When Monson heard of the defeat and death of Lucan, 
coiling like a snake about itself in despair, he thought it 
no longer safe to remain where he was, but marched to 
Kotah, and asked Zalim Singh (') for protection, within 
the walls of that city. The Raj-Rana, though friendly to 
outward appearance, and with his regard for the English 
alwa3's on his tongue, avoided complying with this request; 
but desired Monson to encamp outside of the city, under 
its walls, promising assistance in case of necessity. 
Colonel Monson saw no help, but to adopt this plan. Zalim 
Singh, however, who was a cunning man, reflected that it 
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would be a great point for bim to get tbe war removed 
from his own territory. Accordingly, having held the 
Mukundura Ghat for one or two days, while Monsou 
made good his passage across the Chumbul, (*) and, while 
• Holkur also remained at the foot of the Ghat waiting for 
his artillery and brigades, he suddenly withdrew his 
troops, and allowed the Mahratta army free passage. 

The Colonel had marched to the Chumbul, and the 
Ghat was still guarded, when a singular circumstance 
occurred at tlie river; for, while the artillery of the 
English army was crossing, about forty or fifty Suwafs of 
the party with Gholamee Khan, the Ameer’s Vakeel, 
who was at Kotah in treaty for tbe contribution demanded 
by Ifolkur from the Raj-Kana, and to see to its realization, 
happened to be wandering to the banks of the Chumbul. 
The English, in the excess of their panic, not knowing 
friend' from foe, and finding the way very difficult, aban- 
iriend all the guns, 0 near thirty-five pieces, at the first 
sightof these troopers, thinking it impossible to carry them 
farther in the face of tbe enemy,, and deeming-themselyes 
fortunate in escaping with life. Gholamee Khan’s Suwars 
accordingly, carried off the , whole of the guns. 

Muharaj , Holkur passed the Mukundnra Ghat imme- 
diately, after Colonel Monson had crossed the Chumbul, 
,and took up the pursuit of the English, urging, their rear 


(») The fact is, that the gnns were abandoned from the impossibilily 
ofVetting them along the_ deep roads and ravines in .the height of the 
lainy season. They were spiked and' rendered unserviceable, and^ n 
this state , must have been found fay. Holkur s 
scoured the whole country round. The guns. were abandoned on tue 
first march from Kotah on tbe 15th July, 1804. 
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and flanks -witli liis best horse. Colonel Monson(’) 
carried his battalions in squares as far as Bugwuntgurh, 
and was on the point of crossing the Bunas there, when 
-Holkur’s army came upon him. Being compelled to fight 
in order to make good his passage of the river, the 
Colonel opened his remaining artillery upon Holkur’s 
troops. The Muharaj having no guns with him, sent 
Bukhshee Bhowanee Snnkur across the river by another 
ford, and he finding a Ghat of near approach, attacked 
-the troops, who were already passed, amounting to about 
half of Colonel Monson’s army : on learning which, the 
Colonel abandoning the guns with which he held the 
Muharaj in check, made the best of his way across the 
river, and after effecting the passage with extreme difli- 
culty and great loss, continued his flight. The Muharaj 
having secured these guns also, urged the pursuit with 
vigor, surrounding the Colonel’s army on all sides. But 
as the English battalions were all thoroughly disciplined, 
no sooner did Muharaj Holkur’s troops approach them. (*) 


(*) Colonel Monson retired first to Rampoora, and in this part of his 
march was not much molested by Holknr’s army. He was, howeverj 
detained five days, from the 17th to the 22d July, by a little stream, thei 
Chumbelee, which was swollen by the rains, so as to be nnfordableF 
The retreating array reached Rampoora on the 29th July, where it 
was met by a brigade sent by Lord Lake, with four light guns, two 
howitzers, and some snpplies. Doubting the sufficiency of the supplies. 
Colonel Monson determined on resuming bis retreat, and on leaving a 
garrison in Rampoora. On the morning of the 22d August he reached 
the Bunas, and found it impassable. Next day, Holknr’s army took up 
a position round him. By the 24tb, the river bad fallen so as to be pass- 
able with difficulty, some of the army was accordingly crossed over. 
Major Sinclair, with the 2d battalion 2d regiment, was left to cover the 
passage, and being attacked by the whole force of Holkur’s infantry and 
artillery, this battalion was cut to pieces. Colonel Monson arrived on 
the 25th August, at Khooshaignrh, having sacrificed most of his baggage 
in the passage of the river. Here was a brigade of Sindheea’s, which 
by treaty was to co-operate with the British army, but it had endea- 
voured to expel the British garrison, and was now at declared enmity. 
The army after this scarcely maintained its organization, bnt the Sepoys 
of each corps marching in bodies, made good their route to Agra, which 
the first parties reached on the 31st August. 
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than they formed square, and opened upon them Arift 
musquetry, and so continued their march. In this mao-' 
ner, broken and dispirited, and suffering' all manner of 
hardships, they arrived at Khodshalgurh, (') by Toradoon- 
gur. (*) There they halted in a slate approaching to 
absolute despair, and endeavored to refresh their broken 
spirits ; but the Muharaj ai'riving, surrounded the place, 
and for want of supplies, they were compelled to abandon, 
it, and continue their flight to Hindoun, (^) leaving their 
last gun a trophy to the enemy. The Muharaj, who still 
pressed on their rear, being provoked at their obstinacy 
and valor, made here a final attack ; but they still formed 
square, and opposed to him a fire of musquetry, — so much 
so, that one hundred or two hundred of Holkur’s men 
were killed, and many wounded, in the attacks made. 
Amongst others, slain on this occasion, • Avas Maghun 
Singh, (‘^) a Colonel in Holkur’s service, Hevertheless, 
the Muharaj, by bis extreme activity and indefatigable 
exertions in the pursuit, slew an immense number of the 
enemy, until at last relaxing his efforts against them, 
he retired to Muthra, while a poor remnant of the English 
army made., good its retreat to Agra, Here it Avas, that 
the Muharaj' having Avon over Gholamee Khan, the 
Ameer’s Vakeel, by conferring on him the title of Kuwab 
and other favors, sent him with a force of ten or twelve 
thousand horse into the Koel district, remaining himself 
at Muthra, in consequence of sickness. He was soon 
after joined by his infantry and artillery, who had been 
left behind under comjnand of Hurnath Chela, By the 
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Muharaj’s order, they advanced by AIwur on the Dehli 
road. 

The above events happened in the year of the Hejira 

1220 . (') (*) 


(*) The Hejira year 1220 commenced on the 1st April, 1805, and 
closed on the 20th March, 180G, In this instance also the AiUhor is a 
■year in advance, for all tlie events related occurred in the Hejira year 
1219, which commenced on the 12th April, 1804. 



BOOK THE FIFTH. 


CHAPTER IV. 


A. D. 1804. 

August to December. 

Lord Lake marches from Caionpoor against Mufiaraj 
Holkur — arrives at Muthra hy the Agra road — 
marches thence toioards Dehlee to attack Holkur's 
infantry — Pursues Holkur thither, voho suddenly 
moves against Futtehgurh, and is there defeated ly 
General Lake — returns to Deeg in the Bhurtpoor 
territory, lohither Hnrnath Chela had marched with 
the infantry from Dehlee, defeat of the latter 
^ hy General Frazer, retires within the walls of 
the place-:-^General Lake pursues Holkur to Deeg — 
'defeats him there, he retires to Bhurtpoor. 

h 

"When General Lake, heard of Muharaj Holkur’s 
arrival at Muthra, he put himself again in motion with all 
his veteran battalions and artillery, and came in a few days 
to Agra. Gholamee Khan, with his detachment, retired 
from the Koel ('} district in terror at his name,. and rejoined 
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tbe Mabaraj at Mutbra. General Lake collecting -wbat 
stores and supplies be could at Agra, marcbed witbout a 
halt to Mutbra — as he approached, Mubaraj Holkur, not 
deeming it prudent to abide attack there, came out of 
Mutbra about two or three kos. Holkur’s infantry were 
at this time besieging Dehlee, where General Ocbterlony 
bad shut himself up and was bard pressed, having but a 
very inconsiderable force. General Lake was induced, by 
tbe desire to relieve bimquickl}', to avoid (’) an encounter 
with Mubaraj Holkur, and marched for Dehlee against tbe 
brigades which bad laid siege to it. The Mubaraj see- 
ing tbe General’s purpose, wrote to order Humatb 
Chela to break up from before the place, and retire into 
Alwur, and be deputed Bhao Bbaskur, a most skilful 
negociator, and without equal in intrigue, to conclude a 
treaty with tbe Raja of Bhurtpoor, on terms of mutual 
assistance and protection. Having made these airange- 
ments, tbe Mubaraj followed tbe army of General Lake, 
and bung upon its march. All tbe way to Dehlee, be so 
surrounded and distressed tbe General and bis troops, 
that tbe English for vexation, gnawed the backs of their 
bands, and had the finger of consternation constantly 
between their teeth, and although tbe Mubaraj bad three 
horses killed under him by tbe fire of their artiller}', yet, 
by tbe blessing of God, . be escaped without hurt; Tbe 
General too was always planning night attacks, but 
gained nothing by them ; while every day on the march, 
Holkur’s troops, on both flanks, hung upon tbe line, 
and, watching their opportunity, sometimes opened like a 
falcon the wing of adventurous attack, and fell upon 


Q) The avoidance of action was entirely on the side of Holknr: there 
■nas nothing Lord Lake more desired, than to bring the'Mahratta army 
to battle, bnt Holknr had sent off his infantry and artillery to avoid 
being compelled to fight against bis will. 
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the Britisli column, tearing the livers of the quails and 
partridges of Europeans with the talons nf their swords : 
sometimes again like a lion with roaring rage, they 
charged the sheepfolds, and scattered the herds. 

General Lake every night sent out parties to beat up 
the quarters of the array which so hung upon him, but 
this experienced juggler in the legerdemain of war, and 
thorough master of the stratagems and secrets of the art, 
never passed the night iu one spot. Like quicksilver or 
like a ruby in fire, he was here and there, and every 
where, but still not to be found. During the day, the 
English' army forming square in close order, and with 
great caution made their march, but this Lion of bravery, 
by a sudden charge, would occasionally break through 
tlieir line and make a slaughter amongst the ranks. 
Sometimes, again, with the speed of an arrow from a 
strong bow, crossing from one flank to the other, be would 
fall on a column where he was least expected, and thus 
did infinite damage. All the while the English guns 
•poured grape like the rain of the day of judgment, till for 
terror the earth’' itself trembled. This glorious Chief, 
however, took no account of it whatever, but continued 
holding the army of the enemy, begirt like a jewel seal in 
its metal setting, while the reputation he gained gave a 
splendour to bis achieVeirients. This pursuit reduced the 
General’s army to such straights for supplies, that the 
bird of sense left its'nest in their brain. 

VERSES. 

- Round Lake tie gallant Holkur hung, 

' Close on his steps the warriors clung— ■ 

Noxv breakiog in upon the rear, 

And dealing- death with point of spear— 
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Now stemming the advancing column, 

Whicli wave-like moved in massy volume. 

Now 'tis the right his troopers threaten, 

While from the left the ruin's let in. 

Harassed on all sides, hope was flown. 

Shivered like glass against a stone. 

Vainly they practised stratagem, ' 

Too deep was Juswunt Rao for them — 

But onward marched in iron square. 

Sullen and sunk in deep despair. 

From Muthra, thus, to Dehlee, all the way 
Lake’s army was by Holkur held at bay. 

» 

In sLort, Holkur Laving liovered about General Lake’s 
army (') in tbis manner, until it reached tbe neigbbour- 
bood of Deblee, and having ordered Huniatb Chela with 
the brigades and battalions, and with the artillery, to 
return by the route of Alwur, as stated, wrote to the 
Chela to remain at Deeg, in the Bhurtpoor territory, and 
himself, with the forty or fifty thousand cavalry he had 
with him, marched suddenly to plunder the districts in the 
possession of the English to the east of Dehlee. He took 
the route of Bagput and Surdhuna C^) (crossing the Jumna 
near Kurnal,) to Shamlee, Q) where were two battalions 
of English, who applied for permission to retire into 


(*) The above poetical description of the^distress of General Lake's 
army is a pare flight of tlie imagination. Kolkur’s light troops hovered, 
abont all day, and encamped always ont of reach at night. General 
Lake marched on nninterruptedly, having the relief of Dehlee for his 
object, and, except tliat his bazar was not over well prorided, and eveiy 
thing was at a high price, he was very little farther incommoded. 

(♦) This was the 1st Battalion 14th Native Infantry and a Local 
Battalion, the whole commanded by Colonel Burn, who was surrounded 
for two days, and then relieved by Lord Lake, who crossed into the 
Dooab at Bagpnt. The story of the refusal of the Shamlee Chief to 
admit the battalions is not true the town was too large to be defended 
by so small a force, and the fort was occupied by Colonel Burn by pre« 
ference. He was relieved by Lord Lake on the Sd November, 1804. 

2 F 
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llie fort, but the Sbainlee Chief ■was friendly at heart t6 
Holkur, and refused to admit them. They took post, 
however, in a small ruinous fort close by, and made 
good their stand against the Muharaj, who calling- off 
bis troops, marched away with such speed, that in 
three (”) days he arrived at Furukhabad, (*) and 
encamped on the river side, near the . cantonment of 
Futeh-gurh, C) which is close by the city. The pub- 
lic officers and functionaries .of the civil station got 
immediately into boats and crossed the river, by which 
means they escaped. (^) Making one halt there, Mu- 
haraj Holkur designed a march* forthwith upon Cawn- 
poor, but at the special invitation of Nasir Jung, (*) the 
jl^uwab of Furukhabad, who played into the hands of the 
English, and sent his Chela Sirmast Khan (^) to urge a 
further stay, the Muharaj was induced to spend the whole 
day till midnight in Hatching, feasting, and drinking, so 
that his head became intoxicated with the wine of care- 
lessness and neglect. "While he was thus employed, 
General Lake, having at Dehlee divided his army, and 
detached one division, strong in infantry and artillery, and 
•with some Hindoostanee horse, under General Fraser, to 
attack the brigades under Hurnath at Deeg, himself, with 
tlie best of his cavalry regiments and Rusalas, and three 
or four tried battalions, lightly equipped, followed Jaswunt 


■ ■(') Tliisis not tnie, the march was made by Holkur very leisurely, 
te was content to keep about thirty miles ahead of General Lake. 

t (") 

(4) This is not quite true : all the Civil OfBcers remained in the fflrf, 
vliicli witti the old cantonment was preserved. The cavalry lines and 
new cantonment, which were beyond the ravines, and th'erefore will)- 
out .tlie line of defence taken up by the troops at Futehgnrh, were 
burned by Holkur. ■ , 
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Rao Holkur.i And, because the Sepaliees were unable 
to keep up with the cavalry, he gave each man at first five 
rupees, then a Gold Mohur, and at last five Gold Mohurs a 
piece, ( * ) io encourage them. Thus, with extreme expedi- 
tion, he arrived at about seven or eight kos from Fn- 
rukhahad. Several village and Znmeendaree hurkaras 
came from good will to the Muharaj, and brought infor- 
mation of General Lake’s approach ; but as the Nuwab, to 
serve the English, though himself aware of the certainty 
of the fact, reported through his vakeels that the intelli- 
gence must be false, and the Muharaj was confirmed in 
his disbelief of it by ail official report he had received, 
that General Lake was on the preceding day forty (“) kos 
off, he remained confident in bis Security, and took no 
precautions against surprise, but went to sleep as if no 
danger was near. Afterwards, in the coarse of the 
night, intelligence came by the dawk, that the General 
was only four kos off, but the servants would not awaken 
the Muharaj, taking on themselves to decide that the 
report was not true. Pending all this, at about mid- 
night, General Lake came down upon Holkur’s position (^) 
with two thousand cavalry, some Sepoy infantry and 
horse artillery. By some accident, a tumbril blew up just 
before the onset, and the report awakened the Muharaj 
to a sense of his danger, so that he was on horseback 
when the enemy came ; and there were a few more, who 


(1) Tills has no foondation in fact: there vrere with Lord Lake the 
12lh Native Infantry, the 2Ut Native Infantry, and two Flank Corapa- 
jiies of His Slajesty’s 17th Foot. They formed a reserve, but did not 
reach Falehgurh till the second day after Lord Lake, 

(-) At Khasgunj, from which place to Fnlehgnrh, Lord Lake made 
a march of sixty miles in one day, halting a few hours only for refresh- 
ment in the middle of the day. Fntehguih was relieved on the 17th 
November, ISO-l. 

(3) It was jnst at day break that Lord Lake came upon Holkur’s 
camp. The Titrabril burst as the morning gun of Futehgarh fired. 
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]iad armed and ■ prepared for action, and these collected 
about the Muliaraj. But before the rest were well 
inonnted, the General was - upon' them ; with his cavalry 
and horse artillery, and the bulk of Holkur’s troops who 
were unprepared, and; emploj'ed in saddling and arming, 
and ; making ready, suffered much from the fire of the 
guns— and, in short, the. army, was totally defeated. with 
great slaughter. 

Jn the mean time, Hurnath Chela, with his nine regi- 
ments. of infantry, the Alee-Gholes, and twenty-five 
thousand horse, retired to.JDee^, (') and encamped by 
the side of a jheel there. Generals Fraser and Brown, 
who with six battalions of Native infantry, a regiment of 
Dragoons, and another of European infantry, added to some 
Hindoostanee horse, had been detached on this service 
from Dehlee, marched with all- speed to Govurdhun, (*) 
which is five kos from Deeg, and encamped there: 
marching again in the night with secrecy and speed, the 
division came to within two kos of theMuharaj's brigades, 
and as a jheel intervened between them and Hurnath’s 
army, and tbe fort of Deeg was to the right; ' the English 
General leaving his baggage and reserve there, moved by 
the left to the attack. Hurnath had mounted some heavy 
guns'upon the Shah-Boorj of Deeg, (^) and his army was 
drawn up on the ground between the acclivity on which 
the fort. stands, and. a village. 


The fire, of the guns on -the Shah Booij did infi- 
nite damage to the baggage and reserve, and to the 


,r o- 


lX. 


C) 


( 3 ) The battle of Deeg waa fought on the ]3th Noveraber, 1804 Tlua 

iccount of it is not very correct, but it is to be recollected the Ameer 

ivas not present. The Biilish attack was made by taming a jheel, or 
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English' mainbody "while turning the lake. In- the 
attacks also, "when made. General Fraser was wounded, 
and the troops were several times beaten back. But 
as the English are. not wanting. in cunning upon occa- 
sion, the General seeing the confusion . created in his 
camp and reserve, wliich was such that the people there 
were on the point of taking flight (^) to save themselves, 
.bethought him to send, notice by hurkaras, that General 
Bake was close by with succour, and had cut off the 
•enemy’s retreat, that as the battle was therefore just 
gained, no one should move or show alarm. . On hear- 
ing this news, the reserve, recovering confidence in place 
of their despondence, made an attack on the brigades. 
Meerza Ushruf Beg, (-)theDaroghaof Holkur’s artillery, 
being in league with the English, had drawn up the ranks 
of infantry improperlj-; Bapoo Sindheea, also and 
Tanteea Sindheea were not warm in the cause, and hence, 
•the Muharaj’s brigades were defeated, and the Fnringee 
army took many guns, and encamped on the field of 
-battle. 

Hurnath" Chela upon this retired with a 'few of his 
horse, and the remains . of his infantry and artillery, into 
Deeg, receiving protection within its walls, whence every 


morass, between wliicb, and a large deep tank, the enemy were posted, 
with the fort of Deeg in their rear. General Fraser advanced in two 
lines, H. M. 76th Foot leading. They first drove the enemy ont of a 
•village in front, then captured his first line of guns, and advanced imme- 
diately on tlie second line, which was also captured, bnt in this attack 
Geneial Fraser received his wound, and Colonel iMonson completed the 
victory. Tlie British loss was six hundred and forty-three killed and 
wounded, including twenty-two officers: but eighty-seven pieces of 
ordnance were taken, and amongst them fourteen that bad been aban- 
doned in the retreat from Kotab. 

(') Nothing of tbis.kind occurred. 

(-) Tills accusation of treachery is quite grainitons, as is evidenced 
by the retnrns of killed and wounded on the Biitish side. 
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day parties issued to skirmish and harass the Englisfi. 
General Fraser’s wound proved mortal, {*) he retired 
with his army to a distance of about five kos.from Deeg 
on the Muthra road, and died there. Hurnath Chela 
then came out of Deeg" with a force of near twenty-five 
thousand horse, and surrounding- tie Fng-lwh ar/ny, reduc- 
ed it to such straights, that tJie men began to despair of 
life, and their courage and firmness were fast failing, 
when most opportunely for them. General Lake wrote 
from Furukhahad, announcing his victory’ over Holkur, 
and the letter was brought safely by the English dawk 
^4urkarus ; whereupon they fired a royal salute for the 
victory, and, in the course of the same night, this news 
was confirmed to Hurnath by a letter from the Muharaj 
himself. Giving up, therefore, his plan of surrounding 
and harassing the English army, Hurnath returned to 
Deeg at midnight, where the Muharaj himself joined him 
with the remnant of the army he had carried into the Doab. 

General Lake following the Muharaj came to Muthra, 
where he soon restored to order and confidence the army 
of General Fraser. In three or fonr days, he marched 
with it for Deeg, (”) and immediately, upon arrival, 
attacked the Shah-Doorj, where the heavy guns of the 
•Muharaj were captured. The Muharaj, who was at this 
time within the walls of the place, withdrew his forces, 
and the General thereupon breached the walls of the fort 
with the guns he had taken, and so established his gar- 
rison in Deeg. The Muharaj having for two or three 


(') He lost Ills leg, and died after amputation. 

(») Tliis account of tlie capture of Deeg is not very correct. The 

place was besieged in form, and llie Sbali-Boorj bieaclied and stormed, 

■wlierenpon the. foil was evacnated, twenty-eight of Holkur's guns rrere 
in'ti'enches under the SUali-Booij, and so fell into the hands of the Un- 
tish. The citadel was occupied on Christmas Day, A. D. 1S04, 
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days harrassed the General’s army, retired to Komher. 
Ushruf Beg Khan deserted from him at this time, and 
•went over to the General. 

These events happened in the Hejira year 1220. (*) 


(') A. D, 1805 — 1st April, to 20th March, 1806. This date is, there- 
fore, one year in advance like the preceding.— See pages 197 and 221. 
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MAHRATTA WAR WITH THE ENGLISH— SECOND PART 
— FROM THE SIEGE OP BHURTPOOR TO THE PEACE 
WITH JUSWUNT RAO HOLKUE. ’ 


CHAPTER I. 


A. D. 1805. 

January and February. 

MiiJiaraj HolJcur retires on Blmrtpoor, which place is 
besieged by General Lalce — The Mnharaj sends for 
the Ameer from Bhilsa — His departure thence, and 
arrival at Bhurtpoor— General Lake's first storm 
before the Ameer reaches the place — its failure — The 
Ameer joins Holkur — Difficidties of the English in 
the siege — The Ameer engages in two affairs against 
convoys— Expedition proposed to him into the British 
possessions — Undertakes it. 

Bhao BhASKUR, Juswunt Rao .Holkur’s Vakeel to tlie 
Bhurtpoor Raja, bad by bis arts and intrigues completely 
won over Runjeet Singb, the Raja, to the Holkur inter- 
est, and there was a firm friendship established between 
the Chiefs : accordingly the Muharaj retired on Bhurt- 
poor, and encamped his brigades, and the Uleegliols with 
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Bapoo Sindheea, and Tauteea Sindheea’s troops, making 
altogether four or five battalions, and fonr thousand horse, 
tinder the city wall to the west near the Anar(*) and. 
Komher Gates, (*) while himself with a large body of 
independent horse, in number near forty thousand, took 
up ground from Kudum-Khundee (^) to the Muthra and 
Atulbund Gates, that is, to the north-east of the cit5% 
General Lake having taken Deeg, brought his army, (^) 
consisting of twenty-four battalions, a strong artillery, 
and fifteen or twenty thousand cavalry, as well regular 
as Hindoostanee,(includingMohummud Khan’s and other 
Rusalas, that had gone over from Holkur,) to within two . 
kos of Bhurtpoor, on the western face, that is, in front of 
the Anar and Komher Gates. The Raja sent to make 
humble excuses, representing to General Lake, that he 
was now the master of all Hindoostan, and would lose’ 
nothing in reputation by passing over his fortress, but 
on the contrary would gain credit by dealing liberally 
with him. General Lake, however, would not hear of 
such a thing as forgiveness. 

The Ameer was at this time in Malwa, besieging 
Bhilsa, (‘’) the Muharaj wrote him word of his defeats at 
Furukhabad and Dfeeg, and intreated, nay conjured him, 
to come to his aid. If, he wrote, the Ameer deserted 
him in his present need, or kept aloof from the contest, 
it was up with him entirely. The Ameer, though much 


Ja 

(Jj 1 

(S) The half of these numbers is the utmost that Lord Lake ever had 
at one time before Bhurtpoor. . 
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grieving to hear of the bad state of the Muharaj’s affairs, 
still, looking at the folly of his conduct, and in particular 
at his having enticed over the Ameer’s Vakeel, Gbolamee 
Khan, and held him out as the Commander in Chief of 
the Ameer’s troops, with the evident design of secretly 
imdermining the authority and breaking the power of his 
old associate in arms, was unwilling to join the Muharaj. 
As the sifege of'Bhilsa drew to an unexpected length, 
and sickness fell on the Ameer and his army, he felt 
great trouble and distress of mind~so much so, that he 
made an offering to the service of God of all his property, 
including his tents, Toshuk-khana, and every thing he 
had. The bounty of Providence was, in consequence, 
manifested in his behalf, and Bhilsa was taken/ yielding 
an immense booty. Fyzoollah Khan Biingush, a Rusa- 
ladar in the Ameer’s service, took at first a lease of the 
place for eighteen lakhs of rupees, but after paying four 
or five, resigned the engagement from inability to pay 
more. Then Yoosuf Khan, the Amil of Seronj, who was 
with the Ameer, offered thirteen lakhs, and took the 
lease of Bhilsa at that rate. "The Ameer gave his troops 
tissighmehts on the revenues of it to the amount of forty' 
or fifty lakhs, and then marched with his army to Gunj 
Basouda. (') As, by reason of the two months’ siege of 
Bhilsa, there were heavy arrears due to the troops, and 
the Ameer had no money for a journey to Bhurtpoor, 
be bethought ■ him of the means of raising funds for his 
immediate wants. Accordingly, he left the bulk of his 
army to provide themselves, and follow as they might, and 
himself with duly three hundred horse, moved on JDeoree 
Koorchham'ur f ) between Sagur and Jubulpoor, distant 
from Gunj-Basouda about forty kos. The Ameer was 
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siill SO unwell as to loe obliged to travel in a palkee ; but 
be reached the place in two days, and told the Raja that 
he came on behalf of the Ameer to demand a contribu- 
tion. The Raja seeing his small numbers, would come 
to no terms the first day, but on the following, when 
other detachments of the Ameer’s army began to show 
themselves, he came to an audience with the Ameer, and 
agreed to pay one hundred and fifty thousand rupees. 
Bunaeek Rao, (*) the manager of Sagur, compounded for 
three lakhs. Murduri Singh, of Mnndela, (*) with other 
Rajas of that neighbourhood, paid also contributions, 
and all united in advising the Ameer to penetrate by the 
Rewa Ghats into Mitzapoor and Bnnams, and they pro- 
mised. each a party, with themselves for guides, for the 
service. . 

General Lake seeing the mischief the Ameer had' done 
in Bundelkhund, and the detachments and battalions he 
had cut off, made several offers through Major Ahmoty,(^) 
the Civil Officer of Bundelkhund, tendering thirteen 
lakhs of rupees, beyond what General M'^ellesley had offer- 
ed, asa Jageer, or Jaeedad, for bis quiet settlement under 
British engagements. But the Ameer’s ambition was 
then high, and he refused everj' overture of the kind, and 
sent back for answer that the conquest of the whole of 
Hindoostan was his aim and object, and he could not 


^L- jj\j uJj ly (') 

(*) Bnnaeek Rao was manager for Rnkhma Baee, widow of the former 
Chief of Sagnr. 

u 

(3) Captain, afterwards ColonelJ. Baillie, was the Political Agent in 
Bundelkhund, and Major Ahmnty had no official charge that could make 
it probable, he should be the medinm for such an offer. The whole story 
has the appearance of romance and gasconade. 
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bring himself to accept of any terms as the price of his 
forbearance from the pursuit.. 

Pending these events, frequent letters came from 
Muharaj Holkur, full of supplications and excuses, and 
urging the Ameer’s immediately joining him, with such 
aid as he could bring. Seeing how matters stood, and 
being unable to resist his importunity longer, the Ameer 
marched with his army from Decree Koorchhamur to 
- Koorwaee Bhourasa. (') Thence taking with him the bri- 
gade of Mohummud Shah JKhan, and the troops imme- 
diately attached to himself, and ten or twelve thousand of 
Kadir Bnkbsh and Ilamzan Khan’s (^) Pindaras, inviting 
also to accompany him Nagoo Punt (^) and Nuwab Shu- 
hamut Khan,, who were then employed by Holkur in 
making collections in that neighbourhood, the Ameer 
commenced his march by Mnlhargnrh and Tomyn Bichhar 
to Toda, ('^) in Malwa, and came as far as Seepree 
Kolarns. {^) Arabajee Inglia, (f) a Sirdar in Doulat Rao 
Sindheea’s service, was there stationed : he met the 
Ameer with all kindness, and ia the course of conversa- 
tion said, that both Doulat Rao and Juswunt Rao were 
unfortunately very jmung men, whose judgments were not 
equal to the exigencies of the time, adding — ■” my honor 
or shame is in your hands.” The Ameer desired by all 
means to gain this Chief to his purposes, and said— r“ If 
you will engage to make no, terms with Doulut Rao Siu- 
dheea without my knowledge, and through other channels, 
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i am tlien ready to engage • myself in your service." 
Ambajee was much encouraged by this declaration of the 
Ameer, and regular conditions, stipulating friendship 
and mutual assistance, were committed to v^riting : after 
which Ambajee proposed, that the Ameer should leave 
Mohummud Shah Khan with the reserve and baggage of 
the army, and his own family, at Kolarus, where he 
engaged for their being taken good care of. He promised 
also, in case of need, to furnish from two to four thousand 
horse in aid of the Ameer. 

. \ 

Being induced to confide in Ambajee, the Ameer left 
Mohummud Shah Khan and his family, as proposed, with 
him, having first conferred'the title of Nuwab Mokhtar- 
ood-Doula C) on this ofiicer. Then, marching by the 
pass of Karwar, {^) without a halt, the Ameer came to 
the neighbourhood of Gwalior, whence four battalions of 
the English, who were encamped in the neighbourhood, 
moved back in alarm, and with all haste on Koonch. The 
Ameer staid two or three days about Gwalior, levying 
contributions, in the course of which, he learned that 
General Jones, with the Unta-Goorgoor (^) (Bombay,) 
army, had advanced from Buroda in Gujrat to Malwa, 


(') C) C) 

(3) Unta-Goorgoor is a nickDame, or term of reproacli, applied by 
the Nati^’es of Hindoostan to the Natives of the Malabar Coast. When 
General Jones' army joined that of Lord Lake, the use of this term in the 
camp of the latter, gave great offence to the Bombay Sepoys, and was 
on tlie point of leading to serious quarrels ; whereupon it was prohibited 
by beat of drum, under His Lordship’s orders. The Ameer invariably 
de^signates the Bombay troops by the term, which appears to have its 
origin in mockery of their pronunciation or style of speech. The 
European reader will not be ignorant, that the armies of the three 
Presidencies have all familiar nicknames amongst the English likewise. 
The Koee Hys, the Muls, or Mnleekilanees, and the Ducks. 
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and had written to Ambajee, that as peace existed between 
his master DoulutRao and the English, his giving refuge 
and protection to the family and baggage of the Ameer was 
highly improper ; that he expected, therefore, the troops 
M'ould be immediately dismissed,- or he should be com- 
pelled. to bring the English array against him. General 
Eake wrote to the same effect to Ambajee, — ^whereupon 
he dismissed Mookhtar-ood-Doula’s brigade in a hurry. 
The Ameer being then well on his way to Bhurtpoor, the 
new Nuwab was at a loss how- to act. Raja Doorjun Sal 
Kheechee, however, who was with Ambajee, restored 
Mookhtar-ood-Doula to some confidence, and conducted 
him to Sadhoura, (') in Malwa. The Raj-Rana, Zalim 
Singh, of Kotah, who was a man ever on the watch, con- 
sulted with his . advisers, and observed to them, that he 
should gain the Ameer for life by receiving bis family in 
their distress, into some place belonging to Kotah. The 
Raj-Rana’s counsellors approved the scheme, and he 
sent thereupon an Afghan, named Mohummud Noor 
Khan,(“) a man of skill and intelligence, to invite the 
Ameer’s family. The-,A%han went to Mookbtar-ood- 
Doula and explained on the part of the Raj-Rana, that 
although he dared not, under existing circumstances, 
receive .the brigade, and avow himself a partizan of 
the same side, still that the fort of Sheergurh (^) was 
open as a place of refuge for the Ameer’s family. Mookh- 
tar-ood-DouIa -and the other faithful adherents of the 
Ameer approved the scheme, and eagerly seized the offer. 
Accordingly, the fort of Sheergurh was occupied by the 
Ameer’s family, who were hastily sent off thither for the 
purpose. Mookhtar-ood-Doula continued making col- 


' AMEER KHAl^ APPROACHES BHTJRTFOOR. 


2:39 


lections in the neighbourliooii where he was, and hy his 
courage and exertions -maintained and kept together 
his force. For some time also he took service with 
Sindheea, and disciplined other brigades for that Chief. 

Meanwhile, the Ameer proceeding on from Gwalior, 
crossed the Ghnmbnl at Dholpoor(*) Baree. Here he 
was met hy Mohammad Khan Afreedee (') and others, 
charged with offers from General Lake, to confirm all 
that had been promised by General "W^ellesley, and to 
treat, in short, for the Ameer’s transfer of his services, (^) 
in consideration of assignments in money and territory. 
They ofiered eighteen lakhs in territory, increasing upon 
previous overtures. The Ameer replied, “ Never en- 
tertain the hope that I shall be so gained. God has given, 
me a higher ambition, and the completion of my hopes 
is in his hands.” -Baja Bunjeet Singh (■^) of Bhurtpoor 
hearing of this overture, asked of Muharaj Holkur what 
he thought of it, saying, that if the English should 
succeed in gaining the Ameer over, the result would be 
fatal to them. The Muharaj replied, “ I look upon the 
Ameer as a brother, and have full confidence in him. 
Let not your mind be disturbed with any misgivings on 
the subject.” After this, the Bhurtpoor Baja also was 
satisfied. 

In the mean time, the Ameer advanced from Dhol- 
poor to about twenty kos from Bhurtpoor. General 


t .5 ^ ^ 1X4.3^^ O ^ O ( ) 

(3) There is no confirmation of this in any record, nor do the firing 
vritnef'es of these events recollect any overtures of this kind, as having 
been made to the Ameer. 
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Lake bearing- of his approach, determined to attempt a 
storm (') before his arrival, thinking- that, if he joined the 
troops engaged in the defence of the place, success would 
be more difficult. Accordingly, although there was yet 
no practicable breach in the wall of the place, a storm 
was attempted with extraordinary boldness and persever- 
ance ; blit as Raja Ruujeet Singh was a man of courage 
and well bn his guard,’ and at the very time of the storm 


was yvatching in the defences, the assailants were driven 
back, and maiij'- European soldiers and sepoys were slain 
in and about tlie ditch. General Lake disheartened at 
this failure, retired to his camp. The Muharaj to make 
his peace with the Ameer, sent Gholamee Khan to him 
with a lakh of rupees, and with many excuses for the past, 
and intreaties for present aid: Gholamee Khan, it was 
added,- as the .- Alueer’s .servant, might be dealt with 
according to his pleasure. Upon the atrival of this mes- 
senger, the Ameer distributed the money he brought 
among his troops, and marched forthwith to Futehpoor 
Seekree, (^) The Muharaj hearing of his arrival with a 
small force of only one or two thousand horse, came out 
to meet him there, and repeated in person the excuses, 
made before tbrougb otliers, for his past conduct. March- 
ing then with the Ameer, both alighted at a spot distant 
about five kos from Bbnrtpoor, and the Muharaj thence 


(■) This niotive’^foi- .Iiurrying the storm ifverj- graluitoiisly assumed, 
and assuredly never occurred to Lord Lake. 

(*) The first storm took place on the night of the 9fh January, 1805, 
and was. intended to be a surprise, but owing to the broken ground and 
to some confusion in getting over the wet ditch the columns got scattered, 
and the alarm was given. A party of the Flank Companies of H. M. 22d 
ascended the breach, however, and made a lodgment, winch they he d 
for a considerable time. But not being supported, they were finally 
driven out, and Colonel Maitland, -who commanded the storm, being 
killed, the party was . recalled after a very persevering attack, ihc 
heaviest loss was suffered in the retreat. 
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returned to his own camp, which was two kos from the 
town. The Ameer remained where he was for that day, 
but next morning at about 9 or 10 A. M. before his main 
body had joined, he moved the camp to a position, close 
to Bbartpoor, leaving order that his troops, as they cams 
up, should be sent on to the new ground. The Ameer 
himself, without dismounting, went on with fifteen or 
twenty horsemen to wait upon the Muharaj, whose camp 
was two kos distant. The meeting accordingly took 
place, and the two Sirdars having eaten together, were 
engaged in converse, when a heavy cloud of dust appear- 
ed ov'er the spot where the Ameer had ordered his 
camp to be pitched. An hurkaru brought intelligence 
that twelve regiments and four battalions of the English 
army were marching straight for the Ameer’s camp, while 
the rest of the enemy’s army were preparing again to 
storm the town. (') The Ameer mounted forthwith, and 
went to his camp and moved out against the enemy with 
such horse as were arrived. The English, however, be- 
ing well disciplined, formed square, and receiving the 
Ameer v/itb a tire of grape and masquetry, drove back 
his charge. Finding, therefore, that an open attack in a 
body was of no avail, the Ameer hit upon this expedient 
for harrassing the English army. He ordered all the 
horse with him to separate and surround them on all 


(*) It is^ quite true, tliat as the second storm was leaving the trenches, 
the Ameer’s troops were observed coming into tlieir camp, and a strong 
party of cavalry and horse artillery were sent to keep them in play, and 
prevent their obstmcling the storm. Lord Lake went in person with 
this covering party, bnt the enemy coaid not be brought to action. A 
distant cannonade was all that occurred. The second storm took place 
at 3 p. M. of the 2l6t January, 1805. The column went provided with 
portable bridges for crossing the ditch. These, however, proved too 
short, and there being eight feet water in the ditch at the point, it was 
found impossible to cross. After suffering much, therefore, while wait- 
ing at the edge of the glacis, the column was recalled. 
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sides, and to fall upon llie enemy each as opportunity 
might offer. The Ameer’s men acting on this principle, 
and being inspired with fresh courage, separated into small 
parties, and commenced attacks from all sides, whereby 
they greatly harrassed the English columns. Meanwhile, 
further troops of the Ameer’s army' came up and joined 
in the action, and such a series of successive attacks 
commenced, that the enemy lost the advantage of his dis- 
cipline and square formation. (') The Muharaj also had 
mounted, and the Ameer, seeing him*coming to his assist- 
ance, was well pleased, and sent to say, that if he would 
make a movement on the English rear, so as to draw their 
attention ' to that quarter,’, the business would soon be 
settled, as a lamp_^ expires when the oil is expended. The 
Muharaj, however, was envious, and thought that if he 
were to give aid in this manner, and the Ameer were in 
consequence to succeed against the enemy, the entire 
credit would be his. He accordingly kept aloof, and did 
not mix at all in the action. 

While this was passing. General Lake had ordered 
another storm, and after repeated attempts to scale the 
walls, had been beaten back and returned to his camp. 
The English regiments and battalions, who were engaged 
with the .Ameer, seeing this, returned likewise to their 
camp in great confusion, being followed part of the way 
by the Ameer’s troops. 

Two or three days after this. Raja Runjeet Singh sent 
for the Ameer, and received him with all honor, saying, 


p) The close formation of the cavalry regiments, with their artillery, 
were the object of the Ameer’s respect on this occasion, for there was no 
infantry. General Lake returned with the covering party into camp 
after the storm had failed. 
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Ibat be relied on ibe Ameer’s courage and skill to carry 
bim tbrongb tbe siege, so that be might acquire for 
bimself a name and reputation. Tbe Ameer replied, 
“ Man may be daring, but God must aid tbe cause. 
Please God ! mj' borse shall be spurred once home to 
the charge in the battle-field of courage, and my spear 
shall mix "witb their bayonets, and from a fight -with 
musqnetry and. cannon it; shall be brought to atrial 
■with sword and dagger, and be tbe victory then to 
those, to whom tbe Great God of Battles may assign it: 
but for the present wants of my troops I require ten 
lakhs of rupees.” The Paja agreed to advance this 
sum, and a settlement was made to the elfecti A few 
days afterwards, news arrived that a convoy (*) of provi- 
sions was on its way from Mutbra, and bad reached to 
about five or six kos from Bburtpoor. Raja Runjeet 
Singh bearing of it, sent word to the Ameer that now 
was tbe time to put his professions to tbe test,' for that 
the convoy must not reach the English camp. The 
Ameer immediately started, with such troops as were, at 
hand, towards tbe point where tbe convoy was approach- 
ing, and although Jumsheed Khan, Mohummud Saeed 
Khan, 0 Suroor Khan, (3) and other Rusaladars were 
then on camp-duty about two kos olf, the Ameer ^Yould 


(') A Regiment of Native Cavalry, thelst,and one Battalion of Infan- 
try, tlie loth Native Infantry, were sent from Lord Lake’s camp, on 
the day after tbe second storm, under command of Captain Walsli, to 
bring up a convoy of twelve thonsand bullocks coming to tbe besieging ar- 
ray. They were beset by Ameer Khan on tbe 23d January, and took post 
in a village at day break. The Ameer captured two guns, and got pos- 
session of part of tbe village, bnt at about eight in the morning, Colonel 
Reed arrived with a Regiment of Dragoons, and another of Native 
Cavalry, and on seeing their dust the troops in the village sallied out, 
recovered their own guns, and captured four of the Ameer’s besides. 
The Ameer is said by Major Thorn to have escaped on foot, and in dis- 
guise. 
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not wait for their joining, hut went with all haste to 
ineet the escort which was bringing up supplies for 
the English army: Making repeated charges, he put 
bors-de-combat many Sepoys of the battalions on this 
duty— many of them fell victims to the swords and 
spears of the Ameer’s men, and the guns of the con- 
voy, with a great part of the stores and supplies, 
fell into his power, and were plundered. Two or three 
companies of Sepoys who were separated from the rest, 
took refuge in a village about a kos distant from the 
English camp. Bapoo Sindheea hearing of it, brought 
up some artillery and battalions, with some of his horse, 
to attack the village, and a fire was opened upon it. The 
Ameer hearing the guns, called out “ What artillery is 
that?” and was told, it was Bapoo Sindheea’s artillery, 
firing at the Sepoys of the escort (’) in the village. The 
Ameer upon this frowned in rage, and called out, 
“ Such folly as this of Bapoo Sindheea’s, no fool in the 
world ever committed before. Here is the English ar- 
my close by : on hearing the report of these guns, they 
will be sending succour immediately, and we shall then 
be in a pretty plight.” While the Ameer was still 
speaking, the head of a column of European troops made 
its apiJeai’ance, and the Ameer sent word to Bapoo 
Sindheea, to see now the fruits of his act. Soon af- 
ter, a force with guns approached, and the Sepoys in 
the village seeing themselves thus strongly support- 
ed, acquired, fresh courage, and opened on Bapoo Sin- 
dheea’s troops with masquetry out of the village, aided 
by the fresh troops which had arrived with artillery. 


{') This part of the story is not consistent with the fact that the escort 
itself had guns, which were captured by the Ameer, after many rounds. 
The report of them could he heard just as well iu Lord Lake s camp as 
that of Bapoo Sindheea’s guns. 
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Thus, Ihe English not only recovered the guns that the 
Ameer bad captured, but took also those brought up by 
Bapoo Sindheea; and his troops, as well as those of the 
Ameer, who were acting with them, were compelled to 
make a precipitate retreat. The party about the Ameer’s 
person,, according to the proverb, one melon acquires 
flavor from another, seeing the Eapoo’s troops in flight, 
turned their backs also on the enemy, without coming at 
all to close quarters. The Ameer himself, with two or 
three troopers, was standing watching the battle, and 
desired at this time to charge. One of his companions, 
however, when he gave the word, said, “ Look before 
and behind you ! where are the troopers to make the 
charge!” The Ameer seeing how matters stood, and 
recollecting the words of the Poet, 

There needs an army for a war, ' 

< What can he done hy one Sn-wai 

turned himself, also, in the direction the flying troops^ 
had taken, and with blows of his cane attempted to rallyi 
and bring round the fugitives, but it was all in vain. 
Hereupon the Ameer made for his standard elephant, 
and, with two hundred horse who were about it, turned 
against the English batteries, and having checked them 
hy his charge, retired himself to camp. 

' . 

Raja Runjeet Singh who had been watching and saw 
the whole, and was witness therefore to the bravery and 
good conduct of the Ameer, and to the manner in which 
Bapoo Sindheeahad interfered to ruin and spoil every thing, 
sent for the Ameer, and spoke encouragingly to him, and 
said, he had now seen verified what he had before heard of 
his bravery — ^butthat Bapoo Sindheea’ s ill-advised conduct 
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had been the cause of failure, and he kindly added, “ But 
■ niy friend is safe, and his friendship remains.” A 
few days after ^is, Haja Runjeet- Singh and Muharaj 
HolkuYsent again for the Ameer, and said that they had 
certain intelligence of another large convoy (•)' being on 
its way to join the English army, that it was to come from 
Mnthra in a day or two. If therefore the Ameer could 
succeed in cutting ,it off, it would be a great victory 
gained in the first plaice, and in the next must compel the 
English to raise the siege. On the other hand, if the 
convoy should arrive safe, matters would go hard with 
tliem, through the additional means the besiegers would 
thence, obtain. The Ameer cheerfully undertook this 
service, and started immediately for its execution. Mov- 
ing from his ground, he proceeded with his troops to a 
distance of about three kos from Bhuftpoor, and two from 
the English army' on the northern road, and there sat 
himself down. But as the enemy were very near, he 
kept a most careful Avatch night and day, and to guard 
•against surprise, lie had parties of horse at a miles’ dis- 
tance always in picquet. As his own charger was constantly 
caparisoned and ready, he mounted when he chose, and 
rode skirmishing close up to the enemy’s out-posts. 
Mobile thus employed, a Dak Chuprasee brought him 
word, that a large convoy was coming from Mutbra, under 
the escort of four battalions and two thousand horse. 


P) On the 21th January, a Reginaent of Dragoons, two of Native 
Cavalry, and’ three Battalions of Infantry left Lord Lake’s camp to 
l>iing np a convoy .from Agra of fifty thousand bullocks. On the 29th, 
about midway, between Agra and Bburtpoor, the convoy was attacked by 
tlie whole of Hoiknr’s, Ameer Khan’s, and tlie Raja of Bliurtpoors 
Cavalry, Lord -Lake, however, moved out of camp with all his remaining 
Cavalry,'and effecled a junction with the convoy. Remaining that night 
in bivouac, the convoy was next morning brought safe into camp without 
aiiy figliting, except the occasional opening of a galloper, and one Bkir- 

niish of a few men of the 8th Light Dragoons. 
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The Ameer immediately gave orders to his party to 
march along the Mathra road, while he returned nearly 
alone to the Muharaj, to say, that as soon as Gene- 
ral Lake should learn, that the Ameer was off for 
the convoy, he would immediately move out his best 
troops to cover and secure it, and that would be the 
time for the Muharaj to fall on the General’s camp, 
which would be ilI-pro\'ided for defence — that he must, 
therefore, on no account, lose such an opportunity for 
striking a blow : and if the Muharaj thought the enter- 
prize hazardous, and preferred going after the convoy, 
that he (the Ameer,) was ready to undertake the attack of 
the camp. The Muharaj said, Go you after the con- 
voy, I will not fail you here. We shall see what can 
be done.” The Ameer accordingly mounting again, 
formed his men, who were on march, and in the twink- 
ling of an eye, was upon the convoy, which had reached 
to about five kos from Bhurtpoor. On the Ameer’s first 
appearance, the English battalions, who were all well 
trained, formed their squares, and prepared for action, 
and some skirmishing commenced. Before an hour had 
passed, however. General Lake came out with four bat- 
talions, twelve regiments of cavalry, and two thousand 
Hindoostanee horse, and some horse artillery, to rescue 
and secure his convoy. Several of ' the Ameer’s men 
who had been left behind to watch, brought intelligence 
of this ynovement. The Ameer was preparing for action 
wdth reference to this expected contingency, when 
Holkur came into the field with all his light troops. As 
this was not in conformity with the plan laid down, the 
Ameer was much vexed at the folly, which had induced 
him to come. Biding up to the Muharaj in great anger, the 
Ameer said, “ If your Highness had but stuck to the 
plan which was arranged between us, our wishes would 
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have been crowned with complete success;”. The 
Muharaj, making excuses, said, “ I thought it would be 
better this way, but hereafter will be more careful.” The 
day was. by this time drawing to a close, and the Ameer 
and Miiharaj accordingly bivouacked for the night. Tu 
the morning the array was drawn up in three bodies. On 
the right was .the Ameer, with some Pindaras and 
Dukhunees, and his own horse. On the left, Holkur 
commanded, with his personal troops. Chimna Bhao, one 
of Holkur’s principal Commanders, was thrown forward 
with the centre, consisting also of Pindaras and Ouk- 
hunees. The fighting lasted all day. Chimna Bhao, who ■ 
had to sustain the brunt of the action at the commence- 
ment, was, beaten back by the fire of musquetry and 
cannon, and took to flight. Holkur likewise, when he 
advanced to charge with the left wing, made no impres- 
sion, and turned -to the right about. But the Ameer, 
Vitli the right wing, kept the enemy so in play with 
his skirmishing and irregular attacks,' that he could 
make no advance in his march. Night closed over both 
armies, (*) and they encamped on the ground close to one 
another. The Ameer and the Muharaj surrounded the 
enemy all night. When two hours remained to morning. 
General Bake forming his troops into a square, and 
placing the convoy on the centre, began his inarch. The 
Ameer recommended a pell-mell charge, but the Muharaj 
taking upon himself his old authority, forbad the thing, 
saying, “The enemy is now cautious, and has formed 
square in preparation against such an attempt. The attack 
would be ill-timed, and a mere useless waste of courage 


(I) The Ameer is in error in making this affair extend to a second 
aav— Lord Lake was out 1101 one night. The troops were never formed - 
into squares, bnt„moved in two coionmns, with the convoy between and 
an advance and rearguard. The nxarcli was uninterrupted. ^ 
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and life. My troops too, -wlio liave been beaten at 
Fnrakhabad and Deeg-, -will not have the confidence, 
nor will they inspire the terror necessary for success in 
such an attack. Your troops again, who have been 
snccessfal.in Bundelkhund, and are much dreaded by 
the enemy, must not hazard the loss of this advantage by 
unsuccessful charges. There is still much for you to do.” 
The Ameer not thinking it proper to act contrary to the 
3V3 uharaj’s injunctions, kept out of the battle which follow- 
ed, and returned to his own camp. After a day or two, 
Kaja Bunjeet Singh sent for' the Muharaj and for the 
Ameer, and said, “ As both Sirdars could not act well toge- 
ther in the same field, it would be better that one should 
remain at Bhurtpoor, while the other headed an incursion 
into the enemy’s territory, and carried the, war thither.” 
Muharaj Holkur recollecting his misfortunes at Furukh- 
abad and Deeg, declined undertaking ' this part, saying, 
that his army had suffered so ranch in action, that it wanted 
the spirit and equipment for such light service ; but he 
turned to the Ameer, and said, “ Do you, brother! now 
take your turn in such expeditions, and carry the war 
into the enemy’s country with all vigour.” The Ameer 
cheerfully undertook the service, and prepared to march. 

These events happened in the year of the Hejira 
T221. (') 


(») 21st March 1806 to lOlh March 180T. This date also is one 
year in advance. Tlie events, indeed, come down only to February, 
1805, which was before the close of 1219 Hejira. 

2 I 
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A. D. 1805. 

Februai’y to April. 

The Ameer marches toicards his Native Country SuniJiul 
— Visits Seer-Kot and other places under the Mils 
of RohiUclnmd — Affair toith General Smith — The 
Ameer retires in consequence of the desertion of his 
■ men with the booty they obtained — His return to 
Bhurtpoor — Occurrences there during his absence — 

The Raja accepts terms from the English. 

# 

The Ameer having thus learned the wishes of Raja 
Rnnjeet Singh and of Muharaj Holkur, marched with a 
body , of horse, lightly equipped, for Kuther, (*) (Rohil- 
khund) and crossed the Jumna by the Ghat of Muha- 
bun. (®) Here he commenced levying contributions, 
and, plundering Gokul (^) fay the way, he made for 
Kumona, by the route of Juwar. (^) There were four 
.English battalions then beseiging Kumona, which was 


(') Ameer Khan crossed the Jumna on this expedition on the 7th 
February, 1805. 
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held out against them hy Doondee Khan, the Znmeendar. 
Thinking the Ameer had come upon Doondee ELhan’s 
invitation to succour the place, they^ immediately retired 
upon Uleegurh. (') The Ameer leaving Kumona passed 
hy Busteenngur, (-) Sursuteepoor, (^) and Julalpoor, (j) 
places on the Ganges, and still advancing, reached the 
Ghat of Foot, (5) and encamped. The Ameer had gone 
that day seventy kos, looking all the way for a ford over 
the Ganges, but could find none practicable. Giving up 
the search in that direction, he made for Prichheet- 
gurh, (®) and began the search there, and near the 
Ghat of Kumr-ood-deen-nngur, (") but found no prac- 
ticable ford at either place. That day he had marched 
thirty kos, and still his object was not accomplished, and 
he felt that the time and labour lost, like water that has 
once flowed from the fountain, could not be brought back. 
Ginug up the search in despair, the Ameer was thinking 
of making immediately for the Ghats of Hurd war (®) and 
Surfuraznugur, (5) which were still a long way off, when, 
while he w'as travelling on, troubled in mind on this 
account, an old man of intelligence was sent by Provi- 
dence from the invisible world, and pointed out a road to 
the shore of his desires. He told the Ameer there was, 
close by, a Ghat of easy passage. Hearing these words 


p) Colonel Grneber, witli two battalions and two companies of regn- ' 
lar troops, and some Sebnndees, also one thonsand five hundred of 
Skinner’s irregular horse, bad proceeded against Knmona, and retired, as 
here stated, to Uleegnrb, on bearing of the Ameer’s approach. General 
Smith, who had been detached by General Lake in pursuit of the Ameer, 
directly his purpose was known, made a night march on tire 11th Febru- 
ary, in hope of overtaking him at Kumona, but arrived too late. 
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•of tlie old man, ■wliicli tbe Ameer looked upon as a reve- 
lation from the Deity, he was-much delighted • and by the 
old man’s guidance, -which was like that of Elijah (Khizur,) 
to the fountain of life, he was taken to a part of the'river 
where the man told him boldly to cross, and immediately 
disappeared. The Ameer looked upon this as a spe- 
cial dispensation of Providence in his favor, and went 
upon his knees to offer .thanksgiving. Again, he re- 
flected, that he knew not yet whether the river was 
•fordable at the spot or no, and how was that to be 
ascertained ; but as he had great faith in religion, he 
brought the boat of his resolution out of the whirlpools of 
hesitation to the shore of confidence, by the strong rope 
of his reliance on the favor of the Deity. The , Ameer 
stood on the bank of the -Ganges, and made an offering to 
.c it of some beetul leaf, roses, and money, and said, |“ Oh 
Gunga, the Hindoos worship thee, and look upon thee as 
an image of the Divine power. If then it be true, that 
you represent the attributes of the Divinity, and a -ray of 
the Omnipotence of God is displayed in my person also — 
give me now a propitious passage.” The Ameer said this, 
and with a clean heart, summoning courage for the adven- 
ture, mounted his elephant, and pushed into the river. 
As in all things, the splendour of the divine beauty is 
apparent, the Ganges proved to be fordable at the 
point, and the Ameer crossed with all his horse, (') the 
girths even'not being wetted, so shallow was the water. 
Eyen the goats and sheep crossed without difficulty. 
.The Ameer then encamped at Dhunoura, (^) on the left 


01 General Smith crossed in pursuit, at the same Ghat, on the iSth 
February, and found the river nearly half a mile wide, and the water 
Freast high. Some tattoos and bullocks were carried down the stream, 
and the people drowned. 
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bank of this famons river. Nest morning he went on 
to Amroha, (*) and marching thence by night, at about 
9 or 10 A. M. arrived at Moradabad, (-) where was 
a party of English, with whom he had an action. (^) 
Several fell victims to the swords and spears of the 
soldiers of the faith, and many fled and escaped. Thou- 
sands of prisoners were -released by the Ameer from the 
jail, and money was given them for their immediate sup- 
port. The Ameer had an affection for this city, and 
spared it. He had also another motive ; viz. that were he 
to plunder and destroy so famous a place as Moradabad, 
the reputation of the action would go before him, and 
every bod}' would fly at his approach, and he would find 
nothing in the country any where. Crossing the Ram- 
gunga, which was fordable, and passing a village on 
the opposite bank, the Ameer encamped on'the side of 
it towards Rampoor. 

Here an informer brought him intelligence of a buried 
treasure deposited by Raee-Rutun Chund, {^) a Lukhnou 
Dewan. He said, there were heaps of money, rich stuffs, 
and other goods. The Ameer sent his nephew, Ahmed 
Khan, ('') with Fyzoollah Khan Bungush and Ubdoollah 
Khan, (’) an old servant, to bring away this treasure. 
Coming to the place pointed but, Ahmed Khan and the 


(3) The Sebundee lines, tlie jail, and all the gehtlenien’s honses; ex- 
cept that of Mr. Leycester, vthlch had been prepared for defence, were 
destroyed by the Ameer. His people lay for two days before Mr. Ley- 
cester’s house, firing at the windows, and had begun collecting bags of 
cotton for a storm of the works thrown up, bnt decamped on hearing of 
General Smith’s approach. r. 
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rest commenced digging and soon discovered- bales of 
cloth, kimkhabs, shawls, &c. They next came to some 
silver coin. Ahmed Khan being a liberal man, divided 
the goods. and silver amongst the people with him, giving 
each much beyond his hopes, and brought- back to the 
Ameer only thirty-five thousand rupees in all. The 
■informer reported that gold would be found underneath, 
but as the day was drawing to a close, Fyzoollah Khan 
Bungush told them to search no more, as there was 
nothing else. 

. Kext morning, the Ameer commenced an attack upon 
a house (*) the English had prepared for defence^ and 
wdiere there were some companies of Sepoys. . In conse- 
quence of the depth of the ditch, his attack failed.- He 
continued before the place, however, till the middle of 
the night, when his men brought to him some hurkarus of 
General Smith, (*) who had English and Persian letters 
addressed to different people of the station. From these, 
the Ameer discovered that General Smith might be expect- 
ed with a considerable force at midday of the following 
date. Thinking it inexpedient^ .therefore, to wait longer, 
he set off by night, and proceeded by Tanda to Kashee- 
poor,(^) which place he plundered, and encamped there. 

It had. scarcely dawned next day, when General Smith 
arrived at Bloradabad with Mr. Metcalfe; and Captains 


(1) The honsB here referred to must be that of Mr, Leycester, the 
Judge and Magistrate of Moradabad. It had been surrounded by parties 
-of matcldock-men, from the time of tlie Ameer’s arrival at Moradabad, 
•but was attacked in force tlie second day. 

(-) This officer is uniformly called General Scott at the commence- 
ment of tliis Chapter, but as there can be no doubt that General Smith 
is tlie person referred to— the Translator has given the right name. 
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Skinner and Murray, followed by several battalions and 
pai'ties of Hindoostanee horse. These had come in pur- 
suit of the Ameer, who was alreadj”^ at Kasheepoor, as 
above stated ; thence he made for the hills under Kumaon 
and arrived at Tajpoor, (*) which he sacked. In 
that neighbourhood he remained near a week, sending 
his Pindaras and other parties to plunder as far as 
Peeleebheet and Roodurpoor, (-) under the hills. Gene- 
ral Smith advanced from Moradabad to Rampoor, and 
began enquiring of the Nnwab Isussnr Oolah Khan (^) 
where the Ameer might be. He replied, that the intelli- 
gence of his being at Tajpoor was certain, but beyond 
that, it was doubtful where he might be. The Ameer 
fearing he might be shut in, if he waited the arrival of 
the English army in that position, took the route of 
Kasheepoor and Seerkot, (^) which he plundered, and ■ 
so came to Dhampoor Nugeena. (®) That day his troops 
were much scattered from marching in the evening. He, 
consequently, arrived at Knjeebabad (^) with only about 
two or four thousand horse, but there he got a large 
boot}^ and went on to Keerutpoor. {®) Here he collect- 
ed the stragglers, and as they came in, caused all prison- 
ers of the religion of Mohummud to be released-as an act 
.of charity. It was the Ameer’s intention to have moved 
again on Moradabad, but while he was preparing to do so. 
General Smith approached with his army, and skirmish- 
ing began, which continued till the evening. At mid- 
night, the Ameer marched, and having it in design to tire 
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out the enemy before he joined battle, moved back-, by 
Seerkot, towards Afzulgurh, (') to which place he called 
in all stiagglers, making a hall to allow them time to' come 
in. Tbe-Pindaras and , stragglers had but half joined; 
(and some, of the former, on account of a private quarrel 
with the other troops, would not encamp at less distance 
than two kos from the main body'- which led to the force 
being further scattered,) when General Smith came up 
with his dragoons and horse artillery. The Ameer went 
out to meet him'with a body of horse, from two to four 
thousand strong. On his right was Jumsheed Khaii and 
Mohuihmud Sueed Khan and Ruhmut Khan, f*) To 
the left, Baqee Mohummud Khau and Shuhamut Kliaii, {'3) 
with the Afreedees. . The Ameer himself was in front 
of the centre with about three hundred independent horse, 
picked men, in armour, and with these he determined to 
bear the brunt of the action. Jumsheed and Mohummud 
Sueed'Khau went boldly on from the right against the head 
of the'Knglish column, whence a tremendous fire of artillery 
was opened, which fell like bail amongst the Ameer's men. 
The effect was such that Baqee Mohammad Khan with 
Shuhamut Khan, and the Afreede'es from the left, were 
■driven to the right about,- and kept aloof , from the action. 
The Ameer seeing the confusion in that quarter, hasten- * 
ed to rally the Afreedees, and bring them again into the 
field, and he desired his Teka (independent) horse, ('^) 


" Ja 

tit-vis-^ A/Ks:"^ ( ) S’ cJaS j 1 ( ) 

( Is- (g-A — tS ^ ( ) 


U' 

V+1 The Yeha horse made a charge upon the horse artillery, which was 
for a time in some ieopavdy, when Captain now Lieutenant-Colonel 
Skinne C ■B., came;p with his corps of seven hundred Hiodoostanee 
horse and completely destroyed the Yekas, , capturing seven Kolden 

Landardrand two Chiefs. The Ameer himself- was with his 1 ekas, 
tlionih as they were defeated, it is convenient toTepr-esent himself as m 
a different part of the field at the time. This affair took place on the 
2d Match, 1804. 
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on ho' account to move from wliere they were until his 
return— neither to advance nor retire, though it might be 
for victory or defeat. The Ameer had scarcely got to the, 
Afreedees, "when his choice troops advanced to en^ge, 
notwithstanding this positive injunction to the con- 
trary: for, seeing the bold attack of Jumsheed Khan, 
their courage and impetuosit}' could no longer he restrain- 
ed, but on they went to the charge for his support. Many 
of them were killed and wounded by the English grape. 
Jumsheed Elhan and Mohummud Sueed Khan, who had 
distinguished themselves by the boldness of their ad- 
vance, drew up when they saw Baqee Mohummud Khan 
hesitate, and thus became much exposed, and suffered 
greatly from the grape fire, so as at last to break, and fly 
before the enemy. In the mean time, the Pindaras of ’ 
the Ameer’s army having got into the rear of the English, 
plundered a few elephants, and made, oflr from the field. 
The Ameer, in this extremity, returned to where he had 
desired the Yeka horse to wait for him, intending there • 
to take his measures to retrieve the battle. There, how- 
ever, he found nothing but a beggarly account of killed 
and wounded : he ascertained, however, that although his 
men had advanced contrary to his orders, and so had 
unnecessarily met their fate, they had behaved well, and 
their boldness had excited admiration. The Ameer then 
made for his standard elephant, which was in some Jhar- 
jungul, (bush-cover) near the field of action. (') Collect- 
ing there some forty or fifty horsemen, he brought up his 
standard to the field, and displayed it. ■ The enemy, think- 
ing the main body of the Ameer’s army must be about 
it, refrained from further pursuit. The Ameer remained (*) 

(*) The Ameer’s aipy' rvas rented and disappeared entirely from the 
field. No standard elephant was seen by the victors, bnt the length of 
the preceding march preclnded a very active pursnit, and General 
Smith encamped on the field of battle. 

2 K 
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in sight of the enemy for four hours afterwards, and then 
moved to Rutlnir, (') and on afterwards to Astpoor, (*) 
which he plundered. At midnight he continued his 
march to Thakoordwara, (^) and Kasheepoor, andTanda, 
and so returned to Moradabad. The march, in conse- 
quence of windings through hills and ravines, was seven- 
ty kos . on that day. . Halting for . the night, he marched 
next morning, three kos to Surabhul, (‘^) and SuraeeTu- 
reena; (^) his birth place. He arrived there at about 
3 or 4 p. m., and gave audience to all the principal 


• qieople of the neighbourhood, making presents to each 
laccording to his rank and deserts, and taking precau- 
tions for 'their security, and for the protection of the 
country from pillage. The Ameer .h^id ordered his 

• main body, which was encamped at Ferozpoor, to 
'•.‘march on Chundousee, (^) and he started next morn- 

ing, after, prayers, to 'meet them. He staid there'two 
or” three days to realize a contribution, and he wrote • 
from thence to the Mooftee at Burelee, with whom he 
had some previous acquaintance, to wake ready for Ins , 

reception. General Smith hearing of this, came with lus 

„rmy from Moradatadr. nod todk post bst^«oa amodon- 

-Jos and Burelee. Some Iiorkaras liow brought the Ameer 

ijntelligenoe, that Skinner, (’) « Furingee, traS at Sum- 


' , ,.,3, t-ViJS. 




jej n 


p) Thi, 

present f i,„t vvlmt they carried, 

three hundred Khan for two entire days, repulsing u'l 

yet be held out Ameer further endeavoured to win 

attacks, which were frequent ^he Ameer «r 

over tlle Suwars "'t^re faithful, aJid spurned the 

meir Commanding Officer, but It ey General Smith’s camp, pro- 

offer. ' Captain James Skinner Uitercepted as was 

iSnle? Tef^He Ameer’ to decamp hastily. This occurred on the 8th 
'Match, ISOS. 
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blitil, "vrith two thousand horse, he immediate^ gave up 
his plan of marching on Burelee, and went to Uleepoor,(') 
which is three kos from Sumbhul. Skinner alarmed at 
his approach, took post in a Karuwan-Suraee and garden 
of Nulhee Khan, (-) which was walled round. The 
Ameer having sent for ^ carts out of the village, was 
preparing to storm under their cover, and to put the 
enemy to the sword. But Skinner fearing that he would 
he overpowered, sent a message, to the effect that there 
was nothing to he gained hy slaughtering him . and his 
men, that this would he no victory, hut on the contrary, 
his men were Afghans, like the Ameer himself, whose 
death, would do him no credit or service. Ula-oo-deen 
Moolvee(^) also,, who was an intimate friend of the 
Ameer’s, dissuaded him from forcing the party to ex- 
tremity, and entreated him to spare them for the sake of 
God. The Ameer, therefore, marched away, and left 
tliem, encamping next about two kos from Amroha. 
Here the Pindaras, who were with the Ameer, and were ’ 
much dissatisfied at the restraint put on their plunder- 
ings, went off in displeasure towards the Dooah, hut being 
pursued and roughly handled hy Captain Murray, rejoined 
the Ameer, bringing Murray at their heels with two 
thousand horse. The Ameer prepared for battle, but the 
English fearing to meet him in the field, took post behind 
a wall at Ibrahimpoor. (^) The Ameer not thinking it pru- 
dent to attempt to carry the position with his horse, and 
his reserves of infantry being away, prepared an attacking 
party of about five hundred foot soldiers, (^) when some 




(r) This affair cccnrred rear Amroha. Captain Morray, who was 
escorting trea'ore, was snrrounded and took shelter in a village where 
he maintained himself ail day. In the evening, Colonel Enrn arrived 
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the ameer’s troops disperse. 

Pindaras spread intelligence; ithat anotlier parly of En ow- 
lish -.was advancing in Hie direction of Sumbbul wlierL 
upon a panic . fell bn the Ameer’s troops, and doffing shoes 
and stockings before they saw water, they took to imme- 
diate flight., , The" Ameer thus lost the opportunity of 
overpowering this ■ detachment, , and marched in the 

night to Chandpoor, where he encamped. In the morning, 
he halted to celebrate the Eed. General, Smith, (’) the 
Faringee, who had been in pursuit , of the Ameer, with 
a- considerable force, arrived the same day at Ain- 
t.roha,, and plundered and dispersed from two to four 
hundred men of the Ameer’s rear guard who were there. 

, Captain Murray also joined tlie General. The Ameer 
was much vexed at the plunder of his rear guard, and 
in great rage, he addressed his men thus: '"Do you 
now exert yourselves and make head against tlie enemy 
with' tlie Pindaras, while I make a cir.cuit of from two to 
fourkos, and fall upon his rear, and then by a simultane- 
ous attack we shall assuredly gain a great victory." 
•The: men, promised this and the Ameer (“) marched off.jn 
the night to execute the movement. He went at ease in 
. his palkee, and slept till he had reached about three kos 
from Amrolia, .where waking, he found tliere were with 
;liim only one hundred horse of Baqee Mohummiid Khan’s, 
Shaha'mut Khan’s and some others of the rest of his 

from Ill's position at tlie ford on tlie Ganges, and nitli this reinforcement 
the enemy were beaten off. Next day. Ameer Khan happening to be 
moving on a route close by Amrolia, was attacked by Captain Murray, 
and lost his baggage. ‘He re-crossed the Ganges on the following day— 
viz. the 12th March, 1805,'.the Ghat being left unguarded. , .. 

P) This is the first occasion where General Smitli is rightly named. 
He IS always called Scott, when before, mentioned in this Chapter. 
Captain Skinner with his corps, overlook the rear guard and made prize 
of, all'the Ameer’s Bazar. 

4 rav This wili at once be seen to be pure romance and gasconade. 
Tlie Ameei’s force was entirely dispersed, and he made off-from tlie 
nei.gliboiirliood of Amroba with very few followers, tliiukiiig of nothing 
but flight and escape. 
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troops, Bot a man was to be seen. . He conclnded. that 
they were either shy of any enconnter with the English, 
or had gone off to their homes with the plunder they had 
realized. "While he was speculating on the causes of 
this- desertion, the English army moved out in. line from 
Amroha, as if prepared for a severe action, in consequence 
of the Ameer in person being there. He, however, made 
o8j having so few followers, and crossing the Ganges 
at the same Ghat that had given him entrance into Eo-. 
hilkhnnd, he went again to Pricheetgnrh, having march- 
edi in consequence of the windings of the road, seventy 
kos that day. Thence he moved b3' Hapoor (‘)'to En- 
moha, where he halted a daj', and had an interview with 
Doondee Khan, (') the Zumeendar. Here he mustered 
his men and found there were barely one thousand pre- 
sent. Considering it to be impossible to do any thing 
worthy of his name with so small a body, he determined 
that it was his best policy to keep the enemy continually 
on the move, and wear him out in vain pursuits, fixing 
before him after the Mahratta fashion. He, accordingly, 
proposed the scheme to his men, particularly to Fyzoollah 
Khan Bungush, (^) Hmur Khan Afreedee, (•^) Jumsheed 
Khan, (^) Moonuwur Khan ('') and Abdoollah Khan, his 
old companions, asking their advice. Fyzoollah Khan 
Bungush, wanting spirit himself for the enterprise, per- 
suaded them all, separately and in secret, that if they fell 
into the plan not one would be left alive. That being so 
few as they were, they would be snre to be all slaughtered 
in the first encounter with the English. The men were 

•O 

thus won over to set their face against the plan, and 
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made excuses, saying, ‘‘We few are left as your compa- 
nions— is it your wish that we too should meet our. death, 
for what can be done by so few as we now are? We recom- 
mend your immediately making the best of your way back 
to Bhurtpoor.” The Ameer replied, “ Victory and defeat 
do not depend on numbers, but are the gift of God, and 
though we are certainly too few to enter into battle with 
the English, and I am not fool enough to propose such a 
scheme, still believing myself to be skilled in the Mah- 
ratta and .Cossack (Kuzaq) style of war, I flatter myself 
that Avith even this small party I should worry and re- 
duce the enemy to straights, and Avear him out witli long 
and fruitless marches, while I plundered the Avhole of his, 
country. But if you, are averse to the fatigues and risks, 
of this species of warfare, and desire to return to Bhurt- 
poor, I Avould have you to consider where' the funds for 
your support are to come from. Ton Aviil be mutinying- 
ahd sitting Dhurna there on me for your pay." Fyzoollah 
Khan said thereupon, “ Rely upon it that while Bhui't- 
poor lasts no one will trouble you Avith mutinous demands 
for pay.' Take from us all an engagement under seal to this 
effect.” The Ameer gave way upon' this, and took an en- 
g’agement under the seal of each of the Chiefs, and then 
marched to Juwar, and again to a spot distant one kos 
from Muhabun, A Dawk Hurkara here brought him; 
Avord that hearing of his coming, there were two batta- 
lions and four regiments of English . cavalry waiting for 
him at the other side of the ford. As the Ameer 
had come a long march, he Avas reduced to great 
perplexity by this intelligence, (') and took a road along 
the river for the purpose of looking out for another 


(') There is no account of any rencounter of the Ameer willi a British 
demdirnent or convoy after he had re-crossed "tjie Gauges. These Bri- 
tish divisions must have been conjured up by his Years. 
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ford over tUe Jumna. His, march, of that day vras sixty 
kos, and he -was only a kos from the Ghat, when a cloud of 
dust became visible on the horizon, and a Dawk Hurkara 
-whispered in his ear that the dust was raised by a con- 
voy of provisions on its way to Bhurtpoor from Agra, 
under the escort of four ' battalions and two thousand 
horse. The Ameer thought it would be imprudent to 
make this kno-wn at once to his men. So he addressed 
them thus — “ Do any of you know what occasions that 
dust to rise to the sky?” The}' all said, “ God only 
knows.” The Ameer, thereupon, said, “ It will most 
likely he the people of Mutbra running off in fright, and 
they must have much booty with them. If yon have the 
spirit left, and will fall quickly upon them, there will be 
something worth having.” They were all delighted and 
assented to the enterprise. The Ameer had gone but a 
little way, when some men of the Huthrus Raja, viz. a 
battalion and about five hundred Suwars, who were on 
duty to guard the ghats and fords on the Dooab side of the 
Jumna, made their appearance. ■ At sight of the Ameer 
tlie cavalry made off incontinently, and the infantry who 
were cooking, were,, overpowered and dispersed, and 
took to flight. The' Ameer lost no time in crossing 
the river, and there found the English battalions and 
horse armed and ready for action, but on march. The 
men with the Ameer, at seeing this, lost heart entire- 
ly. But he endeavoured to restore them to confidence 
by telling them that if any attempted to fly it would be 
certain death, that their only chance was to allow him- 
self to skirmish with the enemy, while they made their 
way through the ravines towards Futehpoor Seekree. 
They did so, and the Ameer kept up a long -skirmish with 
the enemy, keepingdumin play, until his own rear-guavd 
and followers had all got by, and were well on the road 
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to Futelipoor^lie then himself retired thitlier, and made 
three or four halts. Muharaj Holkur hearing of the 
Ameer s arrival at Futehpoor, came out to see him, aud 
passed the night in his camp. Next morning botlr went 
into Fhurtpoor together. Tiie Ameer now learned that 
■while he, was away on the expedition above recounted, 
there were many affairs between the Muharaj and General 
liUke, and likewise with General Jones, who had brought 
the Bombay force through Malwa, to support the General. 
This officer having examined the wall of Bhurtpoor, 
advised General Lake(‘) to try another storm, observing 
that he’ had now been a long time before the place, and 
yet it held out. The other members , of tlie General’s 
Council of War. advised tlie same, and a general assault 
was determined upon. Thfe plan was for General Lake 
to attack openly the Anar Gate to the south-west, which 
was opposite his camp, while General Jones should creep 
up through some Jhao-jungul towards the Kudum Khun- 
dee (■) Gate on the east side; and there make his attack. 
It was presumed that the besieged finding full employment 
in resisting the storm from the west, would be negligent 
on the opposite side of the place, so that J ones, with his 

troops, would obtain an easy entrance. 

■ ^ 

The attack was made accordingly' on both sides atonce^ 
But Baja . Runjeet Singh having penetrated the design 


(A General Jones joined Lord Lake on Uie lOtU February. He bad 
two European regiments and four Native infantry battalions, rplh only 
six bnndred borse. The npproacbes being now carried to witliin three 
Imndred yards, and the breaches appearing to be practicable, prepara, 
lion for a third storm was wade on the 20tli February. The ditch was 
aeain found to present an insurmountable obstacle, and the storming parly 
■was beaten back. . A fourth storm was tried on the following day with no 
better success, and witU even greater loss of rneji and 'officers. 
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of;tlie English, was prepared , on all sides. The giins 
at top 'of the bastions and along- the rainparts were 
loaded with chain shot, and at the foot of the wall 
outside the ditch, on the glacis, the artillery of 
Holkur’s brigades were planted, loaded with grape, and 
thus the besieged waited to receive the storm. As the 
enemy came on, the guns opened upon them from 
above and below, and a vast number of Europeans and 
Sepoys who endeavoured to ascend the ditch and scale the 
wall, were cut to pieces by the chain snot and grape. 
Many English and their officers who still attempted to 
advance, were destroyed by this fire, nevertheless they 
persevered in their efforts to enter the place. The 
storming party from General Lake’s camp, though they 
evipced extraodinary bravery, and ascended the inner 
face of the ditch in spite of the above fire, could get 
' . no further, but were thence driven back by >musquetry 
into the ditch, and at last giving up their high hopes, 
they were glad enough to escape with life. General 
Jones’s storming party was, for the most part, des- 
troyed before it reached the ditch by the fire of chain 
shot and grape from , the ramparts, and so being broken 
and dispersed on the glacis, they fled by the same road 
through the Jhao-jungul by which they had advanced. 
Muharaj Holkur was at this time with his light troops 
prepared for action in a garden near the Kudum Khundee 
Gate, where he had come to meet the Raja. Seeing tliis 
opportunity, he fell on the retiring parties of General 
Jones’s army as they fled through the Jhao-jungul, 
where they could not form line or avail themselves 
of their tactics, and so they were further broken and dis- 
persed : many of the enemy were slaughtered by the swords 
and spears of Holkuf’s men, and he returned into camp 
elate with the victory. The men of his brigades took 

2 L 
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(lie same opportunity to storm one of the English liatteries, 

and captured and brought away.three or four guns.ivliich 
the enemy had neglected to defend properly. These they 
dragged into their own lines. But. after the general 
assault was over, an English Commandant of Artillery, 
watching, his opportunity when the men in 'Holkur’s 
battery were cooking, made an attack on them and carri- 
ed the battery, recovering his own guns, and capturing all 
the Muharaj’s that were there besides. 

Matters continued in this state for some days, and the 
Mubaraj and Raja. Raajeet Singh were busy negociat- 
ing with Dowlut Rao Sindheea, whose demand for assist- 
ance in money was acceded to, and a treaty of alliance 
was on the point of being concluded with him, when the 
English, (') taking great alarm at the prospect of such an 
event, held a general council, wherein it was resolved that 
as the Ameer vyas at the time exciting great trouble in 
Kuthe'r,’ (Rohilkhund) and it was vain for the JEnglisb 
army to* attempt to follow him, it was better to come to 
terms with the Bhurtpoor Raja, and so have the .army now 
employed in the siege, available for the general defence 
of the British territory in case of accidents. Keeping 
this .design secret, tlie^' opened a private negociation 
with the Raja, who was reduced to great straights by 
the expence he was put to in supporting Mnharaj Hol- 
kur’s army, not to mention the utter ruin his own coun- 
try was suffering during the siege. He saw that there was 
little to be gained by the continuance of such a state of 
things as the present, with large payments still to be made 
to the Mubaraj and. to the Ameer, and further, that if 


I.ortl Lakp never held any Council of War or Peace, and assuredly 
Was influenced by uo anxiety about the Ameer and his oiieiaiions. 
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Doulut Rao Sindbeea -were engaged in the war, it would 
tlien be too late to retrace bis steps. Accordingly, be 
listened to tbe overtures (') made to bim,. and received 
back Deeg from General Lake, gfving a sum of money 
for its recovery. On these terms a treaty was concluded,- 
iu wbicb stipulations were entered, binding tbe Raja not 
to bold intercourse with, or give protection to either 
Doulut Rao' Sindbeea or Mubaraj Holkur. After wbicb. 
General Lake moved bis army to a distance of nine kos 
from Bbartpoor towards Mutbra. 

It was just at this time that tlie Ameer (") came back 
from Robilkbund. Mubaraj Holkur knew nothing of tbe 
treaty concluded by tbe Bhurtpoor Raja with tbe English : 
accordingly. General Lake thinking the time favorable, 
attacked his camp by night, but tbe Ameer brought him 
timely succour, and repelled tbe assault. 

At tbe request of Raja Runjeet Singh, who still kept 
tbe secret of his treaty with the English from both the 
Mubaraj and the Ameer, the latter was sent with Holkur’s 
concurrence to Subulgurb, to expedite arrangements 


(') The Raje of Bhnrtpoor made the first overtnre for peace by send- 
ing a letter of congratulation and a Vakeel npon the announcement of 
General Lake’s advance to the Peerage. On the lOlh March, J805, tbe 
Raja’s Vakeels nrere publicly received, and negociations commenced. 
The treaty was concluded with the Raja on the Bth April, and ratified 
by the Governor General on the 4th May, 1805. 

(*) The Ameer reached Fntehpoor Seekree on the 21st March, and 
General SoiitJi rejoined Lord Lake’s army on the 23d, after an absence 
of six weeks. On the 29th, a night attack was planned against Holknr, 
but he had timely notice, and moved .to a greater distance. On the 
2d April, Lord Lake marched again with his cavalry at one in the morn- 
ing, and came npon Jnswnnt Rao’s camp before day break, when it was 
dispersed and much baggage taken. A battalion of the Ameer’s surren- 
dered piisoners of war on the same day. On the olst March, a detach- 
ment, under Captain Royle, fell in with the cavalry of Hnrnath Chela, 
and on the 7th April following, destroyed the remainder of Holkur’s 
infantry and artillery at Udaliitnugnr towards Dholpoor Baree. 
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for bringing up Boulut Rao Sindbeea. After liis depar- 
ture, and when Surjee Rao Ghatkeea, ( 4 ) Doulat Rao’s 
father-in-law ,had arrived near to Bhurtpoor, the Raja 
finding it impossible *to keep his secret, longer, made it 
known to Juswunt Rao Holkur, telling him, that he had 
made his terms some time before witir the English, though 
he only then disclosed the fact. He advised the Siuharaj, 
therefore, if he had any regard for his own safety, to move 
away from the neighbourhood, declaring his, own inability 
to advance more funds. The colour left the Muharaj’s 
face when he heard this, and he immediately made 
arrangements for leaving Bhurtpoor, and joining the 
Ameer at Subulgurh. Genei'al Lake, however, hearing 
of his design, advanced to cut him off from Suhulgurh. 
But <is it happened, the General’s army fell in ^ith some 
of Surjee Rao Ghatkeea’s Pindaras, and followed them 
for an entire stage, which afforded the Maharaj an oppor- 
tunity of slipping through with his light troops. .The 
brigades and the rest of his army joined afterwards. 
Bukh^hee Bhooanee Sunkur, (^) Moorteza Khan Bun- 
gush, (®) Buhadoor Khan, (’) and some other Sirdars 
deserted tire cause of Holkur at this time, and made their 
tei'ms with General Lake. 

The Ameer wfio was already at Subulgurh, and had had 
an interview witli Sindbeea, and who had waited tliere 
pending tliese events, was now reunited with theMuharaj. 

The above events occurred in the Hejira year 1221. (®) 


U.J t) ('’■) of ^ ^ ^ 

(S) 2Ut Marcli, 1806 to 10th March, 1807, still a year in advance. 
April, 1805, being the latest date of any of the, events here related. 
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CHAPTER III. 


A. D. .1805. 

May to November. 

Tlie Ameer and-MuTiaraj Holkur at Suhulgurh — TTieir 
ineeting imtli Sindheea, and considtation as to the 
raising 'of funds — Determination to seize Anibajee 
Inglia, in order to extort money from him — Sind- 
Jieea is reconciled to the English through Inglia, and 
shakes off his connexion with Holkur and the Ameer. 


TV HBN the Mubaraj came to Subalgurb, he advised with 
the Ameer, -who had arrived there before him, and the 
result of their consultation "was a message to Doulut Rao 
Sindheea, to this effect, that without money the army could 
no longer be kept together, and the war with the English 
must be given up, that if he could devise a means of 
providing funds, there was yet no reason to despair, and 
the troops might be kept contented, but money was a 
sine quh non, and though jewels of value were not want- 
ing, tliere was no raising money upon them, and no sale 
for such things at the present time. Doulut Rao observ- 
ed — I too have jewels enough, but there is no use in them 
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for present purposes, and Ambajee Inglia, who. pro- 
fesses to be my servant, and has lakhs of rupees in 
ready money by him, will give no aid. If you can con- 
tiive a way of extracting money from him by cuuuing, 
yon have my permission, but the half of what may be 
so obtained must belong to me. Holkur observed 
upon this, that the Ameer was the person. .to manage 
the affair with Ingjia, as he was held in greater 
awe by that Chief than either of the Mahrattas. Sind-, 
heea agreed to this proposition, and. gave to the Ameer 
intimation of his wishes. The Ameer, therefore, had a 
private audience with Inglia, and told him in plain, 
terms, that he must come down with some present aid 
of money to the cause. He used every means of persua- 
sion in his power, and fixed his lowest demand at ten- 
lakhs of rupees. Inglia, however, could not be brought 
to hear of the proposition, and flatly refused to give any 
pecuniary aid. The Ameer then offered that he should 
have jewels from both Sindlieea and Holkur in pawn for 
the advance, but even in this shape the proposition was 
not acceded to, and he still made excuses. The Ameer 
accordingly reported the ill success of his negociation to 
Muharaj Holkur, who thereupon employed Bala Rao, 
Ambajee’s brother, to endeavour to bring him round, but 
his success was no better. The Ameer now observed to 
the Maharaj,‘,‘-‘ Perhaps with a little more of threat, and 
something of violence, the money desired might be forth- 
coming.” The Muharaj assented, and the Ameer went 
again to Inglia, who at first gave the same answer as 
before, whereupon the Ameer seizing him by the band 
said, “ If you have absoltitely nothing to offer, come and 
sit in my tent?’ The bird of sense flew from its nest 
in tiie brain of Inglia at bearing this, and he remained 
silent. The Ameer led him by the hand to his own 
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tent, and tliere for three or four days employed various 
means of persuasion. Inglia’s alarms being greatly- 
excited, be sent to Mubaraj Holkur to beg that be 
■n'ould send for him, promising to do any thing be 
desired if be -would do so. Jusu'unt Rao accord- 
ingly sent for liim, and fixed bis demand at seventy- 
five lakhs,' as due, on account, to Douint E,ao, and five 
lakhs for bis own Nuzurana, or bonus. Ten or twelve 
lakhs were realized upon the nail, and for the rest pro- 
mises and engagements were offered. Mubaraj Holkur 
said, that was not bis way of doing business ; be could 
not remit one farthing of the demand, and if the whole 
amount were not paid by next day, be should be com- 
pelled to band A.mbajee again over to the Ameer. At 
the very name of the Ameer every hair of Inglia’s body 
stood an end, and be said that if allowed to go to ICotab, 
be would find means to raise money. The Mubaraj con- 
sented to this, and after counselling with Doulut Rao 
Sindbeea, the Ameer and Bapoo Sindbeea were sent 
off with Inglia in charge to Kotab, under the escort of a 
body of horse and one or two battalions of infantry. 
Having arrived tbere,’Inglia broke up one of bis boards, (') 
and paid nearly half of the demand upon him. It so 
happened that the Pindaras were at this time very trou- 
blesome in Kotab, and the Raj-Rana to get quit of them, 
made an advance to the Ameer as the price of bis ser- 
vices, and so employed him against them. He, in a very 


(') Fifty-five laklis of rupees are said, by Cotonel Tod, wbo was at (he 
time in Doulut Kao’s carnp, to have been extorted from Ambajee. 
Amongst other tortures to which he was subjected, oiled tow was fasten- 
ed to his fingers and lighted. He attempted suicide to free himself from 
his suffeiiiigf, but the instrument, an English penkuife, was not effica- 
cious in his hands: the Surgeon of the Btitish Residency sowed up the 
wound, and he recovered. He was restored to faror soon after — and, 
notvrith'‘landing llie indignities and severities he had siiffeted, continued 
for three yeats to guide the councils of Doulut Rao’s Durbar. He died 
iu 1809. 
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short time, cleared the country of these marauders, and 
returned to Kotah. 

Muharaj Holkur(*) having secured his share of what 
had been extorted from Inglia, and finding it burthen- 
some to keep his army Jong halted at the same place, 
having moreover completedhisengagementsVithDoulut 
Rao Sindheea for an alliance, offensive and defensive 
against the English, crossed the mountains to Mandel- 
gurJi (=j in Mewar, in company with Sindheea, IngJia, 
who was the most cunning man of his day, made secretly 
his peace with Doulut Rao, causing it to be represented 
to him that he was in fact his servant, and if he had 
taken the matter 'into his own hands, it might have been 
brought to an issue that would have satisfied him, but 
thus to hand him over to strangers,'to be disgraced and 
ill-treated, was not the act of a kind master; that 
his fidelity, however, was proof even against this trial, 
and that he could yet do his master good service in set- 
tling matters with the English: finally he offered all that 
belonged to him to Sindheea, and said that Rolkur was 
empty-handed, and of difficult temper, and had so commit- 
ted himself with the English, that it was unwise for Doulut 
Rao to make common cause with him: that being, as 
he Doulut Rao was, the head of an old house; and a Chief 
of such high rank and reputation, he risked' the loss of 
dominion, and of all that had been built up for so many 
years in case of a reverse, whereas J uswiint Rao Holkur 


(I) Holkiir and Sindheea fled from Subnlgurli towards Kotah upon 
Lord Lake’s approach, and his Lordship met near Dholpoor Baree Colo- 
nel Martiodell, who had foilowed Doulnt Rao Sindheea’s march nortli- 
wards, by a parallel movement from Biindelkhund. 
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was nothing of the kind, and had no such stake at hazard. 
DoulutKao was won over by this specious reasoning and 
hecoming estranged from Muharaj Holkur, began to act 
upon Inglia’s views of policy- Accordingly, he broke off 
from the treaty of offensive and defensive alliance against 
the English, and made a demand upon Holkur for the 
release of Inglia. Muharaj Holkur, who was at the 
time in the Shahpoora territory, wrote for answer that he 
could not dispense with the share of the money so to be 
raised, which had been allotted to himself — and therefore 
could not release Inglia till it was paid. The result was 
that Sindheeapaid up the share due to J uswunt Rao, and 
so procured Inglia’s release. Doulut Rao also discharged 
Mo'okhtar-ood-DoulaMohummud Shah Khan, the Ameer’s 
officer, whom, with his brigades, he had taken - into 
service, and employed for some time in making col- 
lections in 31alwa. He further entered into a treaty, 
through Inglia, (*) with General Lake, who having 
broken up from before Bfaurtpoor, was himself with his 
main army about Muthra, while General Jones was can- 
toned at Tonk and Rampoora. Through this channel 
a fresh treaty was soon concluded, and Baqee Mohummud 
Khan, R.uhmut Khan, and some other Rusaladars of the 
Ameer, were won over to leave his service. The Ameer 
was sent . by Muharaj Holkur from Kota towards Man- 
dulgurh, to wait upon Sindheea, whose secret treaty with 
the English had not transpired. Doulut Rao accordingly 


p) After the merch to Dfaolpoor Baree, the season being mnch 
advanced. General Lake made arrangements for cantoning bis army. 
General Jones, Tfilh the Bombay troops, vras Ihrcwo forvtard and stationed 
at Rampoora and Tonk. Colonel Ball, vriib a brigade, was placed at 
Eewaree, and Colonel Marlindell at Gohnd. The main army was canton- 
ed abont Agra and Mntbra, with a reserve in the norlbern pan of tbs 
Booafa, about Snharnnpoor. Kegociations were opened with Sindheea 
In September, and a new treaty was concluded with' him on the 22d 
Hovember, 1605. 

2 M 
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amused the Ameer for. a few days, and then gave him 
his dismissal. The Ameer, however, had the acute- 
ness to discover how matters stood, and at Shahpoora 
explained the whole system of deception to Muharaj 
Holkur, and then accompanied him to Ajmeer, where 
both Chiefs remained for some time. In this state of 
things. Vakeels came to them from the Sikhs about 
Labor, (’) such as Saheh Singh of Puteeala, (“) Runjeet 
Singh who held Labor city and several others, inviting 
both Chiefs to enter into engagements with them, and 
freely promising, that if they came into that country, 
they should be well received, and all would make com- 
mon cause against the general enemy. It seemed to the 
Ameer, that this'invitation ought, by all means, to be 
acted upon,' and he advised their retiring into the Punjab. 


BOOK THE SIXTH. 


CHAPTER IV. 

A. D. 1805— 1806. 

October to April. . , 

MuJiaraj Holkur and the Ameer move to Umritsir — Pro- 
ceedings at Puteedla—Trama'ctions with Runjeet 
Singh — Peace concluded hg’Holkur with the English 
— The Ameer abandons the Muharaj, inf is irought 
to agree — Proceedings afterwards. 

4 . 

JMuharaJ HoLKtJR, approving and acting upon the 
Ameer’s advice, determined on moving to the Sikh 
country as the best plan he could adopt under circum- 
stances. Both Chiefs marched acordingly Tvith all their 
infantry and horse from Ajmeer. The forces of the 
Ameer had been augmented, by the brigade of Mo- 
hummud Shah Khan, recently dismissed by Doulut Rao 
Sindheea, as stated above. This brigade the Ameer left 
at Seronj to make collections and support itself in that 
neighbourhood. The Muharaj moved by Sambhur, Kho- 
Knndelaand Namol, (i) into Hureeana, (®) and after levying 
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contributions at Hansec andHisar, (’)arriyed at Pnteeala,' 
where he had an interview with Raja Sahefa Singh. 
The Raja and his wife were on ill terms, and contending 
at the time for objects of wordly ambition. The wife, in 
the name of her infant son Knrum Singh, (®) was intriguing 
to remove the Raja from all authority, and expel him tlie 
country. Muharaj Holkur, after informing himself of the 
state of tilings,, and consulting with the Ameer, said to 
him, “God most assuredly has sent us these two pigeons 
to pluck; let ns not throw away the advantage to he 
made of them. You shall espouse the cause of one,; 
while I take up the other, and so. we will play them 
olf against each other, and make both serviceable to our 
purposes.” Mnharaj Holkur accordingly took up Raja 
Sabeb Singh, and the Ameer the wife, each receiving a 
considerable sum in remuneration for services in aid of 
the cause he espoused, and so, between the two, the object 
was .effected. 

While they were thus employed. General Lake arrived 
at Kunial, (^) Avhereupon the Maharaj and the Ameer 
having extracted all the money they could, patched up a 
reconciliation heween the Raja and bis wife, and marched 
from Puteeala with the intention of crossing the Sutluj, 
ancl uniting forces with .Ranjeet Singh and other Sikhs, 
so as to get together an army capable of meeting the 
English in the ‘ field. If the Sikhs showed a disinclina- 
tion to make common .cause with them, it Avas intended to 


(3) Lord Lake's army reached Kurnal on the 20th November 1805,' 
and .Loodhaeana on the 2iid Peceiiiber- \ * 
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proceed on to Kabool, (') and tlirongb, Sbooja-ool-Moolk, 
to obtain the means of taking full revenge on tbe enemy. 
Levying in tbe way contributions, wherever they could — ■ 
tbe two Chiefs crossed tbe Sutluj, and also tbe Dooab 
between that river and the Beah. Shahid Khan(®) had 
been sent on by Juswunt Bao in advance to Umritsir, (}) 
to negociate with Runjeet Singh and the other influential . 
Sikhs. He had gained many of these, and wrote to 
Muharaj Holkur, that the majority were in his favor, but 
he experienced some difiiculty with Runjeet Singh, whose 
objections however he hoped to overcome. The Muharaj 
upon this sent Bhao Bbaskur, a cunning diplomatist, Avho 
was high in his confidence, to Runjeet Singh, and then 
crossed the Beah, (^) with the Ameer, ihipursuance of the 
design of passing into Kabool by the route of Atuk. (^) 
The Muharaj's anxiety as to the future was now at its 
height, when the Bhao wrote that he had gained Runjeet 
Singh, and forwarded a letter from that Chief, confirming 
the intelligence. The Muharaj and the Ameer were 
restored to confidence by this neu^s and moved on to 
Umritsir. When they arrived near that place, Runjeet 
Singh came out two or three kos to meet them, and 
Conducted them into the city, near which they encamped. 
Here they staid a month and a half ; but as there was 
much distress for funds, the Ameer and the Muharaj 
began to be in great anxiety of mind on' that account. 
Both men and horses were for some time subsisted upon 
sugar-cane which grows in abundance in those parts. 
At last Runjeet Singh promised Juswunt Rao, that if he 
would reduce for him the people of Kasoor, (‘’) who had 
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Iieretefore paid revenue, but now'refused obedience, and 
would puthi'm in possession of the place, he would'make 
an advance of funds and unite interests with him. The 
Muharaj agreed at once. On hearing'of it, the Kasoorees 
being Moosulmans, were seized with great' alarm, and 
applied to the Ameer to save their honor arid faith, for the 
sake of the recompense the true God would give to him, 
\yho might protect Iris people from tlie hands of infidels. 
The Ameer calling to mind the Text Every true h'elkver 
is as a Irotliert' promised them his protection, and made 
interest in their favor with the Muharaj. He replied, 
“We have both of us come into B-unjeet Singh’s country 
to seek his aid and alliance. ■,yfe are not to be questibn- 
•ing,.th'e propriety of his schemes,” The Ameer said upon 
this, “ Very good— but, happen what may, I join with the 
Kasoorees — do you as you please.” After much alterca- 
tion on this point, it ended in the Ameer’s moving out 
irbm Umritsir towards Kasoor, which is but a short stage 
from the city, and encamping near it. The Muharaj 
seeing that the Ameer was serious, went and told Runjeet 
Singh, it would; be better for his interest to leave the 
Kasoorees alone just at present, for that the Ameer was 
deterniined to join them. Hereafter he might find a 
fitter opportunity. Eunjeet Singh was obliged to assent, 
and' the Muharaj then persuaded theiAmeer to rejoin 
him; ! - 

i 

. ' ’ ‘ ' Av'” 

In the mehn time General Lake advancing from 
Kurnal came to Puteeala, and thence to the Sutluj, where 
he encamped'under a fort. Leaving his baggage with a 
rear guard there, he marched again with his army, lightly 
equipped, to Suwaee Julundur. (') The Council , at 
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Calcutta liad Tmtten to urge the General to offer terms, 
and bring the -war to an end as soon as possible. And 
the General yras himself sensible that, if Runjeet Singh 
Tvith the Puteeala Chief and other Sirdars of this country; 
were to make common cause with the Mnharaj, a new 
flame would be lighted up, which it would be difficult to 
extinguish. He accordingly determined to follow his 
instructions in this respect, and with that view looked, 
out for an intelligent skilful negociator to he sent 
to Hoikur’s camp, and to be made the channel for 
an overture, in such guise that the Muharaj should 
be brought to sue for peace, and negociations com- 
mence on that basis, and so, . in the end, the dirt of 
mutual hatred and hostility being washed away, and the 
dust of war and devastation laid, -that the looking-glass 
of friendship and cordiality might be brought to show the 
reflection of a firm alliance and reconciliation. The 
General made choice of a Shekh (*) for this task, and 
dispatched him to the Muharaj's camp. He came first 
to the Ameer, and -was introduced, on the pretence of 
seeking employ from him, and was entertained accord-; 
ingly. .After a week or ten, days, he represented that he 
had a brother in the English service, who had written 
that, if the Muharaj and the Ameer pleased, there was an 
opening for the re-establishment of peace, and negocia- 
tions for the purpose might be commenced. The Ameer 
said upon this, “ I gather from what you say, that you 
have come from the English, commissioned for this pur- 
pose, and that your seeking employ with me is a mere 
pretence : you had better go about your business — I 


■ (*) Sheikh Mnkdoom Ulee is prefomed to be the person referred 
to, bnt that he had cointnission or inslmclions of the kind slated is 
impossible. 
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wish to have nothiug- to say to you.” The Shekh 
accordingly left the Ameer’s camp, and commenced his 
intrigues through Balaram Seth, {*) & companion and con- 
;fidential adviser of the Muharaj. The result was, that 
' the Mubaraj became very desirous for peace.' General 
Lake was informed of this by the Shekh, and conceiv- 
ed hopes, and felt great joy in consequence. Through 
•Hursopkh Raee, (®) his -treasurer, who was of the same 
caste, and on terms • of friendship with Balaram Seth, 
he caused a letter to be written to the latter, expres- 
sive of a strong desire for peace, and a wish that the 
Seth might be sent to confer on the subject, pledging 
himself, that if he came, 'all matters at issue would soon 
be arranged to satisfaction. Bala Ram showed the let- 
ter he received 'to Mubaraj Holkur, and explained how 
the matter stood. The Mubaraj attaching great impor- 
tance to the communication, came to the Ameer to sound 
him on the subject, and commenced thus, beating about 
the bush. That amongst all the Chiefs of the day, there 
was none now with whom he could unite, with any hope, of 
making head against the English. _ As for Runjeef Siagh, 
he had not the means of keeping their army together by 
furnishing the - requisite funds, and he Avas himself ill 
enough off in that respect, while to bring Shooja-ool-Moolk 
from Kabool, would require a vast outlay. He should be 
glad therefore to hear what the Ameer proposed for a 
present remedy. The Ameer replied, “ At all events we 
have no immediate cause for alarm, for even if Bunjeet 
Singh throws us off, we can retire upon Kabool, where 
I will engage to win over Shah Shooja to: our interest.” 
.The Mubaraj replied, “The King of Kabool will not 
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move money, and yon know liow we stand for 

that.” The Ameer then said, “ Give me jewels to the 
value often or fifteen lakhs of those 3mu have with you, that 
will be enough to win the King of Kabool. We will pro- 
mise so many more lakhs when his army reaches Delhi, and 
again more when it gets to Lukhnou, where we shall be 
well able to raise the sums required if we succeed, and in- 
this way we will drive the English out of Hinddstan. If. 
again the King of Kabool will not stir, let me but once 
get to the country on the farther side the Atuk, where 
there are hundreds of thousands of Afghans of the same 
face with myself, forming- the different, tribes of Yoosuf- 
zyes — with these will I join and meet the enemy, and may" 
I never rest from the pursuit of this object, until the vision 
of ray hopes shall be seated on the throne of accomplishment'. 
Be my head on the issue: I shall not relinquish imy- 
purpose though it be the sacrifice.” The Muharaj seeing 
' the Ameer’s determination, which was quite contrary to' 
his own views, kept his secret, and said, cunningly, “ Y^ou 
ought not to go to Kabool without at least one or two 
thousand horse, and there', will be money wanted, to 
equip them properly for such an expedition. To raise 
the funds, therefore, I will send Balaram Seth with some 
of my jewels to Madoon, . near Kot Kangra, (‘) where 
there are jewel merchants and other purchasers in plenty. 
"When we learn the issue, we will consult further.” The 
Ameer did not see the deceit of this proposition, but 
believed it to be made in sincerity, and returned to his 
tent. The Muharaj then consulted with Chimna Bhao (^) 
and other confidential men of his party, telling them his 
brother, meaning the Ameer, was averse to any recon- • 
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ciliatipn 'witli the. English, and bent on seeking aid from 
. Ivabool. They all said, “ The Ameer has not your interest 
at heart in this scheme. Supposing him to bring the 
Afghans and the people.- of ICabooI, of his own race 
and religion, and. with their aid to get the better of the 
English, what will he care for your house and dignity ?” 
The Miiharaj, upon this, managing the matter with great 
cunning/ sent ,off. Balaram Seth on some pretence to- 
Efursookh Eaee, General Lake’s treasurer, and through 
these persons, negociations were entered into, and the 
terms of a treaty of peace settled — so. much so, that the 
Seth brought back an engagement under General Lake’s 
signature, to the effect that all Muhals or possessions of 
the Holkur family, on the further side of the Chumbul, 
should remain to it as before, and the country on the 
Hindoostau side, with the Dukhup, and the tributes of 
Rajisthan, (*) that is Eypoor and Joudhpoor, &c. should 
belong to the British Government. The Muharaj looked 
upon these terms as a God-send, and his agent, who was 
well acquainted with his inclinations and wishes, brought 
the‘ paper with exultation, , and explained the state of 
things. The Muharaj, who was bent on peace, and worn 
out with the fatigues and anxieties of the war, was highly 
delighted; but, reflecting that the matter could not be 
completed 'without .the secret transpiring, nor properly 
without the Ameer’s signature being to the treaty, he 
sent .for Race Himiuut. Raee, a confidential adviser pf 
his, and , to him; lifted the veil by which his desigzis had 
been hitherto, concealed. He told the Raee to explain 
to his brother, meaning the Ameer, how the thing stood,- 
and ‘more especially, that he had been induced to act as 
he had done, aud to conclude a peace without making the. 
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Ameer.parly to Lis plans, because be despaired of effect- 
ing tbe purposes they jointly had in view, or of restoring 
their affairs either throngh Rnnjeet Singh, or the King of 
Kabpol. He then told . the. Raee to exert himself to 
bring the Ameer round to the same way of, thinking. 
The Raee “came to the Ameer, and reported every thing 
that had occurred. The wrath of the Ameer was at first 
kindled, and he boiled with rage, and answered in great 
anger. — “ If it be the Muharaj’s pleasure to act thus, 
there is nothing left for me but to trust to God, and pro- 
ceed alone with ,.my separate troops to Kabool, where 
having won over the Chiefs of influence, and every man 
capable of bearing arms, for all these are staunch IRoosul- 
mans, I will submit my request to the King.” 

C) VERSE. 

When Holkur with the British made his peace, 

Th’ Ameer resolved his fellowship should cease— 

He called bis warriors to the Council Board, 

And told his plan, when, all, with one accord. 

Declared for Kabool, there the King to sue 
For succour, such as erst the Mooslims drew. 

When Ahmed Shah destroyed the vain Hindoo. 

If tbe King’s roj'al self the war declined. 

The spark lay ready in each Afghan’s mind, 

That kindled into flame their ranks would man 
To fight the fight of faith in Hindoostan. 

-.The scheme explained wild acclamation spread, 

All vowed to follow where the Ameer led, 

The bravest Chiefs from Holknr’s sep'rate line 
Claimed, life or death, to share the bold design. 


p) These verses are more than ordinary prosaic. Tlie Author, how- 
ever, dweits on this Kabool scheme as a popular theme amongst the 
Mahomedans of India ; and endeavours to explain away tlie peace made 
with the English, as a yielding to circumstances nnavoidable irt tlie 
Ameer’s po.sition, though quite contrary to bis own judgment and incU- 
uatioDS, and derogatory to his character of Champion of the -Faith. 
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Th’ Ameer Las marclied on separation bent, 

Five kos from Holkur be has pitched bis tent. ■ • 

Muharaj Holkui' seeing- himself deserted by the Ameer 
and by his own principal officers, such asWajid Khan,(') 
Meer Sudur-oo-Deen, Khoda Buksh, f ) and other Rusa- 
ladars, who sided with the Ameer, was greatly troubled. 
By a singular coincidence, Mr. Metcalfe came the same 
day=;into the camp of the Muharaj from Geaeral Lake, 
and learnt the desertion of the Ameer; whereupon he 
told the Muharaj, that his signing the treaty alone, , with- 
out the Ameer, (^) would not satisfy the English, and 
there would be no peace unless that Chief’s seal was also 
to the document. ' The bird of sense flew away from its 
nest in the Muhai-aj’s brain at hearing this, but with admi- 
rable cunning and presence of mind he said, with a view to 
sound Mr. Metcalfe, The Ameer’s quarrel is merely 
because he cannotbear, that the tributes ofRajisthan, and 
theDukhun should be assigned over to the English, for his 
army would not find the means of supporting itself with- 
out the resources of those countries. Let this matter 
only be arranged to satisfaction, and he will come into 
the terms, and set his seal to the Treatyi” Mr. Metcalfe 
was induced by this declaration to consent to give up 
Rajisthaa, and promised also for the Dukluin, at the 
end of a year. The Muharaj came then forthwith to 
the Ameer, ...and making excuses for his past conduct, 
eritreated forgiveness and a reconciliation. The Ameer 
said, “ iVur conduct is not that of a brave and high- 
minded man. After raising the standard of ambition 


• (3) Mr. Metcalfe never made any such communication to Jnswnnt 
Bao HoIUuf, and considered Ameer Khan as one of )jis officers, llie 
necociations were with the Muharaj only throiigliout. 
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before the -world tbtis to throw away your shield, is un- 
becoming and low-spirited.” The Mnharaj reproached 
himself and felt ashamed, and hung down his head, and 
having retired to jirivacy with the Ameer, (’) he joined 
his hands in entreaty, and said — “ It is through you only 
that I have reached this high power and ascendancy in 
the world, and it is through yourself still that I must 
maintain that position. As you have hitherto raised and 
supported me, it is incumbent on you not to act toward me, 
so that all authority shall now slide away from me, and 
my enemies clap their hands in derision.” The Ameer 
said, his soul coiild never’ get over its repugnance to join 
in the course adopted by the Mnharaj. The Muharaj 
then laid his head at the Ameer’s feef,_and went to the 
extremity of abject adjuration, vowing that as long as he 
, lived he would bind himself to fellowship with the Ameer 
Withoat objecting to any thing that might be proposed, 


(') The treaty -with Juswunt Rao Holknr vras settled on tlie 24th 
December, 1805. It consisted of nine Articles. Providiog as follotvs : — 

1st. For the cessation of hostilities on both sides. 

2d. A renunciation by Jnswnnt Rao of ail riglit and title to Took 
Eampoora, Boondee, Lalaheree, Snmedee. Bbninunaaou, Da^e, and 
other places north of the Boondee hills, and then occupied by the British^ 

33. An engagement on the part of the British Government to have 
no concerns with the ancient possessions of the Holknr family in Hewar, 
Malwa, and Haraolee, nor with any Rajas south of the Cbnmfanl. Also 
to deliver up to Jnswunt Rao all ancient possessions of the Holkur family 
south of the Taptee, except Cliandor, Ambar, and Seagam, and the vil- 
lages and pergunnas south of the Godavnree, which were to remain with 
the British, but at the end of eighteen months would 'also be restored. 

4th. / Juswunt Rao rpnmiuces his claims on Koonch, but after two 
years, if satisfied with his conduct, the British Government would con- 
fer it in Jageer on his sister Beema Baee. 

5th. Holknr renounces all claims ‘whatsoever on the British Govern- 
ment and its allies. 

Olh. Juswunt Rao engages to entertain no Europeans. ■ ' 

7th. Also not to admit to his councils or service Snrjee Rao Ghatkeea, 
who had been proclaimed an enemy to the British Government. 

8th. Juswunt Rao may, on above conditions, return to Hindoostan, 
and the British Government will not interfere with his concerns. But 
he must, immediately after ratification, take a route that shall Jeave 
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and that he should never forget the obligation, if the 
Ameer would but yield in this one instance. Then de- 
claring, that envious men had been sowing the seeds of 
discontent to break their mutual friendship, and make 
foul the pure waters of tlie fountain of cordiality, he con- 
jured the Ameer not to listen to treacherous advisers and 
whisperers of ill, but to be content to divide the crore 
and twenty lakhs of country which would he left to them. 
As ah earnest of his good will, he promised immediately 
to put him in possession of thirty lakhs of the sixty, which 
would fall to his lot, so soon as he himself got it, whether 
in the Dukhun, or elsewhere. On hearing this proposi- 
tion, Raee Himmut Raee, who was with the Ameer, said 


Puteeala, Kliyttil, Jlieend, and the Jypoor territory on the left, and 
during his march his troops must abstain from plunder and hostilities, 

■ Oth. Provides for the ratification by Holkur in three days, and by the 

Governor General in one mootli. 

«. 

The above Treaty was finally concluded and ratified by Jnswunt Rao 
on the Sill January, 1800. On the 8th of tiiat month, Mr. now Sir 
Charles Metcalfe, went to the camp of the Chief, He found that the 
report of p^ace iiaving been concluded, was not credited there, milil 
his visit confirmed it. He was received with mnch ceremony, and deli- 
vered a letter he brought from Lord Lake, and then enquired when 
Jiiswunt Rao proposed to march for Hindoostan, for Lord Lake had 
already broken ground from the banks of the Beali the day before. 
Jiiswunt Rao conferred a few minutes vvitU Bhao Bhnsknr, and named 
tbe IStli January for tlie day of commencing his marcli. He then 
endeavoured to procure favors for various Cliiefs, and dismissed Mr. M. 
with earnest assurances of his resolution to adhere to the Treaty. Balarara 
waited on Mr. AI, afterwards, and said that amongst the causes for 
delaying tlie march, was Ameer Khan's dissatisfaction with the portion of 
country asigned to him, but this he hoped might he got over. Mr. M. 
adds that all in tlie Alahratta camp appeared rejoiced at the peace. Wliat 
, is reported in the text as having occurred between Jnswnnt Rao and Mr. 

■ Metcalfe, in relation in particular to the Ameer, is pure romance. After 
the treaty of peace was so concluded and ratified. Sir George Barlow 
gratuitously gave back Tonk, Rampoora, and the places in that vicinity, 
in annulment of the second Article of the Treaty. Sir George seems to 
have been led to adopt this course by the conviction, that the territory in 
niieslion could not be given to any other Chief or State without producing 
great sorenessinJuswunt Rao, nor retained by such withoutour guarantee. 
'J'lie alteration of the engagement was made by attaching a declaratory- 
article to the. Governor General’s ratification, which was affixed on Ibe 5th 
February, 1806, Sir George being then on the river on his retmn to 
Calcntta from Ghav.eepoor and Allahabad, whither he had gone on learn- 
ing of Lord Cornwallis’s being on the point of death. 
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— “ As.tlie Muliaraj is so earnest in Ms entreaties, and 
offers so liberalh- an eqnal division of territory, tlie Ameer 
should yield to him ” The Ameer was thus won over not 
to withdraw from the Mnharaj, and accordingly returned 
to his camp — and as General Lake refused to ratify the 
treatv, 6r to deem it conclusive unless the Ameer’s seal 
, ,was to it, the Muharaj earnestly begged of him to sign, 
but the Ameer would not do this on any account. He 
said he had gone so far, as to withdraw from opposi- 
tion to the treaty of peace, merely out of regard for 
the Muharaj, and from a belief that this object, on wMch 
his heart was evidently set, would fail if he did not 
do so, but that he had not parted with his own high 
hopes, and looked for the aid of the Deity in their accom- 
plishment.' The Muharaj was silenced by this declaration, 
and he and the Ameer parted. The latter returning to 
his tent, sent for Peace Himmut Raee, and desired-him to 
go immediately to the Muharaj, and take from Mm a list 
of the countries he proposed to assign to the Ameer 
agreeably to Ms promise. The Raee went to the Mnharaj 
and brought back a statement wherein Tonk, and Pera- 
wa, Q) with the Jypoor, Kota, Oodeepoor, and other tri- 
butes were allotted to the Ameer, and the Muharaj having 
sisned and delivered a deed to this effect, turned towards 
Mr. Metcalfe, and said, “By the blessing of God every 
thing is now settled between me and the Ameer, my seal, 
therefore, to the treaty ought to suffice. ITou may 
dismiss all apprehension of evil design on the Ameer’s 
part. He is bound by what I approve, and will return 
with me towards Hindoostan. But let General Lake 
first march back, leaving me and the Ameer to follow in 



288 HOLKUR RETURNS TOWARDS HINDOOSTAN. 

.•V t 

the direction'* of om- own territories. Mr. Metcalfe was 
thus satisfied, and the;.treaties (‘) being ratified and 
exchanged, he was sent back. 'Whereupon General 
Lake returned towards Dehlee, and gave orders for the 
restoration of Tonk, Rampoora, and other places belong- 
to the Holkur family, which were held by the English, 
The Muharaj being thus assured of the General’s sincerity, 
marched along with the Ameer by Julundhur into the 
Dooab between the Sutluj and Beas, and there gave dis- 
charges to most of his troops, telling them he had entertain- 
ed them during the war with the English, in the hope of 
finding resources and funds for’ their support from pillage 
and conti'ibutions, but as this was no longer possible, now 
that peace was concluded, they should take their arrears 
to the day, and be discharged. He would then select 
those he might desire to retain, and the 'rest might 
return to their homes. The Sirdars were highly dis- 
pleased with this proceeding, and* were on the point 
of raising a tumult, but not thinking the time favorable, 
and being so far from their homes, they smothered their 
resentment, and the Muharaj and Ameer marched back 
together as far as Rohtiik, (^) situated to the west of 
Dehlee, in tlie Hureeana country. Here the discontent 
of the troops from the destruction of their hopes for 
the future, broke into open mutiny. Several of the 
Rusaladars, such as Ahmed Khan of Kripa Kanor, (^) 
Meet Mukhdoom of Hydrabad, (■^) ' Tl^ajid Khan, Khoda 
Buksb,' Nuwab Jahan Khan, C) and Sudur-ood-deen of ^ 
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Sarangpoor, (^) witli Meer Murdan Ulee, (*) and some 
others, entered into a conspirac}v and getting the Muharaj 
into their power, sat Dhnrna over him. All his efforts to 
pacify and talk them oVer were thrown away — they would 
listen to no persuasions or promises. The Mnharaj 
being thus reduced to extremity planned an escape, and 
one night slitting the Kunat, or cloth-wall of the tent, 
he got out on some pretence, and mounting a horse he 
had contrived to have near, ready saddled, came off to 
the Ameer’s camp. The servants brought the Ameer 
word, that the Muharaj was coming alone on horseback, 
wliereupon he started up from his sleep, and went out to 
meet him, and asked what had happened. The Mnharaj 
said, with tears starting from his eyes — “ My troops 
have all conspired to ruin my house and fortunes, but 
I have contrived -to slit the tent-wall, and to give 
them the slip. I rely upon yon to restore matters with 
the troops as best you may, so as to preserve the house 
you have raised. Do not be unmindful now of the claims, 
I have on this score, to 3'our good offices.” 

The Ameer said what he could to comfort and assure 
the Muharaj, and told him not to trouble himself further 
about the mutiny, as he would endeavour to bring the 
troops back to their duty. He accordingly sent imme- 
diately to the officers who had conspired, to tell them that 
the Muharaj was in his tents, that they need be uneasy 
no longer about their arrears, as he would settle every 
thing in the morning. This quieted them for the time, 
and next morning the Ameer went to the Muharaj's 
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camp, and asked all the men what was' their pleasure. 
They all replied,-.-,Let, the Muharaj ’ deliver up to us 
Gnnput Rao Dewan,(’j and Khundee Rao; f ) Sewaee 
Mulhar Rao’s son, as pledgees fortwhat is due to lis : from 
the former, we shall be able to get our money, and we 
will keep the latter as a hostage till it is paid. 

The Ameer having reported the matter to .the Muharaj, 
agreed to the terms on his part, and Gunput Rao and 
Khundee Rao were sent to the conspirators’ tents. But 
the Muharaj entertained foul suspicions and rancorous 
hate against the Ameer for his part in these proceedings. 
He had begun to look upon his promise to render up to 
the latter half the territory, as an embarrassing obligation. 
Now, however, that Khundee Rao, who was the rightful 
heir 'to the Holkur family, was in the hands of the muti- 
neers, the means existed of compelling the rigid 
performance of the pi’omise, or of stripping him of the 
whole. Indeed it seemed to him by no means unlikely 
that the' Ameer was in league with the officers, in which 
case the issue might well be the setting up of Khundee 
Rao and his own death. The anticipation and prevention 
of such a design he thought could not be too early taken 
care of. Having his head full of these groundless and 
unworthy suspicions, he began to plot for administering 
poison to the Ameer, whom he looked upon as tiie author 
of the intrigue: for he reflected that, if the Ameer 
meditated any further treachery, he was himself in bis 

(3) The mutinous troops hoisted the standard of Khundee Rao, and 
used his name while they held him as a hostage, and Jiiswunt Kao’s 
suspicions were, therefore, justly excited, nor was it inconsistent with 
the Ameer’s character to have suggested this course to the Afghans. 
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power, and ISO long' as the Ameer’s life were spared, Ms 
own salvation from the effects of his hatred was hopeless. 
Thns throwing away the fear of God, and discarding the 
recollection of the Ameer’s past services and kindnesses, 
he bribed a Khidmutkar of his own, by tempting offers, to 
undertake to get rid of his old associate in arms, and he 
gave him some poison wrapped np in a paper for th& 
purpose. 

The plan was, that this man should get himself enter- 
tained by the Ameer upon some deceitful tale, and then 
watch his opportunity to administer the poison. The 
IChidmutkar was to have a village of five thousand 
rupees, besides a sum of money down. The man keep- 
ing the poison about him, came, to the Ameer one day, 
and complained that the Muharaj had dismissed him 
without fault.- He said, he looked upon the Ameer as 
his only protector, and desired to be admitted to Ms 
service, that so he might obtain a livelihood. The Ameer 
took pity on the man, and entertained him. The Khid- 
mutkar, however, was employed on services which gave 
Mm no access to the kitchen, or to the private chambers, 
where he would have had the opportunity of effecting 
Ms -purpose, accordingly he left the Ameer’s service, 
and went back to the Muharaj, and told him, he had 
been serving the Ameer some time, but had found no 
opportunity of doing what he had undertaken. ■ The 
Muharaj was silent, but reflected that the only way 
apparently of effecting, his purpose, was % dealing 
with the confidential servants of the. Ameer. Revolv- 
ing this in his mind, he desired his companions to tell 
him, if there were any very young men confidentially 
employed about the Ameer, for perhaps such a person' 
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might be gained to their purpose; They told the Muha- 
raj there was a Khidmutkar named Khooshala, ("’) a hoy 
of Marhatta origin, who would most likely be open 'to a 
bribe; The Muharaj sent for Khooshala, and asked him 
if he was confidentially employed about the Ameer, for” 
said he, “some evil disposed persons have been sowing ill- 
will between us, and I wish you to put something into 
his food which will restore us to perfect cordiality. If 
you will do this, you shall have a village of five thousand 
rupees and a ball of gold.” The boy said he would speak 
first to his mother, which the Muharaj allowed. The, 
Khidmutkar was, however, faithful : and uninfluenced by 
these magnificent promises gave a hint of the thing to 
the Ameer, saying, he thought his duty required he should 
advise him, to be careful how he ate what might come 
from tlie Muharaj. The Ameer inquired into the parti- 
culars, telling Khooshala to speak out without reserve. 
The than at first hesitated, and would only say that he had 
given warning, and that ought to suffice ; but at last he 
was brought to tell the whole. The Ameer being well 
. pleased with the man’s fidelity, told him to go back, to 
the Muharaj, and to say.,that he had consulted his mother, 
and she had consented, and advised bis entering into the 
scheme. The Khidmutkar did so, and undertook the 
execution of the project, whereupon the Muharaj 
gave him some deadly poison wrapped up in a paper, 

' and the man brought it immediately to the Ameer, who 
tried it and kept it by him, and repented him of the 
devotion he had shown to one so faithless and capable 
of such black designs. He tlien went to the Muharaj, 
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and in a private conference, lironglit tlie matter to the 
test by saying, that he had got from a skilfal physician 
some -medicine which had so wonderfully improved his 
strength, that there was no describing the effect it had 
produced. The Muharaj asked for some of it, and the 
Ameer said he would himself show him how it was to be 
taken, for the physician’s description of the mode of 
administering it was so complicated, that there would 
otherwise be some mistake. The Muharaj, who yet 
suspected nothing, assented, and the Ameer produced 
accordingly the deadly poison he had with him, wrapped 
up in a piece of cloth for the pnrpose. The Muharaj no 
sooner set eyes upon the nnadministered poison, than the 
-sight made its impression on his heart, and in the extre- 
mity of his shame the appearance of life and sense left his 
eyes. The Ameer then began his reproaches, and said — 
“ Am I to believe you thus unniindful of past obligations 
and lost to the fear of Divine vengeance! Is this the re- 
ward you had prepared for all my labors and services ?” 
The Muharaj, who was a master of hypocrisy, and not 
•.wanting in readiness and presence of mind, said,' with his 
eyes filled with tears, “ My enemies have been plotting 
to create mischief between us, and to dash the cup of 
friendship against the stone of hate, so that the wine 
of good, will and affection should be spilled upon the 
ground past recovery. I have never sought any thing 
but your love, and have studied only to give you satis- 
faction, nor am I one to forget while I live the many, 
favors I have experienced, and the obligations I owe 
you.” The Ameer not choosing to pursue the matter 
further, was silent, and the Muharaj in his heart repented, 
and was a prey to self-reproach, and towards the Ameer 
behaved with all imaginable kindness. The two Chiefs 
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I *. 

accordingly prosecuted tlieir- inarch together in apparent 
good will, takihg the road by Bura Nurayuna(*) to Mal- 
poora, (^) in the Jyepoor country. 


These events happened in the Hejira year 1221 . 


0 (')■ 

(3)' A. D. 1800, 2lst March, to 1807, 10th March. This date also 
is one year in advance. April 1800 is the latest date that can be assigned 
to any'event here related. . ■ • ^ ' 


BOOK THE SEVENTH. 


WAK OP JYPOOR AND JOUDHPOOR FOR THE 
OODEEPOOR PRINCESS — THE AMEER’S CONCERN 
THEREIN. 


CHAPTER I. 


A. D. 180G. 

May to December. 

MuJiaraj Hollcur proceeds to PooTcur, near Ajmeer, and 
sends for his family from Joudhpoor—Intervieio 
with Man Sinyh, the: Joudhpoor Raja, then on his 
way to marry the daughter of the Ra?ia of Oodee- 
poor — The marriage broken off by the Rana upon 
a quarrel, and the Princess affianced to the Jypoor 
Raja — TFar between Joudhpoor. and Jypoor in 
consequence. 

TVhile tbeMuharaj was at Labor, Raja Man Singh, {*) 
of J ondhpoor, entered into negociation with Rana Bheem 
Singh, (■) of Oodeepoor, to procure his own marriage with 
the Rana’s daughter, though she had been already betrothed 
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to Eaja Blieem.Singb, (*) liis first cousin, and predeces- 
sor in the Raj. The Rana gave his assent, but a quar- 
rel soon after arose between the two* Rajpoot Princes, 
in consequence of Man Singh’s ejecting one Kishwm 
Singii, ( ) a petty Chief of Khalee-Rao, -who was con- 
nected distantly with the Oqdeepoor familfy and whose 
ancestors, indeed, had got the grant of 'the place as 0 
marriage portion from those of the Rana, This act the 
Rana resented, and opened immediately a negociation 
for the marriage of his daughter with* Jypoor. He told 
Raja Jugut Singh (3) that his consent had never been 
given to.the marriage with Raja Man Singh, and he had 
no wish or intention of- the kind, and he begged the Raja 
to send people to assist in defending the Ghats towards 
Joudhpbov. Raja Jugut Singh-- hearing most favorable 
reports of the beauty of the Princess, cdnceived a great 
desire for the match, -and sent one Khooshal Singh, (‘^) his 
Harogah,:, with a force, to conclude, arrangements for the 
purpose. The Darogah took the guard of the hill passes, 
and procuring a good miniature of the young Princess 
sent it to Raja Jugut Singh. (^) 

The Jypoor Raja was enamoured of the Princess directly 
he set eyes on the picture : C^) be became uneasy at longer 


(i) The beauty of Kishen Koamaree, whicli was tbe name of tliis 
jll-Vated Princess, is univeisally extolled, and there cannot be a better 
evidence tba'n'.the Ameer, the adviser of her death. Women should die 
vonne' and by violent means, if they desire the reputation of Iheii- beau- 
ty to live wilb'posteiity. The interest felt for this Princess is partici- 
pated by Hindoos, Mooslims, and Europeans. Her story deserves well 
to be commemorated in a Meld-drama. >' 

(®) Two pages of hyperbolical verses in praise of the young lady 
and'ber picture follow : they are quite untranslateable. 
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separation from the idol of his imagination/ and her image 
was ever present to his thoughts. 

Raja Man Singh, of Joudhpoor, heard of this double 
dealing of the. Rana of Oodeepoor, and complained first 
to DoulutRao Sindheea^ mthiii whose Soobadaree Jondh- 
pbor was, and who happened then to he in Mewar, pray- 
ing him to prevent such a slight being put upon his Raj. 
Doulut Rao proceeded to Oodeepoor(^) inconsequence, 
and sent away Kbooshal Singh, the J^qroor Darogba, 
^vith the guards, into whose keeping the passes had been 
assigned. But Raja Jugut Singh, was bent on bringing 
about the marriage with himself,' and instead of giving 
'up the design, left no stone unturned to effect his -purpose. 
No sooner was Doulut-Rao’s back turned, than he sent 
a Moosaheb, (companion) of his own, one Race Rutun 
Lai, (^) with a fresh part)', to secure the Ghats again. 
Raja Man Singh upon this consulted Sewaee Singh, the 
Sirdar of Phookurun, (3) a dependency of Joudhpoor, and 
one of his relations. This Sirdar, who was at bottom no 
friend of Man Singh, but had sown in the field of 
his heart the seeds of desire for his' ruin, seeing the 
Raja’s temper of mind, and thinking the occasion might 
be inade 'to answer his inward purpose, gave advice 
to the following effect, — “ It is,” he said, “ a slight 
and an injury such as ought never to be put up with, 
that a lady once afiianced to the head of this State (*) 


(*) The Jypoor detachment was driven ont of Oodeepoor in June, 
1806 , and Doulut Rao remained a month in the valley of.Oodeepoor, 
enforcing most oppressive contributions. He was at this time tbe'de- 
cided partizan of Raja Man Singh, but in the war which ensned his 
Generals were on the Jypoor side, and Ambajee Inglia then his Minis- 
ter, will be found in the camp of Raja Jugut Singh aiding actively liis 
cause. 
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should be given to tlie head of another. It is a national 
affair, and amongst Rajas there cannot be a greater 
insult.” Thus did this Sirdar fan the flame of the Raja’s 
resentment, and pour oil into the fire of his jealousy, until 
the Raja determined at last to take the field with his 
troops, in order to be revenged for the indignity. Making 
a forced march, he came a distance of fifty kos at once to 
BusaTcoon, close by Pooshkur, (Pookur)(’) and sent one 
Induraj his Bukhshee, C) or General, with troops, to stop 
thO Jypoor retinue, which was already on march to Oodee- 
poor, and had got to Shahpoora. (^) The Bukhshee 
arriving at Shahpoora, advised the detachment to return; 
telling the Commandant, that if he did not, he was pre- 
pared to use force to c’ompell it. Raee Rutun Lai, who 
was a peaceable man of sense and experience, being' with 
the Jypoor party, persuaded the troops to return’.td Jy- 
poor, and himself came over to Pookur, availing him- 
self of Juswunt Rao Holkur’s arrival there, as if he 
Went to wait upon him.' ; The Muharaj had come, accom- 
panied by the Ameer, to Malpoora, in the Jypoor country, 
“and. had dispatched -the Ameer to Jypoor to make further 
arrangements with that- Court, after, which proceeding 
with a light force of one or two thousand horse, he 
liim'self turned off. to> Pookur, in, advance of his army. 
Here he had an interview with Raja Man Singh, and 
sent for his family, which, while on route to Labor, he 
had left at joudhpoor for security. The main body of his 
troops were , at Hurmara, (■‘»);‘a long march in the rear, 
when the Muharaj entered Pookur. It was. at this 
time, that Race Rutun'-Lal came from Shahpoora,.. and 
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■waited upon tte Muliaraj and like'wise upon Raja Man 
^ Singh. His good sense led him to see ;the absurdity of 
the two Rajas going to war upon such a quarrel, and he, 
accordingly, negociated an accommodation with Raja 
Man Singh on these terms, that both Rajas should give 
up the Oodeepoor Princess, and that Raja Jugut Singh 
should marry Raja Man Singh’s daughter, and give his 
ovm sister in return to the Joudbpoor Raja. 

In the mean time the Ameer having arranged the 
matter of the tribute at Jypoor, left the main body of his 
troops there, and came with a few attendants to Pookur 
in all haste. He immediately waited upon the Muharaj, 
and Raja Man Singh hearing of his arrival, asked the 
Muharaj to introduce him to his presence also. The - 
Muharaj reporting the Joudhpoor Raja’s wish, asked the 
Ameer!s pleasure on the subject, when the Ameer said — 

“ That must depend on the manner in which the Raja 
shall propose to receive me. The Raja must give me 
the meeting of honor, (Istuqbal) and receive me ■with all 
attention. I will not see him on the terms you do, with a’ 
crowd of persons knocking their turbands on the ground, 
and without return of proper respect on the Raja’s part.” 
The Muharaj thinking it; to be derogatory to himself for 
the Ameer to be received with more ceremony than he 
was, threw cold water on the proposition, and told .the 
Raja, that the Ameer was always in difficulty with his 
mutinous troops, who were clamorous Tor pay, and being 
Afghans,- ’ very difficult to manage. “ God knows,” said 
he to the Raja, “ whether something unpleasant might 
not happen at the very time of his interview with you 
and thus he put off the introduction of the Ameer for the 
time, telling the Raja further, that so long as he himself 
and the Raja were on good terms, and the Am eer and he 
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. were one, ' the formal presentation of the latter ivas 
. unnecessary. The Muharaj, on the other hand, told tbe 
'Ameer, that the Ilaja (*) would not receive him on. the 

terms -he desired. The Ameeir thereupon said “By 

the .blessing of God I, aim myself at Empire, and God 
M'illing, I will make this Raja receive me as I desire, by 
the power of the sword;” ; 

Muliaraj Holkur settled the tribute of Jypoor with Race 
Rutun Lai at ten lakhs of rupees : hut by a separate secret 
article it was agreed, jhat a further like sum should be 
paid, on the Muharaj’s army leaving the Jypoor. country 
and enteringKotah. ;This was a special. consideration for 
withholding assistance from Raja Man Singh,^ Having so 
adjusted this affair, the. Muharaj sent the Ameer to Jypoor 
to make sure of the money and complete arrangements. 
The Ameer accordingly- went to Jypoor. arid encamped 
near the city. Some Moosahebs of the Raja came to 
negociate with him about the forms of his reception at the 
Durbar. The Ameer insisted that the' Raja himself 
should., give him the Istuqbal, (or honorary meeting) 
and receive him with all respect, and upou'that condition 
he should be happy to wait upon him. The Raja at first 
’objected, but at last,' out of respect for the Ameer’s 
reputation and credit in the world, -he agreed ; accord- 
ingly, he came out of the gate to receive him, rind 
thence conducted him with all.due ceremony to -the hall of 
audience in his palace. -The Ameer staid some days at 
Jyp.oor, and received the money in full, as promised" to 
Juswunt Rao Holkur. ' ; He besides agreed to a transfer 


(‘) There are not' in all Hindoostan more diffic'iilt courts to arrange a 
point of etiquette with, than these three', 'Oodeepoor, Jypoor, and Jondh- 
poor. They expect the most servile obeisance from all who approach 
them.'- 
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of tlie perguna of Tonk to Jypoor for two lakhs more, 
to be paid in a year, and then left Raee Himmut Raee 
to ssettle. the remaining money arrangements. The 
Ameer on this occasion made acquaintance with a con- ■ 
nesion of the same race, his preceptor’s son, by, name 
Mohummnd r Ayaz Khan, (•) who was in the Raja’s 
service, and cultivated an intimacy with him. A nego- 
ciation was carried on in secret between him and the 
Ameer, originating in a proposition of the Khan, to* 
give his daughter in marriage to the Ameer, to which, 
in consideration of the high respectability of that family, 
the Ameer agreed. The Khan accordingly went back 
with the Ameer, and was presented to the Muharaj 
at Pookur, and the- arrangements were made for the 
celebration of the marriage at the/sacred city of Ajnieer, 
which is only three kos from Pookur. It was. there 
that the pearl of chastity, who is a glory to both families, . 
was united in -holy matrimony with the Ameer, and 
.several days were spent in. rejoicings. Soon after this, 
the Ameer took his leave of the Muharaj, in order to go 
to Sheergurh (^)' in Kotah, to bring away the members 
of his family, who had taken refuge there during the 
troubles of the war. At his audience of leave he gave 
it as his advice to the Muharaj, that after realizing the 
Jypoor tribute, and so releasing Khundee Rao, who was 
the hostage for a payment to the troops as before stated, 
the Muharaj should unite his forces,with,the; Joudhpoor 
Raja, who had claims upon/' him for receiving his family 
at the risk of giving umbrage to the English ; this he 
said,' would be the most creditable course for him to take 
before the world. .The Muharaj who had received 
money on the condition of going' off towards Kotah, and 
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abandoning ;Ilaja Man Singh, and had concluded engage^ 
ments to this effect with Raee HutunXial, avoided folIo'W') 
ing. the Ameer’s advice, bat concealing his real motive, 
said,' he could not stay where he was an instant longer, 
so much was he troubled by the importunities of the 
troops. The Ameer pressed the thing much, and pointed 
out that there would be discredit incurred before the world 
in deserting Raja Man Singh ; still the Muharaj could 
not.be brought round. Having, indeed, realized ten 
lakhs of rupees from Raee Rutun Lai, and agreed to march 
towards ICotah, in consideration of gettiug a second ten 
lakhs, he was bent on moving in that direction, that with 
the: money he might get , Khundee.Rao out of the hainds 
of the troops. He accordingly gave . the Ameer a lakh 
of rupees when he took bis leave, and the Ameer wrote 
to his troops to move from Digee in J'ypoor,'(0. where 
they were encamped, assigning MnuzimabadO as the. 
place of general rendezvous, where he proposed to meet 
them himself, after bringing his family from Sheergurh, 
preparatory • to a march into Kotah. The meeting took 
place according to this plan, and the Anieer gave the 
troops assignments on Jypoor in liquidation of their 
arrears. Thence marching by Lawab, Saknan,. and 
Basee, (3) be came to Madhoopoor, ('^) and crossed the 
Chumbul by the Ghat there, after which, plundering a 
convoy of Bunjaras by the way, be came to Sbeeopoor, (^) 
and encamped. , 

- - In the mean time Muharaj Holkur having borrow- 
ed -from Raja -Man Singh five -hundred horse for a 
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body guard, induced him to return, to Joudhpoor, and 
then himself went to Hurmara, where the main body of 
his army was encamped, taking these horse with him; 
There he paid to the troops the , money realized - upon 
the Jypoor hoondees, and so recovered the person of 
KJiundee Rao. He then sent the brigades towards In- 
dor. The Jypoor Authorities began, however, to look 
with jealousy upon the presence of the five hundred 
Rathor horse with the Muharaj, thinking, that there 
must be some private understanding between him and 
the Joudhpoor Raja, and fancying that the purpose 
was, that they should suddenly carry off the Oodeepoor 
Princess to Joudhpoor, and that Jus wont -Rao Hol- 
kur was to aid and abet this violence. Suspecting 
iis designs, therefore, the Jypoor Raja received 'into 
bis service several of the dismissed Afghan officers, such 
as Meet Mukhdoom of Hyderabad, “Wajid Khan,' Kboda 
Bukhsh, Meet Sudur-oo-Deen of Sarungpoor, Meer 
Murdan XJIee, and the Nuwab Khanjehan, with others, 
who had been paid up and had taken their discharge in 
discontent after the conclusion of peace with the English. 
jPurthermorej Raja Man Singh no sooner returned to 
Joudhpoor than Sewaee Singh of Phookunm, and Raja 
Sobmt Singh (*) of Bikaneer, both his secret enemies, 
under the cloak of friendship, set themselves again to 
work upon His jpride, and pouring oil oh the flame of his 
discontent, persuaded him that he had been oyer-reached 
by Race Rutun Lai, and that it was beneath him to agree 
to a double marriage with Jypoor on equal terms, and to 
give up his claims to the Oodeepoor Princess, with whom 
he had been first affianced, and more especially, that it 
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was degrading and derogatpr}’ to yield such a point from 
considerations of fear. ’^Hiile these two '’Chiefs were 
thus spiriting up Raja Man Singh to mischief, they se- 
cretly wrote to advise Raja Jugul Singh to espouse the 
cause of Dhokul Singh, .(’) Man . Singh’s nephew, who 
was the true heir of the Raj, and who, they said, could 
depend on themselves and a large party amongst , the 
Joudhpoor nobles, and thus Man Singh might be driven 
from his Musnud. By instigations of this kind, the fire of 
discord was again lighted between the two Rajas, and war 
commenced. . . , •' 

*• » > ■ j 

Raja Jugut Singh determining on the invasion of 
Joiidhpoor, sent Laia Mehtab Raee(®) and Mohummud 
Ghufoor Khan, (^) to beg the Ameer’s aid to his cause. 
They came to him at Sheeopoor. While, however, they 
were in treaty with the Ameer, Moonuwur Khan, Umur 
Khan, Jumsheed Khan, and some other officers, who had . 
b.een paid by checks on Jypoor, which had not been ho- 
nored, came back, bringing Raee Himmut Raee’ along 
with them, and set themselves to raise a tumult in camp. 
These men, persuading some others to join with them, got 
the Ameer’s person in their power, and sat Dhurna upon 
him, thus obscuring with a temporary, halo , the bright 
moon of his auspiciqus‘fortuhe. .Such, was. the, severity 
they used towards him, that it is a wonder he outlived it. 
The Ameer seeing no means of settling with the malcon- 
tents, and finding it to be impossible to send away his 
family to Sheergurh again, as he. desired, and to continue 
the negociations >ith Jypoor'while these severities last- 
ed, determined on a resort to stratagem... and deceit. 
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He pretended, therefore, for three or four days to he ill, 
and began to make frequent visits to the privy at unusual 
hours ; and one night having got a servant named Hyat 
to be in "wait there for him, he changed clothes with him 
and sent him hack with the guard, and then watching his 
opportunit}% slit the kunats or walls of the tent, and jump- 
ing over another fence of the same kind, got into the 
tents where his family lived. Putting them quickly into 
palkees, while he mounted His horse himself, he slipped 
with them unperceived out of a corner of the camp, and 
immediately crossing the Chumbul at a ford close by, 
found himself in safety ; for he had suggested to Muhum- 
med Tvoor Khan,0 the Kota Raja’s Vakeel, to post a 
battalion of the troops of that state to gpiard the ghats on 
that side of the river, and to them he went. Desiring 
them, therefore, to keep on the watch, so as to prevent 
pursuit, the Ameer got into the fort of Malweeah, (") 
which was about a kos off. "When the mutineers of the 
army discovered in the morning that they had only Hyat 
the khidmutkar under duress, a great tumult arose. The 
Ameer sent word for those who were faithful and obedient 
to encamp separate from the malcontents, preparatory to 
the latter being dealt with according to their deserts. On 
receiving tWs order, Dara Shah Khan (^) and some other 
Rampoor Surdars, who had before made their peace with 
the Ameer, went and encamped separately, and a large 
proportion of the army followed them. Atlast Jumsheed 
Khan, Umur Khan, and the other Afreedees who were 
at the head of the mutiny, submitted, and with all humility 


A; d\.« ( ) Perhaps Palee will be the place intended. 
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deprecating- the Ameer’s vengeance, entered into tlie most 
holemn promises aiid engagements, to ^yhich Uiey swore on 
the Koran, that they would never again reaprt to Dhurna. 
Order and discipline were thus restored, and the Ameer 
returned to the command.. He then sent the army to Pooree 
Shahabad(') under his nephew .AJimed Khan, and having 
brought his arrangements with Jypoor to a settlement, 
and agreed to afford his military service in the coming war 
on that side, he sent back Raee Himmut Raee to Jypoor 
along with the Vakeels,- and himself took his family, to 
Sheergurh ; after which, he had an interview with Raj- 
Rana Zalim Singh, (“) and staid , with him' six weeks. 
Raee Data Ram, (^) son of Raee Himmut Raee, had been 
waiting at Seronj during the Ameer’s long absence in tlie 
operations which took him to Labor : he now came over, 
and was introduced to the Ameer along with his cousin 
Laid Bhooanee Proshad, (^) and both were entertained by 
the Ameer as moonshees, that is in the Secretary’s oflSce, 
but they got leave to return first to their homes. 

The Ameer having placed his family again in Sheer- 
gurh, marched to rejoin his troops, and was encamped 
three kos from Kotah, when Chimna Bhao came to him 
from Muharaj Juswunt Rao Holkur, urging him with 
all earnestness, to side with Baja Man Singh. Along 
with him came Jeetmul (^) Moovshee on that Raja’s 
part, offering a large sura of money and country yielding 
several lakhs of rupees, on - condition of his thro\vlng 
tip his engagement with Jypoor, and entering into 
terms with his master. The Ameer said he had already 
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pledged himself to Raja Jugut Singh, and it ■was 
impossible for him to break. the engagementhe had con- 
tracted. Raja Man Singh’s and the Muharaj’s Vukeels 
despairing of success in their designs, took leave upon this< 
In the mean time Ahmed Kdian, .the Ameer’s nephew, 
(sister’s son) had taken the army round to the Lakheree 
Ghat (*) from Pooree Shahabad, under instructions to the 
effect from the Ameer : there the Ameer joined his troops, 
and his army was further reinforced by NamdarKhan,(’) 
Imam Bukhsh, (^) and Shuhamut , Khan, (‘^) (Kureem 
Khan’s son) Pindaras, who came upon his invitation from 
Malwa. Kureem Khan himself was in confinement, hav- 
ing fallen into Sindheea’s power, which, prevented his 
dlso joining the Ameer. From Lakheree the force thus 
collected, moved to Samhhur. (^) , 

The Muharaj, who was at Hurmara, in the J ypoor coun- 
try, brooding over the recent defection of his officers, and 
thinking himself and his power, and even lifeiusecure, while 
Khundee Rao lived to be set up by the factious in his place, 
caused poison to be administered to his nephew, and so 
destroyed him. The Ameer hearing of this cruelty, deter- 
mined to avoid a present interview with the Muharaj : but 
Juswunt Rao no sooner heard of the Ameer’s arrival at 
Sambhur than he plotted to take him off by treachery, and 
wrote to beg that he would come 'svithafew attendants and 
give him a meeting, leaving his army where it was. His 
notion was that, since, now peace existed with the English, 
the Ameer went on raising troops, and even winning 
over his own officers, not being bound like himself to 
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reduce his army, and apparently not inclined to do so, it 
would be impossible for him to resist the Ameer’s just 
demand of half his possessions; consequently 'dhat his 
only resource and hope was to get rid of his old associate 
in arras, by fair or ^oul means ; and he laid his plan to 
effect this at the meeting to which he invited him. The 
Ameer, whose conduct and diaracter within and without 
were clear as the spotless sun, guessed not the Muharaj’s 
purpose, and was preparing to meet him as requested, 
but a casual tumult from some clamorous unpaid troops 
prevented his going, and the day was lost in squabbling 
and disputing with them. Towards evening, the Ameer 
set off with one thousand horse from Sambhur, and came 
to Hurmara about the middle of the night, the distance 
being eight or nine kos. For want of any other assigned 
place to alight in, he at once went with all his Suwaree 
to the Muharaj’s tents, and leaving his men all round 
about, sought ,;an interview with him. In consequence 
of his coming thus unexpectedly, and at such an hour the 
Muharaj’s treacherous purpose was entirely defeated. 
Having obtained an interview, the Ameer (') stated, that 
his opinion was, that the Muharaj ought never to have given 
up the friendship .of Raja Man Singhpwho had received 
his family during the war with the English, and that even 
now he should hold by that Chief. The Muharaj replied 
; — “The troops have used me infamously, and I cannot 
stay with them an instant, more particularly the men who 
have gone over to Jypoor and taken service with Raja J ugut 
•Singh, my life would not be safe ^from those ruffians, were 
I to remain here and make my peace with Raja Man 
Singh.” Then, turning short in his conversation, he asked 


%lie Ameer asserts the failing of Jnswant Rao’s purpose 
(’) there is Too- .much appearance of design to gain him 

to be accidentalV^j innocence au^ simplicity, 
credence 
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the Ameer, “ And yon, -why do yon go on adding to your 
army 1 what is the object of these new levies 1 where is 
the enemy to cope with? and where the resources to pay 
them ?” The Ameer replied, “ Men of high ambition 
never abandon their purpose : they yield neither to time, 
nor to place, nor to circumstance; God is the dispenser of 
bounties and the disposer of all events. Recollect when you 
yourself first met me, what then was the condition of 3"our 
army and of your resources ? The glory and the state 
)'ou have attained have been the gift of God, as the reward 
of your high ambition and pertinacity of purpose. It is 
now my turn to see what Providence has in store for me.” 
There was much matter for deep reflection in these few 
words of the Ameer, and the Muharaj reading their mean- 
ing, said cunningly, “ If yon intend to continue in the 
pursuit of these ambitious designs, j'ou must now separate 
from me in public as in' quarrel, so that our enemies and 
the world in'general may see that your continuing to raise 
troops is a source of dissatisfaction and displeasure to me, 
and not done with my concurrence or sanction. We may 
still understand one another in case of occasion arising for 
us to rejoin our forces.” The Ameer agreed, and said he 
would observe that course; but he added, “My last ad- 
vice is that you join Raja Man Singh, leaving me to take 
the side of Raja Jngut Singh in this war. We should by 
that means turn the conflict to our own purposes, spinning 
it out at pleasure, till the resources of both were exhaust- 
ed, and till both were.in our power.” The Muharaj said, 
“ As I said before so I repeat, that part is impossible 
for me now ; but do you go over to Man Singh in my 
room.” The Ameer said, that he was already under 
compact with Raja Jngut Singh, and could not retreat 
without dishonor to the Afghan name. : The Muharaj 
was silent. After this, when the Ameer took his formal 
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leave in open Durbar, harsb words passed between him 
and the Muliaraj, and so to the time when the Ameer 
mounted bis Palkee as in high displeasure. The Muharaj 
running on foot some paces along side took bold of the 
feet of it, and made a show of endeavouring to soothe and 
appease the Ameer. The Ameer, however, pretended 
not to listen, but returned immediately to Sarabhur 
to his , own army, and nioved it next day to Danta 
Kamgurh, in Jypoor, where he remained a few days. 
In the mean time, the . Muharaj marched by Sbabpoora 
through Mewar to ludor. These events happened in the 
Hejira year 1222. (*) 


* j C) 

(*) A. D, 1807, nth March to arih February, 1808, Stillin advance 
cue season. 
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A. D. 1807. 

January to June. 

Raja Jugut Singh, with the Ameer in company, moves 
against Joudhpoor, is opposed hy Raja Man Singh 
on the frontier — The Jondhpoor Thahoors desert the 
Raja, who is defeated and flies to Jondhpoor — Raja 
Jugut Singh inirsites and invests Jondhpoor, conceives 
evil suspicions of the Ameer, which lead to a breach 
of their friendship. ^ 

Seeing tbe youtli of Raja Jugut Singh, and tlie weak- 
ness of Oodeepoor, Dewan Raee Chund, (*) who managed 
affairs at Jypoor, was encouraged' by tbe prospects of 
Dhokul Singh, who had tbe preferable title to Man 
Singh Q to the Musnud of - Joudhpoor, and by tbe pro- 


C) 

(-) Raja Man Singh succeeded to the throne of Marwar in 1804 , 
upon the death of Raja Bheem Singh, the son of Bijye Singh, This 
inexorable Chief bad nearly exterminated tbe family, and was besieging 
Man Singh himself in Jhalor, when he died suddenly under strong sus- 
picion of poison. Man Singh was hl« first cousin, and was at once ele- 
vated to the Guddee by the Rathor Chiefs, but Bheem Singh had left 
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inise of aid from Siwaee Singli of Pbookurun, and Soorui 
Singh of Bikaneer, and other Rathor Sirdars, to lend him:- 
self to. the Oodeepoor match, in the hope that it would 
benefit his Raj, the occasion seeming so favorable for the 
attack of Joudhpoor. If Man Singh could be deposed, 
and Dhokul Singh, who was a child, be placed on the' 
Mnsnud, it seemed to Raee Chand, that his influence 
would rule both principalities, besides having the ascen- 
dancy at Oodeepoor, through the marriage of the Raja 
with tlie Princess. The Dewan therefore urged the 
young Raja to draw out his army against Joudhpoor, 
spiriting him up with romantic fancies suited to his 
years. Raja Jugut Singh accordingly left Jypoor with a 
large army, and marched to Kho-Khundla, in the She- 
khawatee(‘) country.' Including all descriptions of troops; 
viz. tlie household and special troops of the Raja, the 
quotas of his Thakoors, Siwaee Singh’s Rathors, and 
Soorut Singh’s troops from Bikaneer, with other auxilia- 
ries, added to which was Bala Rao’s division of Sindheea’s 
army, and the Hydurabad Putbans who had left Holkur, 
and withal the Ameer’s army, including his new levies and 
associates, the entire force set in motion by Jypoor on 
this occasion, cannot be computed at less than three hun- 
dred thousand men, horse and foot. The Ameer left 


a widow, pregnant, from wliom Dlioknl Siogli was born. The infant was 
sent at its birth, in a basket, to Siwaee Singh of.Phookiirun, who con- 
cealed it for two years, and then avowed to the assembled Chiefs the 
existence of the child, and claimed Nagor to be set apart as a domain 
for bim. Man Singh promised compliance if the mother avowed the 
infant. It is said, that she disowned it. Siwaee Singh then sent the 
cliild to be brought up at Klietree in the Shekliawatee country,’ to be out 
of the Raja’s way. The young man is now an exile at Dehlee, dependent 
irpon the generosity of the .Chiefs of that neighbourhood, /or common 
maintenance. ‘ The Biitisli Government lias always refused to recognize 
his claims. He mnst have been only tiiree years old when his cause 
was espoused by Jypoor, in the manner here stated. 
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Sambliar ■with his light troops to join his main body at 
Danta Ramgurh, not far from where the Jypoor forces 
were collected. Upon his joining and taking the com- 
mand, there -was some negociation about the ceremonial 
of his presentation to the Uaja. The distance between 
the encampments was three or four kos, and it was finally 
settled that the two Chiefs should start at the same time, 
and so meet on elephants midway. The meeting having 
thus taken place, the Raja took the Ameer along with him 
to his tents, ’hnd both alighted at a large tent prepared 
for the purpose, the Raja treating his guest with all atten- 
tion, and causing nautch girls, and singers, and dancers 
to exhibit before him during the interview. Then sending 
for the Ameer to his own tent, he consulted him about the 
war, and the manner in which his assistance should be 
rendered. The Ameer said, ‘‘Recollect! I do not join 
you as a soldier entertained in your service, but make 
war upon Raja Man Singh (*) on my own account. I 
shall thus act as your auxiliary, giving all the benefit to 
your cause that I may.” The Raja agreed to receive the 
Ameer’s co-operation on this footing, and the Ameer 
took his leave, and returned to his tents. 

Raja Man Singh was not neglectful of the precautions 
necessary for the defence of his throne and country, but 
came with the special troops of his Raj, and the quotas of 
bis Thakoors and auxiliaries, to the number altogether of 
fifty or sixty thousand’horse and foot, to Purbut-Sur, (') in 
the hills which form the boundary of his territory, and there 


(’) The advance of the Jypoor forces towards the position occupied 
by Raja Man Singh and the Bathers, took place towards the end of 
February, or in the beginning of March, 1807. 

' ' lu tlie tills west of the Sambhur lake. 

2 R ' 
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army breaks up. 


encamped. Raja Jugnt Singli hearing of this, sent vord (o 
tlie Ameer, and gave the order for his oAvn army to inarch. 
It happened that Jumsheed Khan, Umur Khan, Kuruni 
Ulee Khan, and other Afreedee Sirdars, were then 
sitting JDlmrna on. the Ameer for their arrears, and, 
having his person in their ponder, they both refused 
themselves to march, and detained him. The Ameer 
therefore sent the Rampoof Sirdars, and others who were , 
faithful and obedient, to accompany Raja Jugut Singh, 
and they went on to Purbutsur. The two armies had 
n,ot come to action before the Ameer, having brought the 
Afreedee Rusaladars and other mutineers to listen to 
reason, came up also by forced marches, and joining 
Raja J ugut Singh, took his share in the operations 
against the Joudhpoor Raja. Svrjee Rao Ghatkeahad 
been detached by Raja Jngut Singh to make collections 
in Oodeepoor, and be took the opportunity to plunder 
Palee (*) and other places under Joudhpoor : intelligence 
of which reaching Raja Man Singh, he detached a party of 
the JalorQ horse, with some of those he most trusted; 
to check this incursion. These ti’oops, however, being 
tampered with by Siwaee Singli and the Bikaneer Raja, 
deserted their colours at the very moment of proceeding 
on. this service, and came over and ranged themselves on 
the side of Raja Jugut Singh. Seeing their perfidy, and 
uncertain how far it might extend. Raja Man Singh broke 
up bis camp, and fled (^) with only three or four thousand 








(=) 




( 3 ) Raja Man Singli fled to Meertlia on the 14th- March, 1807, 
according to the report of these events forwarded to tlie Bengal Goyern- 
nient far the Residentat Rehlie. There is no material difference in the 
two accounts. The Jypoor Raja was at Purbutsur on f «^h 

and is stated to have alienated Ameer Khan by a demand for the booty 
taken in the pursuit. 
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horse, to Joudhpoor, sacrificing his artillery, tents, snpplies, 
and all his state equipages, and paraphernalia. His silver 
houda and palkee, and the Mahee Maratib, were taken by 
the Ameer’s men, the rest fell a prey to the Jypoor 
troops. The Ameer was sent by the Jypoor Raja in 
pursuit, and followed towards Meertha, as far as Bukh- 
ree. (') Here he was met by hurkarus, who told him that 
although the Raja was at Meertha when they came away 
he meant to make no stay there, but was on the point of 
flying to Joudhpoor. The Ameer now reflected that as 
Raja Man Singh was a great Chief, to pursue him further 
and reduce him to greater straights and degradation was 
not a worthy part for him to play, that it was better to let 
him get, away to Joudhpoor. The Ameer accordingly 
wrote to Raja Jugut Singh that Man Singh was at Meer- 
tha, about to retire to Joudhpoor; that after pursuing him 
as far as Bukhree, his (the Ameer’s) horses were knocked 
up, and he had been compelled to halt, till it should be 
determined what next should be done, For my part,” 
the Ameer added, “it seems to me to be no longer neces- 
sary to keep so large a force in the field. I would recom- 
mend that you proceed in person to J oudhpoor, with the 
Bikaneer troops and those “of Siwaee Singh, which will 
be abundantly sufficient to complete the settlement of 
affairs there ; and that you depute me to Oodeepoor to 
finish the marriage arrangements, and discharge the rest of 
the army. If, on the other hand, you prefer going your- 
self to Oodeepoor to celebrate the marriage in person, and 
to bring the Princess to Jypoor, then send me and my troops 
to J oudhpoor, which will equally promote the final settle- 
ment according to your wishes.” Raja Jugut Singh did 
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not at all approve this suggestion, but wrote .for answer; 
.that after going to the trouble and expeiice of collecting 
so large a force, he would see what he could do, and it 
was quite unnecessary* for the Ameer to separate or go on 
ahead,- -that be therefore should fall in with the rest of the 
army. The Ameer accordingly returned from Bukhree 
to Purbutsuf. ' ■ • ( ;T 

Shortly after this, Sheoo Lai Bukhshee, (') an officer 
of the Jypoor State, who at the time of the ■ Ameer’s 
teturn was Sent- with a force of forty or fifty thousand 
horse in' advance against Kaja Alan Singh, and had 
reached 'Beesulpoor, (^) heard there, that all the -Rathors 
were about to collect and- to put on the yellow dress, 
indicative of a determination to fight and die.’ Taking 
alarm at this, he wrote to Raja Jugut Singh for reinforce- 
ments from the Ameer's ' army. Raja Jugut ' Singh 
accordingly sent for the Ameer, and told him how matters 
stood; and 'requested him to march for tlie support of the 
Bukhshee. The men of the Ameer’s army were at this time 
mutinous -for pay, but-the Ameer, reflecting that it would 
be discreditable to allow himself to be detained when 
such a service was before him, started with about fifty 
horse, and sent word to the rest of his troops to follow 
with' ail despatch. At about midnight he found the 
Bukhshee, ;and alighted at the tents of Meer Mukhdoom, 
arid the other Afghan, horse, who bad been taken into 
service by , Jypoor on receiving their discharge from 
Holkur, and there he spent the night. Marching next 
morning,' he went on- to , Joudhpoor, and was joined by 
his troops, who had followed. Kaja Man Singh seeing 
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the sfrengtli of the am}' which came op, withdrew his 
forces, which were encamped at first outside of the town, 
within the walls, and Raja JugutSingh, having established 
garrisons in some of the Joudhpoor Forts, (*) came him- 
self to the capital and invested it on all sides. His own 
troops he posted opposite the' Meertha Gate in Raee 
Bagh. (') The Ameer’s troops at Ukhee Raja’s tank. The 
Shekhawateesand other quotas, with Siwaee Singh’s troops 
on the other sides, and trenches were thrown np every 
where. The J3’poor authority was in the mean time estab- 
lished at Nagor, Meertha, Purbutsnr, and other places 
in Marwar, and Bukhshee Sheeo Lai was emplo}'ed with 
forty thousand horse, making collections in all directions* 
Nothing was left to Raja Man Singh but Joudhpoor itself, 
JaloTjandthefortof Seemaua. (^) , - 

. The trenches had been open against Joudhpoor eight 
days, when Bukhshee Induraj Singee, Sheeonath Singh, 
of Eochaon;(^) and the Sirdars of Meertha, also Sultan 
Singh, of Humaj,(‘’) and Keshuree Singh andBukhtawur 
Singh, of Amboha, (^) represented to the Raja, thatthe ene- 
my was in great strength, and the city was invested on all 
sides, and must be taken in a few days more, when it would 
be given np to pillage". That it would be better therefore for 
the- Raja to allow them to endeavour to save the city, by 
making separate terms with Raja Jugut Singh, that so they 


(‘) .The main body of tlie jypoor army arrived at Joudhpoor, and 
completed the investment of the place on the 1st April, 1807, 
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might overreach him, and get abroad to raise up enemies to 
him from without: that the.Raja might in theinterimtake 
refuge, with those he could best rely upon’, in the fort of 
Joudhpoor, and there hold out, till God, the disposer of 
events, should produce a favorable turn of affairs. Baja 
Man Singh dreading that, if he refused acquiescence in 
their plan, these Chiefs would desert him as the rest 
had done, with the usual infidelity of the Rathors, told 
them to do what they thought best. Accordingly Singee 
Induraj and the rest entered into negociation with Raja 
J Hgiit Singh, and proposed that they should surrender the 
city, and be allowed to go where they pleased. The 
Jypoor Raja granted these terms, and occupied (') and 
established his authority in. the city, while Man Singh 
retired to the fort, aud the Chiefs, headed by Singee 
Indaraj, came and encamped witli the Jypoor army. 
Siege was now laid to the fort of Joudhpoor, and 
several houses of the city being destroyed by the fire 
from the fort, the besiegers prepared a mine ; but as the 
fort was^ strong and on a scarped rock, this mode of 
attack was given up. In the mean time .Bakbsbee Indaraj 
getting away with two thousand horse, shut up the passes 
of the Bukhree hills towards Ajmeer, so as to cut off the 
direct conimunicatiou with Jypoor, Raja Man Singh also 
sent Gholaraee Khan, Afghan, who had been the Ameer’s 
Vukeel witli Tuswunt Rao, and had. subsequently been 
.employed by the- latter on important missions, and was 
now at the Joudhpoor Durbar on the Muharaj’s part, to 
the Ameer secretly, -to ask his aid in his extremity. The 
Ameer could not reconcile it to himself to enter into any 
negociation at that time, and sent back a decided negative. 


(') Tlie town of Joudlipoor was occupied by tLe Jypoor troops on the 
letii April, 1807. '• 
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.While this was passing at Joudhpoor, Bapoo Sindheea, 
Amhajee Inglia, and Jean Baptiste Fnringee, came with 
Doulut Rao’s army to Meertha by Raja Jugut Singh’s 
invitation, and began making collections there, while 
Amhajee came on to Joudhpoor, (’) and was a partaker 
of the Councils of the Durbar. It appeared, that Doulut 
Rao, hearing of the Ameer’s union with Raja J ugut Singh, 
consulted with Amhajee on Ihe subject, and observed 
that as the Ameer was a man of deep designs and high 
ambition, it would not be wise to allow him to med- 
dle with the affairs of Rajisthan, or to establish an influr 
ence there. He enjoined Ambajee, therefore, ‘'to con- 
trive somehow to get him sent away from that scene. 
Ambajee no sooner joined the camp, than he represented'., 
to Raee Chund, the Dewan, and to Siwaee Singh, of 
Phookurun, who were the Raja’s principal advisers, that 
they had not shown much wisdom in admitting the Ameer 
to be a party to. this war, for he had ambition and deep 
designs, and only waited for a favorable opportunity to 
overthrow the Raja’s authority: he instanced also the 
little favor that had been shown to Raja Man Singh in his 
distress by Juswunt Rao Holkur, who was under such 
obligations to him for protecting his family in the war 
-with the English,' to show how completely he and those 
attached to him were the slaves of circumstances, insen- 
sible to any feeling but that of interest. “ The Ameer,” 
he concluded, ‘'is like Juswunt Rao, or worse; let but 
-the time and opportunity serve, and your Raj will rue the 
-consequences.” The Raja’s counsellors replied, “ The 
Ameer is a sucking infant : what can he do to injure us. 


p) Ambajee Inglia arrived in lire Jypoor camp, under the fort of 
-Joudlipoor, on the 7th June, 1807. Ameer Klian came to a breach with 
the Jypoor Durbar, and was repotted to be plundering in the Jypoor 
territory on the 7th July following. 
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standing as ’^vedo now at the head of affairs of such mag- 
, nitude.” ' The Ameer. hearing of this conversation, sent 
Race Himmut Raee, and Lala IMehtah Race to Raee 
Chund.Dewan, to say that he had heard they were proutl 
of their Avisdom, and they bad reason ; ■ but Siwaee Singh 
was an unlncky man ; all who hitherto had been connected 
Avith him had been mined, and after all fate was every 
thing.* The Dewan Avas. rather ashamed of himself, on 
receirang this message, and said that in a moment of pique 
and vexation hehad perhaps spoken with unnecessaryharsh- 
ness. Raee Hiinmat Raee said promptly, “The Ameer 
too has sent this.message in.such a moment:” the , Dewan 
was silent. , . 

From the time of Ambajee’s arrival in camp, the allow- 
ance of five tliousaud rupees per diem which used to he 
paid to the Ameer regularly, was stopped,- and although 
the troops became mutinous in consequence, and took to 
Dlmrna on the Ameer, putting him to great distress for 
funds, his iipplications to the Jypobr Durbar were quite 
unattended to. At last, Avith extreme difficulty, in order 
to satisfy his importunity, they gave him a bill fora 
month’s pay on one or two persons, whom they had previr 
ously instructed to Avithhold payment. The troops im- 
patient at the Avant of money, put the Ameer under close 
restraint, and then pelted him with stones from a terrace 
above, to such a degree tliat the bruises were a hundred 
times worse than sword-wounds. The Ameer upon this, 
sent Raee Himmut , Raee and Lala .Mehtab Raee again 
to the Dewan, to urge the necessity of furnishing some- 
how an immediate supply of cash to appease the troops, , 
who were ready to proceed to all manner of outrages. 
No one listened to this message. In fact, Ambajee was 
plotting one way or other to. get the Ameer^enl away in 
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disgrace, and . tlie Dewan yielding to his insinnations, con- 
ceived every day more unjust suspicions, so as at last 
to be filled with hate towards the Ameer. Matters came 
at length to that pass, that the Ameer getting into his 
palkee, went off from his post before Joudhpoor, and 
carried his troops with him to Beesulpoor, (') which is one 
march towards Jypoor, Baja Jugut Singh now sent 
Lala Mehtab Baee to try and reconcile matters with 
him, and an outward reconciliation was effected, pro- 
mise being made that on the Ameer’s return to camp 
every thing should be settled. The Ameer upon these 
assurances left the main body of his troops, and wrote 
to Mookhtar-ood-Doula Mohummud Shah Khan, who 
was with two brigades, making collections about Se- 
ronj, to take on himself the management ' of Tonk as 
his .Jageer, and to give up the Amilship of Seronj 
to Moonuwur Khan, the Ameer’s elder wife’s young- 
est brother. Then mounting his palkee, for he was 
not yet sufficiently recovered of his bruises fi’om the 
stone-pelting to be able to ride on horseback, .he went, 
attended by only three hundred horse, towards Joudh- 
poor, and pitched his tents about two kos from the 
Jypoor army. The Dhurna had never been taken off by 
the troops, no money haying reached them;- but at this 
particular time, seeing no benefit in keeping the Ameer 
under restraint, the Bampoor and Afreedee Busaladars 
came to an agreement, each to send two officers of their 
own to accompany the Ameer to the Baja, and to divide 
between them whatever money might be obtained at the 
interview. Accordinglj% the Ameer got into his palkee 
- to go to -the Baja, and he hearing of it had a small tent 
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(Routee) pitched close to his own for the Ameer’s recep- 
■tion, not giving him. audience, as heretofore, in his state 
tent, with nautching and singing, as is usual towards 
persons of high consideration. He received him indeed 
completely de. haiit en has. The Ameer, oh entering the 
Routee, said to those with him, See what you have 
hrought me to. This is all the consideration and respect 
paid to my rank and reputation.” All present- feeling 
the reproach, vowed from that time forth to serve tlie 
Ameer truly and with obedience, to unite their fortunes 
with his for good and for evil, and to regard his injuries 
and insults as their own. The Ameer said, “ How can 
you be satisfied without money They said, “We will 
' wait, and not trouble you till you can provide funds.” The 
men unitingin these assurances, joined in prayer afterwards, 
and rising said, “ Now, for life or for death, we are your’s.” 
The Ameer then sent Raee Himmuf Raee to the Jypoor 
'Dewan, to say that howsoever little the sum might he, yet 
something must be sent to satisfy the present wants of the 
troops. He paid no attention to the message, and sent 
not a farthing. The Ameer afterwards demeaned himself 
so far, as to send and ask for four or five hundred rupees 
to provide a day’s food for the men immediately with him, 
but without effect, —all being bent on -his ruin, refused or 
evaded compliance, and for the -day his men had nothing. 
The Ameer now reflected that although it was suflicienfly 
evident that his ruin was intended by these short-sighted 
people, and that Ambajee’s ' counsels had prevailed, yet 
that by the blessing of God lie feared them not, and as he 
had failed in no tittle of his own agreement with Raja 
Jugut Singh, while on their part there had been nothing ; 
hut perfidy and had faith, God would give them the fruit 
of their actions. 
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CHAPTER III. 


1807. 

July to October. 

The Ameer JjreaJcs with the Jypoor Court, Qnd receives 
overtures from RajaMan Singh — Retires from JoudJi- 
poor — Intrigue with Bapoo Sindheea — -Is followed 
bg Bukhshee Slieolal — Affairs vsith him—Befeat of 
the Jypoor Detachment — Raja Jtigut Singh breaks 
Tip from Joudhpoor, and returns for thi} defence of 
his Capital. 

y 

A-T this time Raja Man Singh hearing of the differences 
between the Ameer and the.Typoor Durbar, sent a letter, 
written in his own hand, secretly, by Gholamee Kban, 
saying, that the Ameer must know bow the rest of bis 
friends and the world had treated him, that he was now 
reduced to the. last extremity, and if the Ameer would 
take up his cause in his difficulties, he would recollect the 
service with gratitude for the rest of his life. Although on 
the former occasion of Gholamee Khan’s bringing him a 
similar message, he had no ground and no intention to 
break with Raja Jugut Singh, yet conceiving himself 
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absolved by that Raja’s subsequent conduct, and by tbe 
open' and secret practises against him of- the Raja’s 
officers and advisers, be determined, upon receiving this 
second letter, that i't was time to provide for bis own 
safety, and for revenge. He accordingly sent Man Singh, 
tbe jemadar of bis burkarus, to Raja Man Singh, to ask, 
in tbe event of the Ameer’s restoring bis affairs, what he 
might expect The Raja was in tbe height of distress, 
and bumble as possible, indeed he had no one at the time 
to look to but God, He wrote with his own hand in reply, 
that be would pay four lakhs and fifty thousand rupees 
per mensem, besides taking a brigade into permanent 

■ service, and would further give tbe Ameer a Jageer of 
four lakhs for kitchen expences, and confer J ageers also 
on his principal officers. The Ameer keeping the letter, 
said, I am going from this place immediately, the Raja 
will see what will follow, but let him write to Singeelntlu- 
faj, who is in the bills towards Ajmeer, to co-operate 
with me. ■■ Tbe Raja lost no time in doing so. 

Surjee Rao Gbatkea, Doulut Rao Sindlieea’s father-in- 
law, bad left tbe Jypoor service in consequence of a quarrel 
with Ambajee, and sending his troops into Oodeepoor, had 
come in person with a few attendants to settle bis affairs 
with the Durbar. The Ameer came to an understanding 
w’ith him; then mounting hispalkee, and causing himself 
to be taken in front of Raja Jugut Singh’s tents, he call- 
ed out, “ I have kept my compact with you to this day. 
I now cast off my engagement; and for tbe designs you 
and your officers have for my ruin — ^here am I with my 
three hundred horse,’ and here you with your three hun- 
dred ' thousand fighting men, settle the matter when and 
where .you please, ■ and so farewell.” The Raja bearing 

■ this - bravado _ of the, Ameer’s, sent at first ,Khooshhal 
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Singli Q) Dar.ogali, to soothe liim and make excuses for 
his own conduct ; hut the Ameer not trusting his fair 
words and promises, went off, taking Snijee Rao Ghat- 
kea with him, and so came to his own army which was nt 
Beesulpoor. It happened, that while the Ameer was at 
Joudhpoor, the camp being on the hank of a small stream, 
the water of it rose one night so high(-) as to he over the 
men’s waists, on the ground of encampment; much pro- 
perty was injured and washed away hy the torrent, and 
some lives were lost. But the loss was not serions, and 
warned by what had happened, the army had shifted 
groxmd. The Ameer taking the command of his troops, 
-marched immediately to Peepar, (^) and plundered the 
place, besides levying a contribution from those who 
escaped pillage. Next morning he again marched, and 
from the villages along the line of his route, levied 
twenty thousand rupees, and so came to Bheerounda, (*) 
seven or eight kos from Meertha, and there encamped. 
Bapoo Sindheea being at no great distance from this 
ground, the Ameer made overtures of concert with 
him, and here he was joined by Singee Induraj, who 
came with his two hundred horse from the hills towards 
Ajmeer, under Man Singh’s instructions. 

In the mean time, Bukhshee Sheeo Lai had" been 
detached after the Ameer, by Raja Jugnt Singh, with a 
force of fifty thousand horse and foot, including some 


.i- (') 

(^) From, tliis passage and from what follows, it is evident that the 
rainy season Iiad set in at the time of Uie Ameer’s toptnre with the 
Jypoor Dnrhar. This fixes the date about the end of June, or beginning 
of July, 1807, whicli corresponds with tiie report of the Oelili Resident, 
that the Ameer was in open arms against Jypoor on the TtU JoIy,tS07. 
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of, tile Raja’s special ‘ .troops, andr'lie was furtlifer 
reinforced by the 'Hydurabad Afghans, who had formerly 
been in Holkm s service. They were on duty- towards 
Pfilee, but had been called in for this service.’’ The 
J ypoor General came to a place about ten or twelve kos 
from the Ameer’s ground. Ambajee Inglia now wrote 
pressingly to Bapoo Sindheea, and to Jean Baptiste, to 
assist with all their forces in putting down the'Aineer, 
and to co-operate with the Bukhsbee for the purpose. 
The -Ameer, however, had, as before stated, opened a 
negociatiou: .with Bapoo Sindheea, and ascertained his 
inclinations to he favorable to himself. Singee Induraj 
was the medium, through whom the negociatiou was car-;- 
ried on, and he brought a message, asking a personal 
meeting V'vitli few attendants. The Ameer accordingly ; 
went with live hundred horse, and met Bapoo Sindheea, 
and pointed out to him, that he had now’ an opportunity 
of establishing with ease an ascendancy in Joudhpoor,, 
and such, another occasion would never recur, Bapoo 
Sindheea,- lent himself to the proposition, but hesitated. a 
little,, as if afraid of, being asked for a promise to divide 
the terfitory. The Ameer saw what was passing in his 
mind, and said, in- order to satisfy him on that point — 

U If you determine to aim at this worthy object of ambi- 
tion, there are two ways of setting about it. ■ Ton must 
either undertake it on your own account and take me 
into pay, or let me dp' it on my own account, and yourself 
receive money for your services in the cause. But’what 
have I to do with territory! — I am a soldier of fortune, 
and desire only my pay.” Bapoo Sindheea s doubts be- 
ing thus satisfied, he asked the Ameer what compact he 
had entered into with Biya Man Singh. The Ameer 
told him four lakhs and fifty thousand per mensem, and a 
brigade to be entertained in permanent service. Bapoo 
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Sindheea then said, he would give two lakhs and fifty 
thousand per mensem. The Ameer being bent on gaining 
him at all hazards, said, “ I would even have taken less.” 
Thus the affair was brought to the desired issue, and 
written eno-asrements were interchanged. It was agreed, 
that both armies should march next morning to attack 
the Jypoor Bukhshee Sheeolal. In the mean time, a 
dawk hurkaru carried intelligence to Raja Jugut Singh, 
that something was in progress between the Ameer and 
Bapoo Sindheea, and the Raja with his Dewan Raee 
Chund, immediately sent for Ambajee luglia and Siwaee 
Sinsrh to inform them of the circumstance, and consult 
Yvhat was to be done. These two came off forthwith on 
dromedaries, all the way to Bapoo Siudheea’s camp 
without stopping, and Ambajee, who was a cunning man, 
dressed himself like a Jogee, and said to Bapoo Sindheea 
— “ If you link yourself with this Ameer, I shall give up 
the world and turn Fuqeer. You cannot but know what 
reproaches you will incur for this with Doulut Rao.” 
Siwaee Singh, of hated memory, next took up the conver- 
sation, and said, he was ready to pay whatever Bapoo 
Sindheea might require for the present expences of his 
troops, butforTiim to change sides in the manner proposed, 
and to be duped to serve the Ameer’s purposes, would be 
highly discreditable. Bapoo Sindheea beginning now to 
fear, that if he prosecuted the design meditated with the 
Ameer, Doulut Rao would be irretrievably offended, and 
would work his ruiu, was won over by Ambajee, and so 
withdrew from the compact he had made with the Ameer. 

In the mean time, the Ameer had heard of the coming of 
these two negociators to Bapoo Sindheea, and going to 
him along with Singee Induraj and the other Rathors, 
he asked him plainly whether he intended to keep his 
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engagement. Bapoo Sindheea said lie could not help 
liiinself. Ambajee and Siwaee Singh irere in Bapoo’s 
tents -when' the Ameer came, and were about to move 
away, in alarm at seeing him enter, but Bapoo Sindheea 
re-assured them, saying, you need fear no treachery from 
the Ameer : take care only there be none on your side. The 
Ameer, on hearing Bapoo Sindheea recant his engage- 
ment, said, addressing himself to Singee Induraj, — “ A 
wise man was once asked how many religions and how many 
hells there were, and he answered the religions are few, 
but the hells are many, for every lying mouth is a pit of 
hell.” Bapoo on hearing this, felt the rebukfi, and drop- 
ped his head into his chest. The Ameer then rising, ' 
said to the Rathors who had come with Singee Induraj,— ' 
" Let 'air- of you, who are so disposed, come with me to" 
the battle ; I ask not for tlie company of the unwilling : 
let such return to tlieir homes. If, even none of you join 
me, still will I not desert the cause of Raja Man Singh, or 
withhold my aid, so long as I have any to offer.” The 
Singee on hearing this, said, ” I will return to the 
Bukhree hills and collect my men, and bring them all to 
join you,”— but the Ameer rose and said, '' Let those who 
desire to display their manhood, join immediately, for I go 
from this to the.fight.” Thakoor Sheeonath Singh, (') of 
Kochawun, who was a brave and shrewd man, being 
amongst those 'to.wliom these words were addressed, rose 
and joined the Ameer with about five hundred Rathoi-s, 
and so did some inferior. Sirdars. But Sooltan Singh, C) 
of^Humaj, Keshuree Singh, C) of Ansob (or Asop,) and 
Bukhtawur Singh, (^) of Amboha, with other Rathors 
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dependent on Joudlipoor, hesitated and held back npon 
different excuse!:' Nextmorning the Ameer marched, with 
Sheeonath Singh in company, to Pooknr, where he was 
joined hy theHusalas and brigade of Surjee Rao Ghatkea, 
which had been ordered up by him from ITewar. Sheeo 
Lai Bukhshee came after the Ameer, and encamped at 
Govindgurh, (*) about ten kos from Pookur. The Ameer 
ha\dng effected his junction with Surjee Rao’s troops, 
marched next day hy Hnrmarato Hursolee, (“) in Kishen- 
gurh. The enemy came still in pursuit, and when the 
Ameer continued his march from Hursolee in the night, 
at about-three hours before day-light, the .Typoor army 
came upon himbeforehehadwellleft his ground, and some 
‘skirmishing began. The Ameer upon this ordered his 
' reserve and baggage, with the brigade of Surjee Rao, 
commanded by Heera Singh, (^) to retire into the 
Kishengurh country', and there to wait further orders- 
He then, with his own horse, Suijee Rao's Rusalas 
and Sheonath’s men, continued his march for four kos 
into the Jypoor country, drawing on Sheeo Lai Bukh- 
shee, and skirmishing with his troops as he marched; 
The army halted at a village of Jypoor, in consequence 
of the enemy’s gaining at this time an advantage, and 
finding it impossible to proceed, because the ground 
had become so soft, wet, and slippery from the heavy 
rain that fell, that the horses could scarcely' move; 
some of them, indeed, sunk up to the hocks in the soft 
black soil. The Ameer, therefore, coming to a halt, was 
considering what next should be done, when a horkarn 
brought him intelligence, that in consequence of the rain 
tlie brigade and reserves had been unable to move, and- 
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were tlien but two kos off. The Ameer being’ soihe'wliat 
annoyed at this, sent more positive orders for the reserve 
and brigade to move into Kishengurh. Their tents and 
equipages were all wet, but with extreme discomfort and 
in some confusion they made the march towards Kishen- 
gurh. The Ameer had two. light brass guns with him 
with which he opened on the enemy, and held them in 
check, but after some discharges of round shot, he sent 
them also away to join the infantry. He then rode alone 
towards the enemy to reconnoitre, but found the ground 
everywhere so soft and bad, that he determined not to 
come to action (') there. The enemy were also much 
incommoded by the rain and. wet, and had halted- in con- 
sequence. The taste they^had had of the Ameer’s brass 
guns, which they supposed still to, be ■with him, induced 
them to keep at a respectful distance. They accordingly 
sent the Ameer’s father-in-law, Mohumraud A.ydiZ Khan, 
who was serving in the Jypoor army, to negociate witli 
the Ameer for his evacuating the country, saying, they 
wanted nothing else. The Ameer made an appearance 
of yielding, in order to gain the advantage of moving 
without molestation. He then marched in the height of 
the {rain, and rejoined his reserve, which was six kos off 
in the Kishengurh country. As no one in the camp had 
been able to pitch a tent in consequence' of the rain and 
wet, the Ameer passed the nightin extreme discomfort. 
Next morning, he- marched with the brigade and reserves 
to.Todurnee,C) in Jypoor, while the Jypoor army enpbnp- 
eAat Bhagee. Q) Next day, again marching, he went to 
Maheen Bunod Nugree, {^) a place of his own territory 
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under Tonk. Estal)lishing his camp there, he started with 
a few troops to bring up Mookhtar-ood-Doula Mohummud. 
Shah Khan, whom, as before stated, he had ordered from 
Seronj into Tonk with two brigades, viz. those of Lai 
Singh (’) and of Mehtab Khan, (-) and who, conformably 
with these orders, had established the Ameer’s authority 
in Tonk, and was then encamped at Jhulaee(^) in Jypoor. 
The Ameer went over to that camp and explained the 
real state of things to Mookhtar-ood-Doula, and sending 
for the oflScers of both brigades, he addressed them to 
this effect: — “ You have hitherto received your pay regu- 
larly, but have had no share of the labours, and dangers, 
and fatigues of fighting and campaigning — I have reserved 
you especially for an occasion like the present. Your 
courage and fidelity will now be put to the test— if you 
acquit yourselves well, you shall have two months’ pay 
issued immediately. But if you do not feel disposed to 
take part in the conflict, and doubt your ability to behave 
with credit, say so at once.” The men and officers upon 
this made great protestations of their determination to 
show themselves worthy of favor, and true to their salt, 
and of their readiness to face any danger or fatigue the 
Ameer might put them to. The Ameer deriving much 
confidence from the disposition he found in the men“and 
officers, ordered Mohummud Shah Khan to move next 
morning to llanoulee, in Tonk, with both brigades, 
and promised, to join him there with all his forces. 
Mookhtar-ood-Doula showed much zeal and devotion on 
this- occasion, and the Ameer returned to his own c^’p 
that night. Next morning the Ameer moved his army to 
the banks of a small stream, ^which is about a kos and 
a half from Ranoulee, and there a junction was effected 
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with Moiiummud Sliab Khan.- From%eace, the array 
moved to Todurnee in Jypopr, not far from Madhoo- 
rajpoor, . and only two kos from the Jypoor encamp- 
ment. On the folloAving niorning, the Ameer marched 
iri order of battle to bring the Bukhshee to action, 
-and was met half way by the Jypoor troops, between 
whom and the Ameer a cannonade and mnsquetry-fire 
was exchanged for several hours. It rained all clay, and 
in the night also which followed, so the battle was brought 
to no decisive issue. 'The Ameer and his troops bivouack- 
ed on the ground, ready to repme the fighting next morn- 
ing, while the Jypoor troops returned to their tents, 
supposing the Ameer’s army would do the same. The 
Ameer said his prayers at day-light, and made a special 
supplication to the God of Battles (*) for victory. He 
then made the following dispositions. Lai Singh’s bri- 
gade, with the heavy guns, "were posted in front .of his 
great standard elephant, and the Ameer remained a little 
iji the rear of the artillery and infantry, with the elite of 
his horse. On his right hand, he posted the Afreedee 
and Rampoor Rusaladars, and their troops, with the bri- 
gade of Mehtah Khan ; while on the left, he posted 
Sheeonath Singh’s Rathors, and Surjee Rao with Heera 
Singh’s brigade. In this order, the battle commenced, and 
the troops were soon hotly engaged, and the conflict was 
waged on both sides with such beat and animosity, 
that the bird of sense soon left its nest in the brain of 
the combatants, and the earth trembled with the thunder 
of the artillery. At this period, the Rampoor and Af- 
reedee Rusaladars, along with the brigade of Alehtab 


This action took place on llie 18th Angnst, 1807, and is said by 
die Resident at Debtee to have been gained piincipally tliroiigli Uie 
defection to the Ameer of the Afghan horse in the Jypoor service. 
The battle was fought near JIadhoo-Uajpoora. 
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Khan, advanced to attack the enemy, hut were met by 
Meerza Sabir Beg’s (^) battalions, having their artillery 
prepared with drag ropes, and these opened on them with 
such a destructive fire of grape, as to produce great 
slaughter in the ranks of the assailants. The brigade 
began to waver, and the ground was wet and slippery, 
so as to be most unfavorable for cavalry to act. The 
attack thus failed, and this wing of the Ameer’s army was 
beaten back, but a few of the infantry remained in a 
hollow, under cover, concealed from the enemy. The 
Ameer seeing this came down from his elephant, and 
mounted his horse named Nntwah,(°) which was both 
-fleet and active, and rode immediately to the scene of the 
confusion, calling out to the artillery men of Lai Singh’s 
brigade, to open with the heavy gnns on the enemy’s 
reserves. Thence riding on to Sheeonath Singh’s men, 
and to Snijee Rao’s troops, he passed the word for them 
to follow him to the charge, and though the ground was 
heavy and slippery, and the horses feet sunk into the soil 
nearly to the hocks, he persevered in his charge. By the 
aid of the Providence of God, the shot from the heavy 
guns told on the reserves, and did considerable execution, 
creating great confusion there, and thus the moment was 
particularly favorable for a charge. 

VERSE. 

The Ameer who planned the battle field. 

His squadron for the charge has wheeled : 

The soil was stiff u ith recent rain, 

Few horsemen could his pace maintain ; 

But Nutwah bore the Ameer, who, leading, 

Rode on, his footing little heeding, 
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For wet or diy, or soft, or hard, 

Neither the horse nor rider cared. 

Outstripping all, thus rode the Ameer, 

Mohummud Puqeer only near 

A Khan was he of the Afghan race, 

Worthy to Gil this honored place, 

Close he kept by his leader’s side, ' 

Seeming his shadow. While thus they ride. 

The Khan says to th’ Ameer, . “ Look round. 

Wo are alone on this battle ground— 

■ Before, behind, not one is nigh. 

To aid hs here save God on high." 

The Ameer, just cast one look about, 

Then to his henchman thus spoke out, 

“ God is my help in all time and place. 

Talk not to me of slackening pace. 

Forward's the word." To the thick of the fray. 

In rear of Sabir’s corps rushed they — 

If chanced the Chief of noble mien 
By the men of Mehtab Khan was seen. 

In the tight they saw the bold Ameer, ' 

While they lay hid in the hollow near — 

“ Shame 1 Shame !" they cried “ on us that cower, 
And leave our Chief in the enemy’s power." 

Up they have started, and cheering loud, ' 

Forward to succour him they crowd. 

High rose the star of the great Ameer 
For Meerza Sabir himself to the rear. 

Came from the ranks of his men in rage, 
T’encounter alone this Chief of the age; 

Close up, with pistol cocked, be came, 

Mortal his purpose, less steady bis aim. 

God interposed the Ameer to shield, 

Wide flew the bullet o’er the field ; 

Not so the .spear in the Champion’s hand. 

He strikes : the Meerza rolls on tlm sand. 

Wounded and bleeding’ a captive he lies. 

Appalled at the sight the Pultun flies— 

Thus fell defeat ou the Bufchshee’s hand, 

God sent it from the Ameer’s own hand. ■ 
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In short, the horse Jfutwah, carried his master so well 
through the wet, and mud, and heavy ground, that he 
seemed like a fish flying through the water, and the 
Ameer, in consequence, far outstripped all his compa- 
nions, none hut Fuqeer Mohmnmud Khan, Kusaladar, a 
very brave man, was near, who kept by him and pointed 
out to him at last that he was quite alone, telling him to 
look round, he would find nobody near but God. The 
Ameer answered, “ We must depend on God’s Provi- 
dence in all things. How is it possible to think now of 
retreating?” The Khan deriving fresh courage from 
these words, continued his advance along with the Ameer, 
until they came close up to .a battalion of the enemy, 
which immediately delivered its fire, but without efiect. 
The Ameer and his companion, who seemed to be under 
the special protection of the Deit}^ both escaped unhurt. 
It is true, that owing to the rain being then heavy the 
fire was not very effectual, inasmuch as many ^ of the 
musquets did not go off. The Ameer, however, being 
so completely alone, did not like to charge the battalion 
in front, but rode round and got into their rear. At this 
time a considerable body ofMehtab Khan’s men, who, in 
the charge at the commencement of the action, had -taken 
shelter from the grape in a hollow, as stated above, seeing 
the courage and exertions of the Ameer in person, felt 
shame at their own cowardice, and said to one another. 
Here are w-e skulking, and hiding ourselves in cor- 
ners, when our master is there alone fighting the bat- 
tle they accordingly ran out, and renewmd the action 
with the battalion. It so happened, that while the Ameer 
was in the rear, as mentioned, of Meerza Sabir Beg’s 
battalions, the Meerza seeing him, rode up close, and 
fired a pistol at him, but as Providence had the Ameer 
under its special protection tliat day, the pistol miss- 
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ed him, and the Ameer riding at ’ the Meerza, struck 
him to the ground with his unerring spear, and then’ 
charging like a fierce lion into the enemy’s ranks, he 
began dealing about him. with sword and spear. The men, 
being dispirited at the fall of their leader and without a’ 
commandant, became panick-strickeu, and took to a hasty 
flight. Such was the alarm and disorder, that although 
the Ameer was alone, he rode after whole bodies, and on 
calling out to them to throw away their weapons, they did ' 
so, even to their shields. The main body of the Ameer’s 
horse, and also his infantry now came up, particularly 
HJehtab' IChan’s brigade, and the victory was completed 
with great slaughter to the enemy. Sheeonath Singh’s 
people too, who had hitherto stood apart, and taken 
no share in the action, were shamed by the Ameer’s 
calling out to them, that while he was exposing himself, 
they kept aloof, and they too came forward and exerted 
themselves. In short, the’ enemy’s battalions of his left 
wing were utterly routed, and the army seeing it took 
to flight in confusion. The only troops that made a 
show- of farther resistance were two battalions, with 
four guns, under a Furingee, named Khyrat Museeh. 0) 
Slmliamut Klian, (*) Vajid Khan, C) and GoorgeenBeg, (4) 
with some Kycbaha (5) horse, also showed face at some 
little distance oh the field of battle, and some of their 
horse were posted in a village between the two armies.’ 


i ll 1 

c 


(') 


■ rn Kbvrat Mnseeh Kbati was tlie son of a native woman by Ja 
VreMli officer, a'nd tience is calted a Furingee. He was farongliC up at 
Jypoor The name is Mabommedan, and probably lus creed too. 
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The Ameer reflected that unless this village were carried, 
the victory would not be complete. The horse attached 
to his own brigades charged home into the village, and 
drove the enemy’s horse out on the other side. The 
Ameer being satisfied with this, restrained his men from, 
further nrging the enem}^ saying, “ You must advance 
with prudence, for if you are checked it may give a turn 
to affairs, that will spoil all our victory.” Soon after this, 
-the body of infidels above mentioned, began to march off, 
for, -though at first they showed a disposition still to dis- 
pute the field, they saw at length there was no hope of 
restoring, the fortune of the day. Upon this, Mohummud 
Umur Khan (^) of Rampoor, with whom were about one 
hundred horse, came up to the Ajneer, and said, “ TTith 
your leave, I will cut that body of the enemy to pieces.’' 
The Ameer forbad his going against them, but he would 
not be restrained. On his approaching them, however, 
the party halted, and said, “We can never think of sur- 
rendering our arms to yon, you bad better let us alone, and 
go your ways;” whereupon the Khan returned without 
effecting his purpose. 

The Ameer having gained a great victory, struck 
high the kettle-drums of triumph : sixty guns, seven 
elephants, mth a great quantity of tents, and other 
equipments, fell a prey to the Champions of the faith, 
and horses and camels innumerable. Meerza Sabir Beg 
having fallen wounded by the hand of the Ameer himself, 
the Ameer had him brought to his tents, and taken care 
of till his wounds were healed. His camp was pitched 
on the field of battle, and he passed the night there. He 
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then YTOte to Singee Induraj. and to Raja :Man Singh, 
and the Rathors, to say, that he had performed his share 
of the compact he Jjad entered • into with Raja' Man 
Singh, that, without asking any thing in advance, he had 
entered upon' the' war and' destro}md the enemy’s army ; 
bnt as they knew his ditEcnlties for money, and he was 
about now, to move against Raja Jugut Singh in person, 
they ought, both to join him in force, and to, provide 
funds for his expences. Having dispatched these letters, 
a dawk hurkaru brought the Ameer word, that the de- 
feated army of Jypoor was rallying at Sanganeer, (') and 
in the city, the hired troops being at the former place, 
and tlie natives of Jypoor in the town. Upon learning 
this, the Ameer- reflected, that there was no force at 
Jypoor for its protection, and by proceeding against the 
city he might, either in the, way of contribution, or by 
plunder^ obtain a large booty; accordingly he advanced Jo 
within five kos of the city, and two kos from Sanganeer, 
and there encamped. A sister of Raja Jugut Singh 
upon this sent the veil, with which her own head was 
usually covered, to the Ameer, with all humility, accom- 
panied by a message to the effect, that there were none 
.but women' within the town, and no means of defence 
against the Ameer’s conquering army,, that she was a 
weak woman, the sister of Raja ■ Jugut Singh, that she 
desired him (the Ameer) to treat her also as a sister, and 
so constituted him the guardian’ of her hbnor, that she 
hoped therefore he would take a money present, and 
leave the .neighbourh’ood.0 The Ameer felt proud at 






m According to llie reports of the Resident at Deblee, i*'® 
wilhdretT from the neigh()ourlioood of Jypoor, because lie was not strong 
enoogh to do any thing against the place. 
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receiving this message, and sent back for answer that she 
'might remain in confidence. “ "WTiere men are, there do 
I wish to be: I ask no money present even from yobi 
and as you are the sister of the Raja, so shall I always 
regard and respect you as my own sister.” In short, 
marching from thence by Muazimabad (*) to Sambhur, he 
plundered that place, and then went to Kishengurh, 
where he had appointed Singee Induraj, Raja Man 
Singh’s Bukhshee, to meet him with the Rathor forces, 
bringing all the money he could collect. As blessings 
innumerable came now all at once upon the Ameer’s 
head, he learned, amongst other things, that a son was 
born to him from bis second wife, the daughter of his 
preceptor’s son Mohummud Ayaz Khan. There was no 
hound to the Ameer’s delight at this joyful event, and it 
was celebrated with firing of guns, and with the music 
of kettle-drums and trumpets, and all manner of rejoicings. 


[Here follow twenty-eiglit verses in the usnal style, in honor of this 
auspicious event, they cannot be rendered into English.] 

The ceremonies of rejoicing and congratulation being 
.over, the Ameer set off with five hundred horse to 
Kishengurh, (^) whither Singee Induraj had invited him, 
to receive the money collected, and to be presented to 
the Rathor Chiefs. The Ameer divided the amount, 
which was a large sum, amongst the troopsj and made 
gifts to the poor and to fuqeers, and here also there 
were revels and rejoicings, in which some days were 


(®) The Ameer was at Kishengurh on the 4th September, and kept the 
anniversary of the martyrdom of the great Ajmeer Saint Khajeh 
Mooyyun-ood-Deen on the 10th following in that city, next day he 
marched towards Meertha. 
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spent. This assuredly was the happiest and most forin- 
nate period of the Ameer’s life, and thus the branch of 
his hopes brought various and plentiful fruit in the' fortieth 
year of his age. 

Ameer had now determined to march against 
Raja Jugat Singh: sending, therefore, for Bukhshee 
Induraj and other Rathor, Sirdars, he advised that they, 
uniting with the brigades of Mohummud Shah Khan and 
of Siirjee Rao, should move upon Purbutsur and Nagor, 
and approach Joudhpoor by .that route, while he went 
straight from Ajmeer with a light force, the Bnkhshee 
.approved the plan, and the advance to Joudhpoor was 
made accordingly, the infantry, &c. as indicated, march- 
ing by Purbutsur and Nagor, while the Ameer, with his' 
horse and light troops, went by Pookur, but first he 
made a visit to the shrine at Ajmeer. It happened that 
on the night of his visiting the tomb he had a dream. 
He thought he saw tents pitched before those of his own 
army, and that on asking whose they were, he was told 
it was the host of.Saints with the Khajeh, whose shrine is 
at Ajmeer, at their head, fighting for bimia the good cause. 
-He awoke from this sleep much refreshed, and felt as- 
surance from it that Khajeh Moyyun-ood-Deen Chishtee 
was his ally and fellow champion". The Ameer had 
^before great faith in .the virtues of this shrine, and he 
now told his dream to all the people of lus army, in 
order that they too might feel assured that -his star was' 
on the ascendant, and derive increased confidence indiis 
.future fortunes. The Ameer after this moved towards 
. Meertha, ejebting the Jypoor garrisons from all the places 
in the Joudhpoor territory, and establishing his own in 
their kead. Singee Induraj ^and the Ratliors did the 
same on the line of their advance, and farther they wrote 
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to cause a general rising against tlie Jypoor garrisons, 
advising, if possible, that the ears and noses of the men 
should be cut off, and the garrisons -were generally so 
treated, and the Jypoor authority was universally put 
down. In this manner the infantry, continuing their 
advance, reached a place on the Nagor road, about seven 
hos from Meertha, when the Ameer was at the last 
named point. 

Ambajee Inglia and Siwaee Singh, upon the defeat of 
Bukhshee Sheeolal, brought up to Joudhpoor the forces of 
Bapoo Sindheea and Jean Baptiste from Sleertha, and con- 
sulted on their future plan of operations. Baja Jngnt Singh 
consulted also in private with Dewan Eaee Chund, and 
it was resolved by them that another general action with 
the Ameer was on no account to be sought: for the best 
•troops of Jypoor, and those on which the State placed 
most reliance, had been defeated and destro3'ed, and all 
the garrisons had been ejected from the places they held in 
the Joudhpoor country. Their troops were consequently 
dispirited and weakened, in proportion as those of the 
Ameer were elated and reinforced. Besides the Bathors 
had now joined the Ameer, and the country was on his 
■ sideband the Jj'poor Baja could place no. dependance on 
his auxiliaries of that tribe, who were proverbially faith- 
less. Again the Baja and his Dewan felt that they could 
not rely much on Bapoo Sindheea, who had so recently 
engaged himself with the Ameer. They accordingly 
determined between themselves, that their best plan was 
-to break up the camp -from before the fort of Joudhpoor, 
and return to their own country, and they made prepara- 
tions to put this scheme in execution. Ambajee and 
Siwaee Singh guessing their design, did their utmost to 
restore them to confidence, promising vast things from 
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tbeir own exertions and . co-operation; but the Raja and 
liis Dewan placed little faith or reliance on their promises; 
or on the hopes they held out.' The whole army, there- 
fore,. including- Rapoo Sindheea’s, Ambajee Inglia’s and 
Siwaee Singh’s troops, - broke up from before Jondh- 
poor, and took the route of Nagor.(‘) At the time of 
entering this -place, the accursed Siwaee Singh, who liad 
stirred up the whole of these troubles, said to Raja Jugat 
Singh, with a feeling of some vexation and remorse — " Yon 
are - now returning to your own country: what is- to 
become of me, who have incurred the hatred and irre- 
concileable enmity of Raja Man Singh, and have made 
myself odious before my tribe to serve you? Who is to 
give me protection ?” . The Raja and his Dewan endea- 
voured to comfort Siwaee Singh, and promised to, leave 
Rapoo Sindheea, and Jean Raptiste, ,and other Sirdars, to 
look after his interests ; besides which, they said, the fort 
of Nagor was a strong one, not easily captured ; and the 
Jypoor , Raja further promised to leave an army in the 
Shekhawatee country for his support, and to join it in 
person with a light force, in order to relieve hi2n,,in casa 
he. should be hard pressed at Nagon Thus leaving, 
Siwaee Singh at Nagor, the Raja marched and encamped 
next at Khutoo, .(Kho) twenty-four kos from thence. 


Rukhshee Induraj and the other, Rathors of Raja 
Man' Singh’s party, learning this state of things, consulted 
with the Ameer as to the propriety of attacking the J ypoor, 
army, while it was on march home dispirRed, and of so. 
being revenged upon Raja Jugut Singh for the evils 
he had brought upon their race and country. The Ameer 


(^) Ambajee accompanied Raja Jiignt Singh in his Bight as ter ^ 
M^a, VboHt thirty miles from Jypoor-be.tbea abvuplly q.uUed him 
nn tlie 4th October, and made towards Ajmeev, 
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leaving his infantry behind, went by forced marches witt 
all his cavalry to a place only five kos from the Eaja’s 
encampmept, and there pitched his tents. The Raja 
was in great alarm at his vicinity, and sent a confidential 
person to Man Singh, the Ameer’s jemadar of hnrkarusi 
to beg of him to get the Ameer’s leave to come for a few 
minutes to listen to a proposition that would be made to 
him ; the jemadar went accordingly, and enquired what 
they wanted with him, the Raja said — “ I have repented 
of the ill-treatment the Ameer received at my hands; 
I am rightly served for the neglect and breach of faith 
of which T was guilty, and the Ameer has bis revenge ; 
but it will be as well that the Ameer should find an excuse 
for not pressing my retreat further. If he will give up 
the pursuit, I shall remember it for life.” He then gave 
a writing in his own hand to the jemadar to the efiect, 
that what had happened was a just return to both. The 
Ameer reflected on receiving this proof of humility, that 
after all, the Raja of Jypoor was a great Sirdar, and 
it might be useful to place him under obligation. He 
accordingly sent a message, that if the Raja started for 
a long march, with all expedition that night, he should 
not be in his way to molest him. Accordingly, the 
Raja, with Dewan Raee Chund, Ambajee Inglia, and 
their armies, marched at about ten at night. Bnkhshee 
Induraj and the Rathors hearing of it, beat their drums 
also for march, and sent word to the Ameer to move ; but 
as he had no desire to reduce the Jypoor Raja to extre- 
mit\', he pretended to be asleep, and sent back word by 
his servants making the necessity of rest his excuse. 
"When the night was nearly over, he arranged that the 
.dawk hurkarus should bring him intelligence, while Singee 
Induraj might be with him, announcing Raja Jugut 
Singh’s arrival at some place, ten kos off. At the first 
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dawn of morniug, Buklishee induraj and the other Rathor 
Sirdars came to the Ameer to consult about the march, 
and in the midst of the consultation, the' dawk hurkarus 
brought the intelligence agreed upon. The ^eer then 
turned to the Bukhshee, and said there can be no 
use in pursuing him now: he has got too long a 
start what think you ? The Bukhshee advised that 
some horse should be sent to continue the pursuit, 
and the Ameer sent some Pindaras, who plundered a 
little straggling baggage. But the Ameer, with the rest 
of-his army, returned to Meertha, . whence the Bukhshee 
went and waited on Raja Man Singh, while the Ameer 
was detained for a day or two by a mutiny of his troops. 
On the Bukbshee's arrival he was honored with a splendid 
khilat and the Dewan’s office, and the Raja invited the 
Ameer to Jondhpoor, ' and gave him the Istuqbal, (•) and 
treated him with the highest honors, assigning him a 
garden for a residence, and entertaining him with danc- 
ing, and singing, and revels. He also called the Ameer 
to sit , on the Musnud alongside of himself, and then' 
rising with hands joined, presented the keys of his fort, 
and ; said— '' This Raj is your’s: you have restored it. 
How can I sufficiently shew my gratitude? All the 
world must acknowledge that ffiere was nothing . left 
me but this fort, when you took up my cause and 
re-assured me." The Ameer did ail he could to give 
the Raja comfort, and said — " Here I restore your keys, 
and with them all your State and temtory.” The Baja 
professing the greatest obligations retired, and the Ameer 
remained at Joudhpoor. These events occurred- in the 
Hejira year. 1222. (“) 

(') Anwer Khan went to Joudhpoor, and had this interview with Raja 
Man Singh on the 25tli October, 1807. 

(*) mil March J807 to 27th Febinary 1808." 
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CHAPTER IV. 


1807—1808. 

Further mutiny of the Afghan troops — severities prac- 
tised on the Ameer during his sichness — Raja Man 
Singh mediates a composition — The Ameer proceeds 
against Nagor—Siwaee Singh’s death — Capture of 
Nagor, and flight of Fhohul Singh to Bikaneer. 

The Ameer having been received with so much attention 
by Raja Man Singh, resolved to remain at Joudbpoor for 
a time, in order to aid the Raja with his counsel in res- 
toring the affairs of the Raj. One day, being unwell, he 
had proceeded through the city towards the fort of Joudh- 
poor, to sit with the Raja in a cool apartment adapted to 
the season, as was his custom, attended by some Afreedee 
Afghans and others, when these troublesome soldiers, 
not respecting the state of health the Ameer was in, but 
thinking the opportunity favorable for their purpose, began 
a clamour for pay, and placed him in Dhnma (*) to the 


(*) The particular Dliiirna resorted to on tliis occasion wili, probably, 
have been a compulsory sitting in the snn all day, which, in the hot 
season at Jondhpoor, is no small present misery, and with sickness added, 
must have been intolerable. 
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great danger of his life, for, besides the severity of present 
infliction, they denied him the power of taking his usual 
medicines for the illness he was labouring underi Life 
became to him nearly insupportable, and,- though the 
Rampoor Sirdars having consulted together, went up into 
the fort to try and persuade the Afreedees to be more mer- 
ciful, and used their best endeavours in the Ameer’s favor, 
coming even to blows with the Afreedees, and killing two 
of their number, yet would those merciless men not remit 
any part of their treatment, but shutting themselves up in 
an enclosure of the house where they were, and holding 
daggers to tlie Ameer’s breast, they threatened to take bis 
life. On this occasion, the Ameer was indebted to' Raja 
Man Singh for his salvation, for he broke open the reof, 

A 

and reduced the mutineers to submission, by bringing 
against them a superior force, and then paid near a lakh 
of rupees for the adjustment of their arrears. Thus in 
the end the Ameer procured his liberation, and Jumsheed 
Khan, Moliummud Saeed Khan, Kootub-ood-Deen Khan, 
Moonuwur Khan, and the other Afreedee Kusaladars 
receiving their aiTears, wentojf to Meeptbaand quitted the 
Ameer’s service, 

Soon after this. Raja Man Singh sending for the Ameer, 
said, that although his obligations to him were such, that as 
long as he lived he should never forget, or be able, to 
Tfe'quite them ; yet, as Siwaee Singh was still bolding out 
at Kagor, and Dbokul Singh was thei-e set up as the 
pretended rightful heir of the Raj, to the prejudice of 
his own authority, he could not be quite satisfied, until 
these Chiefs were subdued. The Ameer said— “ God 
IS the disposer of events, and all powerful. Having 
already done so much for you, what is there in this ser- 
vice that it should not also be accomplished The Raja 
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was much assured by the Ameer’s readiness to undertake 
the business — and, thereupon, executed a written engage- 
ment, stipulating to pay four lakhs and fifty thousand 
topees per-mensem for the expences of the army, to assign 
Pergnnas yielding four lakhs per annum as a personal 
.Tageer to the Ameer’s sonjATozeer-ood-Doula, and fur- 
ther, to take a brigade into permanent service at an 
annual charge of thirteen lakhs of rupees, and to distribute 
Jageers of a lakh and a half to the Ameer’s Sirdars and 
officers, such as his father-in-law,- Mohummnd Ayaz 
Khan, and Gholamee Khan, also to Raee Himmut Raee, 
and Meerza Hajee Beg. 

The Ameer having concluded this negociation, started 
with only five hundred horse, and made a march in the 
direction of Kagor: the main ariny being somewhat 
out of humour, and distressed for money to clear them- 
selves from Joudhpoor, came up the following day. 
The whole were collected, however, by the time the camp 
arrived at Khnmal, (*) which is one stage only from 
.Nagor. The Hydurabad Afghans, who had left Jus- 
wuntKaoHolkur’s service, and subsequently entered that 
of Jypoor, came here and joined the Ameer’s standard, 
making altogether a force of twenty thousand men or more. 
The Ameer had left the brigades of Bal Singh and Meh- 
tab Khan, under the Kuwab Mohummud Shah Khan, at 
jMeertha, where they had been employed, since the battle 
with Bukhshee Sheo Lai, in reducing the country to obe- 
dience, and punishing the Zumeendars and Thakoors who 
adhered to Siwaee Singh and Dhokul Singh in rebeHion 
against the authority of Raja Man Singh. He had.further 
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given the command of his personal guards to Colonel 
MohunSingh, (>) who had recently returned from his home 
and joined the Ameer. These troops, , with the horse 
immediately attached to the Ameer, . had heen'sent along 
with Mohuramud Ghnfoor Khan,(=) a relation of the 
Ameer’s tather-in-Iaw, Mohummud Ayaz Khan, to inake 
collections in Kooroo or Koorooar, (3) a dependency of 
J oudhpoor. 

By way of stratagem, and to lay a net for the wily 
Chief he had to deal with, the Ameer sent Meerza Hajee 
Beg, ('•■) an independant (Yeka) Snwar of much intel- 
ligence, to negociate with Siwaee Singh of Phookurun. 
Through him it was insinuated to the Bathor, that notwith- 
standing all Raja Man Singh’s apparent favors and good 
offices, especially in the matter of the Bhnrna, when he 
saved the Ameer’s life from the violence of the Afreedee 
mutineers, ''still there was dissatisfaction felt by the 
Ameer at his short cash pajunents, and if Siwaee Singh 
desired it, Dhokul Singh might be put on the musnud of 
Joudhpoor in the room of Man Singh, for a due consider- 
ation. 

■ To Bapoo Sindheea, who was also atKagor,. the Ameer 
sent Kamdar Khan Jemadar (^) to propose a meet- 
ing for the coasid oration of matters of mutual advan- 
tage. The Chief was at the time on- bad terms with 
Siwaee Singh, in consequence of the irregularity of the 
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latter’s provision of funds for the payment of the Sindheea , 
contingent, and for bis general bad faith and selfishness ; 
for he had invited many of Lukhwa Dada’s officers under 
promises which he’ never performed, so much so as to have 
entirely lost character with all the supporters of his cause. 
Bapoo Sindheea indicated through the Ameer’s agent, 
that he would meet him at Khuwan, midway between 
Nagor and Khnrnal, (') to which the Ameer agreed : 
he accordingly went to Khuwan with an escort of a 
thousand horse, and there represented to Bapoo Sin- 
dheea, that Siwaee Singh had deceived Raja Jugut 
Singh to ruin, and was doing the same by him, that 
if he was Avise he would get out of the connection as 
quickly as possible, make his peace with Raja Man Singh 
and leave the Joudhpoor country ; and the Ameer 
concluded by tendering some aid in money, if it should 
be indispensable, to enable his troops to move. Ba- 
poo Sindheea replied to this overture, that the Sooba- 
daree of Joudlipoor was his — and if the Ameer would 
undertake to pay him half of what he might realize from 
it, besides discharging the present arrears of bis troops, 
he was ready to march immediately. The Ameer, on 
hearing this proposition, thought to himself, that the man’s 
feet were somewhat longer than his blanket, and, while 
he was so unreasonable, there could be no coming to 
terms with him. ‘ With considerable art, therefore, in 
order to circumvent him, he began an intrigue with 
Mooneer Khan, Khoda Bukhsh Khan, (“) Dara Khan, 
Deendar Khan, Fyzoollah Khan, (^) of Puchpuha, and 
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others, M'ho; to the number of about one thousand Sugars, 
were in service with .Bapoo Sindheea at Nagor, but dissatis- 
fied at the time from delay in the payment of their arrears. 
These men happened now to be on escort duty with Bapoo 
Sindheea, ' and the Ameer ’ instigated them to raise a 
tumult ahd miltiny. They did so, in consequence, and 
got Bapoo Sindheea into their power, subjecting him to 
considerable severities, and. not Jetting the members of 
his family or his private servants approach him. The 
Ameer, fighting still the battle of circumvention, came up 
now with his ti oops, and professing to be very angry with 
the Afghans, said, " You have availed yourselves of the 
opportunity of Bapoo Sindheea’s coming to meet me to 
seize him : This I must resent as an, indignity to myself.” 
The Afghans said — " TFe have a right to get our arrears 
as we can, we will not liberate him till they are paid.” 
The Ameer then went with two or three attendants to 
Bapoo Sindheea, and said—" There is no getting the 
Afghans to consent to your release without a present 
payment, which neither you nor I are well able to pro- 
vide. Ori the other hand,” continued the Ameer, “ my 
credit is concerned at your capture under these circum- 
stances,, something, therefore, must he done: what do yon 
advise?” Bapoo Sindheea, who had been very severely 
treated by the Afghans, s.aid— " At all events, get me 
out of the hands of these villains.” The Ameer asked 
what was due to the Afghans, and how much was to he 
received from Siwaee Singh. He said—" I owe them 
about three lakhs, and have the same amount to receive 
from' that Chief.” .The Ameer then said—" If you wilj 
engage to leave the Toudhpoor territory, I will take the 
debt on myself,” Bapoo Sindheea agreed to the condition, 
but said — “ J'eaii Baptiste is here at Nagor along with 
me.: .how will he be able to get away, jvithotit receiving 
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his arrears V’ The Ameer aske'd how mnch .might he 
due to him, and the Bapoo said, a lakh of rupees. The 
Ameer said — " I can give him an assignment for that 
sum on the revenues of Asop, a dependency of Joudh- 
poor, he may 'get it from thence. If he does not like 
what I propose thus in good will for you, let him levy his 
arrears as he can.” Bapoo Sindheea being completely 
over-reached, went awa}-, professing great obligations to 
the Ameer, in order to persuade Jean Baptiste to agree to 
the terms. Hewas at the time encamped atSondwah,(*) 
five kos from l^agor, and sending thither for Siwaee 
Singh, they told him of the terms agreed upon. J eau Bap- 
tiste said, at the consultation held, that, if the Ameer 
would come in person, and add an undertaking to he 
answerable for the lakh of rupees, if it were not realized 
from Asop, he should agree at once. The Ameer hear- 
ing of this, and thinking his object gained, went with a 
few troops to give to Jean Baptiste the assurance he 
desired, and though he was warned to be careful of trea- 
chery, he paid no attention, hut went boldly to Bapoo 
Sindheea’s encampment, and satisfied both Jean Baptiste, 
and the Afghans, to whom he gave the guarantee he had 
promised of their arrears, and then returned to his own 
ground at Khumal. Bapoo Sindheea and Jean Baptiste 
immediately broke up their camp, and moved towards 
Asop, where they levied eighty thousand rupees of the 
lakh, and fort}’^ thousand rupees more from the villages 
and towns round about, and then went to Ajmeer. Sug'ee 
Rao Ghatkeahad also separated his troops, and Heera 
Singh’s brigade, from the Ameer at Joudbpoor, and he 
too marching on Ajmeer, met there Bapoo Sindheea, so 
the field was now open to the Ameer without a rival. 
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Bapoo Sindlieea’s Afghans had come over to the 
Ameer, from •whom their arrears -were to be realized. 
With their troops and his own, he marched from Khnrnal 
to Sondwah, which is five kos from Nagor, and there 
encamped, waiting for Mookhtar-ood-Doula’s force, con- 
sisting of the brigades of Lai Singh and Mehtab Khan, 
and for the other troops, which were on detached service 
in different parts of the Joudfapoor territory, under 
Colonel Mohun Singh,' and Mohummud Ghufoor Khan; 
In tliis interval, the intrigue of Meerza Hajee Beg, the 
Ameer’s agent with Siwaee Singh, began to work : that 
Chief agreed to pay forty lakhs of rupees, and the agent 
•brought a proposition to this effect in writing from 
Siwaee Singh. The Ameer being determined to bring this 
wily Chief into his net one way or other, replied,. “The 
.amount will do, hut how is it to be paid? What are the 
instalments and periods of payment?” Siwaee Singh upon 
.this agreed to pay thirteen lakhs, in as many days from the 
date of his first interview with the Ameer, and the 
remaining twenty-seven lakhs on the day ofPhokul Singh’s 
instalment, and Baja Man Singh’s expulsion, and he 
added tliat ifMookhtar-ood-Doula Mohummud Shah Khan 
would he the guarantee of the engagement, he was ready 
immediately to give the Ameer the interview. The 
Ameer consented to all this, and sent Mobkhtar-ood- 
Doula to Siwaee Singh, who required this officer to give 
him a guarantee on oath, whereupon he came away to ask 
the Ameer, what he was to do. “ Determine,” said 
the Ameer, “for yourself what is best for my service, 
and for the cause of the army of the faith.” Although the 
known perfidy of Siwaee Singh, and the many attempts 
he had made to undermine and ruin the Ameer, were 
quite sufficient to justify the getting rid of him by, trea- 
chery, and indeed to make any means eroplo^.ed against 
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him, meritorious, still, iu order to satisfy certain doubts 
and scruples which the ISTuwab Mookhtar-ood-Doula had 
conceived on the score of morality, all the officers 
united in declaring, that to shed the blood of an enemy to 
the faith, by treachery, when necessary for the good of the 
general cause of the faith, and its army, or for the service 
of one’s Chief, was lawful. Thus the Nuwab was brought 
to agree. The place fixed for the meeting to complete 
the compact with Siwaee Singh was Markeen Saheb’s 
house, (') midway between Nagor and Sondwah. Siwaee 
Singh, the accursed, came thither with one or two thou- 
sand horse, in perfect confidence and security, and 
Mookhtar-ood-Doula met him and made the oaths required. 
But as Siwaee Singh was not satisfied unless the 
Ameer also set his hand to the compact, and as he urg- 
ed Mookhtar-ood-Doula to send for him for the purpose, 
the Ameer too went, and gave him' his hand to an engage- 
ment to this effect ; that if Siwaee Singh should keep his 
promise, and be punctual in the payment of the money stipu- 
lated, the compact should stand as arranged, but upon any 
the least failure on his part, it was to be null and void: the 
Ameer said further, “ Truth is a looking-glass to shew the 
face, and according to the Hindee proverb, hur jyse ho 
tysd, every , one has his match — if there lives in your - 
heart any remnant of the old enmity, you must be pre- 
pared to stand the consequences.” The accursed Siwaee 
Singh was satisfied with these ambiguous assurances, and 
to outward appearance, forming a wolf’s friendship, came 
and pitched his tents near the Ameer’s encampment," along 
with his troops and attendants. But the dust of hate and 
rancour was not washed from his mind, and he was watch- 
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inff an opportunity, to , circumvent, tlie Aineer. Andp 
Ham Chobee, (*) Raja Man Singh’s vakeel in attendance 
on the Ameer, wrote to the Raja, informing: him .of 
the inti'igue which was carried on, and of the .rcr 
suit apparent in Siwaee Singh’s having, joined the camp, 
and he added, that it would now seem that the Ameer had 
engaged himself to. seat Dhokul Singh on the.musnudbf 
Joudhpoor. The Raja. saw through the plot, and feared 
not for the Ameer’s fidelity; still, to keep up appearances, 
he wrote. in reply, “ Let him do his worst.” In the mean 
time, Siwaee Singh, whose heart was not clean from the 
rust of hate and enmity, and who, notwithstanding, the 
oaths interchanged, was still planting the seeds of treachery 
and guile, hired four assassins for one hundred gold mohurs, 
.and the promise of a village to each in J ageer, to lay in wait 
.for the Ameer and slay him : and the four men, for theese- 
oution of their wicked purpose, came to the camp, and pro- 
fessing to be seeking service, and to be of the Mohum- 
mudan faith, put up at a tent pitched by the Ameer’s 
father-in-law, Moharamud Ayaz Khan, for the entertain- 
ment of strangers, in front of his own. As the scent of the 
flower of wickedness will betray itself, though it be covered 
with a hundred folds of linen, it so happened that one. of 
the faithful servants of Baja Man Singh, who was about 
Siwaee Singh as a sp)", got to a knowledge of this plot, 
•and let the Raja know of it, and he wrote to the Ameer 
a detailed account, with the names, and a description of 
the persons of the assassins, even to the fact of their 
coming into camp in the manner related. The Ameer 
being thus put on his guard, went in the night, followed 
by two or three khidrautkars, with a dagger in his hand, to 
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the ' tent of his father-in-law where the assassins were 
lying; and that he might not be recognized, he wrapped 
up his face in a handkerchief, and so creeping into the 
tent waked the miscreants, and sitting down as a 
stranger, asked them what their plans were. They replied; 
''We are looking out for service, and have no other plans in 
view.” The Ameer said, “ What you are looking out for is 
not service; You are come to assassinate the Ameer.” 
They put on the appearance of alarm, and said; “ What 
is this you say? are you bent on mining us and spoiling 
our hopes and prospects, and getting us turned out of 
camp?” The Ameer replied — “ Why do you conceal 
your purpose from me ? Siwaee Singh has sent me to 
execute the same, and has told me of your coming, and of 
yonr having each received a hundred gold mohurs and a 
promise of a village in Jageer. I know all your real 
names — you are so and so, natives of such and such 
villages, I too have my hundred gold mohurs, and Siwaee 
Singh has told me to concert matters with you, which is 
the reason of my coming to you at this time in secret.” 
They were silent nt hearing this, and the Ameer saw 
that they had still some doubts, and required some 
pledge or further proof on his part, so he said in a low 
tone of voice, “ Come to a distance from this place, 
and tell me all your plans, and I will communicate mine.” 
They accordingly got up to go with the Ameer, and came 
out of the tent : the Ameer’s servants, who were waiting 
outside with mushals, (links) joined the party upon a motion 
from him ; whereupon they asked, who these were ? upon 
which, the Ameer said “ These are all fellow conspira- 
tors.” When the Ameer had led them to a retired place 
outside the camp, he made .them sit down, and asked 
what plan they had settled for the assassination. Each 
of them told a separate story — one was to slit the tent 
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kunats, and so get at tl\e Ameer wlien asleep, — anotker 
to endeavour to get enrolled amongst the personal ser- 
vants and guards,— another was for attacking him openly 
as he went through the camp. Having now heard enough 
to satisfy himself of their purpose, the Ameer ordered 
the lamps to be brought forward, and then taking oif the 
handkerchief which concealed his face, and showing 
himself, he said, “ See, tam the person you have come to 
assassinate : Tell me now how you will effect your pur- 
pose?” Of a truth, the Divine protection watches over 
the great in this world, and their presense inspires awe; 
the four assassins fell on their knees trembling, and asked 
pardon and forgiveness. . The Ameer released one of 
the four, in order that he might go and report what had 
happened to Siwaee Singh : the other three he took to his 
father-in-law, ^ and committing them to his custody, told’ 
him to be more careful in future whom he admitted to 
his hospitality, and received into his tents. _ Mohummud 
Ayaz Khan made many excuses, and professed his entire 
dgnorance, as to who or what the men were, and the 
Ameer then retired to his own tents. 

The Ameer now reflected,' that having this proof that 
Siwaee Singh was plotting for his assassination, notwith- 
standing the oaths interchanged between them, besides 
W'hich, the first stipulated period had passed, and no money 
was forthcoming, he- might fairly consider, that he was 
absolved entirely from his engagement, and free to pursue 
his own designs against'that accursed one. Accordingly, 
going one day with a few attendants to his tents, the 
Ameer said,' • “ The thirteen days are out, and you have 
■ not paid the thirteen lakhs : indeed twice the time has 
' elapsed -that was agreed upon, and you have paid nothing ; 
'my compact therefoi’e is null and void : and in retmnfor 
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your conduct in this matter, I have come to tell you, 
-that I am prepared to send you safe to Nagor, or ivhere 
else you will.” Si'U'aee Singh resorted to flattering 
speeches to soothe and appease the Ameer, hut he made 
at the same time signs, and to his people whispered, that 
now was the time to get the better’ of the Ameer 
by treachery. ■ The Ameer, however, was too deeply 
versed in the game of cunning to be so over-reached, 
and saw what was designed; Mounting, therefore.-without 
giving them time to efiect their purpose, he went imme- 
diately to his own tents, and thence in order to finish the 
game with this false one, he sent immediately Nuwab 
Mookhtar-ood-Donla Mohummud Shah Khan, and Raee 
Himmut Raee, to wait upon Siwaee Singh as in comp- 
liment, and to bring him to take leave of the Ameer. 

VERSE. 

Siwaee Singti has come to the tents of the Ameer, 

He comes to the toils like a noose-stricken deer ; 

The troops are drawn oat, not in open parade, 

But concealed by knnats, and in close ambuscade ; 
Without — every tent rope is fast to its^pin, 

But all. are in hand manned by Khlasees within ; 

The guards are all ready, with weapons all bright, 

Not presented for honor, but loaded for fight ; 

The cannon are pointed, with matches in hand, 

The cannoniers wait for the note of command. 

The fife’s thrilling tone is the signal assigned, 

And to all the Ameer has their parts well defined ; 

When the fife shall strike up, every tent- rope must go. 

And the tent be let fall on the heads of the foe ; 

And the mouths of the cannon, and grenadiers stout. 

Be shown all at once to the escort without — 

All now is arranged, and the net ready spread. 

When the victim to make his last visit is led. 

He comes with a plentiful suite of Rathors, 

The Chiefs crowd with rudeness within the tent doors. 
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_ ■ ."While the rest of the escort remaining mthout, . ! ^ 

Keep close to the tent with their eyes . well about; . 

K awab Mookhtar-Doula has had the Chief sit, 

For occasion to go forth, he taxes his wit ; 

And Kaee Himmut Race is too wise to he snared, 

He will just step and see if the khilat's prepared ; ' 

Both seek the Ameer, and report that their prey 
Is fast in the toils, unsuspecting foul play. 

“ Strike up,” said ,th' Ameer, to the fifer^ who stood, ^ 
With fife to his lip, “give the signal of blood! 

Be the curtain now drawn 1” The tent falls at the rvords, ’ 
The Khlasees as bidden have let go the cords, • 

All w’ithin are enveloped, and thus their fate meet, 

The tent-fly to them is a death-winding-sheet; 

And the grenadiers stand as for battle arrayed, 

• In the void are the cannon with matches displayed. 

, "While the camp heats to arms, and with weapons on high, 
The Rathors are surrounded, and all made to' die. 

Thus ever success crowns the plans of wise. 

Mount! Mount! forbfagor! be that city the prize. 

, The place was soon won, none were there to command, 

^ And large was the booty that there fell to band. 

Tlie facts were simply as follows. Wlien the accursed 
Siwaee Singb cairfe with liis escort of one or two thousand 
horse, he was brought to the Ameer’s tent by tlie Nuwab 
Mookbfar-ood-Douia Mohummud . Sbab Kban, and by 
Raee Himmut Race. The Ameer had pitched bis large 
tent for the purpose, and they took him inside, where be 
went and sat, down with all liis Chiefs of note. The 
Suwars and foot. men lie had brought for escort, stood^ 
round the tent and outer kuaats. The tent was the net 
the Ameer, had'^pread for his prey. On bne side, all the 
rope's of it were properly fastened to the pins, but within 
the enclosure on the opposite side they were held m 
, hand,' ready to be. dropped at a signal, and all the 
space within the enclosed kunats was filled with cannon. 
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pointed, 'with matches lighted, and the Ameer gave order, 
that on hearing a fife sound, the tent should be let fall on the 
heads of all within, and the artillery be discharged in the 
faces of the escort, while parties of men of known courage, 
should rush upon them and finish the whole. The plan 
succeeded completely.* Upon the fated man being con- 
ducted to the lent of audience, the Nuwab Mookhtai-ood- 
Doula and Raee?Himmut Raee went out, on the pretence 
of seeing if the dresses of honor and other things were all 
prepared ; they came and reported to the Ameer that all 
was read}", and explained how the matter stood. The 
Ameer, being satisfied that he had got his victim 
fast in the net, gave the word to sound the fife. It 
sounded like the trumpet of the last day, and a confu- 
sion ensued like that of the day of Judgment. (') The 
Klilasees immediately let go the tent ropes and. 
jumped nimbly on one side, and the tent went down like 
a shot on the heads of the fated men within. The cannon 
were at the same time discharged at the tent and escort, 
and cut the whole to pieces, while the Ameer had placed 
detachments of select men from his battalions, ready in 
ambuscade, to rush in and finish them, and had further 
paraded many of his special horse in mail, having, for 
days before made a practice of reviewing them at that 
hour and spot, in order to prevent suspicion. Thus the 
whole party were put Jo the" sword, and the Ameer rid- 
ing off to Nagor, gained admittance at once to the city, 
and established his authority there, capturing an immense 


(’) Tlih atrocians act of crnel villainy vras perpetrated on the 4th 
April, 1608, and astonWied even Rathor perfidy. In the promiscnons 
MangUter, occasioned by the firins of grape throngU the tent as it 
was falling, several of the Ameer's men met their death. The nantch 
girls and their attendants, who were in the tent, were enveloped with 
the rest, and some Puthan Sirdars also were slain along with the Rajpoots. 
The life of friend or foe was bnt of small accoont with the Ameer, 
when a polilical object was to be gained. 
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booty, and struck the kettle-drums and . trumpets of 
Yictory, 

Haja Dbokul Singh, and the Bikaneer Raja, and Slwaee 
Singh s sons, who were all in Nagor, fled precipitately 
to Bikaneer and Phookurun, and the Ameer , having 
settled a contribution upon Nagor, staid there some 
days. Leaving afterwards several battalions there from 
ditfereut brigades under Mohummud Gbufoor Khan, he 
returned himself to Joudbpoor, where be was extremely 
well received by Raja Man Singh, to whose officers he 
made over the fort and city of Nagor. The Raja pro- 
fessed himself to be under such obligations for this 
service, that he assigned for the Ameer’s residence 
some houses within the fort of Joudhpoor, and of the 
sum of thirty-five lakhs which it had been agreed in 
writing that the Ameer was to receive for getting rid 
of Siwaee Singh, and expelling Raja Dhokul Singh 
from -..Nagor, about half was paid down, and devoted 
by the .Ameer to the dischai'ge of the arrears due to the 
troops, and the rest was promised by Raja Man Singh in 
a short time. 

In the midst of all this, one of Raja Man Singh’s 
dependent Thakoors wrote to him in ’Hindee to this 
effect,—.'' The Ameer has now taken possession of J oudh- 
poor, and of all the principal places in Marwar, to the 
prejudice of your proper authority the Mooshlmans will 
shortly be the rulers of the territory of this principality.” 
By some chance, this letter fell into the Ameer’s bands, 
whereupon, although his health was then indifferent, he 
lost not a moment iu taking leave of Bukbshee Singee 
Induraj, and leaving the fort went to his old residence 
at Raeebagh without the city, about whichvhis army lay 
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encamped. Raja Man Singli vras troubled at this, and 
looking on tbe Ameer’s going, Tvithont notice or formal 
leave from himself, as aproof that something had occurred 
to give him offence, he came with the jBukhshee and some 
other confidential officers, and made apologies, and asked, 
Tvhat could be the reason why the Ameer, being unwell as 
was known, should remove to the less comfortable house 
■vilhout the city. “If,” he said, “which God forbid, any 
thing unpleasant has occurred to give yon dissatisfaction, 
pray let me know it, that I maj' do my best to remove 
all doubt from your mind, and to restore the old confidence 
and cordialitj' between us.” The Ameer at first made 
excuses, and vowed there was nothing whatsoever that 
hehadto complain of ; but as theRajainsisted on knowing, 
he at last produced the Hindee'letter, and showed it to him, 
whereupon he said, “ Of a truth, our concerns and our in- 
terests are still one, no envious time-seeking rivals will be 
able to undermine you with me, or to produce estrange- 
ment between us.” The Ameer upon this took out the 
written engagement he had from the B^ja, to pay thirty- 
five lakhs of rupees, of which the half was still due, and 
fore it in the Raja’s presence, and then made preparations 
.for departure from Joudhpoor: and although the Raja 
was verj" earnest in intreating a further stay, the Ameer 
would not consent, but said, “ ’The money you still owe, 
you may pay at your convenience : I shall now take my 
leave of Joudhpoor.” The Raja returned to his palace, 
and the Ameer, having conferred the title of Raja on Lai 
Singh, the commandant of one of his brigades, sent the 
whole of the troops under command of the Nnwab 
Mookhtar-ood-Doula, to make collections in Bikaneer. 
Mohun Singh he promoted to the rank of Colonel, 
and sent him to administer the Jageer of his son. 
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Vuzeer-ood-Doula Moliummud Vuzeer Khan (i) in Koo- 
roo, and then marched himself towards Jypoor. The’ 
Compiler of this Memoir was in those days attached to 
Colonel Molmn Singh’s brigade, and went with him to 
Kooroo. 

The Ameer, (-) with his select troops, went to Sarabhur, 
and in order to compel a settlement of his claims upon 
Jypoor, was about to. attack the city. Kaja Jugut 
Singh upon this sent Beohra Deena Ram, (3) one of 
Iiis confidential ministers, to settle matters with the 
Ameer, and he entered into anegociation for the purpose; 
but after several days had elapsed without much progress 
being- made towards an adjustment, the Ameer one day 
went at midnight, his usual hour for making the rounds 
of his own camp, to the tents of the Beohra, and desired 
the attendants there to say, that somebody was come on the 
part of the Ameer to confer with him. The Beohra sent 
for him in, and recognizing the Ameer himself, treated 
him with great attention, giving him the seat of honor, 
and representing, that it was not becoming' for Sirdars 
to come thus alone in the night; that the times were 
ticklish, and many persons might be aiming at his life, 
and so find the occasion to execute their purpose. The 
Ameer said — “ 1 have conie without ceremony, my 
business being such as to lead to no difference between 
us : Let us now settle in person the negociation we have 
in hand.” The Beohra said — “Very well:” and the 


. The Ameer left Joudlipoor in the beginning of July, 1808. The 

settlement of affairs with Jypoor occupied him during the lains, and in 
tlie cold.weallier he was employed in adjusting matters at the Louri or 
Juswunt Kao Holkur. 
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Ameer thereupon made a final agreement as to tlie amount 
lie was to receive, and returned to his tents. He then 
dispatched Haee Himmut Raee, and Mohummud Ghufoor 
Khan to .Jypoor, along withBeohra DeenaRam, to realize 
the sum agreed upon, and gave his troops assignments 
upon the forthcoming fund in payment of their arrears. 
He subsequently marched into the Kishengurh territory, 
and dispatched his father-in-law, Mohummud Ayaz Khan, 
with his Rusala, . to act with Colonel Mohun Singh, in 
the management of the Kooroo Jageer, conferred on his 
son Vuzeer-ood-Houla, as above related. 

Muharaj Jnswiint Rao Holkur had at this time come 
by the route of Kota to Bhanpodra, (*) and was busy 
casting cannon, and celebrating the birth of a son, to 
whom he gave the name of Mulhar Rao. He was, 
however, troubled by reports of a- rising amongst the 
Bheels in the mountains about Chandor. These 
tribes having got into their power the wife of Kashee 
Rao, gave out that she was wdth child, and declared their 
intention of raising the issue, if a son, to the Musnud of 
the Holkur family. Under these circumstances Juswunt 
Rao, yielding to the persuasion of several short-sighted 
people, employed Chimna Bhao to quell the insurrection, 
and settled with him that, as the insurgents were numer- 
ous, and had got head in consequence of having Kashee 
Rao’s wife with them, he should take a considerable force 
against them, and make use of Kashee Rao himself, who 
was under restraint all this time in the fort of Galna, by 
setting him nominally at the head of the troops during the 
first operations, but should take an opportunity in the 
course of the campaign against the Bheels, to get rid of 
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Lim in sucli a manner, as that no imputation or suspicion 
should fall oh himself on account of his death. The 
Bhao marched under these instructions, with a consider- 
able force of horse and foot, against the Bheels, and taking 
Kashee Rao from Galna, as agreed upon, went into the 
hills and jungles, within which the Bheels had risen in 
insurrection. He tliere enipIo3md some of his own troops 
to make a sham attack on his camp in the night, and to fire 
blank cartridges, so as to give the opportunity of effect- 
ing his purpose towards Kashee Bao. These men did so. 
pretending to attack the camp, and firing at one corher of 
it. The Bhao iriimediately, availing himself of the strata- 
gem, employed people to put Kashee Rao to death, and 
then gave out, that the Bheels had made a night attack and 
killed him. (‘) Having thus effected his purpose, and the 
Bheels being brought to submission, Cbimna Bhao returned 
to the court of Juswunt Rao Holkur, who being now 
relieved from all apprehension of a rival claimant to the 
Holkur supremacy, received hiju with much satisfaction 
and honor, little dreaming that a retribution, certain but 
dreadful, was hanging over himself. 


In fact, only a few days after this, a raging insanity 
began to show itself in Juswunt Rao. Night and day he 


(') Sir John Malcolm, though he professes to give a most circnm- 
staiifial account of all matters relating to the Holkur family, and though, 
from being long resident at the Court of the young representative of this 
family, lie had the best opportunities of ascertaining facts, '‘is yet the most 
nnsatisfaclovy aulliority that exists, to refer to for a date. The death of 
Kashee Rao Holkur is staled by him to have occurred, not as here related, 
but in the fort of Beejagurh, where, according to him, he was confined 
with his wife, and both are stated to have been belieaded, consequently 
iipon an attempt of some Piitans under Bungush Khan to obtain posses- 
sion of their persons. From the dale at the fop of the page, the year 1800 
is indicated as the time, and the story is told as following close upon the 
death of Khundee Rao. He connects the event, however, with the expe- 
dition of Cliimna Bhao against the Bheels on one hand, and mill the 
insanity of Juswunt Rao on the other, and hence there is ground to 
assume the early part of 1808 as the tine lime of Kashee Rao s death. 
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•w'ould tear his breast with his nails, and knock Iiis head 
against the ground, and strip off his clothes, and ntter 
cries of lond lamentation ; and although the best medical 
practitioners, and magicians of the age -were procured to 
attend him, neither their prescriptions nor their charms 
v.'ere of any avail. Where indeed was the remedy for the 
mind diseased ? This deplorable condition of so great a 
Chief was the fruit of his conduct, first towards Elhundee 
Kao, and afterwards towards Kashee Kao, both of whom 
he had murdered innocent, and in cold blood. The insan- 
ity of JusAvunt Kao Holkur brought the fortunes of that 
house to the lowest ebb, for there was no one among Jus- 
wunt Kao’s nobles and principal officers, competent to take 
on himself the conduct of affairs; and his son was but seven 
or eight months old, when the symptoms of his father’s 
malady began to display themselves. The Holkur officers 
sent information first to the Ameer, and begged of him 
to come and take the management of affairs. The Ameer 
was greatly distressed at hearing of this state of things, 
and went with all haste to see the Muharaj himself. He 
accordingly started for this purpose from Kishengurh, 
with some select horse, thinking the delay that would 
attend the carrying all his troops to be prejudicial, and 
went with all dispatch by Tonk and Indurgurh. (*) The 
Ameer reached Sheergurh in two days, and the horses of 
most of his party being knocked up, he waited there a day 
or two, to allow the stragglers who had fallen behind to 
come up as they might. After a sta}' of two or three days at 
Sheergurh, the Ameer taking with him his son V uzeer-ood- 
Doula hlohummud Vuzeer Khan, started again, and rode 
at once into the camp of the Muharaj at Bhanpoora. His 
compassion was much excited at seeing the condition to 
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which Juswunt Rao Holkur 'was reduced. Meerza Ro- 
ahun Beg, and the other Holkur officers came to -the 
Ameer, and said, that the head of the Holkur family 
being now out of his mind, and the son, an infant of a few 
months old, it behoved the Ameer to take the affairs of 
the family in hand. The Ameer said, ; “ I cannot take 
this upon myself, without incurring aii ill name in the 
world. Better that you, who command the troops should 
hold together as you can, leaving . the administration of 
civil affairs in the hands of the old ‘ officers of the 
family.” The Ameer, accordingl 3 ^ released Bhurman, 
a Chela (^) of the Muharaj, and associating him with 
.Sobha Ram, (') the Choudhuree of artillery, placed him 
over the troops of that arm, and the infantry. The 
command of the Faeegah horse he gave to IMTeean 
Mithoo, (3) Sudur-ood-Deea, and Batoo Patel, (‘^) and 
the revenue administration, and collections of the pergu- 
nas were assigned to Bala Ram Seth and Chimna Bhao. 
Tanteea Jog(^) was emplojmd also as a Karkoon,(or civil 
officer,) in-the conduct of affairs, while GuaputRao(^) was 
nominated the Dewan, and Koosaba the Bukhshee. 
Having settled all these arrangements, the Ameer sent 
for Ghufoov Khan, and giving him the title of iSTawab 
Iftiikhar-ood-Doula, he left him as agent on bis own part, 
and with a general control and superintendence oyer the 
affairs of the family and camp, telling the Holkur officers, 
civil and military, to attend to his advice in all matters. 

The Ameer on this occasion conferred the following 
other titles : on Mobummud J urasheed Khan, that of 
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Nuseer-ood-Doula Istaqamut Jang(*) — on Hajun Pin- 
dara, Nawab Ikliteear-ood-Doula Moostnqeem Jong (°) — 
on Shubamut Khan, (^) son of Knreem Khan, Pindara, 
the title of Surfaraz-ood-Doala. Honors and promotions 
were distributed to other oiHcers of both armies accord- 
ing to their merit and services. 

The Ameer’s army had followed him from Kishengurh, 
and being now collected, he determined to march with 
it against Nagpoor, associating with himself a consider- 
able force of Pindaras. Knreem Khan, Huroo, and 
Cheetoo, Pindaras attached to Sindheea, (Sindheea 
Shahee) were at the time under restraint, and conld not, 
therefore, personally range themselves under the Ameer’s 
standard, but they all sent quotas under Shuhamnt Khan, 
Kamdar Khan, and other sons, relations, or principal 
officers of their respective Doras. 

These events occurred in the Hejira year 122-3. (:^j 

iij a1 \j h;A5>- 1 t— J ^ ^ ^ ^ 

dJj a1 1^ 1 ^ (^) 

(+) A. D. 1808, 28lh Febrnary to ICtb February, 1809. 
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CHAPTER r. 


1809—1810. 

The Ameer proceeds against Nagpoor — Ai'rives at Race 
Sen, in Bhopal — Interview with Vuzeer MoJiummud 
Khan, the Ruler there — Discharges the Pindaras for 
the rains — Passes the season at GuraJcota, making 
collections in the neighbourhood — The Rajahs of the 
ficinity join the Ameer, who attacks Juhulpoor and 
plunders it — Defeats a Nagpoor force — Battle 
tuith Sidk XJlee Khan, the Nagpoor General, loho is 
shut tip in a hill fort — The Nagpoor Raja applies to 
Hydurabad and to the English for succour — Arrival 
of British and Hydurabad troops — The Ameer find- 
ing them in strength, avoids ah action — His troops 
mutiny, and he returns towards the camp of Jusivunt 
Rao Holkur. 

The Ameer marched (') from Bbaapoora upon his expe- 
dition against Nagpoor, with au army of forty thousand 
horse and foot, including his own special horse, the Pin- 
daras, his Deohree (household) battalions, &c. Taking 


(') Tin's expedition was commenced in June, 1809, 
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the route of Sarungpoor and Shujaeelpoor, through Mal- 
■wa, he came by Islamnugur(*) to Raee-Scn, (*) a depeu- 
dehcy of Bhopal. Vuzeer Mohummud, the ruler of 
Bhopal at this lime, came out, on the strength of his for- 
mer intimacy -with the Ameer, to see him there. 

As the rainy season was approaching, the Ameer deter- 
mined to defer his expedition for the present, and he accord- 
ingly gave leave to Rajuu, Kadir Bukhsh, Shuhamut Khan, 
Dost Mohummud Khan, Imam Bukhsh, and the other Pin- 
dara leaders, to return to their several homes, upon a pro- 
mise to rejoin when the rains were over. The Ameer then, 
with his own special troops, went by the route of Bhilsa, (^) 
levying a contribution thereby thfeway, he passed Sagur, 
and then moved on to Deoree Korcbamur. (‘^) From this 
place the Ameer started with four or five hundred horse only, 
and by a forced and rapid march reached Chanwulpatha, (^) 
on the Nurbuda, belonging to Nagpoor, and distant forty 
kos. There were here three or four hundred matclilock- 
men of the Raja’s, whom the Ameer attacked immediately 
and drove away. He then surrounded the place, waiting 
the arrival of his main body, and giving out that he was 
the Ameer’s Bukhshee, come to settle on his part for a 
contribution. The toAvns-people were thus amused all day 
with negociation, and the time was lost that might have 
been usefully employed by them in preparation for defence, 
or in removing property. They, seeing how few were 
about the town, thought to buy them away with two or 
three thousand mpees, but soon afterwards, when the , 


.370 


CATTTONS FOR THE RAINS. 


main body arrived, tbe Ameer by threats extorted an 
agreement for eighty thousand, and staid a few days, for 
its collection. He then marched to Hatheea,;(') near 
Gura-Kota. (=) , Raja Murdun Singh (3) of that place, 
and the other Chiefs of the neighbourhood, - came and 
joined the Ameer, and the rains were here spent by him. 

It was the Ameer’s frequent practice to wander about 
the camp by night with one or two servants, in order to 
ascertain the condition and temper of .the troops. One 
night having done so in his own army, he thought he would 
proceed to Raja Murdun Singh’s encampment, which 
■ was about a kos off, to see how matters stood there: he 
accordingly went that way, till he came to a small stream, 
on both sides of which people were sitting, to whom he 
gCnt a servant to ask what they were about. They answer- 
ed that the waters were out, and they could not find a ford 
to cross by. The Ameer went a few paces along the 
bank, and then descending into tbe bed of the stream, 

' and tr 3 dng the water with a staff he had in his hand, he 
ascertained where the ford was practicable, and crossed 
over. He thereupon sent to point out to the people 
where they could cross, and went on to Raja Murdun 
Singh’s encampment, where he sent in word, that he had 
come on a message from the Ameer, and wished to speak 
with the Raja. The Raja’s servant recognized the 
Ameer, and running in all haste to the Raja, gave him 
notice. He had then just bathed, and was on the point of 
taking his night’s meal ,• but coming out to the Ameer, he 
took him into the teat, and giving him the seat of honor, 
asked whetlier he should send for the dancing girls. The 
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Ameer said there M'as no occasion, and after sitting a short 
time, rose to go away ; and. although the Haja wished to 
order his palkee, and to send with him an escort of horse, 
he would not have either, but returned as he came. Some 
horse of the Raja’s followed, nevertheless, at a distance, 
as a guard as far as to the Ameer’s piquets, and then 
returned. 

The Ameer soon after tliis dismissed Raja Murdun 
Singh, and the other Chiefs of the country, and sent back 
also to Sheergurh his own family, with his son, IQ'uwab 
Vuzeer-ood-DouIa, whom he had sent for and kept with 
him at Gurakota, giving them Meean Syud Ulee Shah (^) 
for escort. He then marched and encamped on the further 
hank of the Chhaeen, (-) (Cane River) putting to the 
sword a party of the Raja’s troops who were posted there 
to defend the Ghat. Again, marching by Tejgurh, (5) 
and passing a Ghat at the foot of the mountains hear that 
place, he encamped on the Huron (^) rivulet, at a village 
named Khskee. (^) Here he was delayed a day by the 
fords not being practicable. On the second day, how- 
ever, the water having fallen, he found a ford, and crossed. 
The town of Jubulpoor, belonging to Rughoojee, was 
only one stage from this, and the Raja had a force there 
of seven or eight thousand horse and foot, and fourteen 
guns, under Nabha Ghatkeea. (^) The Ameer started 
with a party, lightly equipped, to surprise this force; but 

(^) (■) O 

(s) The original has bat it is not improbable, the place 

referred to will be Kntnngee, which would be written and by 

omission of the nooktas, or points, might well be mistaken and copied as 
Knskee. 

U) This occurred in October, 1809. 
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Nabba Gbatkeea Laving received intelligence of Us 
approach, retired to a strong position on a hill about 
seven kos distant. The Ameer leaving a party to watch 
the town of Jubulpoor, (*) went three kos in the direc- 
tion of the enemy, and then detaching Mohummud Syud 
Khan, Unnir Khan, Jumsheed Khan, and Dara Shah 
Khan, Afghans, with the Nnwab Shuharaut Khan, Meerza 
XJmur Beg, and other Chiefs of Pindaras, to the hills ' 
against Nabha Ghatkeea, encamped for the night, wait- 
ing the issue with the rest of his horse. Mohummud 
Syud Khan and the rest, who went against Nabha 
Ghatkeea, brought him to action at the foot of the pass, 
and after a few hours fighting, in which many of the infi- 
dels fell under the swords of the Champions of the faith, 
the enemy was defeated, and dispersed, leaving in the 
victors’ hands several horses, nine elephants, and fourteen 
guns. The detachment rejoined the Ameer nest day, 
and the reserves and baggage, which bad been left behind, 
also came up. The Ameer then entered Jubulpoor (”) 
with his victorious army, and obtained a large booty there, 
besides levying a present contribution, and be placed 
garrisons in the town, and in all the surrounding places. 
Here, in consequence of the mutiny and misconduct of bis 
Afghan . troops, he was detained for a month and a half, 
and the Raja of.Nagpoor availing himself of the interval,, 
got . together a force of twenty-five thousand horse and 
foot, the latter chiefly composed of Sikhs, and sent it with 
a large artillery, under the command of Sidq XJlee Khan, 

' ■ ' j.- n (') 

(3) The Ameerahvays calls this officerSldq Ulee Khan, (j tJ, 

In the correspondence of Government and Other authorities, the name 

is altvays written Sudeeq Ulee Khpn, ui 
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to Sreenugur, (*) ’whicli is ten kos from Jnbulpoor, and 
amongst the mountains. 

The Ameer npon entering on this expedition, had sent 
Shahid Khan, (') as a Vakeel, or agent on his part to Kag- 
poor, and through liim the Raja tendered a share of his own, 
and of Sindheea’s territory, on the condition of co-operation 
and assistance. The Vakeel returned with overtures to this 
effect, and anegociation on the subject was opened. Matters 
being in this state, the Ameer had no desire to bring on a 
battle, but the Afghans in their wilfulness made rea- 
dy for action, and the Ameer seeing this, sent his 
reserve and baggage towards Gnrakota, and went out 
with a party of his light troops, and in this manner 
came to Sreenugur, and invested the place. Although 
the enemy had the advantage of a position in hills, and 
surrounded by nullas and. ravines and thick tangled woods, 
of all which he failed not to avail himself to the utmost, 
still the Ameer so effectually surrounded him, and cut off 
his communications, that Sidq Ulee Khan opened a nego- 
ciation through Kuwab Jumsheed Kbau, one of the 
•Ameer’s Sirdars, and holding out hopes of a money set- 
tlement with Nagpoor, offered to surrender. Jumsheed 
Khan being backed by a large party of Afghans, deter- 
mined to turn the circumstance to his personal advantage, 
and coming to the Ameer, said, “If yon wish to bring 
Nagpoor to terms with our assistance, here is the oppor- 
tunity ; otherwise give us our discharge, and carry on the 
war without us.” The Ameer not desiring to break -svith 
this Sirdar, authorized him to conclude an arrangement 
for thirteen lakhs for Kagpoor, which being agi’eed to. 
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Nudeem Saheb,(0 Sidq Ulee Khan’s younger'hrother, 
and two considerable Saliookars and a Goosaeen, were 
given as hostages. Taking these persons, therefore, 
along with him back to Jnbnipoor, the Ameer waited a 
week to see the issue. 

In the mean time, Sidq Ulee Khan, and Fabha 
Ghatkeea, having reported the inadequacy of their force 
to cope - with the Ameer, applied to Raja Eughojee 
Ghoosla for succour, and he, making great, exertions, 
brought together a large army of fifty or sixty thousand 
horse and foot, composed of cavalry, borrowed, from 
Nizam Ulee Khan . of'H 3 'durabad, of Suwars from 
Kripa Kanor, Mabratta Mankurees, (‘) and Punjabees, 
added to all the troops he had under his personal com- 
mand, and with these he prepared to relieve Sidq XJlee 
Khan. 

The Ameer was in this instance taken off bis guard : 
for he considered the hostages to be sufficient pledg- 
es for the sincerity of the offer to negociate, and feel- 
ing sure of getting the. money, was making prepara- 
tions for leaving the country. , To increase the difficulty 
of. his situation, Mohummud Jumsheed Khan, and the 
.other .Afreedee Rusaladars, fancying that the Ameer 
intended to get the money into his, own possession, and 
then march homeward, without mafcing.'any distribution of 
paj'^, began a tumult and mutiny for their arrears. They 
subjected the Ameer to Dlmrna, and treated him, with 


(^) See Grant Duff, vol. 11. page 353, for the e-YpIauatiflii of (his 
term. Mankuree,' which means literally, man of distincKoo, hut lias 
been applied to every petty holder of landed ppperty who provides Uis 
own hoise and takes service. 
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much severity ;■ nor -would they remit or relax , in their 
treatment of him, even Avhen they heard that the Nagpoor 
army had come to within one march of Juhulpoor: for 
they insisted, that the money arrangement was settled, 
and that the bringing of the Nagpoor troops was hut a 
feint to deceive them, and to get them out of the country 
without any issue of pay. Such was the state of things in 
the Ameex-’s army, when he was threatened with an attack 
by Rughoojee’s army, reinforced by the troops above 
mentioned. With great difficnlty, partly by persuasion 
and partly by compulsion, he got a considerable party of 
Afghans to agree to march under his orders; but those 
who kept aloof, and separated themselves altogether from 
him, were very numerous ; and to add to his difficulties, 
thePindaras, whom he had sent to their homes till the end 
of llie rains, under promise of returning at the close of 
the season, were .not yet arrived, by reason of the distance. 
Thus the Ameer, feeling that his force was weakened by 
the loss of the services of the mutineers and seceders, and 
that those who continued faithful were dispirited and dis- 
contented, and being desirous also of allowing time for 
the Pindaras to join, determined to avoid an action if 
possible, and to retire towards Bhopal. In execution of 
this plan, he left Jubulpoor, and took up ground about 
two kos off at the foot of the hills north of the town. 
The enemy also came up, and encamped at a distance of 
three kos only from the Ameer, TJie ground here was 
too full of ravines and tangled jungul for an action. 
Being still desirous therefore of avoiding a battle, the 
Ameer explained to the seven or eight thousand horse, 
and to the single battalion, which constituted all the force 
he had then about him, that the enemy was now upon 
them, and the ground such as not to allow of an action 
to be fought, therefore, that the *reserve and baggage 



37<3 OVERTAKEN BY THE NAG POOR ARMY. 

should be scut forthwith . across the river (Hurun,*) and' 
next morning he would make as orderly a .retreat as 
possible towards Tejgurh, which was a large place, M'ell 
adapted for a battle, or for any further operations that, 
might be determined upon. , The obstinate Afghans, 
would not hearken to this scheme, and refused altogether 
to move from the ground. The Ameer, having issued 
orders for the reserve to march in the morning, went with 
a light force of four or five thousand, horse to try and, 
persuade the Afghans to join in the movement. While 
he was employed in wrangling , and arguing with them, 
and before his reserves were well across the ris'.er, the. 
enemy, leaving his rear guard and baggage in camp, 
appeared with a light force, and coming up as for action,,: 
opened witli artillery on the Ameer's troops. The obsti- 
nate fools of Afghans were not yet satisfied, but said to ; 
themselves — " The firing is only a ruse of the Ameer’s 
to get as to leave the country, and to allow himself : 
to pocket Uie money.” The enemy, in the mean time, came 
unopposed to the edge of the ravines of the nulla, which 
protected the camp on that side, and from thence opened . 
on tlie Afghans with inusquetry as well as cannon. The 
Ameer lost all patience at this absurd conduct of these- . 
men, and at last said to them — ■“ This you see is the con- ; 
sequence of 3mur factions, and mutinies, and absurd 
suspicions. Say now — is the peace ratified with the . 
Ghoosla, that you were to this moment so.sure of?” The 
men at last began to be ashamed of themselves, and hung 
down their heads, and prepared for action as well as 
circumstances would admit. At this precise moment, 
the Ameer’s standard elephant became so mttst as to be , 
quite unmanageable, and ran about the camp wounding 
and killing people, without submitting in the least to the 
controul of his Mahout. Some Suwars, with their spears, 
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brought him at length to be a little more tractable, still 
he would not move as required, but threw up the dust 
with his trunk, and charged like mad, right and left. 
The Ameer seeing this, reflected that the elephant’s must 
state at this juncture showed it was the will of God 
that the battle should be fought in the midst of confusion, 
thus giving to the enemy’s fortune all the aid and advan- 
tage possible. . He proceeded, however, to make his dis- 
positions in all haste. (‘) On the right, he posted Jum- 
sheed Khan, Fnqeer Mohummud Khan, Mohummud 
Saeed Khan, Kootub Ood-deen, Moonuwur Khan, and 
the other Afreedee Rusaladars ; on the left, Umur Khan, 
Dara Shah* Khan, Mohummud ; Saeed Khan, Suroor 
Khan, and the other Rampoor Sirdars. The Ekas, that 
is his own body of independent horse, "with the infantry of 
TJluf Reg, (^) &c. were in the center, and thrown forward 
to stand the brunt of the action. In this order, the bat- 
tle commenced. There were some ravines interposed, 
which prevented a charge, and the troops could not come 
to close conflict; but the Punjabee horse in the enemy’s 
service dismounted, and entering the ravines, opened with 
matchlocks on the men of the left wing of the Ameer’s 
army. The Ameer, thinking the time was come to strike 
ablow, rode immediately to the left, and sent Munglee, (^) 
his Kidmutkar, to tell the Rampoor Sirdars to charge, in 
order to prevent the Punjabees from advancing beyond 
the ravines in that quarter. This man executed his part 
admirably, riding in front of the Rampoor Afghans, and 
calling out, that now was the time to show their courage 
and prowess. By this means he inspired them with 


p) This affair took place on the ITth November, 1809. 
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such emulation, that they charged the Punjahees into the 
ravines, and committed great havoc amongst them. 
Those of them who escaped, and endeavoured, to save 
themselves by flight, ' were followed by the horsemen 
across the ravine, and the whole, body was dispersed and 
cut to pieces. After this, further pursuing their success 
the Ameer’s men got tlirough,'. and to the rear of the 
enemy’s line. In like manner, on the opposite or right 
wing, J umsheed Khan and the otlier Afreedee Rusaladars, 
were ordered to the charge by the Ameer,.who rode about 
every where quite alone, giving his directions, and regu- 
' lating the battle, as far as the state of things would allow. 
The charge on that side, also, was successfully pushed to 
a steep position occupied by the enemy. But in the midst of 
these successes on'bbth wings, a body of the enemy’s horse, 
in number .about ten or twelve thousand, who had hitherto 
remained, in good order, apart from the battle; came and 
charged the center of the Ameer’s line,, where he was 
posted in person. It so happened that the elephant 
with the standard had again begun to be unruly, and 
leaving his post in front of the Ameer’s Sinvaree, charged 
the different bodies of horse, and killed and overturned 
several ti-oopers. This accident broke entirely the order 
intended to be observed, scattered the men, and abstract- 
ed their attention from the enemy towards the abominable 
animal,- and it was just at this time, tliat tbe body of the 
enemy before-mentioned came down to the charge, and 
crossed the nulla, and broken ground in front, without 
opposition during the confusion.' The Ameer’s cavalry 
being already broken by the must elephant, took flight 
before the enemy, without offering any effectual resis- 
tance, and the Ameer himself was left with not more 
than fifty horse near him, and about the same number of 
foot soldiers , of- Uluf Beg’s battalions. By this small 
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"body "was the enemy’s charge received, and tlie conflict 
soon became close, 'when many of the Ameer’s men being 
killed or wounded, the rest gave ground, and got out of 
the way. Only five or six troopers, s-uch as Jumsheed 
Khan, (’) Allah Dad Khan, and Ulee Mohumraud Kban,(*) 
stood by the Ameer. In the confusion of the melee, the 
Ameer’s men and the enemy were mixed, and one of the 
latter riding at Jumsheed Khan, struck at him with a 
lance, which penetrating his coat of mail, pierced his 
chest, and came out at his back : yet he was not 
killed — but drawing out the spear himself with great 
resolution, he not only escaped with life, but recovered 
entirely of the wound. Another of the enemy’s Suwars 
in mail came against the Ameer in person, and both struck 
at one another with their spears at the same moment. The 
Ameer’s spear got entangled in the man’s ring-mail and 
clothes, and was drawn out of his hand. His opponent’s 
spear, however, had gone through the sleeve of the Ameer’s 
Dugla (quilted coat), and the Ameer siezing hold of it 
drew it out of the man’s hand, and using it himself after- 
wards, slew and disabled with it niany of the enemy : but 
the. Ameer was, in the course of this chance medley, car- 
ried away with .the body of the enemy, and rode with 
them some distance without being recognized, until he 
watched his opportunity, and escaped from the midst of 
them, while they retired to their own ground. The effect 
' of this charge was such that the Ameer’s men were all 
broken and dispersed. Rallying them, however, as well 
as he could, he got together a body, with which he 
saved his guns, which were already at the Ghat of the 
Hurun, and then crossing the river, he retired to the 
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, opposite tank, of the Chliayn (Cane, j • about five kos fur- 
ther off, and there encamped. The,AfreedeeandRampoor 
.A-f^hans, "who had been successful 'in their 'respective 
parts of the field, seeing the confusion in the center, made 
for the .standard elephant and 'finding the battle com- 
pletely lost; came also to camp, leaving in the hands oif the 
enemy the standard elephant which Would. not move, and 
aho'witzer, which, in consequence of the carriage breaking, 
could not' be crossed over the river. Amongst those who. 
lost their lives in this action were Hafiz Kureem Oollah 
Khan, Vuzeer IChan, Kumur tJlee Khan, also Nuwab 
Sftmund Khan, • and' Muhmood Khan. Besides these, 
some other of the Ameer’s. officers of rank were killed or 
wounded. . Of the slain, on the enemy’s side, no account 
•was taken.. • ' ’ 

The Ameer, in order to effect a' junction with Meean 
•Vuzeer Mohunimud Khan, the Bhopal administrator, 
•dnd tlie Pindaree Chiefs, retired by Tejgurh and Deoree 
Korcliamur to near Heerapoof, (') a village in Bhopal, 
on the hanks of the Nurbuda, ■where it is joined by the 
Hurnu.C') Here he was met by Vuzeer 'Mohummud 
Khan, and preparing immediately a light force with two 
guns, he crossed .the Nurbuda, and. marched one stage 
from the river in two parties, leaving his reserves and 
baggage at tlie old ground. Here also he was joined by the 
Pindara leaders and their durras, and foiind ; himself, 
including them and the Bhopal troops, to be at the head 
of.near seventy or eighty thousand men, horse and foot. 
Continuing his march; aud'sending the Pindaras a head. 


'■ (’) . Tills place is Iiarbarized in Sir J. Malcolm’s Blap info Errappoor. 
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these latter surrounded the enemy’s troops, which after, 
the late action had retired to a position under- Chonra- 
gurhi C) a hill fort in the midst of thick tangled jungul, 
about one stage from J nbulpoor. The Ameer followed, 
in a day or two, and came to a position about three kos 
from Chouragurh. . When he was preparing to offer 
battle to the enemy, Meean Vuzeer Mohummud, of Bho- 
pal, who was well versed in the art of divination, and in 
judging of lacky or unlucky circumstances, attempted to 
dissuade him, as the day, he said, was one of those in 
which the invisible agent, (*) supposed to regulate such 
matters, was in the direction of the enemy’s position ; 
besides which, the enemy seemed in alarm, and he advis- 
ed, therefore, his being left; alone till next day, in the 
hope that he would retire of his own accord, or, if he did 
not, he might be attacked the following day with equal 
advantage; The Aineer answered, that his reliance was 
.on Providence, and the protection of the Deity, and he 
had little care for blatters of worldly superstition or fan- 
cies of that kind, that he thought an immediate attack 
■the most advisable course. Vuzeer Mohummud was 
rather pertinacious in his opinion, and at last, when over- 
ruled, he advised that, at any rate, if the Aiheer was deter- 


(®) The Natives of Hindoostan believe that there is an invisible being 
constantly moving round the world, of which it makes the circuit in 
about -eight days, or four limes in each lunar month — on the 1st, he b on 
the east— on the 2d, north— 3d, sonth-east— 4th, Eonlh-we.st— Sth, sooth 
•^Cth, west— 7Ui, north-west- Sth, north-east— on the 9tb, again east. 
His next station in this quarter is on the 16ih — the north-eastern station 
being omitted in this circnit. He again is in the east, after a regular 
circuit of eight stations, on the 24th. The next circnit omits the north- 
west station, bringing the agent to the north-east on the 30ih, if there 
be so many days, and on the first of the following month he is again in 

the east. The agent is called RiJal-ool-Ghyb 

hlohnmmndans, and Yogini, by Hindoos, and it is nnlocky tomove in 

the direction facing him, or placing him on the right band. 
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mined to bring on an action, the attack should be made' 

not in front, where he said the ground was covered with' 
thorny jungul and ravines, but by circuit from the rear, 
where it was comparatively open. The Ameer, however, 
trusting by preference to Man Singh, his jemadar of 
hurkarus, who reported (as appeared afterwards errone- 
ously) the precise reverse, determined upon an attack (‘) in 
front. Posting Jurasheed Khan, Fuqeer Mohummud 
Khan, Kootub Been Khan, Mohummud Saeed Khan, and 
Khoda Bukhsh Khan, on the right, and the Rampoor 
Sirdars on the left, and leaving the Seraeen Afghans,' 
such as Dara Shah Khan, Umur Khan, &c. as a reserve, 
the Ameer, gave to Vuzeer Mohummud Khan and bis 
troops, accompanied by Shahaiuut Khan and other Rusa- 
ladars, and supported by one thousand infantry of the camp 
guards with six guns, the post of honor in front of the 
centre. The Ameer himself I’etired to au elevated spot 
with his special troops, and mounted his elephant, while 
thePindaras were detached bj'^ him, with ordeis to endea- 
vour to get in the enemy’s rear, and prevent escape. 

Sidq Ulee Khan, Sukha Ram Baboo, and Nabha 
Ghatkeea, w'e're the three Generals on the enemy s side, 
and the following were their dispositions. The fortress 
of Chouj-agurh covered, their rear, and there was a deep' 
nulla,, which protected their front. They had thrown 
forward a body of infantry with sixty-five guns, and had 
posted the Sikhs, and some dismounted Punjabee horse, 
with the Gond Raja’s .quotas in the low ground of the 
nulla, under, coyer of the i-avines, which extended from 
the right to the extreme left of their position, and the 
Mahratta , horse, with the Raja’s special troops, were on 

' (‘) Tills affair took place on the 7th December, 1809, 
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some elevated ground behind. In this order they "wait- 
ed the attack. 

The battle commenced "with the Sikhs and others, "who 
opened -with musquetry from the nulla and ravines. One 
of the Ameer’s guns unfortunately burst at the beginning 
of the action, and another -was struck with a shot, and 
rendered unserviceable. Jumsheed Khan and Fuqeer 
Mohummud Khan -with others, unable to restrain their 
impetuosit}% -went boldly to the charge, and advanced as 
far as the edge of the ravines and nulla, but there they 
"were checked by the broken ground, and by repeated dis- 
charges from the enemy’s artillery, from which they suffer- 
ed severely — and finally, were compelled to retire. 
Fuqeer Mohummud was at this time severely wounded, 
and thrown from his horse. Aji attack made. from the 
left by the Rampoor Rusaladars was not more successful,, 
for they too were brought up by the bad ground on the edge 
of the nulla, an^ were equally exposed to the fire of the ene- 
my’s powerful artillery, which opened on them with grape. 
Vuzeer Mohummud Khan remained all this while sta- 
tionary in the centre. The^ Ameer, seeing this from the 
position he occupied with his elephant, mounted his 
horse, and went with great intrepidity, followed by about 
fifty horsemen, to the edge of the brokdh ground, driving 
before him some parties of the enemy, who had ventured 
across ,in pursuit of the troops which had suffered from 
the artillery, and disregarding entirely the fire of grape 
which poured thick about him. The effect of the fire of 
the enemy’s artillery was such, that the Ameer’s horse 
could not face it, but were scattered like cotton in the 
hands of .the carder. The Ameer’s companions drew up 
in consequence, and Meer .Ubdoolla, . the Raja of Kota’s 
Vukeel, remonstrated with "the Ameer at his rashness in 
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the ameer’s troops repulsed. 

exposing- himself, and begged him to go- no fm-ther,. as he 
had nobody in attendance, and there was no use, in far- 
ther tempting fortune, reminding , him also of the sayinf>- 
of the Poet, 

^ “ There needs an army for a War, 

What can be done by one Snwar.” 

The Ameer dra-wing up in consequence of this advice, 
remained some time, considering -what was to be done, 
■when a shot from one of the enemy’s guns struck tlie 
Vukeel, and he was knocked off his horse, and killed on 
the spot. Another shot told upon the Ameer’s horse 
"which was killed under him, but he escaped himself with- 
out injury. About one or two hundred of the Rampoor 
Afghans, who had failed in the attempt to pass the ravines 
and nulla, and were then not far off, rode up at this time 
to their General, and mounting him on another horse, 
charged under his command, and drove back all the par- 
ties of the enemy, that attempted to show themselves on the 
near side of the nulla. The Ameer exerted himself with 
extraordinary courage in these affairs, which were such 
as to remind one of the battles of Roostum and Asfendiar, 
as told in story. He exposed his person every where, 
disregardful of the artillery, and mixing in combat with 
all who opposed him, but,, as he saw tliere was no oppor- 
tunity of making, the action decisive, and as Mohummud 
Saeed Khan, indeed, and others of his companions,' seized, 
the reins of his horse, and begged him with all earnest; 
ness to retire, he at last left the field, and returned to bis 
reserve,, and baggage at Heerapoof in the'Rhopal terfi- 
torv. '.Here he remained a week, and was , rejoined by 
FuqeeV Mohummud Khan, who being recognized by his 
dress as an officer, was taken care of by the enem}', until 
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liis wounds were sufficiently healed to enable him to move, 
-when they allowed him to return to his duty. 

The Ameer now determined to -endeavour to reduce 
the enemy by surrounding him and stopping his supplies, 
for he deemed the position to be unassailable by a direct 
attack, in .consequence of the ravines, hills, and thick 
jungui about it. He accordingly came again before the 
place, with a light force of cavalry, and of Pindaras, and 
surrounding tli'e enemy on all sides, so effectually cut off 
his communications and supplies, as to bring him to great 
extremity. In .the mean time, the Pindaras swept the 
whole territory of -Hagpoor in separate parties, plunder- 
ing towns and villages, and committing excesses, to the 
great'terror and misery of the population. The Ameer’s 
army employed against the enemy’s position at Choura- 
gurh was divided into two^ divisions, one half being 
always on duty, watching the routes of communicatipn, 
and surrounding the place, while the other half collected 
supplies from the neighbourhood, or from where they 
could, for the subsistence of those so employed. The 
blockade was so complete, that the enemy could not 
breatbe,'Or scratch his head. After a week, the inconve- 
nience began to be insupportable, and Baboo Sukha 
Ram wrote urgently to Raja Rughoojee Ghoosla to solicit 
succour and relief. A large army was thereupon collected, 
including Colonel Close’s brigade of British troops from 
Hydurabad, and the Peshwa’s army from Poona, and 
Nizam Ulee Khan’s troops under Soobhan Khan : besides 
which, an English brigade, (under Colonel Martindell,) 
came down from Bundelkhund. Doulut Rao Sindheea, 
who was at the time at Ajmeer, also contributed a brigade 
from his forces, to support the falling fortunes of the 
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Ghoosla, and it bad reached Jawudh in full march to the 
scene of action.'' ^ . 


It happened at this time, that tlie Baee, (') Juswhnt Rao 
Holkur’s wife, wrote pressing letters to the Ameer to 
come in all haste to her i-elief, ,as Dhurman Chela, availing 
himself of Juswunt Rao’s madness, had contrived to bring 
the troops over to him, and so establishing an influence 
in the administration of affairs, was meditating all manner 
•of mischief, that he had already subjected herself to 
personal .restraint, and she feared worse consequences. 
She added, that if the Ameer wished the .Holknr power 
to continue in existence, and it would be to his eternal 
disgrace were he to allow it to be annihilated, he should 
leave whatever else he might have in hand, and fly to her 
xuccour. The Ameer, reflecting upon the union of forces 
brought together to thwart his present purposes, consist- 
ing of British armies from the Dukhun and from Bun- 
delkhund, and of the forces of the Nizam and Peshwa, 
and Doulut Rao, all co-opei'ating in the defence of the 
possessions of the Nagpoor Baja — reflecting also upon 
the condition to which the affairs of the Holknr family 
were brought by Dhurman Chela, and on the claims of 
that family upon his gratitude and, good offices — consi- 
dering also the urgency of- the case from the violence of 
this Chela, and that unless he himself were promptly on 
the spot to provide a remedj', matters might be carried 
to extremity, involving the utter ruin of that house, re- 
solved, for all these reasons, to break up his army from 
round Chouragurh, and to return immediately to Heera- 


' The Baee here referred to is Toolsa Baee, nho was already at 
the bead of affairs in the Holknr Dnrbar, and contimicd to act ilie same 
conspicoons part, being foremost in all profligacy and wmkedness, unul 
put to death on the night before the battle ot Mahedpoor.. 
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poor, ' where his reserves were stationed. Here he gave 
order for the baggage and main body to march with all 
dispatch nnder Meerza Ameer Beg, (') Beeneewala, by 
the route of B.aee-Sen, Shnjaelpoor, and Sarungpoor, 
-^vhile he himself, with his cavalry and light troops, went 
first to Bhopal along with Vuzeer Mohnmmnd Khan, and 
thence by Bhilsa to Seronj, where he staid a few days. 

.The Ameer’s object in thus separating from his main 
body was, that, if the British, the Nizam’s, and the Poona 
forces, collected against him, should pursue hotly, and 
bring him to action, his reserves, by taking a difierent 
route, might escape — whereas, if , he had taken up a 
defensive position with all his forces,' the war would, pro- 
bably, have been drawn to a length — and, in the mean 
time, the Holkur afiairs might have been brought to ruin 
by Hhurman Chela. Having these plans and purposes in 
view, the Ameer came, as stated, to Seronj, with his 
light troops. Colonel Close, with his brigade and some 
Nagpoor troops, came as far as Bhourasa, (") one stage 
from that place, and prepared for a night attack on him. 
But hearing of it, the Ameer marched again the same 
night, and proceeded by forced and uninterrupted marches 
to Sarungpoor and Shujaelpoor, where herejoined his main 
body. In the mean time. Colonel Close, (^) with his 
division, came' to Seronj, and there met with no resis- 


,(3) Colonel Close advanced from Jalnaby Hoshnngabad, and crossed 
the Nnrbnda in January, 1810. On the 10th of February, he reached 
Seronj, five miles beyond which, viz. to Borea, was the limit of his ad- 
vance northward. Colonel Martindell moved down from Bnndelkhond 
on the same point, and was at Khimlasa to co-operate with, and support 
Colonel Close in the expected event of Ameer Khan’s having endea- 
voured to make head at Seronj. < Finding that he had gone into Mewar, 
and that all danger to Nagpoor was at an end, both annies returned to 
their respective quarters. 
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•tance. Meean Moonuwur Kban, (^) the Amil, bad retir- 
ed for protection to the Luteree ('") Jmgn), near Seronj} 
and bis camp was snrprised, 'and,.many ofTbis people 
killed; but the Ameer, by' the effect of his superior 
arrangements, escaped,- witboutloss of an j'kind, to Sarnng- 
poor, -whither the enemy did not , think proper to follow 
him. : -Colonel Close, in order to draw the Ameer into a 
net by stratagem, caused the Nizam’s General, Soobhau 
Khan, J:b 'write to him, that it was very unbecoming’ his 
character and reputation to fly from his pursuers, instead 
of boldly meeting them in the field: but this experienced 
warrior seeing through the artifice, and penetrating that 
Soobhan Khan’s letter must have been written at the 
suggestion, or with the knowledge of Colonel Close, 
wrote thus for answer — " Tour troops are much too fresh 
yet, having just come out of their own country, and com- 
fortable quarters. After you have been worn out with 
forced marches, pursuing me from one end of the country 
to another, I shall be ready for you some day when you do 
not expect me, and by God’s help I will then try the metal 
of your courage.” Upon the arrival of this letter in 
Colonel Close’s camp, and on the contents being read to 
him, bis 'zeal somewhat abated, and not being inclined to 
fhe-fatigues of a hot pursuiti be carried back his army : 
while the^ Ameer marching from Sarungpoor, reached 
Saduree, (^) in Mewar, in two or three days. Here he 
was met peaceably by Bapoo Sindheea, Doulut Bao’s 
general, who came over with a small escort from Jawudh, 
which was about three or four marches off, on hearing of 
the Ameer’s being encaimped in the neighbourhood. His 
object was to ask the Ameer with what designs he had 
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come into those parts. The Ameer told him it was to - 
settle the affairs of Holkur’s family, which were embroil- 
ed by Dharman Chela. “ Now tell me in return,” - said 
the Ameer, “ what are your plans 1 ” Bapoo Sindheea, 
who was a man of sense and discretion, said — “ I desire 
to have nothing to say to you, only move away from this 
territory.” The Ameer agreeing to this, went to Humeer- 
poor, (*) seven kos from Chitor, in Mewar. Holkur’s 
army was about three kos from thence. The events 
above related, occurred in the Hejira year 1224. (-) 


(*) A. D, 1809 IGtb February to 'Stb February 1810, 




BOOK THE EIGHTH. 


CHAPTER ir. " 


1810 . , . 

TJie Ameer surrounds Dhurman Chela and wins over the 
troops hy intrigue — His death effected — The Ameer's 
march to Kangroiilee in 3Iewar. 

A T Hnmeerpoor, which is in the territory of Raja Chuu- 
don Singh, (‘) the Ameer was joined by the Nuwab 
Iftukhar-ood-Doula, Mohunimud Ghufoor Khan, who had 
been expelled from Holknr’s camp by Dhurman Chela, 
and remained with about two thousand horse, subsisting 
as they could by collections in the neighbouring country. 
From him the Ameer learned all the particulars of Dhur- 
man Chela’s misdeeds. The Ameer called all hisT Sirdars 
to council, and stated to them plainly, that he was with- 
out funds for his present wants, still that the affair of 
Dhurman Chela, who was ruining the Holkur family, 
seemed to be pressing; “ wherefore,” he said, “ let those 
only who are disposed for a service of want, and poverty, 
and hard work, join me in this, expedition. Det those 
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again avIio seek tkeir own comfort, at tlie sacrifice of that 
of their wives and children, return home and leave me, I 
wish to part with them without resentment and in friend- 
ship.” .At this time Mohummud Saeed Khan, of Afzul- 
gurh, who was a companion of the Ameer’s, and a shrewd 
intelligent man, said, “ To fail you now would be a dis- 
grace to the Afghan name. It is an affair of honor. 
AVe will share j'our comforts or troubles, and will not 
complain of any service you put us to.” The other 
Sirdars fell into the same view, and all signed a declara- 
tion and engagement to that effect: after which tliey all 
knelt, and joined in prayer. The Ameer then, leaving his 
reserve , and baggage with Chundun Singh, sent Moohub 
Oollah Khan to bring the brigades of Mokhtar-ood- 
Doula from Marwar. He also deputed Meer Sudur 
Ood-deen, as an emissary to Dhurman Chela, and then, 
with a light force of cavalry of his own, and some Pin- 
daras, he marched towards the Holkur camp, to settle 
matters with the upstart, who had usurped autborit)' there. 
With his light troops he intercepted the supplies of grain, 
and of grass, and forage, so that in a short time, the 
dearness of these articles in the Holkur camp Bazar 
produced general distress. The Pindaras were most 
active and useful agents in cutting off convoys of supplies, 
&c. and in attacking and plundering the surrounding 
■villages, so as make the country in the neighbourhood 
unproductive to the enemy. They also carried off the 
camels and bullocks of the camp from their pasture 
grounds, and gave infinite annoyance to the Holkur army. 
.One day the Ameer himself, having approached the Hol- 
kur camp, saw, as he sat reconno-itering, all the gun- 
bullocks, and a considerable number of camels brought 
out, with some battalions to protect their grazing. 
The heavy artillery of the army was also in position for 
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their cover. The Pindaras came up to the Ameer, 
aiid said, “ If you please, we will give yon a specimen' 
of our courage and address, and will faring off those 
bullocks from the very midst of the; enemy’s troops and 
artillery.” The Ameer assented, in order to see how 
they would proceed, and went into the Chnbootura of 
a Chutree (tomb), which was on an elevated spot close 
by, to > look on. The Pindaras, putting their horses 
to speed, galloped immediately into the space between 
the artillery and the infantry escort, and there remained 
at ease, for the artillery conld not open upon them, for 
fear of doing execution on the battalion beyoiid. Again, 
the infantry were afraid to open their fire, lest it should 
take effect on the artillery men. Thus the Pindaras, at 
their leisure, watching an opportunity, drove all the 
cattle away, and brought them to where the Ameer was 
seated. He was much amused at the issue, and passed 
high encomiums on their skill and conduct. 

After some time passed in this manner, Dhnrman 
Chela sent to the Ameer to ask what was his object in 
coming, and in the measures he was pursuing. The 
Ameer sent for answer, that he had no object but to wait 
in person upon Muharaj Holkur. “ His health is, I 
learn, at this time much impaired — I wish to see him in 
person, and to endeavour to- restore and re-assure.him.” 
Dhurman Chela, upon this, replied—" Nobody is allowed 
to see' Juswunt Rao in his present unhappy condition.” 
The Ameer thus saw that the Chela was not to be overr 
reached in that manner, he accordingly remained quiet 
for three or four days more, keeping up his blockade all 
round as strict as possible, and coming occasionally to 
an exchafage .of artillery and musquetry with parties of 
the «nemy. The Chela finding it impossible to remain 
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longer where he was, determined to seek refnge in 
Bhanpoora, which was a fortified place, and made arrange- 
ments accordingly for a march in -that direction. At 
'about two or three o’clock in the morning, while it was 
yet dark, he started with his army, -forming a square; 
with Ms infantry on both sides, and the baggage, &c. in 
the centre. The Ameer seeing this, began to think that 
if the Chela should get safe into Bhanpoora, the war 
would draw to a length, and it would be difficult after-' 
wards to get the better of him. He accordingly brought 
up all his cayalry and Pindaras, and surrounded the army 
as it marched, opening upon it with cannon and match- 
locks whenever the opportunity offered, and so annoying 
it, that in the whole day its progress was but three kos.' 
In the course of the march, Koosaba Bukhshee came 
over to the Ameer with one or two thousand horse.- 
Dhurman Chela had put it about in camp, that the Ameer’s 
•object in coming, was to transfer the Baees (wives and con- 
cubines) of Juswunt Bao Holkur to his own Muhul, and 
-to take possession of every thing for himself, and it was 
this report which made the soldiers stick by the Chela. 
The Ameer thus bad only to satisfy the men, that he 
entertained no such base designs, and the affair was 
finished, for none adhered to Dhurman Chela, from per- 
sonal- affection, or a desire to forward his interests. J^o 
sooner, therefore, did the men see a person of credit like 
Koosaba Bukhshee join the Ameer, than they said to one 
another — “ He must, after all,, be a friend of the Holkur 
family, or such a man as the Bukhshee, who is devoted 
to his old master, would not have gone over to him.” They 
accordingly determined, after consulting together, to go 
to the Baee, and to ask her the real state of things. 
Having forced their, way into her presence, they called 

3 c 
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upon her to say frankly, and without reserve, whether the 
Ameer was come to pursue selfish schemes of his own, or 
by her invitation. The Baee was herself watched, am) 
under restraint, but mustering- courage for the occasion; 
she spoke out, and said — look upon the Ameer as my 
own child, and have sent for him to get rid, of Dhurman 
Chela. Believe not ai word that man may . tell you.’’ 
The consequence of this declaration was, that the in-, 
jluential men amongst the, troops went immediately and 
seized Dhurman Chela, and brought both him and Sobha 
Ram, Darogha of the artillery, who had joined him, with 
their hands bound, to the Baee’s presence. “Now,” said 
they, “ Do what you please with these two reprobates, 
and consider of some plan for defraying our immediate 
expences.” The Baee had been plundered by Dhurman 
.Chela, and therefore had no present means of settling 
.with the troops, bat she promised to make arrangements 
for their payment on the morrow, and told the men to 
keep , their prisoners till then. That same night she sent a 
.confidential person to the Ameer to tell him what had hap- 
pened, and'of her promise as to the money. The Ameer, 
looking upon this as a special interposition of Providence 
in his favor, was much pleased, and sending for all his 
.troops, he told them that, by God’s blessing, the matter was 
settled, without further fatigue or trouble to them. All 
.that was immediately required, he said, was fifty thousand 
rupees for .the pressing exigencies of the troops, ,aud 
unless that sum could be raised, tliere would be no satisfy- 
ing .'them. The Ameer’s men said—^'We are year’s 
for life and property, but yon know well our condition.” 
;The Ameer said— This affair must, however, at auy rate, 
be settled somehow — suppose each Suwar agrees to come 
down with two rupees.” The thing was so settled, and 
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sixty ttotisand rnpees -were levied in that manner. Those 
vho had no money by them, still deeming- the matter to be 
one that concerned the Afghan name, panned or sold any 
rings, trinkets, or little articles they had, that they could 
dispense with, so as not to fail in their subscription. 
The Ameer, reserving out of. this fund something for 
the necessary expences of his o-wn army, sent the rest 
to the Baee, who divided it amongst the troops, and 
delivered over the two prisoners to the Ameer. He trans- 
ferred them however to the men themselves, telling 
them it was an affair to be judged by the soldiers 
of Holknr’s army, who felt for the honor and interests of 
the family. The prisoners were, accordingly, both put to 
death. (’) 

The -Ameer having thus settled lliis affair to satisfac- 
tion, had a personal interview with ftluharaj Juswunt 
Rao Holkur, whom he found incurably insane. He then 
settled the affairs of the family in concert with the Baee, 
and to her complete satisfaction. She was pleased at 
this time, in recompense for these services, to confer on 
the Ameer’s son, Vuzeer-ood-Doula, the pergunas of 
Jaora, Sunjeet, {}) Tal-mundawur, &c. and the 
Ameer, leaving them under the management of Iftukhar- 
ood-Doula Mohummud Ghufoor Khan, as agent for his 
son, moved into Mewar. Donlut Rao Sindheea, who had 
himself come to Ajmeer, and had sent Bapoo Sindheea 


(•) Sir Joim Malcolm, who gives a most circnnistantial acconnt of the 
execution of Dhnrrnan Chela, though, as usual, without mentioning any 
date— says it was by Toolsa Baee’s special order that both he and Sobha 
Earn were executed. The date of their death appears from the reports 
of the Resident at Delhi to have been the 31st March 1810. 
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with a force to Jawudh, partly to actin’ co-operation for, 
tlie succour of Rughoojee Glioosla, as stated, and partly, 
to take advantage of the state of things in the Holkur; 
camp, in consequence of Dhu^rman Chela’s disturbance 
and usurpation, no sooner saw. this latter affair settled, 
and the Ameer marching into Mewar, than he moved off 
with precipitation, and in. evident alarm took refuge under 
the fort of Gwalior. The Ameer then dismissing the 
Rindaras to their homes, moved by rapid and successive 
marches with his own troops, and the army of Holkur in 
company, towards Gangroulee, (') in Mewar, where he 
encamped. 

Here he was joined by Colonel Mohun Singh, and by his 
father-in-law Mohummud Ayaz Khan, who had been left as 
related in its proper place, with abrigade and a Rusala, to 
make collections and reduce to submission the territory of 
Kooroo, at the extremity of Marwar, which tract had been 
assigned in Jageer to the Ameer’s sop, Vuzeer-ood-Doula. 
They had quarrelled, and both came in, lightly equipped, 
by the road of the mountains, to lay their case before the 
Ameer. The Compiler of this Narrative came along with 
the Colonel. 

, ' The Ameer’s affection for his son was so great, that he 
sent at this time, for his family from Sheergurh, and 
detaching Raja Bubadur Lai Singh, with his brigade, into 
Oodeepoor, he left his own army and that of Holkur 
where it was encamped, and with a lightly equipped 
force started himself for the same place. His son having 



{‘) Perhaps the Gungar of Colonel Tod’s Map. 
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received from tlie Raja, of Kota a Peslikash of two 
elephants, with silver houdas, and other articles to corres- 
pond, came and joined his father at Oodeepoor. The 
Ameer was greatly rejoiced at the sight of this fresh rose 
. of the garden of his hopes. The above events bring down 
this history to the 5mar of the Hejira 1226. (*) 


(’) A. D. 1811, 26th January to 15th January 1812. Tliis date will 
be a mistake for 1225 Hejira, that of the previous chapter having been 
1224. All the events related fell within 1225, which commenced on the 
■ 6th February 1810, and closed on the 25lh January 1811. 



BOOK THE EIGHTH. 


CHAPTER HI. 


' 1810 — 1811 — 1812 . 

The Ameer, has an intermew with Miiharana Bheem Singh, 
of Oodeepoor — Settles for his subsidising a brigade, 
and paying four annas of his reve7iue — Death of the 
Pidncess of Oodeepoor — Siege of Dumkola— -Its fall 
— The Afghans mutiny— March to Jypoor — Set- 
tlement with the Raja, and siege of Lawa by the 
brigades of MooJchtar-ood-Doida. 

The Ameer having had an interview with Mnharana 
Bheem Singh, the ruler of Oodeepoor, represented to him 
that a main cause of his country suffering was, that it was 
tlie prey of all strange armies passing through it, and of 
those who were invited by its defenceless state to come 
there, and pillage, and live at free quarters ; that it was, 
therefore, obviously for the Bana’s interest to take one of 
his brigades into pay, and so restore order, and make 
his authority respected: that the brigade would both 
enforce the collection of his revenues, and save him from 
the insults, and over-bearing conduct of every Military 
Chief, that chose to pass through Mewar. The Ameer 
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offered to be responsible for remedying all the evils of 
■which the Rana complained, and to furnish a brigade for 
the purpose, on the condition of receiving a share of the 
revenues ; and the Rana thinking the offer a God-send, 
agreed at once to give a quarter (four annas,) of all his 
collections, and further made an exchange of turbands 
■with the Ameer in pledge of friendship. 

The Ameer having tlius arranged this 'matter to mutual 
satisfaction, and having ■won the Rana to his confidence, 
told him, thathis quarrel with Raja Man Singh would never 
be settled, so long as his daughter lived, that it behoved 
him, therefore, out of regard for the interests of his Raj, 
no less than for the honor of his family, to put her to 
death — “ If you do not,” the Ameer added, “ it will be 
ray duty, connected as I am with Raja Man Singh, -to 
seize her by force, and carry her away in a palkee to 
Joudhpoor, that the Raja may there complete his mar- 
riage with her.” The Rana at first said — I would willing- 
ly give my own life if the sacrifice were required, but I 
can never consent to my daughter marrying that Chief, 
and as for your carrying her oflT by force, it would dis- 
grace my family in perpetuity. But,” he added, after 
reflecting on the matter, “ if you will pledge yourself to 
get for me Khalee Rao (‘) from Raja Man Singh, I will 
in that case contrive to get rid of my daughter after you 
shall have gone, using such means as shall create as little 
odium as possible.” The Ameer agreed to the condition, 
and the Rana, after his departure, caused poison to be 
mixed with his daughter’s food, and so administered it to 
her. It happened, that what she took was not sufiicient 



400 


DEATH OF THE. PRINCESS. 

to effect - the purpose, and the Princess guessed the 
bhject of her father; -whereupon she sent him a message, 
tliat as it -iras a -matter that concerned the good of his 
Raj, and the honor of his family, and it appeared that her 
living longer was inconsistent with these in her father’s 
opinion^ there was no occasion for him , to have gone 
secretly to work ; for, that she was prepared to die by her 
own act immediately. Accordingly having bathed, and 
dressed herself in new and gay attire, she drank off the 
poison, 0) and so gave up her precious life, earning the 
perpetual praisQ, and admiration of mankind. < 

The Ameer on hearing of this considered how Khalee 
■Rao was to be got for the Rana from Raja Man Singh, 
who was very loath to part with it. The Raja was at this 
time ill pleased with Mookhtar-oud-Roula MohUmmud 
Shah Khan, and did not wish his brigades to be cantoned 
in Marwari The Ameer accordingly sounded the Viikeel 
Anoop Ram Chobee, (•) who was then in attendance with 
him, and a negociation was entered into, which ended in 
an agreement to this= effect, that the Ameer should receive 


(')’ Both Colonel Tod aud Sir John Malcolm glee highly wonght 
accounts of the tragic end of the unfortunate Princess Kishen Koo- 
niaree, but neither gives the date, which seems to have been in June or 
JuIy^TSlO. ' In the Policy of Asia, a woman’s life is but of small account : 
and more especially so amongst the Rajpoots of Western India, who 
habitnally destroy their female children. Viened with due allowance 
to this state of feeling and of morality, the advice given by the Ameer 
•had much to palliate, if not to excuse it. The death of this Priucess led 
to the pacification between Jypoor and Joudhpoor, and removed the 
great source of quarrel and confusion from one end of Rajisthan to the 
other. The Princess, according to Rajpoot notions, could have had -no 
olhei jiusband but one or other of these two Rajas, and as neither was 
possible, death washer only resource. Only the other day, an overture 
was made for a marriage between'the present young Raja of Jypoor and 
a’Piincess of Bikaneer.' The match was broken off by some Court in- 
trigue, and as a necessary couse'quence the Ptincess took, or was made to 
take poison. 
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ten lakhs of rupees per annum, in lieu of the territorial 
assignment of eighteen lakhs agreed upon for the pay of 
Mookhtar-ood-Doula’s brigades, which had been taken as 
a subsidiary force for Joudhpoor, also that he should 
receive two and a half iakhs in money, in lieu of the 
Jageers assigned to the Ameer’s son Vuzeer-ood-jDoula. 
The Raja was to make no objection to the Ameer’s bri- 
gades being sent into the country when and where 
required.' These terms being agreed to by Raja Man 
Singh, he gave authority to his Vukeel to conclude an 
engagement to the above effect, and the Ameer thereupon 
ordered Mookhtar-ood-Doula from Meertha, where he had 
fixed his head-quarters, after concluding his service in 
Bikaneer, to Jypoor, for the settlement of his claims 
on that State. Colonel Mohun Singh, and the Ameer’s 
father-in-law were at the same time dispatched to restore 
the Jageers to the Raja’s ofiScers, and to bring away their 
brigade and Rusala to Kishengurh. This brigade was 
soon after entertained by Raja Bishen Singh of Boon- 
dee, (') for the expulsion of Bnlwunt Singh, (j) one of his 
relations, who had seized and shut himself up in the fort 
of lfynwan, (^) and they xmdertook the seige of that place. 
In addition to these arrangements, Jumsheed Khan was 
left by the Ameer in charge of his interests in Mewar, 
and was appointed also Amil of Neemahera, which 
is in that province. •. 

\Yhile the Ameer was thus employed, the Baee returned 
with the Holkur army to Bhanpoora, and the Ameer laid 
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siege to tlie fort of Dumliola, («) in the Shahpoora terrh' 
tory, which, after a siege of four months, he took. 

Khoda Buksh Khan, Mohummad Saeed Khan, Kootub 
Deen Khan, Bedar Khan, JFyzoolIa Khan, MooneerKhan, 
IS^njeeb Khan, Khan Mohammad Kbaa, Bara Shah Khan, 
also Kunmr-ood-Deen Khan, and some other Knsaladars, 
conspired about this time with Mohammad Khan, and the 
Yeka (independent) horse, and raised a mutiny.for their 
pay. The Ameer had taken up his residence with his 
family in the fort of Dumkola then recently captured, 
and the mutineers sat down before the gate of the place 
in Dhurna, and nothing would satisfy them. The Ameer 
sent to Oodeepoor for the brigade of Raja Lai Singh to 
overpower the mutineers ; but this officer, having his head 
full of conceit and pride, sent for answer, that he consider- 
ed himself to be now in the Rana’s service, and could only 
receive his orders from him, thus evading compliance. 
The Ameer upon this wrote to the Muharana, who forth- 
with discharged Raja Bahadur with his brigade, and he 
tliereupon went with his men to the Nuwab Mookhtar-ood- 
Doula in Jj'poor, and took his place again under that 
Kuwab’s command. 

> The Ameer having his family with him in the fort of 
Dumkola, resolved, notwithstanding that his battalions of 
guards (Deohree troops), with Jumsheed Khan, Mohum- 
mud Saeed Khan, and several other of the Teka horse, 
had kept aloof from the mutineers, and remained faithful, 
still that it would be better to place himself in their power,, 
rather than come to blows. He accordingly came out of 
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the fort, and spote to them all individually and together, 
telling them that if they tbongbt he had any store of 
money realized for himself, and concealed from them, they 
■were at perfect liberty to seek and seize it, vrherever they 
conld lay, hand upon any thing of the kind. The Afghans 
Tvonld not believe the Ameer, bnt getting his person info 
their povrer, began to treat him -vrith great severity- The 
Ameer seeing this, sent off his son Vnzeer Ood-donla, 
Tvith the rest of his. family, to Tonk, under escort of the 
Deohree (honsehold) battalions, and marched himself with 
the troops, being in Dhnrna all the time, to the Eashen- 
gurh territory, which was plundered, and a tribute of 
seventy thousand rupees further levied on the Raja. 
Then, similarly le\'ying tribute upon Shahpoora and Sabar 
Khutaree, (*) the Ameer entered the Boondee territory, 
and came to Sumundee Doongur and l^synwau-O Being 
joined here by the brigade of Colonel hlohnn Singh, and 
by Mohammad Ayaz Khan’s Rusala, which had recently 
been discharged by the Boondee Raja, the Ameer de- 
manded tribute from that Chief, and after realizing it, 
turned into the Jypoor country, and arrived at Todree (^) 
and Chand-sein, ('^) where he made a similar demand upon 
the Ooneeara(^) and EshurdahC^) Chiefs, and then en- 
camped at'T^uwaee. ("). "Here he made preparations for 
a compulsory settlement with Jypoor, and summoned for 
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that purpose Kuwab Mookhtar-oo'd-Dbula and the.bri-, 
gades under him, which were in garrison at Hindoun and 
in other parts of the Jypoor territory. Having dispatched 
letters to this effect to the Nnwab, the Ameer marched 
himself to Chaksod (') with the troops attached to his own 
division, and with -Mohun Singh’s brigade. At Chaksoo 
he. adjusted with Megh Singh and other officers of Jypoor, 
that twelve lakhs should be paid for that principality, and 
he realized the amount through the banker, Heera Chund 
Seth, (”) who was attached to .Mookhtar-ood-Doula’s force. 
Having thus settled the Jypoor tribute, the Ameer 
moved to the frontiers of Kishengurh, and Mookhtar-ood- 
JDoula, hearing of -the adjustment with Jypoor while he 
was advancing from Hindoun to meet the Ameer, turned 
back at the instigation of Rao Chutur Bhoj, (^) Es-Dewan 
of Jypoor, and went against Hewnlgarh('f} and Khetree, 
in the Shekhawutee country. 

‘ In the midst of all this, upon some quarrel, Megh 
Singh was dismissed by Raja .Jugut Singh, from the 
ministry in Jypoor, and retired to his own possessions, 
and every thing fell .into irretrievable confusion : where- 
upon the Ameer ordered his son Vuzeer-ood-Doula to 
retire with the , rest of his family from Tonk to Sheer- 
gurh, dnd- tlien; returning from Kishengurh by succesr 
sive marches to Toojar, (■^) in Jypoor, he encamped near 
the Baudee rivulet : (‘^) the Nuwab Mookhfar-ood-Doula 
having taken Newulgurh, and realized the Khetree 
tribute with, other demands on the Shekhawutee country, 
came and encamped close by the Ameer. Seeing the 
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severity practised by the. Afghans, who still held the 
Ameer in Dhurna, in which condition he had been kept 
now for eight months, the Nuwab settled the affair with 
them, by delivering over the hoondee for ten lakhs he had 
received from Joudhpoor, in lien of the eighteen lakhs of 
territory, before settled as the subsidy for his brigades. 
The Ameer being thus released from the restraint and 
severities of the mutineers, went to the Nuwab’s camp, 
and fired salutes for joy, till the earth shook to its center 
with the reports of the discharges. The Raja and people 
at Jypoor, who.heard the reports of die artillery, were in 
great consternation, and remained all night under alarm. 
In the morning, when they learned the cause of the firing, 
they sent Beohra Deena Ram (’) to the Ameer to nego- 
ciate; but the Ameer after waiting some time, seeing no 
prospect of a speedy settlement of his claims in that way, 
moved with his whole army to SanganeeT, and prepared to 
proceed to extremity against Jypoor. Driving off from 
that neighbourhood the troops of the Raja stationed 
there, he came to Beohra Deena Ram’s garden, by the 
route of Eendur(^) and there put up. The Jypoor offi- 
cers were now in great alarm, and agreed to a settlement 
for ten lakhs of rupees through Beohra Deena Ram, who 
had accompanied the Ameer’s camp from Toojar. Six 
lakhs of this were settled by the Ameer as the Jaeedad, 
or permanent provision, for Mookhtar-ood-Doula’s force, 
the rest was assigned as a fund for the pay of Jumsheed 
Khan and Dara Shah Khan, Rusaladars, and Khyr Mo- 
hummud Khan and others, of the Teka, or independent 
horse, who bad remained faithful when the Ameer was in 
Dhurna. , Mookhtar-ood-Doula undertook for the realiza- 
tion of the promised funds. . ■ 
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Tlie Ameer liaving brought this matter to a settlement, 
proceeded to 1^,(0 a dependency of. Jvpoor, n-Iiicli 
he reached irt'svo or. three marches. It was* the Ameer’s 
intention to have attacked the place, s’vrord in hand, 
immediately upon his arrival, but by Mookhtar-ood-DouIa’s 
advice, who observed that, if carried in that vaj, a sack 
would follow, and nothing be obtained for the public trea- 
sury, he gave.up that schenie. . The Ameer now, detaching 
some of his own troops under Dara Shah Khaa to 
make collections in Mewar, remained with about two 
thousand horse, and with.Jnmsheed Khan and the Afree- 
dees in company, waiting for the realization of the funds 
for their arrears of pay, and having invested Lawa with 
these troops, and those of Mookhtar-ood-DouIa, he tried 
two or three assaults on the fort, all of which failed in 
consequence of the strength of the wall, and the depth of 
the ditch. Slach time was thus lost before Lawa. In 
this interval, Kaee Data Ram, who had been sent to 
Joudhpoor with Mookhtar-ood-Doala’s assignment to the 
mutineer Afghans upon the subsidy agreed to by Raja 
Man Singh for the pay of the Kuwab’s troops, (tea lakhs), 
raised the money required upon that instrument, and was 
returning with Jt> when intelligence reached camp of 
the decease of Luswunt Rao Holknr, and the Compiler-of 
this Karrafive, who was then doing duty with the brigade 
of Raja Mohtin Singh, made some verses to record the 
date of this event (1227 (-) Hejira.) 


',JC) 

' (~) If cannot be necessary to give them. The date is contained in the 
Vords li) J in the twinkling of an eye. For the credit 

of the Poet Shadaii’s taste and delicacy, one cannot sappose that in the 
selection of these words there is any allnsion to the fact of Jnswnut Kao 
havmg had bnt one eye. He died on the 20.h October ISIl accordmg 
to Grint Duff, and on the 2riU October, according to the reports of the 
Resident at Rejdee. 
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Kureem Khan Pindara having cbllected a large body 
of troops, was attacked and defeated by Sindheea’s armies, 
and came after his disaster, attended by about two hun- 
dred horse, to the Ameer’s camp; whereupon ,Doulut 
Rao Sindheea, Raj-Rana Zalim^^ingh, the Holkur 
Baee, and the Eng]isEr"8ff*united in urging the Ameer 
to seize and deliver up this dree-booter. The Ameer 
not thinking it consistent with his honor or reputa- 
tion to subject the Chief to restraint, or to deliver him 
up, kept the Pindara and his followers with him, and 
wrote back to Sindheea and to theRaj-Rpna, that now he 
was in camp (^) with the Ameer, they need be under no 
apprehension of his committing any violence or outrage. 
Many of the Ameer’s advisers recommended the seizing 
and delivering of this Chief ; the Ameer, however, could 
not be brought to consent, but came to an understanding 
with him, and bad him remain where he was. 

■ To return now to the camp before Lawa. The money 
settled with Jypoor was not paid with punctuality, v/here- 
upon Jumsheed Khan, and the others who had assign- 
ments thereon, conspiring together, seized an oj)portunity 
to make themselves masters of the person of the Kuwab 
Mookbtar-ood-Doula, who had made himself responsible 
to them, and holding a dagger to his breast, swore they 
would not release him till paid to the full. The Ameer 
had by accident gone to the Nuwab’s camp, just at the 
time when this mutiny broke out. On arriving there, at 
about three or four o’clock in the day, he learned what 
had passed, whereupon reflecting that, if he were seen 
going about in the camp at the time, the army would give 


(’) Kureem Khan’s defeat and arrival in the camp of Ameer Khan, 
occurred towards the end of December, 1811, and was reported in the 
early part of 1812, 
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Wm tile credit of having instigated the mutiny, lie deter- 
mined to keep out. of the way, and not to return to his 
own camp. He accordingly Avent.to the tents of Fyzdol- 
lah Khan Bungush, and there staid till the tumult was over. 
As the Ameer anticipated, lire men of the brigades.under 
Mookhtar-ood-Doula’s command, takingitforgranted that 
the. violence done to their General was at the Ameer’s 
instigation, surrounded his tents, and pointed their artil- 
lery against them, declaring that, until Mookhtar-ood-Doula 
was released, they. would hold the Ameer in custody. All 
night they continued committing great outrages and ex- 
cesses, thinking they had the Ameer a prisoner within, 
j The Afghans, on the other hand, retained the person of 
Mookhtar-ood-DouIa, keeping him with a dagger at .his 
breast a close prisoner. At last, they were .brought to 
agree to release him, on the condition of having made over 
to them Eaee Data Ram, the. Ameer’s Moonshee, with 
■•Mooklitar-ood-Doula’s nephew (sister’s son), Mohummud 
Yar Khan, and Juwalmr Singh, Heera Chund Seth’s 
Gomastaj as hostages. The Ameer sent for the Raee, 
and said, uiiless he agreed to sit under Dhurna, in Mookh- 
tar-ood-Doula’s place, neither that officer nor himself 
could be free ; . he hoped .therefore the Raee would for 
the good of the. service become a hostage, as required. 
The Raee, in his zeal for the Ameer, acquiesced, and 
, with Mohummud Yar Khan, and Juwahur Singh, was held 
in custody by Jumsheed Khan and the otlier Afghans, and 
thus both the Ameer and,Mokhtar-ood-Doula were reliev- 
ed from their present difficulties. But in the midst of 
this, the mdn of Raja-Mohun Singh’s Brigade began also 
to be clamorous for their pay, and at the instigation of 
Mahommed Ayaz Khan, the Ameer’s father-in-law, they 
placed their Colonel, the Raja, ..under , restraint .at 
-Toduree, in Jypoor, the Rasaladar being induced by his 
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old enmity, and by tbe remains of the qnarrel before men- 
tioned, to become a party to tbis violence. The vfriter of 
this Narrative -was then the agent for Mohun Singh's 
brigade at the camp of the Ameer. He applied, there- 
fore, to the Ameer to procure the Raja’s release from the 
durance be suffered; and, this being effected after a 
tinae. Raja Mohun Singh resigned the service, not choos- 
ing — and, indeed, not deeming it safe to hold his com- 
mand any longer. _ He rvent to Mookhtar-ood-Douia’s 
camp, and the conunand of the brigade rvas given to 
Mohummud-Ayaz Khan, the Ameer’s father-in-lavr. 

Nuvrab Jumsheed Khan, IMohummud Saeed Khan, and 
the: other Rusaladars, who held Raee Data Ram and his 
two companions as hostages for their arrears, marched 
towards Neemahera, in Hewar, and the Ameer dispatch- 
ing the main body of his special troops under Data Shah 
Khan, Rusaladar, into Mewar, to make collectionsj started 
himself with a light force, taking Kureem Khan in com- 
panv, by Tonk and Indurofurh to Kota, where he had a 
long and satisfactory interview with Raj-Rana Zalim 
Singh. Halting there four days, he proceeded to Bhan- 
poora, where JuswuntRao Holkur had recently died, -and 
. paid his respects in a ^-isit of condolence to the Baee, his 
.-widow. After a stay there of a few days, he suggested 
to-Kureem Khan Pindara to stay there, and to send along 
-with himself Namdar Khan, and his other lieutenants 
and relations, when he promised to introduce them to his 
old ally Raja Dooijun Sal Keechhee, who was at the time 
in rebellion against Doulut Rao Sindheea, and to whom 
they would be useful auxiliaries in plundering and 
distressing Sindheea’s districts, and so might freely 
revenge themselves for his wrongs. Kureem Khan was 
well pleased -with the scheme, and consented to remain at 

3 E 
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Bhanpoora— whereapon tlie Ameer put liim under the 
nominal restraint of a guard from Iftukhar-ood-Doula 
Gluifoor Khan’s troops. .The Ameer then went over to 
Sheergurh, with Kamdar Khan, Shuhamut Khan, and the 
rest, and met Dobgun Sal, to whom he transferred the 
Pindara Chiefs, telling him they would do him good ser- 
vice, and that great tilings might be expected from their 
co-operation.. To the Pindaras, on the other hand, he 
said — “ 1 commit the Baja’s cause into your hands, do 
you act in concert against your common enemy.” The 
Ameer also, gave to Namdar Khan a letter from himself 
to Vuzeer Mohummud Khan, of Bhopal, recommending 
these Pindaras to his attentions. The Ameer,' on this 
'occasion, conferred on Mohummud Saeed Khan the title 
of Shums-ood-Doula Zufur Jung, {‘) and on Suroor 
Khan, tliat of Surfuraz-ood-Boula Tegh Jung, (‘) and the 
latter be deputed to be Amil of Seronj in lieu ofMoonu- 
wnr Khan, whom he sent for to camp. 

-Mookhtar-ood-Doula, who had been left in command of 
the army before Lawa, fearing for the mutinous disposi- 
tion of his troops, broke up that siege, and went off 
to the Kishengurh territory. Holkur’s heavy artillery 
were now detached by the Ameer, -with Mohun Singh’s 
late brigade, and the other troops, under the command 
of Mohummud Ayaz Khan, his father-in-law, into the 
Rajaotee(^) dependencies of Jypoor, to make collect 
tions. The authorities at Jypoor still made delays and 
excuses in the payment of the tribute they had agreed 


( 3 \ The Raiaotee Sirdars are blood relations of the Rajy, in whose 
favor alienations and Wignments of terriloiy 

ent reigns: their possessions lie chiefly to the sonthward of Jypoor, ana 

the Ooneeara Chief is at their head. 
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to, and replied to tlie ^fuwab Mooklitar^ood-Doula’s 
Vakeel, who went to receive the money, that it would 
never he paid, unless the heavy artillery under the 
Ameer’s father-in-law were hronght against the city.' 
The Nuwab, accordingly, marching to Sambhur, made 
arrangements for bringing on the heavy guns, and the 
brigade which escorted them, to assist his levies and 
exactions. They were attacked on their march by a body 
of Jypoor troops, (’) commanded by Tbakoor Chand 
Singh, whereupon Raja Bahadur Lai Singh, who had 
been left to blockade Bawa, and had reduced the place 
to such extrerdity, that it must soon have fallen, hearing 
of the danger in which the heavy artillery were, settled 
with the besieged for a present pajnnent of eighty thou- 
sand rupees, and then breaking up his lines, marched for 
the relief of the Ameer’s father-in-law, Mohummud Ayaz 
Khan, who was pressed by Chand Singh, and soon made 
the Jypoor forces retire. 

- While these events were occurring in Rajisthan, the 
Nagpoor army proceeded against Raja Murdun Singh of 
Gurakota, and reduced him to such extremity, that he appli- 
edto the Ameer for succour. The Ameer leaving Sheergurh, 
joined the army of Holkur at Shahpoora, and there con- 
ferred the title of Raja on his Jemadar of the hurkarus, 
Man Singh, and then detached the Rusala with him, and 
some fresh troops he had entertained under Suroor Klhaii, 
to relieve the Raja of Gurakota. Having done this, he 
returned to Sheergurh, where he was joined by Nuwab 
J umsheed Khan, who not being able to get his arrears, 
came from Neemahera to say, that he would give back 
the three hostages, that had been delivered into his hands. 


_ (') This occurrence is reported by the Resident in a letter dated 
5th May, 1812; it will have taken place in the preceding month. 
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for, whatever sum the Ameer, might be pleased to pay 
for their release. The Ameer procured a lakh of rupees 
from Kpja and paid it to him, and then sending for Kaee 
Data Earn, dispatched him to Kota, where he was pre- 
sented to Eaj Eana Zalim Singh. 

The Ameer now received intelligence of the death in 
action before Kudum-Gurhee(') of Dara Shah Khan, 
who had the command of his personal troops in Mewar. 
He accordingly went to Bandul-Grurh, (’) and took the 
command himself there. Soon after, leaving his main 
body under command of his sister’s son, Ahmed Khan, 
to make collections in Shahpoora, he went with a light 
corps to Ajmeer, and visited the shrine of Khajeh Moy- 
yun ood-deen Chishtee. Here he joined the camp of his 
father-in-law, • which was in the neighbourhood, and gave 
him an assignment for twenty-five thousand rupees on 
the Kishengurh Raja, in satisfaction, of the claims of his 
troops for arrears. Here' also he had an interview with 
Bapoo Sindheea, who managed the district of Ajmeer 
for Doulut Eao. In the midst of these occurrences, 
the Ameer received very pressing invitations from Raja 
Man Singh, and accordingly, taking with him his father- 
in-law’s late Rusala, he went by, forced marches, with 
all dispatch, to Joudhpoor, which he reached on the third 
day. The occurrences above related, bring down the 
record of events to the Hejira year 1227. (^) 




C) 


/■3V The Heitra year 1227 commeDced on the IGth Jannary, 1812, 
and closed on the 4lh Jannary, 1813. This chapter contains the events 
of two years. . ■' 



BOOK THE NINTH. 

THE ameer’s proceedings IN JOUDHPOOR & JYPOOR. 


CHAPTER I. 


1812—1813. 

The Ameer's arrival in Joudhpdor and reception hy Raja 
' 3Ian Singh — Operations of Moohlitar-ood-Doula 
against a Jypoor Army — The Ameer joins by forced 
marches — The Jypoor troops driven bach — Peace 
and double marriage between Joudhpoor and Jypoor. 

VT'hen the Ameer approached Joudhpoor, Raja Man 
Singh received him with the usual Istuqbal and other 
attentions, and assigned for his residence and encampment 
the Pashan Bagh, (*) which is near the city. After a day 
of two, he admitted him to a private audience, and stated 
that his Bukhshee, Singee Induraj, had latterly given 
him great cause for dissatisfaction, thathe was disobedient, 
and had embezzled large funds ; and he concluded with a 
proposition, that the Ameer should sieze his person, and 
extort money from him in payment of what was due on 
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the. Raja’s engagements. Raja Man Singli stated his 
desire to appoint Sheeoo Clmnd Bhandaree (') to be the 
Bukhshee’s successor. The Ameer replied— “Do not 
you know the proverb (®) of the monkey that would turn 
carpenter? It may be that the Bukhshee is a httle un- 
tractable, hut he is an able man, and you will not get 
every one to serve you so well.” The Raja yielding for 
the time, kept the Bukhshee in ofBce. 

While the Ameer was thus employed at Joudhpoor, the 
men of Raja Bahadur Lai Singh’s brigade, who after the 
siege of Lawa, had marched into Rajaotee against the 
Jypo'or, troops collected under Chand Singh to interceptthe 
train, began a serious disturbance for their arrears of pay. 
Despairing of getting their dues paid in any other way, 
they proposed to sell their guns to the Raja of Bhurtpoor^ 
and then to disband themselves. Siezing their Colonel, 
and placing him in restraint, they marched away towards 
Bhoosawur, (^) in the Sbiirtpoor territory, with all their 
guns and ammunition. Hearing of this disturbance, 
Mookhtar-ood-DouIa Mohummud Shah Khan came to 
Tonk, with an inconsiderable force under Mebtab Khan; 
and other oiBcers, to make arrangements for the exigency, 
Thakoor Chand Singh, however, thinking the opportunity 
favorable for his purposes, came from Jypoor to Mal- 
poora (^) on the pretence of repairing its fortifications, and 
there collecting a considerable force, advanced to the 
attack of Mookhtar-ood-Doula, whose force being, as 


^ ^ ^ 

(*) This sfory will be found in the Anvaii Sohelee, and likewise in the 
Heetopod^sa.- 
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stated, comp arativelyweak, lie retired aponTonk, and there 
made his stand under the protection of its walls. The 
enemy, however, being still too numerous, he. was com- 
pelled to retire into the new fort ( ') built by the Ameer, and 
called Ameer-Gurh, which is near the city, taking with 
him Colonel Mehtab Elhan, Meean Ukbur Mohummud 
Khan, and other Sirdars, and accompanied likewise 
by Mohummud Khan, the Ajneer’s Amil of Tonk. 
From the fort he sent hurkarus with all dispatch to 
inform the Ameer of the difficulty he was in, and 
likewise wrote to RajaBuhadur Lai Singh to come to his 
relief. Thakoor Chand Singh having pillaged the town, 
laid formal siege to the fort of Ameergnrh. 

The effect of these successes of the Jypoor troops was 
most prejudicial to the Ameer’s interests throughout all 
Rajisthan. The Raja of Kishengurh, with characteristic 
folly, was tempted by it to endeavour to cut off the 
Ameer’s father-in-law, who had come to Kishengurh, with 
not more than one hundred attendants, to endeavour to 
raise money, in order to satisfy the clamours of his troops. 
He caused his house t6 be attacked in the night by sur- 
prise ; but, although there is a wide difference between 
waking and preparation, and sleep and security, still the 
truly brave are never unprepared, and Mohummud Ayaz 
Khan, with his party, making a successful stand, drove off 
the assailants, gaining for themselves a high repute for 
promptitude of determination, and for their intrepidity. 

The Ameer was much vexed when he heard of all 
these untoward events. He immediately dispatched 


p) It will be recollected that this fort is on the site of the old fort of 
Bboom Gurh, which formed the citadel of Tonk.' The snccesses of 
Chand Singh compelled Mohnmmnd Shah Khan to take refuge there, 
and to Btand a siege in July and August, 1812. 
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letters to Iiis principal oiBcers, ordering tliem to go to 
•tlie succour of Mooklitar-ood-Donla without a moment’s 
delay, and he sent similar orders to Mohummud Saeed 
Khan, the Amil of Seronj. To Raja Man Singh he 
applied for an aid of funds, and for leave to depart for the 
scene of action. In the mean time Raja Bahadar Lai 
Singh, Avho had been carried by his troops in durance to 
Bhoosawur, in the Bhurtpoor country, they threatening to 
sell their guns to that Raja, as related above, contrived 
by some means to make a temporary arrangement with 
the mutineers, and brought his brigade by forced marches 
towards Tonk. Chand Singh hearing of his approach, 
retired precipitately towards Jypoor, without waiting for 
bis arrival, (j) but returning quickly Avith reinforcements, 
ventured to bring the brigade to action, after it had 
reached Rampoora on its way to relieve Umeergurh. 
Raja Buhadoor Lai Singh who was an experienced soldier, 
advanced against the enemy with drag ropes to his guns, 
whereupon, after a few rounds, the whole of the Jypoor 
troops dispersed and fled. The Nuwab 3Iookbtar-ood- 
Doula being thus relieved, joined Raja Buhadnr’s camp, 
and passing the encomiums due on the conduct of the 
'troops, led the brigade immediately into the Jypoor terri- 
tory to Laneea, (-) about six kos from Tonk, which he 
plundered. Proceeding farther into the country, he 
commenced making collections all z’onnd. Thakoor Chand 
Singh to preA'ent this, came Avith a force, and encamped 


(t) These operations are reported by tlie Resident at Deblee on the 
lOlb Sentember, 1812, and will have occurred In the end of August 
preceding. There is nothing in the Resident’s repops to im|ingn the 
acciiracv of this account of ail these transactions. Indeed, the whole 
of this part of the Ameer’s Memoirs is extremely valnable, as confain- 
ine the only connected history that exists of the events of this period, in 
the only part of India where events of any interest were occarnug. 
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Hljout two or three kos from Mookhtar-ood-Doula^ laying 
himself out to impede his march, cut off his detachments, 
and intercept the supplies of grain and forage going to 
his camp. The Ameer at this time leaving Raee Data 
Ram at Joudhpoor, in consequence of Raee Himmut 
Raee’s illness, and taking with him the Raee’s nephew,- 
Bhooanee Porshad, went on the wings of dispatch to- 
wards Jypoor, and came to Gugwanee (^) in Ajmeer, 
where he found his army collected under the orders pre- 
viously dispatched, and where he was joined by Mohum- 
mnd Saeed Khan from Seronj, who had also been sum- 
moned. Thence advancing with his special troops into 
Jypoor, he joined the Kuwab Mookhtar-ood-Doula at 
Salee Sakhon, (®) which belongs to Jypoor. Thakoor 
Chand Singh (^) immediately on learning the Ameer’s 
arrival,- disappeared from the neighbourhood, and fled to 
the city. The Ameer now consulted -svith Mookhtar-ood- 
Doula, and proposed first to punish the Raja of Kishen- 
gurh for his attempt on the Ameer’s father-in-law. The 
Knwab highly approved the scheme, deeming it neces- 
sary for example, not to pass over this Raja’s conduct. 
The Ameer accordingly ordered his . brigades into the 
Kishengurh territory, and himself making a forced march, 
carried Araeen (D ^7 assault, and obtained a large booty. 


4\js V) ' 

. p) Qnery— ihe Gangwana of Colonel Tod, close on the borders of 
E.isbengorh. 

o 

(3) Chand Singh kept the field against the Ameer until the end of 
Korember, 1812— -nrheD, for want of money, he -was compelled to retire 
to Jvpoor. 

(+) Arrye in Colonel Tod’s Map, and erroneouily included in the line 
of the Jypoor frontier. 

3 F 
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UAJMUHUL AND. BOODARA TAKEN. 


the . place being full : of valuable, articles. The . sum of 
eighty thousand rupees was now exacted from the Rajm 
as a mulct in addition to his usual tribute, and Mobum-. 
mud Saeed Khan was after this operation sent hack to 
Seronj. The brigades were next directed against Boo- 
dara, (') on the Jypoor frontierj which is a fort on a hill, 
■with a wall and a ditch both within and without, while 
the Ameer with his owu troops, and those of Moonuwur 
Khan, the late Arail of Seronj, went against Kajmu- 
hul, (=) in Jypoor, and carried the place. Mookh- 
tar-ood-Doula on approaching Boodara, found the gar-r 
rison drawn up outside to oppose him. Having driven 
them in, he made his approaches and opened trenches 
against lhe-.2>lace, and at last having sprung a mine, the 
soldiers of the faith,- that is,, the men .of .the Nuwab’s 
brigade, stormed, the. town and. carrying.it, pursued the 
besieged into the fort, which they mastered likewise, and 
the enemy then evacuated the place altogether, leaving 
all their, stores, and a large booty, .in the hands of the 
conquerors; ' . 

The Araeer^after mastering Kajmuhul, encamped on 
the bank of tbe Bunas, where he was - joined by Mookh- 
tar-ood-Doula’s brigades.- Thence marching by Chand- 
nan and Ajnieeree,,(.?). levying contributions and settling 
tribute, the Ameer proceeded to the seige of Bejoon (^) 


(') Query— Bootade of Colonel Tod’8,Map. (*) 

(*) On tbe Bunas River, soulb-west of Tonk, 
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in' Jypoor, -which was carried by storm. Thence 'Mookh- 
tar-ood-Doula was detached with the remaining brigades 
towards Jooueer, (*) while the Ameer with the strongest; 
viz. that of Raja Bahadur Lai Singh, went against 
Kaluk, C) from which place he levied tribute. 

As it had now become evident, that no money would 
he levied with punctuality in J 5 "poor without establishing 
garrisons and cantonments throughout the country, the 
Ameer sent Mookhtar-ood-Doula towards Hindoun, with 
a-general authority to settle and administer the Raja’s 
possessions in that neighbourhood. He also assigned to 
Doondee Khan, Ex-Zumeendar of Kumona, (5) W'ho had 
been expelled and ruined by the English, the forts of Hin- 
douu and Mohummud-Gurh. Raja Buhadnr Lai Singh and 
■'Meean Akbur MohumraudKhan, -with their brigades, were 
stationed at Lal-Sonth, Busye, and Lowaye. {*) Colonel 
Mehtab Khan, with his-brigade; was sent into the Shekha- 
watee country, a:nd JMeean Seyud Ulee Shah being placed 
in command of the brigade formerly under Raja Mohun 
'Singh, was detached -with ISTuwab Jumsheed. Khan into 
Mewar. At the request of Rao Luchhmun Singh of Seeknr, 
Meean Moonuwur Khan and Daood Khan were ordered 
to Khundela, (^) to aid in the settlement of that coun- 
try. The Ameer himself, also, soon after went towards 
the Sheekhawatee country, but as he was about to enter 
it, Colonel Mehtab Khan, who had settled to take a sum of 
money as a consideration for its exemption from plunder 
and from the levy of contributions, came to the Ameer 
to represent^ that this money would be lost if he prose- 
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cuted bis intention of penetrating into the tract. The 
Ameer, upon this, made an, assignment on the Colonel 
in favor of the men of his own army, and issued a gene- 
ral order, forbidding the latter from plundering, or com- 
mitting any excesses in the country during their passage 
through it, so that there should be no interference with the 
Colonel s arrangements for compoundiugfor its exemption. 

■ ■ i 

In this interval, Eaja Bahadur Lai Singh having 
established bis cantonment and gairisons in tlie pergunnas 
about Jypoor, with posts in all directions, set himself to 
collect the revenues. TheJypoor authorities upon this 
assembled their forces,, and the Ameer’s General thinking 
his numbers inadequate, was retiring,upon his garrisons, 
and had reached Chundlaee, (') when Chand Singh came' 
upon him, and an action took place. Mookhtar-ood- 
Dqula had nobody to send to reinforce Raja Bubadur,' 
. except Doondee Khan ; but Meean Akbur Mohummud 
Kban marched from Lal-Sontb, and joined him -with 
. all the troops he had, and the two ofScers concerting a plan 
of operations together, threw their reserve and baggage 
into a village near, and prepared their army for light ser- 
vice. Chand Singh thinking he had gained great advantage 
' over Lai Singh, and that he was about to retreat, brought 
his, troops to Close action with cannon and mnsquetry, 
but the Raja and the Meean being both men of courage and 
experience, maintained their ground with determination, 
and returned the fire with sack effect, that Chand Singh, 
was beaten off. The Anieer himself, hearing of the J ypoor 
troops being again in the field,, came with all haste .from, 
the Sheekhawatee country to Kaluk, and sent in advance 
Mohummud Umur Khan, C) with a body of lightly equip- 
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ped liorse. Before he got near Chundlaee, .Chand Singh 
had fled precipitately to Jypoor, leaving the victo^’ to 
the Ameer’s troops. The Ameer seeing the matter 
bronght to this issue, sent hack Singee Induraj, Raja 
Man Singh’s Bnkhshee, who had been detached by the 
Raja at bis request to assist in reducing tbe Jypoor 
troops, and himself went to Chundlaee, and distributed 
rewards and praises, and a considerable sum of money 
amongst the troops, in acknowledgment of their bravery 
and good conduct. Salutes were fired on the occasion, 
and other rejoicings and congratulations. took place, and 
the sounds of gladness rang in the vault of Heaven. 
Mookhtar-ood-Doula joined from Hindonn soon after, 
and the Ameer returning into Sheekhawatee, spent some 
time in laying siege to Lnhurwas, (’) a dependency of 
Danta Ramgurh under Jypoor. A contribution of a 
lakh of rupees was levied on the place through Mohum- 
mud Ayaz Khan, and the Ameer then brought the brigade 
of Colonel Mefatab Khan to within five kos of Jypoor,’ 
and encamped. 

Singee Induraj Bnkhshee had at this juncture been 
sent from Joudbpoor to negociate for a double mar- 
riage between Jypoor and Joudbpoor, and was then 
in Jypoor for the purpose: an intrigue was at the same 
time set on foot by the Ameer, to recover for Misor 
Sheeonnrayun(°) his place in the ministry of Jypoor: and 
encouraged by his support, this ex-Dewan came from 
Kochawun, (’) in Joudbpoor, and was placed at the head 


CJ*' ^ ^ if I* 1 j Uj 1 J ^ 

O Spelt Kootchawtin in Colonel Tod’s Map, and Jjing in the extreme 
north-east of the Joudbpoor territory. 
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of affairs. Through him, jointly -with Siiigee Induraj, the 
Ameer’s tribute u'as fixed at twelve lakhs of rupees,' and 
Chand Singlf, (') who had given so much ti-ouble, wa^ 
expelled the city, and from all concern in affairs of the 
State. ‘ The Ameer sent ’Eaee ■ Data Kara, who had 
recently returned to • camp from his- native' country; 
whither he had gone in consequence of the decease of 
his father, to Jypodr, to settle the channel of Muha- 
juns, through whom the tribute agreed upon was to 
be paid. The amount was divided and settled, to be 
paid; • half to ■ the Anleer’s special troops, and halif to 
the brigades, and assignments upon it were given 
accordingly. The Ameer then sent Mookhtar-ood- 
Doula to evacuate Hindoun, and the other places 
occupied in Jypoor, the restoration of all being the 
condition upon which the money was to be paid; and 
himself, with lus'own troops, and Colonel Mehtab Khan’s 
fatigade, went into Boondee, where he. .cantoned the 
brigades near Nugur-jYyn wan. ('} The Ameer then pro- 
ceeded to Sheergurh, where be spent some days witli'his 
family, but returned soon after to camp. 

In the mean time Singee laduraj’s iiegociation for the 
double marriage was making progress. Having settled the 
thing at Jypoor he returned to Joudhpoor, and brought 
Raja Man Singh to agree to give his daughter to Raja 


(') It appears, on reference to the reports of the Resident at Delilee, 
tlint a .party opposed to Chand Singh and Beohra lihoslialee Ram, at 
the head ofwliich were the Ooneeara and Khetree Chiefs, with Mekh 
Sin<'Ii aiid--Cl>titoorl)ltoj, had been formed in March, 1813 ; and on flie 
Gth'’Auciist, the Resident writes, that they had compelled Chand Singh 
too etire, and were nepociating for a settlement of disputes with both 
Man Singh and Ameer Khan. The Resident’s account of the basis of 
arrangement proposed to Ameer Khan confirms the settlement here 
stated to have been made. 
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Jugut Singb, and to take that Raja’s sister, and it xvas so 
arranged definitively. The two Rajas accordingly com- 
menced their march from their respective capitals, and 
met at Mirwa and Roop-Nugar, (*) and their meeting (^). 
■was conducted with all the ceremony and state usual -svith. 
the Chiefs of this rank in Rajisthan, Both marriages. 
■were then duly solemnized, and there were rejoicings, 
and revels, and great pomp exhibited on both sides. 
Raja 'Man Singh, who always treated the Ameer as a 
brother, sent to invite him to be present on this great 
occasion. . The Ameer accordingly went- to the place of 
meeting with two thousand horse, and two or three 
battalions for escort, and so came to Mirwa. Raja 
Man Singh gave him the Istuqbal, and received him 
with all' the usual attentions, assigning him a place for 
encampment close . to liis own, on the banks of . the 
lake there. After the first ceremonies .were over, he 
sounded the Ameer about a visit to Raja Jugut Singh, 
and having undertaken the arrangement of the Istuqbal 
and other forms with that Raja, he negociated the meet- 
ing. Raja Jugut Singh at first objected to allow to the 
Ameer a seat on a footing of equality, though he agreed 
to give the Istuqbal, and embrace, and other ceremonies 
on the terms proposed, but in the end Raja Man Singh 
persuaded him to allow also the seat on the same Mus- 
nud, and having so settled it, this Raja himself com- 
municated the result. < Accordingly, when the Ameer 
was afterwards received by Raja .1 ugut Singh, there was 


O The Resident at Dehlee reports these events in a letter dated 
23(1 October ISIS, their date may therefore be assumed to be towards 
the commencement of that month, but neither the time nor place of the 
two _ Rajahs meeting is stated any where in tlie correspondence with 
precision. The event is quite annoUced by Colonel Tod, though he 
gives the history of both Rajas. 
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not a tittle of the due ceremonies omitted. The Ameer sat 
on the Musnud with both Rajas, and the Jypoor Chief, 
deemed it an honor, and a proud day to him and his desti- 
nies, so to be placed with the Ameer. On the following 
day, the Ameer himself prepared his tents, and received 
the Raja of Jypoor, who expressed himself in terms of 
great compliment to him, and said, “ Although my affairs 
have become like milk and rice by the arrangement made 
with Raja Man Singh, and by this meeting with him, 
still you are the sugar that sweetens the mess.” The 
Ameer made a suitable answer to this , delicate and 
appropriate compliment. Thus the two marriages ; viz. 
that of Raja Man Singh’s daughter with Raja Jugut 
Singh, and Raja Jugut Singh’s sister with Raja Man 
Singh, were solemnized, and peace was re-established 
between these great Chiefs of Rajistban. The two 
Rajas then took their leave of each other, and each 
returned to his own capital. The Ameer went by the 
route of Ajmeer to join bis army. These events bring 
down tbe course of our Narrative to the Hejira year 
1228 . (>) 


(’) A, D. 1813— 4tb January to 23d December, 
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CHAPTER II. 


ISIS— 1814.. 

Tliz Ameer receives a letter from Sliooja-ool-Moolh of 
Kahool, asking succour and offering the Moolian 
Soohali — Is also applied to hij the icidow of Nuseer- 
khan, rider of BaloocJi and Seestan, offering adop- 
tion, and the succession to those countries — The 
Ameer ryects doth offers, finding Mooklitar-ood- 
Doula averse to the schemes — The Ameer proceeds to 
the camp of Mulhar Rao Holkur, and returns into 
the Jypoor country. 

Thb affairs of Jypoor and Jondhpoor being thus arrang- 
ed, the Ameer vent to his army in Boondee, and there 
received a letter from Shah Shooja-ool-Moolk, of Kabool, 
asking succour to his cause in the war with his brother 
Muhmood Shah, about the partition of the territory and 
treasure of that kingdom. He also received at the same 
time, a letter from the widow of Nuseer Khan Baloo- 
chee,(*) the niler of Seestan, (’) whose name was Zeenub 
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■Baee. (>) This lady hearing the fame of the Ameer, and 
that his character for courage and liberality was extolled 
in all quarters, tendered to him the inheritance and suc- 
cession to her dominions, she having no children, nor 
other natural -heirs. - The Ameer looked upon both these 
letters as symptomatic of high destiny, and felt a, strong 
desire to accept the offers. In preparation for a distant 
expedition, he wrote to Mookhtar-ood-Boula Mohummnd 
Shah Khan, and likewise to Singee Induraj, and toMisur 
Sheeonurayun, the manager of Jypoor, and proposed to 
them to leave the first-named with an inconsiderable force 
in Rajisthan, assigning Tonk and Seronj for the mainte- 
nance of his troops, and then to proceed with the main 
•body of his forces, all his artillery, and an auxiliary body 
of from two to four, thousand Rajpoots to Kabool. The . 
plan, however, was opposed by Mookhtar-ood-JDoula, at 
the instigation of Singee Induraj, , whose views at the 
time it did not suit. Misur Sheeonurayun also held back, 
and made excuses and delays, so that the execution of 
the project was obliged to be postponed. The Ameer 
wrote suitable answers to both letters, and from Roondee, 
prepared again to proceed against Fagpoor. Levying 
contributions by the way, he passed through the Lakfae- 
ree Ghdt, and there sending his main body under Mohum- 
mud Khan Rusaladar, to pass through Malwa, and levy 
what they could get on the march, the Ameer himself, 
with his cavalry, lightly equipped, went to the Dura 
Mukundura pass, where, having had an interview with Raj 
Rana Zalim Singh, df Kotah, he passed some days : after 
Which he went on by Sonara(') to Bbanpoora, the head- 
quarters of Siwaee Mulhar Rao Holkur. The young 
Holkur, attended by the Nuwab Iftukhar-ood-DouIa, the 
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Ameer’s agent in his camp, came ont to meet the Ameer, 
and conducted him to a suitable place of alighting -within 
the camp. The Ameer then -waited upon the Baee, -widow 
of Jus-wunt Bao, and arranged various matters -with her. 
He sent also for his son, Vuzeer-ood-Doula ‘Mohummud 
Vuzeer Khan from Sheergurh, in order to enjoy the satis- 
factionofhis company, andafter ashortstay,-wenthimself to 
Sheergurh to complete his preparations for another expe- 
dition against Kagpoor. 

Here he was -visited by a confidential emissary named 
Hafiz Jee, and by Kishen Das, who came in the 
capacity of Vukeels from Meer Kurum IJIee Khan,’ (J) 
the ruler of Sindh. (-) They brought presents, and 
asked military aid. The Ameer, in consequence, gave 
up his designs against Kagpoor, and determined to 
move in that direction, and to dispatch a Vnkeel, on 
his o-wn part, along with the two emissaries of Kurum 
Ulee. He selected Lala Chimna Purshad for the pur- 
pose> and sent him to Jypoor on the way. 

The Ameer had given a draft upon Kaee Data Kam, 
payable from the Jypoor tribute to Fuqeer Mohummud 
Khan, Rusaladar, for twenty thousand rupees : as there 
-was delay in getting the money, he -wrote more urgent 
letters to the Kaee on the subject. The Jypoor officers (*) 


(*) steer Foteh Ulee Khan Talpoorce effected a revolntion 5n Sindh 
in 1785, and rnled the country in association vtith his three brothers 
until 1801 — after him, the second brother, bleer Gholam Ulee, took the 
lead and coniinned at the bead of affairs till 1811 — nhen he died. Meer 
Khrnm Ulee and Morad Ulee, the two surviving brothers, then snc- 
ceeded, but were opposed at first by Meer Sobdar Ulee, son of Fnteh 
Ulee, and Meer Mohmnmnd Ulee, son of Gholam Ulee. It will, proba- 
bly, have been during these dissentions, that Meer Knmm Ulee opened 
a correspondence vrith the Araeer, The qoarrel was adjusted by the 
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availed themselves of.the pretence, that the payment was 
conditional upon the suirender of all the places held by 
the Ameer’s g-arrisons, and Hindoun was still retained by 
DoondeeKhan, Ex-Zumeendar of Kumona. Accordingly, 
the Race went to MooliJhtar-ood-DouJa’s camp, near 
'Hindoun, and explaining- the matter to him, got Roondee 
Khan expelled from the forts and places he held, and then 
returning^ to Jy'poor realized the money due, and sent 
what the Ameer required’for settlement with his troops. 
Soon after this, the Ameer joining the camp of his special 
troops at Zerapoor Maeechulpoor, (') in Malwa, made 
a forced .march by the route of Anoop, (®) and pillaged 
Bliynsouda, (^) which belonged to Sindheea, and then 
returned to Bhanpoora, where he sent again for his son 
Vuzeex’-ood-Doula from Sheergurh, and carried.him with 
him to^Shahpoora, and being joined there by Eaee Data 
Bam, from Jypoor, he went by Kasnreeda, (“*) in Jypoori 
to Ajmeer, and visited the shrine of Khoja'Mooyyim-ood- 
Heen. Thence he went to Toojar, (^) on the Jypoor 
frontier, towards Kishengurb, and summoned to bis pre- 
sence Misur Slieeo-Knrayun, who had agreed to pay 
the Ameer a separate Nuzurana, on his being raised to 
the head of the ministry of Jypoor, independent of the 


assignment of Jageers to the two nephews of the elder hoases, wliicli they 
still hold. Kurttm Ulee died in 1828, but Morad Ulee is still.alive, and 
at the head of the fl/eers of Talpoor, who are the rulers of Sindh. In 
March, 1813, about a year before the date assigned by the test to this 
message from Sindh, the fortress of Oinurkot was besieged and taken 
by the Sindh authorities from the Jondhpoor Raja, 

(^) vy ' ^ ^ bj ^ ^ 

(') (^) 

fSj This name may he Toojar, Nicbar, Bujar, or any thing within the 

limit of the changes to which' the first two letters are liable, and each is 

'susceptible of four, according to the number and placing of the Nooktas, 
or diacritical points, which are quite omitted in the manuscript, me 
maps have no place answering to any of these varieties. 
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tribute for the state. . The Misur made excuses for 
several days, but at last came out \vith an escort of ten or 
twenty thousand horse and foot to a short distance from the 
Ameer’s camp. For several days, upon some groundless 
suspicion of tlie Ameer’s designs towards him, he did not 
make his visit, seeing which, the Ameer one day went 
into his camp alone, mounted on a dromedary, in the 
course of one of his rides, and so dispelled his foolish 
apprehensions. ‘ The Misur accordingly came, when sent 
for, on the following day, and a meeting took place to 
mutual satisfaction. But the Misur, who was a cun- 
ning double-dealing man, put the Ameer off with soft 
words and promises, and- returned to Jypoor without 
paying .the money required from him. The Ameer 
accordingly encamped for a few days at Kaluk, and 
commenced a negociation of this matter de novo, but as 
he was still unsuccessful in bringing the Misur to reason, 
he sent for Colonel M.ehtab Khan’s brigade, and for the 
reserve of Mokhtar-ood-DowIa’s army from Boondee, 
and being joined' by these troops advanced to within five 
kos of Jypoor, and prepared to enforce his demands by 
military coercion. The Misur was now sensible of his 
error, and begged the Ameer to send confidential people 
to negociate a settlement. Bhqoanee Purshad was sent 
accordingly with Lala Goolab Baee, son of Race Data 
Ram, who followed himself soon after, and one lakh and 
seventy-five thousand rupees were realized Fy their 
negociation, on account of the tribute money, and of the 
Misur’s Nuzurana. Raee Data Ram, after staying a few 
days to arrange matters at Jypoor, rejoined the Ameer 
when- the money had been paid. These events happened 
in the Hejira year 1229. (*) 


(') A, D, 1813— 24th December to 13th December, 1814. 



BOOK THE NINTH. 


CHAPTEE III. 


1814—1815. 

Nimah MooHitar-pod-Doula moves from the jypoor 
territory to MeertJia, in ‘Joudhpoor, to enforce de- 
mands against Man Singh — The A7neer goes to 
Kvsoomhhee and Lotoa in Beekaneer — Raee Data 
Ram sent to Joudhpoor to jiegociate t1ie'~money 
. demands against that State — Singee hidnrqj and 
other Officers of Joudhpoor anxious to get rid of 
Mookhtar-ood-Donla and his troops from the Joudh- 
paor territory — Their personal objections to the 
Nuwah — Sickness of Mookhtar-ood-Doula reported 
to the Ameer, who conies over in^ all haste to Meertha 
where that Niiwab dies — The Ameer proceeds to 
Joudhpqor — Puts to death Singee Induraj and 
As-Deonath in the fort, and then returns to 
Jypoor. 

The Nawab Mookbtar-ood-Doula proceeded with bis 
brigades and other troops from the Jypoor territory to 
Meertha, in Joadhpobr, which be reduced. He further 
established the authority of bis officers, Fyzoollah Khan 
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Bungush, and Meean Ukbnr Khan, at Samhhur, Kan- 
Tva, (') and other places, in order to' compel the payment 
by Jondhpoor of the money subsidy agreed npon'-vrith 
Baja Man Singh. While they -were thus employed, the 
Ameer himself -went by successive marches to Kusooin- 
bhee, (^) and Lotoo, (^) and Bedhateer, (^) in Bikaneer, . 
levying contributions all the way, till he reached the 
Gurhee (fort) of Khurbooza, (^) which be carried, and 
then continued his march tor Gopalpoor (®) in the sandy 
desert From this point be returned by the same 
route to Knsoombhee. The whole of this country 
is. sandy, and the wells, rivers, and tanks are for the 
most part brackish and unwholesome, but by the good 
fortune .which always attended the Ameer, wherever 
his men dug for water they found good and fresh 
springs, not much, below the surface of the ground, 
so that no one suffered for want of water. The people 
of the-,.country wondered at this, and said to them- 
selves, this man must surely bring with him underground 
the Ganges Biver. Pending these operations, Kuwab 
Mohummud Jumsheed Khan marched with his troops 
from Mewar to the Jypoor countrj', and there joined 
Bao Raja Luchhmun Singh, of Seekur, with whom a sum 
was agreed upon for the transfer of the fort of Khundela; 
and Jumsheed Khan then accompanied the Bao Baja into 
the Shekawatee country. 

Singee Induraj, and the other authorities and officers 
of Jondhpoor, were much vexed to see Meertha and other 
places of Marwar occupied by Mokhtar-ood-DouIa : they 
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accoi-aingTy agreed witli tlie Ameer to pay dowu three 
lakhs of rupees, on the condition of their evacnatioiii 
Raee Data Dam ivas sent to. Joudhpoor to settle this 
matter and to realize the money : Having received it, he 
had got to Nagpr on his way back to join the Ameer, 
when he learned, that intelligence had reached the Ameer 
that Mokhtar-ood-DouIa Mohummnd Shah Khan was 
dangerously ill ; that he had accordingly put his army in 
inarch to join that officer, and himself, with three or four 
thousand lightly equipped cavalry, had gone with all haste 
to Meertha. The Nuwab Mookhtar-ood-Doulawas on the 
point of death when the Ameer arrived. Kneeling at his 
hed-side, he prayed for his recovery, but as the cup of 
life was full to the brim of the potion of death, (‘) the 
Nuwab.had only strength to whisper a word or two in 
a feeble voice, ivhen tbe insensibility of death came over, 
Iiim, and lie continued in that state for three- days before 
the breath finally left his body. Daee Data Ram hearing 
at Nagor, as stated, of the sickness of Mookhtar-ood- 
Doula,- and of the Ameer’s being with' him at Meertha, 
came over to that place,, and delivered the Joudhpoor 
Hoondees. The Ameer ordered a muster to be made of 
all his troops, and gave the Hoondees for distribution in 
payment of their arrears. -There appeared by the muster 
rolls to be near fifty thousand infantry of the different 
brigades, and twelve thousand cavalry. Tbe Ameer, 
embodying into a corps the several battalions of Meean 
Akbur Mobummud Khan, which had heretofore been 
employed on detached duty with other brigades,, formed, 
them into a separate command for that officer, whose zeal 
-and abilities had frequently fallen under his observation. 


(n Moliammnd Shah Khan died towards the end of 1814. The ex c 
date does not appear to have been reported, nor is it any where me 

tioned in the publications of the day, or in books since wriuen. 
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Having then given to Raja Buhadur Lai Singh, and to 
Colonel Mehtab Khan, and the other officers, such satis- 
faction as he could, he made provision for supplying the 
void created by the Ku^vab Mookhtar-ood-Doula’s death, 
and for settling his affairs. The whole of the Kuwab’s 
property did riot suffice for two months pay to the 
troops. The Ameer ordered the brigades of Raja 
Buhadur Lai Singh and of Colonel Mehtab Khan, with 
that of Meean Akbur Khan, and some other troops, to be 
quartered on Joudhpoor, and to form garrisons, and pro- 
vide for their subsistence hy collections in that neighbour- 
hood. Sambhur, Nanwa, &c. were assigned, on lease, 
to Fyzoolla Khan B ungush and to Meean Ukbur Khan ; 
and the Ameer leaving his young son, the Kuwab Vuzeer 
ood-Doula, with his family, in Nanwa, went himself with 
the main body of his troops towards Joudhpoor. ■ "When 
he reached the neighbourhood of that city, he was re- 
ceived ^yith the usual ceremonies by Raja Man Singh, and 
encamped near the town, at the tank of the Shekhawnts. 

The Ministry of Singee Induraj, and of As-Deonath 
Pundit, Raja Man Singh’s spiritual adviser, (Gooroo), 
was .become very odious to the people and Chiefs of 
Joudhpoor, so much so, that many of the Thakoors, 
such as Keshuree Singh and Huree Singh of Asop, Q) 
Bukhtawur Singh of Umboha, (-) Sooltan Singh of 
Humaj, (3) and Purtab Singh of Lodso, (4) formed a 
conspiracy against him, and were plotting his ruin. They 
all applied individually to the Ameer to aid their purpose, 
offering secretly thirty lakhs of rupees towards the 
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expences of tlie troops, under the condition of the Ameer’s 
putting the Singee and the Priest out of- the way. The 
Ameer said, that he could have nothing to say to such ah 
intrigue, unless he shonldbesolicited by the Ranee and by 
Koonwur Chhutur Singh (*) to take part in it. , The Ranee 
and Koonwur were already greatly discontented with the 
Singee and Priest, and were kept by them indeed in a 
kind of restraint : thinking therefore the occasion a God- 
send, they deputed ' emissaries to urge the Ameer by all 
means to engage in the plot. (=*) The Koonwur, furtherj 
came secretly in person with a Nuzurana for the Ameer, 
in order to intreat that he would not hesitate. ■ ■ . 

Seeing this state of things, the Ameer reflected, that if 
he had found Singee Induraj, and the Priest, inclined to 
forward his interests at the Joudhpoor Court, and to settle 
his claims fairly and honestly, he could not of . course, either 
from' policy, or on- any principle of honor or rectitude, 
have taken part against them : but. as it so happened that, 
instead of being friendly, they' were filled with pride and 
conceit, arid were mainly instrumental in setting Baja 
Man Singh against himself, and had further treated his 
applications for money with inattention and nonchalance, 




• (^) Tt was represented by tbe Vnkeels.of Jondlipoor at Beldee, tlie 
creatures, of course, of llie party which prevailed by means of the assassi- 
nation, that Raja Mau Siugli was privy, and had instigated the murder of 
Singee Itidiiraj, and that tlie Gooroo's death was accidental, and not 
intended. The evidence of Ameer Khan sets this question to rest, and 
proves the death of both to have been the act of the Ranee's and the heir 
anparent’s faction, in usurpation of the authority of the state, and to tlie 
subversion of Raja Man Singh's liberty and power. He only saved his life 
bv affecting idiotcy. His son, however, died by the dagger, in JS18, 
pending negociations for placing Joudhpoor under British proteciiou. 
Raia Man Sinah then pretended, by degrees, to recover liis faculties. 
He corapleted'the treaty, and in 1820, inflicted signal venge.ance on the 
msiirping faction, very.few escaped with life, and all who did sosuflered 
forfeiture, and are now in exile and in poverty. 
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spinning out the time with long and unnecessary delays : 
and since the Ameer had discovered that they entertained 
the design of removing himself by assassination, and had 
hired people for the purpose, and sent them into his 
camp with promises of money and villages if they suc- 
ceeded, the Ajneer, yielding to these considerations, felt 
inclined to proceed to extremities against the Minister 
and Priest, _ The Assassins the}’’ had emplo3'ed were 
detected close by the Ameer’s tents, coming to them by 
the tank of the Shekhawuts, which was near. Being 
observed skulking, there by the guards and sentries, they 
were pursued and seized, and so brought bound into the 
Ameer’s presence, and hence discovery of the plot was 
made. 

Having resolved to take the part proposed to 
him against these two ill-advised men, the Ameer sent 
for Mphummud Saeed Khan, and Kootub-ood-Deen 
Khan, Afreedee Rusaladars, with some others, and 
explained to them in secret, that there seemed to be 
little prospect of realizing the army’s claims upon Joudh- 
poor through Singee Induraj, and the Priest, As-Deo- 
nath, nor, without first getting rid of them both, through 
any other party in the Joudhpoor state; that it remained 
for themselves therefore to determine what should be 
done. The Rusaladars said they were ready to execute 
whatsoever the Ameer might propose, and to punish these 
two men forthwith if he desired it. The Ameer laid the 
following plan for executing his purpose. He said to 
the Joudhpoor Vukeel in camp, Anoop Ram Chobee, 
that he saw plainly that, without a personal interview, and 
in private, between himself and Singee Induraj, there 
would be no possibility of bringing matters to an accom- 
modation, and of removing the mutual suspicions which 



436 AUTS TO "VTIK THE SINGEE’S CONFIDENCE. 

existed : that, however, the men of his army would not 
let him go in person into the fort for the purpose, from 
apprehension that he would not be safe ,- in like manner he 
could. not expect the Singee to come in person to his camp : 
“ But, ’ said the Ameer, "if you will come to me secretly 
in a covered Ruth, giving yoarself oat to he the mother 
of Gholamee Khan, I can get into the Ruth, and return 
■with you unknown to the people of’ the camp, and 
so go to the Singee and settle matters with him in person, 
and remove all suspicions from his mind.” The simple 
Vukeel fell immediately into this scheme, thinking the 
purpose of his master would he gained thereby. He 
went and reported the matter to the Singee, who seized 
on the plan with eagerness, and prepared a covered Ruth 
(carriage drawn by bullocks,) which was sent in the man-i 
ner proposed, they thinking in their simplicity, that the 
Ameer would thus fall into their power, to be got rid of 
in secrecy to their heart’s joy, and little dreaming of the 
trick in store' for themselves from wayward fate. The 
■ \dctims were thus tliemselves made the instruments for 
their own destruction. When Anoop Ram Chobee arriv- 
ed at the Ameer’s tents in the Ruth, and urged his return. 
Race Data Ram, who was present, asked what was the 
object of .the Ruth’s coming. The Ameer said— It is 
only a plan of mine, to lay a net for these wily people by 
a display of confidence and cordiality, so that the cunning 
and cautious wild animals may be caught afterwards in 
the. toils more readily, , Think not I am going to trust 
myself alone in their power, and within their walls.” The 
Raee said— “ Your Highness always judges right.” At 
this time some Afghans of the army, who had previously 
been instructed, came clamorously forward, and in the 
hearing of the Vukeel, called out-" See here! the 
Ameer has got a woman’s covered Ruth to escape from 
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ns secretly in, he mast not be suffered to go.” The 
Ameer upon this -whispered to the Vukeel — “ Onr secret 
you see is blown, at present my going seems to be out of 
the question ; but if you have no objection, let some of 
my Rusaladars go to the Singee, and to As-Deonath, at 
their leisure, and let these' ministers engage to them 
to pay the money due; they will thus be pacified, 
and may leave their Mootnsudees '(men of business) to 
realize the sum agreed upon, and I shall be able to get 
the army to march away from Joudhpoor. The Vukeel 
tbonght this would be a great thing gained, and went and 
reported the proposition to Singee Induraj, and to the 
Priest. They too thought it would be a great advantage, 
to allow the Rusaladars to have an andience, in as much 
as, if they could be satisfied by words and promises, and 
the army so be got rid of, the country would be relieved 
from its most pressing evil. ?Text morning therefore 
they dispatched the Vukeel to bring the Rusaladars to 
them — ^thus sending for their own executioners. The 
Vukeel came to the Ameer with the most specious and 
positive promises of payment, and by the Ameer’s order 
Mohummud Saeed and Kootub-ood-Deen Khan, attended 
by ten or fifteen Afghans, men of courage and determi- 
nation, went into the fort to hold conference with Singee 
Induraj and As-Deonath. 

TERSES. 

Far into tlje fort, to the chambers of rest, 

Where no thoughts of danger its inmates molest, 

A knot of Afghans are admitted to tread — 

A dozen fierce Soldiers inured to bloodshed. 

Induraj and the Priest set with these to discuss. 

Says one — “ Where’s the money, don’t trifle with us 2” 
Says another — “ I value your promise as naught,” 

“ We are not the birds with such chaff to be caught,” 
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Says a third-" Cash I want, for my debts that now press 
i our promise will never relieve my distress.” ' 

All in short said the same, there was nothin- like cash 
And cash they must have, to refuse it were rash. ' 
Says the Singee— “My word is as good as the Bank’s, 
Here s my promise to pa3-~take ye this, and give thanks ” 
■Says Kootub Been Khan-“Hold your tongue for a cheat. 
You ne’er paid a soul, but with lies and deceit." 

And thereupon promptly Mohammad Saeed 
To his heart drove a dagger, and so did the deed, 

Then forth drew his sword, with one stroke felled the Priest,' 
■Dispatching both victims— sans pity the least. 

■ The Rajpoots assemble and shout with uproar. 

Death ! Death ! to the Afghans, avenge the Rathorl 
They crowd round the house, and with matchlock and gun, 
"Watch to slaughter the Bravos, this deed who have done. 
But the window is narrow, and strong is the wall. 

And within are stout hearts that no dangers appal. ' ' 

Arm ! Arm ! now in camp— the Ameer beats the drum, 

His troop to the city-gate gallopping come. 

There’s death in his eye, a frown darkens his brow, 

Imaus vroukl tremble to look at him now. 

There are Chiefs in the City with him who conspired, 

Their plot was the murder, the Bravos they hired : 

To the Raja they hasten, and humbly on knee 
Beg mercy for them,' though assassins they be — 

“Blood enough has heen shed; have pity,” said they— 

The Town’s at his mercy, who planned this affray; , 

If vengeance he taken on.lhese men of blood, 

His host on the City will pour as a flood ; 

The Raja one minute bis bead sunk in thought — 

Pride, policy, vengeance, within him long fonght— 

Thinks he “ These are they who have done this foul deed, 
Will they for their Country or my honor bleed? 

If I bid them avenge these my servants thus slain, . 

Will they stand by me staunch, nor betray me again? 

No! better dissemble, in silence resign. 

And leave them to act as their hearts shall incline"— 

Then turning, thus loudly the Lords he addressed— 

“ I feel my brain wander— do ye what is best." 
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Their object thus gained, to the Bravos they hied, 

And pledged them safe exit with oaths multiplied — 

■ The men then came forth, each his weapon in hand, 
Holding fast with the other a Chief’s kuminur-hand. 

The Ameer’s brow is placid, success crowns his plan. 

Back he hastens to camp without loss of a man. 

In short> wlien Mohummud Saeed Khan and the other 
Afghans had gone into the fort along with the Vukeel, 
they were taken to the sleeping apartments of Singee 
Induraj at the kucherree, where he and As-Deonath 
were sitting, and there, after a short parley about payment 
of the money, both these ministers were dispatched. (') 
The Afghans then retired into an apartment, which seemed 
calculated to afford them present security. At seeing 
what had occurred, the Singee’s servants, and the troops 
raised -a hue and cry, and carried intelligence to Raja 
Man Singh, surrounding the house, and firing at it with 
musquetry for- some time; but, as it was a strong place, 
they did no mischief whatsoever to the Afghans within. 
The Ameer meanwhile got his troops under arms in 
expectation of the tumult, and came with a party of 
his horse into the city, and swore to the people, that, 
if any thing happened to the Afghans, he would sack 
the town, and attack the fort immediately. Upon this 
the Joudhpoor authorities, and especially those Sirdars 
who were in league with the Ameer, and who had 
instigated the assassination, went to the Raja, and repre- 
sented, that as the Ameer’s army was in strength at the 
city gate, the town would assuredly be sacked unless 
some composition were made. The Raja was 'a man of 
discretion, and yielded after a little reflection, being (*) 


(*) This assassination occurred in October 1815. The precise date is 
no where given. 
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influenced mainly by tbe consideration, that the' same 
Sirdars, Yrhom he suspected of hjiving instigated the 
assassination of his ministers, would scarcely stand by 
him, if, upon this quarrel he were to bring matters to 
extremity with the Ameer and his Afghans. Pretending 
therefore not to know what he was about, he said that he 
felt incapable of determining what should be done, and 
told the Chiefs, who had come to him, to do what 
they thought best. They having .thus obtained their 
object, went to the Afghans, and assured them of safety, 
and so, each man with his hand upon the waist of a Sir- 
dar, (to ensure safe-conduct through the irritated mob)' 
tliey were brought and delivered to the’ Ameer,' who 
returned to his camp, well-pleased with the success of his 
stratagem to rid himself of his two enemies. Baja Man 
Singh from that time forth retired from affairs of state, 
and gave out that he was deranged ; and in his conversa- 
tion and actions, such as at meals and in bathings, he 
committed all manner of incoherencies and inconsistencies 
out of his common habit. Thus the Thakoors and Sirdars 
obtained full authority, and to the Ameer they paid ten 
lakhs out of the thirty promised, and intreated that tbe 
army should leave the country, taking a promise for the 
remainder. The Ameer thought it prudent to comply, ■ 
and accordingly, levying contributions in his way, he 
marched by Beesuipoor, Sar, (‘) and Meertha, towards 
Kishengurh. ' There having levied tribute also, he moved 
to Deodhee Goree(=) in Jypoor. Here he re-appointed 
Meean Moonuwur Khan to be Amil of Seronj, in lien of 
Mohuinniud Saeed Khan and Suroor Khan, and sending 


(-) Query— Doondee and Gaowree of Colonel Tod's Map near 
Rnjniuliul on tlie Bunas. 



THE AUTHOR EMPLOYED AS MOONSHEE. 441 


for liis son and family from Ifanwa, he Tvent witK them by 
the ronte of Kota to Sheergnrh. Here Lala Golab Raee, 
Data Ram’s son, ■who, since Moonshee Bhoanee Purshad’s 
departure, had been appointed to the Moonshee’s ofBce, 
obtained leave to return to his native country, and the 
Compiler of this Narrative, who had been employed 
hitherto under Raee Data Ham at Jypoor, was, at the 
suggestion of the Raee, sent for, and appointed Naeeb 
Moonshee. These events occurred in the Hejira year 
1230 . (') 


(‘)A. D. 1814, 13lh December to 1815 3d December — Ameer Kban 
left Jondhpoor on this occasion in December 1815. This date will there- 
fore be correct. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


1816. 

Tlie Afghans again mutiny and ill-treat <the Ameer~He 
escapes hj stratagem— -Proceeds to the Shekliatoatee 
country against Sham Singh and Ubhye Singh, who 
had defeated Jumsheed Khan- — They retire to a 
pos 2 twfi in Jnlls — The Aineer settles for a composi- 
tion of three lalchs of rtipees with the7n— Proceeds 
tvith his brigades against Jy poor — Besieges it for one 
month, and then reth’es, in order to confer an oibliga- 
tion on Raja Jugut Singh’s Ranee, Man Singh’s 
daughter — Proceeds next against Joudhpoor. 

The men of the Ameer’s army were at this period again 
unruly for their arreai's, and getting the Ameer into their 
power, treated him with great severity, depriving him of 
his Suwaree, and not suiFei-ing him to stir. It happened, 
that Sham' Singh (') and Ubhye Singh, (*) of -the She- 
khawatee country, were getting the better of Nuwab 

e) (') 

(^) Sham Singh, of Jhoojhnoo and linsao, is the most powerful Chief 
of the Shekhawuts, and a very’^infliiential noble of the party of Jliota 
Ham at the Court of Jypoor. He has, for thirty years, been the Chief 
of that lordship, and, as such, visited the Honorable Mr. Eiphinstone, 
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Jumslieed Khan, and the Ameer, perceiving that matters 
there required his presence in person, for the succour of 
that oflScer, felt it to he necessary to escape somehow or 
other out of the hands of the mutineers, and he hit upon 
the following expedient for the purpose. He persuaded 
Pi,uhman Khan, Fyzoollah Khan’s Chela, to get some 
artillery tired, next day, in the direction where the camp 
bullocks were grazing, and then to send some hurkarus 
to report in camp, that the K-anghra(') horse were carr)'-. 
ing off the gun bullocks. Having arranged matters 
thus in secret, the Chela did as was agreed, and while 
the men of the camp were speculating, what could have 
occasioned the tiring, the hurkaras came in from the pas- 
ture ground to say, that some Ranghra horse bad carried, 
off the gun bullocks. The Ameer pretending to he very 
angry at hearing this, got up and mounting a horse, which 
happened to be near i-eady-saddled, rode olT, as if to 
pursue the Ranghras, and recover the bullocks, and thus 
he reached a party of his Paeegah horse, which were 
under arms in expectation, and with them rode off to. 
Kurun-Meerdeh, (^) which belonged to Buhadur Singh 


wlipn lie crossed tlie desert of Bikaneer on Iiis vray to Rabool. He tlien 
bad a consul Unnjeet Sinjib, vdio was entitled to share the lordsliip with 
him, hot on the 2lst December, 1808, very soon after Mr. E. had passed 
he succeeded in assassinating him. The cause of Rnnjeel’s son, Sbeojee* 
who escaped, was espoused by several surrounding Cliiefs, and after a 
feud of some ye^irs, .,a Jageer of thirty-seven and a half villages was 
divided off for him. ■ Ubliye Singh was Raja of Khetree, and an ally of 
Lord Lake’s. He obtained the Kotpoollee Perguna in reward for the 
good conduct of his troops in the. affair in wliich Captain Lucan was 
killed. He and his son Bnkhtavrur Singh are both dead, and the Raja 
is now an infant son of the latter. The family are Shekhawnts and 
tiibutary to Jypoor for all tlieir territory, excepting Kotpoollee. ’ 

(') 

C) "y****, 's used to designate the lower classes of the population 
Hirough the whole tract, bordering on the Western Desert of India. 
Jliey are all thieves and robbers, and mostly Moosulmans. 
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Gha'ndawiit, land encamped there.: Next day he sent for 
his troops, and assigned them ground about one or two kos 
distant from his own tents : with a light party also of . his 
own horse, he captured Poorun Singh and Hunwunt Singh, 
two of Buhadur Singh’s nephews, ’ who had ventured to 
interfere with the Ameer s pasture, and took their. horses 
away. In like manner, im the course of the following 
inarch, he overpowered a party of horse from Danta 
Ramgurh, (>) who, thinking they.had to do with the fora- ' 
gers of the camp, ventured to attack him. Their horses 
he took away, and distributed amongst his followers, but 
released the prisoners. Encamping near that place, he. 
continued his march by Baee (*) to Machaa-was, (^) where 
..he encamped. The Nuwah Jumsheed Khan, seeing no 
prospect of success in his operations against the Shekha- 
wuts, came to this place with a small escort, to solicit in 
person a reinforcement, whereupon the Ameer, starting 
at two or three o’clock in the morning, made a march of 
thirty kos to the village of Kootree, (^) a dependency of 
Khutoo, (^) near which, that is about three or four kos olf, 
the Shekhawuts were in camp, reinforced with several 
battalions from Jypoor. He -arrived at bis ground with 
no more lliau four or five hundred men ; still such was 
the 'dread of his name and reputation, that the Shekha- 
wuts, giving up* their hope of being able to cope with 
Jumsheed Khan’s brigade, now it was led by the Ameer 
in person, retired precipitately with their troops to the 
ghat of -Mowasur, (^) "a strong hill about three kos dis- 
tant; The Ameer hearing of this movement, said his 
morning prayers, and then marched with his cavalry, 
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lightly equipped, to form the investment of the position. 
By catting off their supplies and communications, he 
brought the enemy to great straights, but there livas great 
want of water and grain round the position, indeed, for 
three kos all round, there was absolutely no forage nor 
provender of any kind: the Ameer therefore arranged, 
that half his men should be employed at a time in 
seeking sustenance for themselves and their horses, and 
on their being provided, that tliey should relieve those on 
the blockade duty, so that this latter service should 
never be intermitted. Thus the enemy were watched 
so closely, that they could not scratch their heads. 
After seven or eight days spent in this manner, the 
Shekhawuts were reduced to such straights, that they 
applied, through ISTawab Jumsheed Khan, to be admit- 
ted to a composition, and at first an agreement was 
made for eleven lakhs of rupees ; but in the course of the 
night they contrived that Gunesh Kurayun, (') and some 
other men of known substance, should get off through the 
passes in the hills ; and then they represented humbly 
their inability to pay so heavy a mulct. They agreed, 
however, at last for three lakhs, and gave responsible 
persons for hostages into the Ameer’s hands. At'Nuwab 
Jumsheed Khan’s intercession, the Ameer gave them 
these terms, and broke up his blockade, rejoining the 
main body of his army. The Ameer then apprehending 
violence from the mutineers, from whose hands he had 
escaped by stratagem, as mentioned, in case of his re- 
maining with the army, left the camp secretly by night, 
and joined a party of horse, he had caused to be kept in 
readiness at a little distance for this purpose, under 
Juwahur Singh (“) and Rahman Khan, and with them 
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lie AYent, by successive marches, to the brigade of Raja 
.Bahadur Lai Singh at Ajeefgiirfa, belonging to Sursurath, (') 
a dependency of .Jypoor. To this place he laid siege, 
and made regular approaches, and so extorted a tribute. 
Having' exerted himself to gain the good will of the men 
of his own particular corps, be now attached them to this 
brigade, and then, with, the united force, marched, by the- 
route of Ruhunkush, (") &c.- to Sunthra, where he en~, 
camped. 

In the midst of these operations, one Hunwunt Singh, (^) 
a Chela of Baja Jugut Singh, collected some troops, and 
came to Bheesa, a dependency of Hindoun, with the, 
design of attacking Colonel Mehtab Khan, who was can- 
toned there with ,his brigade. The Colonel sending his, 
reserve and baggage into Hindoun, prepared his force 
for light service, having with him Ulahee- Bukhsh, a 
Chela of the Ameer’s, and Man Singh, Jemadar of Hur- 
karus. Hunwunt Singh thinking from these preparations 
that the Colonel was preparing to retire in alarm, became 
puffed up with vain pride, and attacked him ; but like a 
moth he flew into the flame to his own destruction, for 
tiie brigade standing firm at all points, and preparing 
their artillery with drag-ropes, received the attack ■with 
repeated discharges, which produced a great slaughter 
amongst the enemy ; and when the assailants had been so 
checked, the Colonel, who was a- man of courage and 
skill, charged them along with Ulahee Bukhsh Khan, Man 
Singh, and other olBcers, and by their bravery and exer- 
tions the whole force of the enemy was efiPectually routed 
and dispersed, and, Hunwunt Singh himself wounded. 
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-The fagilives -were pursued for four or five kos from 
the field of battle. Thus the Ameer’s troops raised the 
standard of 'victory, and made a capture of all the stores 
and camp equipage of the Jypoor army, "vrith two guus. 
The Ameer was in great exultation at hearing of this 
Tictory, and fired a salute for it. 

JElaee Chhutur Bhoj,C) an Ex-Dewan of Jypoor, -was 
at this time in the Ameer’s camp, and urging him to 
engage in an intrigue for the removal of the Puro- 
heet (Priest,) Manjee Das, who had supplanted him, 
and to bring about his own restoration to office. Seve- 
ral principal officers of the court were dissatisfied with 
the priest, and ready to join in any plot for his expulsion, 
and for the restoration of Eaee Chhutur Bhoj. In this 
faction were Rao-Raja Luchhmun Singh {•) of Seekur, 
Kishen Singh, and Rawul BjTeesal of Choumooha and 
Samodh, (3) Bahadur Singh (^) of Jhulaee, and some 
others, who all applied to the Ameer to forward their 
schemes. Instigated mainly by them, the Ameer deter- 
mined to move his army against Jypoor. Calling in 


p) In the beginning of November, 1815, Lai Singh and Cbhnlar BJioj 
triumphed over Sheeonnrajun and Mohun Lai, and raised tliemselves to 
the liead of affairs in Jypoor. It was said at tlie lime that Ameer Klian’s 
operations against the Shekhawnt, and other Jypoor Chiefs, were invited 
and instigated by these ministers. Their anthority, however, was sliort- 
lived, for in the begimung of January, 16IG, the Resident at Dehlee 
reported timtChliatnr Bhoj had been expelled, and had fled to tlie camp 
of Ameer Khan. Manjee Das being raised to the ministry in bis place by 
the inflaence, chiefly, of Rao Chaud Singh. 
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therefore all his brigades and detachments; including tlie 
foi*ce under Nuvrab Jumsheed Khan, ,he approached the 
hy.the route of Bindur, Naolee, Bhagrota, (’) '&c. ■ 
inarching leisurely with occasional , halts, and levying 
contributions as ;he went along. In this manner,' the 
Ameer came to Jhulaee and Jugutpoora, f) only three' 
kos from Jypoor,'"and encamped there. Manjee Das 
seeing, this, , got together the. Jypoor- army, and brought 
it to a position under protection of the fort of Motee- 
Doongree, (^) which is a ,kos and a half from Jypoor, ; 
and put the gates and - fortifications of the city in a 
condition , for defence. After remaining in position ■ 
two or three days, thinking himself unable to meet the 
Ameer in the field, he suddenly broke np his camp, and 
returned with alt his troops to within the town, ahd,^ 
setting, all .the, 'forts about, it in a state of defence, 
addressed circulars ,to all the Thakoors, and dependents of 
Jypoor, to collect for the defence of the capital. In the . 
little garden of JVuseean, (^) to the right,- he. posted the 
Nagas, and in the Majee’s Garden to the left, the Jypoor' 
special troops. . ..Thakoor Chand Singh’s troops were in 
the Bhut Garden (^) in front of tlie Ameer’s line' of ap- 
proach. Having made these dispositions, Manjee Das 
shut the city gates,. and raised field works outside for the. 
defence of the ground taken up. The Ameer came up in 
the morning, with the brigade of. Raja Buhadur Lai Singh, 
and the horse of his , special corps ; and with drag ropes to 
his guns, availing himself of tlie low ground of a nulla, 
he forthwith attacked Chand Singh’s position at the .Bhut 
Garden, and after a hot fire of artillery carried it by 
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storm, -with' great slaugli ter to 'tlie enemy. From tliis 
point lie began making bis approaches. Cband Singb, with 
bis , defeated troops, took refuge imder tbe city wall. 
Colonel Mehtab Kban was directed, simultaneously with 
tbe above operation, to proceed against tbe Nagas at 
Nuseean Bagb, and be met with equal success, dislodging 
them from their works, and occupying the post himself. 
The J^agas, • however, having taken up a new position in 
a ' little Garden between their, old ground and the city, 
the Ameer directed them to be dislodged from that point 
also, which was effected with much intrepidity by the 
' Colonel, and with considerable slaughter of the enemy. 
Here also approaches were commenced agaiinst the 
city, but as the. ground was much exposed, and within 
reach of the guns of Motee Doongree, which took the 
post in flank, tbe Colonel after loHng many men from 
this fire sent to the Ameer for succour. The Ameer' 
went, accordingly, with his cavalry, with all haste to the 
Colonel’s position from the Bhut’s Garden, where his own 
head' quarters were established, and going towards the 
fort of Motee Doongree, sent a hurkaru to tell the 
garrison that, if they fired another shot, a storm of the; 
place would be ordered, and they must take the con- 
sequences. Alarmed at this threat, they ceased firing 
from Motee Doongree, and tbe Ameer having restored 
. confidence to Colonel Mehtab Kban, returned and threw 
forward the brigade of- Raja Bahadur Lai Singh to a 
position in front of the Bhut’s Garden, between the 
Puthurooee O and Motee Doongree forts, where it was 
within range of the fire from both these points, as well as 
of that from the city, but was protected by the ditches 
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and mounds of some gardens-: there he commenced Ids 
main approaches for the reduction of Jypoor. I^uwab 
Jumslieed Khan, and the Ameer’s father-in-law had been 
directed against the Majee’s Garden, and had opened 
trenches there, • but while they were employed on them, 
the enemy made a sally from the garden, and with such 
effect as very nearly to defeat this division of the 
Ameer’s army.- The Ameer, however, offering a prayer 
to the Deity, in 'n'hose„hands are victory and defeat, 
arrived with a reinforcement, and leading a charge 
on : the enemy in pei’son, drove him from the field with 
great slaughter, after which, the approaches in that direc- 
tion were carried on without further interruption. The 
Ameer now called in Meean Akhiir Mohimwad.Kbav, 
with ‘the detachment employed under his orders, in making 
collections in Doongur Mnlarna, (’) and thus for twenty- 
four days continued the siege of Jypoor. In this interval, 
Manjee Das Puroheet,- having assembled the forces of 
all the Jypoor Thakoors, resisted obstinately any demand 
for- tribute, or for a money composition. Every day, the 
foraging parties of the Ameer’s army, were attacked, and 
he was much annoyed by tbe warfare thus carried on. At 
last being much v'exed at these annoyances, he ordered 
a general bombardment of the city from all his batteries, 
iu order, that the pride of the enemy might be abated by 
showing them the extent to which the means of mischief 
y'^ere in his hands.- •' 

VERSES. 

There is cause for vexation, our Chief foams with rage, 

‘ A storm’s on the brow of th’ Ameer of the age ; 

To the trenches and batteries galloping down. 

Pie orders, a salvo from all, on the Town; 
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The Cannoniers ready his word to obey, 

Open fire with a vengeance — ^’tis like the last day. 

So served were the cannon, so many, so large, 

Hell seemed broken loose, as they gave each discharge : 

" Earth shoolc to its centre — the welkin rung loud, 

’Twas as if the last tramp roused the dead in their shroud ; 
The townsmen awe-stricken, in trembling and dread. 

Ran sculking to corners where each hid his head; 

The shot struck the Palace, the Mansion (*) of air, 

, And Jugut Singh woke to a sense of despair ; 

His Dewan he sent with contrition to sue. 

The Besiegers would not the bombardment renew. 

The Dewan with art and with flattering speech. 

Thus addressed the Ameer be was sent to o’er reach — 

“ Is it fit ’gainst the helpless that such boiling rage 
. The bosom should fill of tb’ Ameer of the age, 

Like Roostum in courage, he like him a friend ■' 

Of the humbled : would you bring this Raj to an end 1 
You, that with Jugut Singh have such kindness exchanged, 
Why now seek his ruin, why now thus estranged? 

Man Singh owes to you the whole debt of his State, 
Confer on Jypoor obligations as great,” 

, Th’ Ameer thus replied, “ To your Raja I hear 
Ro malice in heart, nor for aught do I care ^ 

But money, hard money, the clamours to stay . 

Of these hungry soldiers all greedy for pay — ; 

’Tis the sine qua non of my quitting this Town, 

I dare not depart without money paid down." 

To the Raja the Dewan reports this reply-, 

' The Exchequer is empty, the Nobles are shy. 

From them there is no hope of aid, in their pride. 
Submission and payment they spurn and deride ; 

“ Let him bombard the Town, storm it too, if he durst. 
Why buy his forbearance, let him do his worst — 

The Ranee, a woman of prudence and sense. 

Now exerted herself in her husband’s defence, 


(’) Hnv?a Jluhnl, a hailding of seven-stories, or rather clusters of 
Vude rooms or recesses, filled wllh marble perforated screens for the air 
to blow tiiroogb in the hot weather and rains. 
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To the Ameer shc’wrote. « Of Man Singh you ’re the Jriead, 
His brother I deem you, my honor defend. 

Be uncle, he father to me, in this need. 

Forbear from tl)is outrage rrhich makes my heart bleed." 
Tli' Ameer's heart was wrung by the Ranee’s appeal, 

The cannon no longer resound peel on pe^— 

Th’ Ameer has relented and gone to his teat, 

The battery’s silenced— the Ranee content. 

The facts -were simply, as follows — the bombardment 
was very destructive to the Townspeople, and the shot 
from the heavy guns, fired in volleys reached even to the 
Palace, and struck the. Huwa Muhnl (Air Palace) and 
other places of the Raja’s own residence. Jugut Singh 
was in despair and lost heart immediately, and sent 
Luchhmun Chund, his Dewan, (’) to negociate and stop 
the bombardment. The Dewan supplicated the Ameer with 
all humility to suspend operations against the city. The 
Ameer said that his army would never be induced to 
march from before it without money, but if the Dewan 
could satisfy them in that respect, it was all that was 
desired, for he had no enmity against the Raja, nor other 
cause of quarrel with him. The Dewan returned to 
Jypoor, and reported what had passed, but as the Raja’s 
treasury was empty, and liis country all ruined, he had no 
means of satisfying the demand made. In the height of 
his alarm, he was preparing to evacuate the town and 
his palace, and to retii’e to the fort of Am^r, (•) to the 
North, when his Ranee, tile daughter of Raja Man 
Sino-h of Joudhpoor, who was a woman of sense and 
spirit, re-assured tlie Raja, and sent a message on her 
own part to the Ameer, saying, . “ Raja Man Singh is my 
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father, arid year svrom friend. . 1 look npon yon, there- 
fore, as my uncle, nay as my father, do not bring me to 
shame.” The Ameer, on receiving this humble message, 
allowed his rage to abate, and stopping the bombardment . 
returned to his quarters. Here he received letters from 
Juswunt Rao Holkur’s widow, begging him to spare the 
Jypoor State, for it was an old one, of the first rank in 
Hindoostan, and ought not to be destroyed or debased. 
These supplica'tions of the Baee were several times re- 
peated, and the Ameer, reflecting that of a truth, if he 
were to storm the town with his Afghans, its sack would 
be a great calamity, and nothing would come to bis own 
treasury, broke up the siege, (’) and moved by Sanga- 
neer to Danga, (?) where he encamped. Thence he 
continued his march to Hunooman Kbera, (^) near Ma- 
dhoorajpoor, where he cantoned for the rains. In order 
to satisfy his men, who were on the point of mutiny for 
their arrears, he raised twenty-five thousand rupees from 
Muhmood Khan, as an advance upon the revenues of 
Tonk, and forty thousand from Fyzoolla Khan Bnngosh, 
as a like advance upon Sambhur and Nanwa, (?) and 
made over these places to them respectively. These events 
bring down the Narrative to the Hejira year 1231. (^). 


(*) The Ameer broke np from before Jypoor in July, 1816. The 
Dnrbar Iiad been in negodation with the Resident at Delilee, for the 
Raja’s being taken under British protection since Slay, the segociatorg 
having proceeded to Delilee just as the Ameer approaclied to attack the 
city. Upon terras being concluded with the Ameer, the Delilee negocia- 
tion was broken ofiF, and Sunkur Das, Manjee Das’s brother, the principal 
envoy, was dismissed in the beginning of August. 

Q) O 

(!) A. D. 1815,3d December to 20tU November, 1816. 
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1816—1817. 

The Ameer I'proceeds into the Joudhpoor territory — ■ 
Disposes his Army to collect the revenues of Jypoor 
— Returns thither after settling affairs in Joudhpoor 
— Lays siege to Madhoorajpoor xvhither Bharuth 
Singh had carried the family of Mohxmmud Axjaz 
Khan — captured hy him at Todurlee — Collects all 
his troops to reduce the place, and is nine months 
employed on the siege. 

I 

A.FTER the death of Sing-ee Induraj and As-Deonatli, 
llaja Man Singh’s son and heir, Koonwur Chhutur Singh, 
acqniring the chief authority in Joudhpoor, put to death 
the Singee’s brother Goolraj, (') and raised to the iiead 
oif the ministry Ukhye Chund, (”) and others of the Nobles 
and Thakoors of the faction, wJiich had instigated the 
assassination of the Singee, and which was pledged to pay 
thirty lakhs of rupees to the Ameer. These men, how- 
ever, bn different pretences, evaded payment of the sum 
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due. They also sent for Singee .Futehraj, (') son of 
Singee Induraj, and gave him the nominal ministi’y, in the 
hope of getting from him some of his father’s treasure. 
The Ameer seeing all this, made the follomug disposi- 
tions. He sent Colonel Mehtab Khan, whom he honored 
with the title of Roshun-ood-JDoula, to be cantoned 
with his brigade about Hindoun and Mohummud Gurh, 
and to manage tliat neighbourhood. Raja Buhadur Lai 
Singh was posted in the neighbourhood of Chundlaee, O 
Lal-Sonth, Lye, (^) Luwaeen, Andhee, Bhoolaee, &c. 
Nuseer-ood-Houla Nuwab Jumsheed Khan was cantoned 
at Chaksoo (^) and Sheeodaspoora, ('') &c. with his 
special troops, and Mean Akbur Mohummud Khan’s 
brigade. The Ameer moved in person towards Joudh- 
poor, marching leisurely by Neemhura, C^) Choofoo, (®) 
Hurha, (®) Tejoon, (’°) and Okraj-Deoraj, (") depen- 
dencies of Jypoor, on which he levied tribute as he 
passed, and thus came into the Kishengurh territory. 
Thence by Maroot . and Dundwana, ('■) he came to 
Chaeel, ('^) a village in Bapoo Sindheea’s Jageer, in the 
Joudhpoor . territory, where he encamped. The Ameer 
levied a contribution on tiiis place — at hearing of which, 
Bapoo Sindheea, who was about Kagor, making collec- 
tions, -went to Moondwa, and.Koocheera, villages 
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of the Ameer s father-in-lair’s Jageerin the Jfagor coun- 
try, and levied contrihufions there in retaliation. . As tho 
Ameer and JBapoo Sindheea ivere alwaj's on good terms, 
and there was a connexion between them by marriage, 
the Ameers son Vuzeer ood-Doula being affianced to a 
daughter ofBapoo Siudheea’s, the Ameer did not choose 
to qnarrel on this ground, but left the Jageer, and march- 
ing by Kochawnn, (>) Thakoor Sheeonath Singh’s Jageer, 
and by Malodh, (^) a village in the Jageer _ of Ihrabeem 
Khan, an officer of Man Singh, and then bviMukree, {?] 
Chundol, and other places belonging to the Joudh- 
poor Raja, he came to Raee-sen, (^) which belonged 
to Roop Singh, a Joudhpoor Chief. The Ameer 
levied contributions at all these places, and besieg- 
ed the fort of Raee-sen, extorting from the Chief an 
engagement for tribute. From this point,’ he sent on 
Race Data Ram to Koonwnr Chhntnr Singh at Joudhpoor 
to negociate for the liquidation of his claims, and in the 
interim, proceeding by forced marches to Surmanee, C^) 
a dependency of Joudhpoor, he laid siege to it, in order 
to punish its owner for- turbulence shown in his conduct 
to ‘Ulohuinmtid Ayaz Khan. - Having opened trenches, 
he carried the place after a short resistance, and found 
there much booty. From thence he made a few matches 
in advance, in the direction of Madol, {^). a dependency 
of Khalee Rao, under Joudhpoor, and met there Bapoo 
Sindlieea, whose army was encamped only two or three 
kos from that of the Ameer. The Bapoo sent a Vukeel 
to negociate for the Ameer’s evacuation of the Joudhpoor 
country. The Ameer out of his old regard for this officer. 
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receivBd liie proposition favorably, and entered into 
terms vitb him. Accordijngly he marched leisurely to 
Madolin Jondhpoor,'wher« he received letters from Raee 
Data Ram, announcing, \that upon the condition of 
evacuating the country, the Woney matter might he settled 
fa\'orably. Deeming it expedient therefore to return, 
the Ameer marched to Pye.V*) Tvhere he was met by the 
Raee, who informed him, thm one lakh and fifty thousand 
rupees had been agreed to ye paid, if he would leave 
Marwar. The Ameer confined this settlement, and 
sent back the Raee, with his owp father-in-law, Mohum- 
mud Ayaz Khan, to realize the\money from Futehraj, 
the Joudhpoor minister. He then 'marched to Hurmara, 
in Kishengurh, and levied twenty thousand rupees from 
the Raja of that territory. 

: In the midst of this, Mohummud Saeed Khan, Kootub- 
ood-Deen Khan, and other Afreedee Rusaladars, showed 
a disposition to mutiny for their arrears, and encamped 
at the distance of a kos from the rest of the Ameer’s 
army. In consequence of the terms they were on with the 
Ramp.oor Afghans, they could not proceed to violence 
against the Ameer’s person, but they contrived by em- 
ploying Mohummud Saeed Khan, as if to negociate, to 
inveigle the Ameer into their power : that Afghan per- 
suaded him by professions of attachment and fidelity, to 
go with him to give the Afreedees some assurances, which 
he said would satisfy them. He was thus seized and 
subjected to severe restraint, his private servants being 
admitted with great difficulty to attend him. The Ameer 
was, by this treatment, compelled to give the security of 
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Me6an Akbur Mobummud Kh'An to the Afreedees, for five 
lakhs of rupees, and so settled!, their claims,; and procured> 
his release. ' • ■ . ' 'I 

TheZuineendar of Ludana, 1' Thakoor Bharuth Singh (>) 
hj'' name, a dependent of j/ypoor, having’ got posses- 
sion of the fort of Madhoopajpoor, which had been as- 
signed, in Jageer to -Raja j|ogut Singh’s Rat'hor Ranee, 
had the audacity to carry ajhvay the family of Molmmmud 
Ayaz Khan, tlie Ameer’s^f father-in-law, from the fort of 
Toduruee(') in Jypoor,. ■'where he had deposited them in 
reliance on the friendship of the Thakoor, to whom the 
place belonged. Bharnth Singh having some how got 
them into his power, carried- both wives and children to 
Madlioorajpoor, and would listen' to no terms of accom- 
modation for their release. The Ameer was induced by 
this to determine oa the attack of Madhoofajpoor, and 
moviug- by the route of Chooroo-Bhagee to Bbarma, {^) 
he commenced a negociation, in the first instance, for their 
release. Such, however, was the insolence and pride hf 
this man, and such the cunning and’ turbulence of his 
character, that keeping the Ameer amused with profes- 
sions, until the corn was ripe, and he had laid in a store 
of provisions for a siege, he then retracted all his promises, 
and declared his determination to make no terms. The 
Ameer, therefore, marching by Ranoulee, (^) came to the 
fort, and encamped before it, and, sending for the brigades 
of Baja Buhadur Lai Singh, of Meean Akbur Molmmmud 
Khan, of Mnhmood Khan, and likewise for the cavalry 
attached to Mohuinmud J umsheed Khan, and for the horse 
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at Perawa, under his Chela Himmut Khan,- from their res- 
pective cantonments and garrisons, he invested the place 
on all sides. The supplies of the garrison were effectu- 
ally cut off, and every day there were attacks or sallies, 
and close 'fighting, attended with slaughter, to the besieg- 
ed, as well as to the besiegers. 

After a' long time spent in this manner, little 
advance was made towards the capture of the place; 
whereupon the Ameer called a council of all his 
officers, and asked their advice. They recommend- 
ed, that the wall should he knocked down completely 
on one side, and when there was a wide breach, the 
place should be stormed on all sides, and not merely 
at the breach, in the hope, that entrance might be 
found somewhere, while the attention of the besieged 
was directed to that point. This plan being approved by 
the Ameer, his heavy guns were placed in battery. The 
wall was not sufficiently breached for the purpose intend- 
ed, when a party of Afghans from Kabool, who did not 
understand Hindee, thought the time was come to storm, 
' and went up from the trenches for the purpose. The 
rest of. the troops ran to support them. The besieged 
seeing this, threw into the ditch choppers of thatch, half 
burnt,, with other combustibles, and opened a tremendous 
fire on the men as they advanced, so that a great number 
of the Kaboolees were killed and wounded. The assail- 
ants discovering no breach that was practicable, in con- 
sequence of the wall not being sufficiently broken down, 
and of the fire from these straw choppers and other com- 
bustible materials, were obliged to return. At this time 
the Ameer, who was riding round as usual, to inspect the 
different lines of approach, and batteries, discovered the 
storm to be made without orders in the manner stated. 
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and though he put the men of Kahool under arrest for 
the disobedience and breach of discipline of which they, 
had been guilty, and reprimanded them- severely, yet he 
felt that his plan was no longer practicable:' The arrow 
that has once flowh from the bow-string will not return. 

The siege of Madhoorajpoor was become a source of 
great anxiety, and trouble to the Ameer,- for 'since bis 
army had been collected round the fort, there was no, 
revenue realized in the Jypoor territory, and the Joudh-' 
poor officers quarrelling among one another, Futehraj,i 
the son of Singee Induraj, had retired from the ministry,’, 
and the 'amount settled mth him remained still unpaid. i 
There was thus extreme distress in the camp for money. i 
However, Race Data Ram, ■ Mohummud Umnr Khan,! 
and the Ameer’s father-in-law, Mohummud Ayaz Khan, 
obtained, with great diplomatic shill, a lakh and a half of 
rupees from Koonvnir Chhutur Singh, and brought it to 
the Ameer. They reported at the same time, that Raja 
. Man Singh had formally abdicated, and that the Koon- 
wnr was raised to power, and had sent for Fntehraj, the 
son, after slaying Goolraj, (') the brother of Singee Induraj,- 
merely with the design of over-reaching and extorting 
money from him. ■ They' likewise stated,, that the scheme 
had been successful so far,- that some money bad been 
obtained from Fntehraj, and^ that he had gone-to Meer- 
tha to raise a further sum, but made off from thence;- 
through an., intrigue of the metii-of Holkurs train of 
artillery, headed by Dan Singh, commander of a Jondh- 
poor brigade. • 


(■n The deatl. of Gootraj, broUier of Sinaee ludiiraj, ms reportfd 
from Peliloo in the beginning of May, 181T, by wlud. tune the tact of 
Raja Man Singh having been reduced to a cypher, and set aside n 
nconipetent, was likewise known. 
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The Ameer being made acquainted with all these affairs, 
divided the money he had recovered amongst his troops, 
and made preparations for another storm, for which pur- 
pose he ordered the artillery-men to direct the fire of the 
heavy guns, so as to destroy a large portion of the wall, 
and level it with the ground. The Ameer Avas himself 
intent upon the execution of this order, going to the 
breaching' batteries frequently to witness the effect, and 
he ordered all the commanders of brigades, and other 
officers, to wait, until he should fire a rocket, which was 
to be the signal for a general storm. The men of the 
army were watching anxiously for this appointed signal, 
hut by an unfortunate combination of accidents, when at 
last the rocket was sent off, instead of taking a direction 
over the fort, so as to give notice to the troops on the 
other side, as intended, the wind being adverse, brought 
it back over the camp, so that it was not seen there. 
The troops therefore on the side where it was let off, 
moved to the assault, and came boldly to the foot of the 
wall, in confidence that their comrades were supporting 
them on the opposite side, and were giving the besieged full 

I 

employment there also ; but in this they were disappoint- 
ed, the signal not having been seen, so the storm again 
failed — the besieged resisting the assailants at the point 
attacked Avith such determination, as to prevent effectually 
any entrance into the fort. The loss on the Ameer’s side 
was very heavy, and seeing no prospect of success by 
that mode of attack, he converted the siege into a block- 
ade, and invested the place closely to reduce it by starva-^ 
tion. These events occurred in 1232. (’) 


(') A. D. 181G—2lst November to llth November, 1817, 
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CHAPTER I. (^) 


General DonJciti advances with an English army through 
the Jypoor territory — Follotoed hy General Ochter- 
lony with another — The Ameer signs a treaty with 
the English — measut'es to carry it into effect. 

T H E siege of Madlioorajpoor had now been going 
on for nine months, and the garrison began to suffer from 
the close blockade, so that the place vras on the point of 
falling, when the English Government having collected 
its armies, from all quarters, directed them against the 
countries, which had been hitherto the scene of the Ameer’s 
exploits and enterprises. Connected with the same 
measures, a negociation was commenced at Dehlee with 
Nnrunjun' Lai, (') wlio had for a long time been the 
Ameer’s agent in attendance on Sir Charles T. Metcalfe, 


H) This Chapter commences wiili ten verses about roses.in hloom, Ac. 
wliielrare desigiieAlo celebrate the conclusion of the Ameer’s lahoiirs by 
the peace with the English. 


ADVANCE OP GENERAL DONKIN’S ARMY. 463 

the Resident there, and many promises were made to him 
of territory in the Dukhun, (') and of benefits innumerable 
to result from the Ameer’s coming into terms. A negocia- 
tion being thus commenced, the execution of these fair 
promises was held over, as to follow, eventually, after a 
treaty should be concluded, and a draft of engagement was 
prepared, and tendered for the Ameer’s acceptance, which 
was conformable to the views of the English, but con- 
tained none of the objects the Ameer had at heart. This, 
however, was sent for his ratification, and at the same 
time. General Donkin marched from Agra with a large 
army, on the pretence of operating against the Pindaras : 
but, coming by the route of Hindoun and Khooshalgurh, 
within ten or fifteen kos of Madhoorajpoor, (’) he 
elFectually blocked the road, by which the Ameer could 
have retired upon Kota towards the army of Juswunt 
Rao Holkur; while General Ochterlony, with another 
army, and a heavy train of artillery, advanced from 
Dehlee directly upon Jypoor, and required under a threat 
of military coercion, the ratification of -the treaty at the 
Ameer’s hands. At this time Fyzoollah Khan Bungush, 
one of the Ameer’s old, and hitherto faithful officers and 
companions, went over to the English with his Rusala of 
horse. The Ameer began now to apprehend that his 


(>) Tliesp Jageers in tlie Duklinn and other acqnisitions, are mere 
Chateaux en Espagne, that the Ameer may have dreamed of, but certain- 
ly lie had no promises, nor was any hope held out that he would get more 
-tli'an the engagements stipulated. 

(“) General Donkin first marched to Dholpoor Baree, wliile Loid 
Hastings, witli tlie Grand Army, moved to Seonda on the Siiidii, to compel 
Sindheea to declare himself. The treaty witli him having been concluded 
ill the first week of November, 1317, General Donkin marched towards 
Boondee, in order to be prepared to meet the Pindaras, and prevent 
their flight northward, towards Ameer Khan and the Rajpoot States. On 
reaching this position. General Donkin was between Ameer Klian and 
the army of Holkur, and within reach of support from Lord Hastings, 
and the centre division. The Ameer was, therefore, as he says, effectually 
.cut off, and submission was the only course left for him. 
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troops would seize him and deliver him up to the Eno-lish 
for many used to. talk, at this time,, of the great benefit; • 
resulting from accommodation with that nation, instancing 
the case of Shooja ood-Doula, Vuzeer of Oiidh, who had 
come in and thrown himself upon them without any terms 
or stipulations whatsoever—and what, it was asked, had 
not his family got secured to them in perpetuity in 
consequencet He .further reflected, that there was no 
quarter from which he could hope for any effectual 
assistance, if inclined to oppose the British Goyeramentj 
for, in the army of Holkur, there, was great confusion 
produced by the caprices and ill-conduct of Jnswunt 
Hao’s widow, Toolsee Baee, and if the Ameer were to go 
there, he had reason to know that this worthless woman 
intended to get rid of him by treachery. She had, indeed, 
invited him with this design, and had appointed armed 
men, who were to murder him as he slept. Again, 
General Malcolm was approaching the Holkur camp 
with a large army, and had already intrigued and brought 
over many of the officers, such as Mohuminud Ghufoor 
IChan and others. The Marquess of Hastings also. 
Governor General, was in person taking the road to 
Gwalior, against the armies of Doulut Rao Sindheea, 
while General Adams and General Marshall, (‘) with 
their forces, were moving from Hoshungabad and Sagur 
against the Ghoosla Raja of Nagpoor, in order to compel 
that Chief to submit— and General (=) Elphinstone, with 


(J) General MaisBall arid Colonel Adams were first employed against 
tlie Piiidams. Tlie former mavclied from Bundelklmnd by Sagiir upon 
Seronj, and tlie latter by Bliopal, by a route Inrtlier west. It was alter 
completing this service, that these fuislons were employed against the 
jiossessions of llie Nagpoor Baja. 

f*! Tlte Hon’ble Monntstnart Elpiunstone, Resident at Poona, a Civil 
Servant on the Bengal Establishment, is the person here referred to. 
The natives who nndeistand little of the etiqaetle and distinctions of the 
tl^oSns give him very generally the credit of this battle, and ook 
upon him as th'e Commaiidei tnChief in lUeoperationsagamsiBajeeRao. 
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one brigade, bad already fought a battle, and defeated 
Bajee Rao Peshwa. Yielding, therefore, to all these 
considerations, the Ameer determined on ratifying the 
treaty, concluded by his agent at Dehlee with Sir Charles 
Metcalfe, although the matter of the further promises 
'was still unsettled, and Nurunjun Lai was on return to 
Dehlee to negociate on the subject of them ; and notwith- 
'standing that agents from Bajee Rao, and from the Baee, 
■widow of Juswunt Rao Holkur, were in his camp, praying 
for assistance, and the Pindaras too were expecting his 
support. The Ameer had, in reality, no reliance upon any 
of these, but patched up such an arrangement as he could 
with . Bharuth Singh, of Madhoorajpoor, and obtaining 
from him the release of his father-in-law’s familj^ he 
broke up the seige, and marching to Neemahera, about 
ten or fifteen kos distant, took up ground with great care 
on the bank of a nalla in the vicinity, which, with its 
ravines, offered a strong position. 

The ' Ameer having made up his mind as to his future 
conduct, ordered Raee Data Ram, who was at Jypoor 
for the settlement of his afiairs with the Raja, to proceed 
forthwith into General Ochterlony’s camp. He joined 
it at Sanganeer, having Mohummud Umnr Khan in 
company, and it was there settled, that the Ameer should 
have an interview with the General, at some suitable spot 
between the two armies, and that matters should be dis- 
cussed without any third party’s intervention. The village 
of 'Ruswan(’) was fixed upon for the interview. The 
General on one side, and the Ameer on the other, mount- 
ed on elephants, met with much pomp and state, showing 
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to each Other reciprocal' attention. When the Ameer was 
; about an arrow’s flight from the General, /the latter took 
off Ins hat out of respect; arid- then from the top of the 

elephant, he embraced the Ameer, (>) whereupon salutes 

were fired, and the two Chiefs dismounting, retired .to 
tents pitched ;jn the plain for the, pnrpose—the General 
coming on foot to that of the Ameer, so that the inter- 
view gave the latter much .satisfaction. JSText day, the 
Ameer went to the General’s tents, and the General came 
out on foot to receive him, and walked with him hand in 
hand into the tent, and spared none of the attentions, and 
tokens of friendship and respect, which were due to his 
rank, reputation, and character; The Ameer staid some 
time at this place, and was joined by Nurunjuri Lai. 
The General asked the Ameer for the ratification to the 
engagement concluded at Defalee, The Ameer said,' he 
could not sign that instrument, until satisfied in res- 
pect to the further promises and hopes held out to 
him. He then, in presence of the General, sent for 
rNurnnjunLal, (°) and confronting him with the General, 


(') The Ameer met Sir D, OclUevlony by agreement, on the ISlIi 
December, 1817, at a place called by the latter Rliyswat; I**’* ibe Ameer’s 
Dame for the village Ruswan will be the correct. The Ameer claimed 
Diiicl) more than was in tbe treaty, staling it to have been promised verbally 
by Sir C. Metcalfe to his Vukeel at Deblee. Nnrnnjrtn Lai’s leltets 
yreve produced (q support the claim, and himself afterwards called in, 
Sir'D., Ocbterlony replied, that lie was Ibere to receive the ratified treaty, 
not to discuss fresh terms; A Jageer for the Ameer’s son, Vuzeer-ood-Donla, 
was a principal item of these demand.*. The Ameer separated without 
giving the ratified inslrnnienf, but next day, via. on the iGih December, 
he broiigbt it, and declared,' he bad made up his mind to observe it impli- 
citly, and bad not. like, 'the. infidels (meaning the Mahrattas,) merely 
signed to answer a present purpose, with the intention of yiolalmg the 
condilion.s ofi'tbe first favorable opportunity. Barring a little importn- 
hity for money, arid for Jageers for himself and his family, be was cer- 
tainly as'good as bis word. ■ 

The treaty concluded by Lala Nurfinjnn Lai at Deblee in Novem- 
ber, 1817, and ratified afterwards by Ameer Khan on tliAlfith December, 
■was to the following effect: ' 

Article 'Ist. The British Government guarantees to Ameer Khan, 
and bis heirs in perpetuity the possession of the places which he holds 
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dispatched to Mr. Metcalfe a Khareeta, ia rwhich he 
proposed to settle these matters with Sir D. OcTiterlony, 
thus holding, the ratification in abeyance until an answer 
should arrive from Dehlee. Mr. Metcalfe, however, who 
was deep in the wiles of diplomacy, and was resolved still 
to keep these promises in the hack ground, wrote to this 
effect, in the conclusion of his letter in reply—" When 
the treaty shall' arrive with jmur seal in ratification, and 
the instrument thus duly' executed, shall be transmitted 
to the head quarters of the Governor General, and peace 
thus be established between youi-self and the British 
Government, you will tlien not fail to discover the advan- 
tages attendant on the connexion, and the prosperity 
that will result to your affairs. There will be no failure 
on the part of my Government to contribute thereto.” 
After this the Ameer, relying on the known rectitude 
and fidelity to their word of British Officers, deter- 
mined that peace was more advisable than hostility ; 
accordingly he set his seal to the engagement, and sent 
it to the General, who had undertaken to settle all pending 


in the territories of Muharaj Hotkur under grants from ttielMnharaj, and 
the British Government takes those territories nnder its protection. 

2 nd, Nnwab Ameer Khan will disband his army, with the exception 
of such portion as may be requisite for the internal management of his 
■possessions. ^ . 

3rd. Nnwab Ameer Khan will not commit aggressions in any country. 
He will relinquish his connexion with the Pindaras and other plunderers, 
and will, moreover, co-operate to the utmost in his power, with the British 
Government, for their chastisement and suppression. He will not enter 
into negociations with any person whatsoever, without the consent of the 
British Government. 

; 4th. Nnwab Ameer Khan will deliver up to the British Government 
alt his gnns and Military equipments, with the exception of such a por- 
tion, as may be requisite for the internal management of his possessions, 
and the defence of his forts,, and^shall receive in exchange an equitable 
pecnniary compensation. 

5ih. The force which Ameer Khan may retain, shall attend at the 
requisition of the British Government. 

Cth. Provides for the exchange of ratifications' within one month. 
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matters, when once the ratified instrument should be deli- 
vered. The Ameer thus left it to Sir David Ochterlony to 

settle every thing’ according to his pleasure. 


In the treaty it was stipulated, .that the. Ameer should 
dispose ofhalf his guns, and reduce the battalions of his 
brigades, and his Dusalas ofhorse, retaining, only as laany 
troops as were requisite for the administration of bis own 
territory;- and aid of funds was promised to enable the’ 
Ameer to effect this, and to give the men their discharge,- 
The General, accordingly, opened a negociation with the 
Ameer on the subject of these stipulations, and went 
with him to Lal-Sonth, and Khooshalgnrh, and the other 
places, in Jypoor, where were the brigades of Raja 
Buhadur Lai -Singh, and Colonel Mehtab Khan, and 
of Meean Akbur Mobummud Khan, and then asked for 
tlie guns attached to each, wbich^ were to be delivered 
under the treatj". ' The men at first raised a tumult, and 
refused to surrender their guns, and two or three men 
sacrificed their lives before them ; but in the end, after 
some explanations from the Ameer, they gave them up, 
and received from him, in settlement of their arrears, 
seven or eight lakhs of rupees paid by the General for 
the guns. (’) ■ In the ; end the General, after taking 

possession of the guns, entertained a number of the inen 
6f- the battalions and -Rusalas, for service in Hureeana 


and elsewhere— the intenfion of the British Government 
being to scatter the men, and break up entirely the force 
raised, and organized by the Ameer. Afterwards the 
Anieer, relying on' the hopes and promises held out to him 


The enm of Raja Bnhadur’a and of Meh.ab 
t> both, and that left them helpless. 
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by the English gentlemen, transferred to the General the 
entire Rasalas of Mohnmmnd Umar Khan, and of his 
father-in-law, Molinmmud Ayaz Khan, and the horse 
attached to itaja Bahadur Lai Singh, with seven or eight 
battalions of trained Sipahees. At this time the Ameer’s son, 
Vuzeer-ood-Doula, came from Sheergurh, and presented 
himself to his father at Keemahera, in Jypoor, who being 
delighted to see and embrace him, sent him to the 
General, who was encamped one stage off. Sir D. Ochter- 
lony came'ont to receive him with all honor, and assigned 
him a tent close to his own, treating him with great distinc- 
tion and kindness. The particulars of his. march, to 
Dehlee, and of his residence there, will be given in a sub- 
sequent Chapter. 

The Kuwab Jumsheed Khan was, at the time of the 
Ameer’s accommodation with the English, in the Shekha- 
watee country, - with ten or twelve thousand horse and 
.foot. Hearing of the Ameer’s having accepted the terms 
proposed to him, he wrote reproachfully, and upbraidingly, 
and setting himself up in independence, refused - to 
surrender his guns to the British Government. The 
Ameer wrote to him in all condescension to endeavour to 
persuade him to be reasonable, and to give up the guns as 
stipulated in the treaty, but in the pride and petulance of 
youthful presumption, he refused obstinately to obey. 
The General, seeing this, said to the Ameer — ^‘This 
man makes excuses, and refuses apparently to give up his 
guns : give me your order to take them, it is all I ask.” 
The Ameer said — “ You are the master, do what v'on 
will.” The General, accordingly, sent Colonels Knox 

■ and Arnold, with Colonel Skinner, .and a consider- 
able force, to compell the surrender of the guns, and 

■ then went himself alone to the camp of the Governor 
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General, (») Tvliicb Avas in march towards Gorukpoor, to 
concert matters in person with the Marquess of Hastings. 
The Ameer sent Raee Data Ram, along with the General, 
to head quarters, to discuss his affairs, making him the 
bearer of a present of a sword to His Lordship, with 
other articles, as apeshkush,’ 


As Jumsheed Khan still held out in his refusal to 
surrender his guns, and discharge bis men, four battalions, 
with a regiment of cavalry, and other troops under Colonel 
Skinner, (") went towards the Shekhawatee country 
against him, and J umsheed Khan being defeated, their 
pride was taken down, and the whole of that force was 
dispersed, and its guns taken by force. ,In this interval. 
General Donkin, who had been encamped in the Boondee 
country; advanced into Kota, and moved against the 
Pindaras, while General Malcolm acted against the 
armies of Muliaraj Mulhar Rao Holkur, son of Juswunt 
Rao, and the Honorable Mr. Elphinstone again'st Bajee. 
Rao Peshwa; and General Marshall and General Adams 
against the .Nagpoor Raja,, each with his separate 
army or division, until being victorious in the field, they 
reduced every where the enemies of the British Govern-; 
ment to submission. These events occurred in the Hejira 
year 1232. (0 • ■ , 


Sir D. Ochterlony came by Dawk to tlie camp of Lord Hastings,- 
towards (lie end of RIarcIi, 1818, for tiie purpose of being invested witli 
tlie Order of Grand Cross of tUe Bath. He returned lu the same, manner 
early in April. - . < 

P) Colonel Ktios commandcd.tliis detachment— Colonel Skinner, with 
his^ Mrps was under Ids orders. Upon.the British troops advancing m 
line, the courage of the Afghans failed, and .they dispersed and surren- 
tiered their guns., . , 

(s) A. D. 1816, SIstNovember to 11th November, 1817. The 

related extend to March 1818, that is, to the middle of, the follow o 
Hejira year 1233. 
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CHAPTER II. 


1817 — 1818 . 

The hattle of Mahedpoor between the British and the 
army of Holkur — The death of the Baee, vndom of 
Jnsivunt Mao, by the hand of Huree Holkur, Jus- 
wunt Rao's nephew — Defeat of the Holkur army. 

Toolsee Baee, Jaswant RaoHolkur’s wido^r, falling’ 
in with the faction of Gnnpnt Rao Dewah, caused poison 
to be administered to Meena Baee, (') at Tej-Muhulpoor, 
and so put her to death. She also endeavoured to seize 
Tanteea Aleekur and others of the party of !Meena Baee, 
but he escaping, went first to the tents of Nuwab Iftuk- 
har-ood-Doula Mohummud Ghufoor Khan, and thence got 
to Raj-Rana Zalim Singh of Kota, who gave him protec- 
tion. Seeing this, Toolsee Baee went into Gungrar, leav- 
ing Luchmun Baee, who had been confined. by Meena 
Baee at Indor, and was party to Gnnput Rao's conspi- 
racy, at the head of affairs in Camp. 

The artillery corps (Jinsee,) broke at this time into muti- 
ny for their arrears, and seizing the person of Gnnput Rao, 


(') This was towards the close of the year 1816. She was first tor- 
tured with a view to extort her treasures, but revealed nothiug. 
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intrigues in holkue’s camp. 


kept him m restraint in tlieir camp, tre^ng hini Mith 
great seventy. At seeing this, Toolsee Baee rending- the 
veil of womanly discretion and shame, and scrupling not 
to show openly her affection for GunputRao, satisfied the 
artillery corps, by paying them np and discharging them, 
^vliereby she procnred through Bala Ram Seth, the release 
of the Dewan from durance. The Seth and Dewan 
were, however, at open enmity, and the Dewan indeed 
was jealous of the ascendancy in the administration of 
aflairs, acquired by Bala Ram Seth, through his superior 
abilities. By the agency of Tanteea Jog, the Seth was 
seized and confined in the 'fort, and there secretly put to 
death, {‘) while reports were industriously spread, that 
he - had made his escape. The Baee next plotted to get 
into her power, and similarly make away with the Nuwab 
Mohummud Ghnfoor Khan, but tlie Nnwab hearing of the 
design, absented himself from the Durbar for a time, 
and further encamped at a distance of three kos from the 
Holknr army, for security against surprise. In the midst ' 
of these intrigues, the battalions of Juswunt Rao’s old 
brigades, heaving of the payment in full made to the men 
of ■ the artillery (Jinsee), came, under their respective 
commanders, Roshun Beg, and -Roshun Khan, Bheem 
Singh, and Huzaree Poorbeea, to Gungrar, leaving the 
posts and cantonments, where they, were severally sta-' 
tioned. Upon their arrival, they made tumultuous de- - 
mands" of their pay from. Toolsee Baee and Gunput Rao. - 
The Baee, however, intriguing with the Maliratta officers, 


such as Rarajee Sindheea, Bapoo Lolona, (^) and other 


cn- Tills occurred in January, 181T. Bala Ram was attached to the 
Ameer’s party, and his death gave great umbrage to all the Puthaus, 
and to Gbufoor Khan, who was their head. 
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Chiefs of the Paeegah, also with-Meer Sudar-ood-Deen, 
Kazee Bpolaqee, (*) Meer Murdau Ulee, and the Hin- 
doostanee Rusaladars, “who remained faithful to her, 
resorted to force to quell the disturbance ; (-) and the men 
of tlie battalions, seeing that nothing was to be gained 
by tumult and mutiny, marched away with Ghufoor 
Khan, and setting themselves down about Puchpuha, (^) 
Jhalooa, ('’^) and other territories of the Holkur family, 
seized on the revenues, and conducted the administration 
for themselves. In the same manner, Meer Murdan Ulee, 
Sudur-ood-Deen, and other Chiefs of Hindoostanee horse, 
seeing how ill affairs were conducted by the Baee, left 
her, and acting under the advice of Nuwab Mohummud 
Ghufoor Khan, weiit and joined him'and the other troops. 
But the Kuwab fearing for tlie discredit attending this 
course of proceeding, and deterred likewise by strong 
letters of renionstrance addressed to him by the Ameer, 
who enjoined submission to the Baee, as a primary obliga- 
tion, contrived insidiously, and by cunning, to separate 
Iiimself from the troops, and .went off to Gagroon (^) to 
solicit the mediation of Raj-Rana Zalim Singh to bring 
about an accommodation, between all parties. Zalim 
Singh, who was a man of discernment, indeed the Aris- 
totle of his day for diplomacy, put himself in commu- 
nication with all persons concerned, and advised that, 
forgetting their animosities, they should all rejoin the 
Holkur camp, and place themselves in submission to the 
authority of Toolsee Baee. The Ameer wrote strongly to 


.(*) The troops of the two factions turned out, and cannonaded one 
another towards the end of January, or first week in February, 1817. 
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Mohummiid GImfoor Khan, and to other officers mth whom 
he had mfiueuce, to enjoin the same course. 

The Baee w'as at this'time at Jhaira Patun (') with 
the Mahratta troops, preparing to march to Poona, 
.upon a requisition for succour, ..made through Vukeels 
by Bajee Kao Peshwa. Here she was joined by all 
- the troops, upon the accommodation mediated by the 
HaJ Rana. The battalions, however, hearing of this 
design of the Baee, insisted on receiving their arrears 
of pay first. They refused to march to the Dnkhun 
without, and raised a great tumult. The Baee exerted 
herself to appease the mutineers, and even sent jewels 
of value to all the principal officers of die battalions, 
in order to win them to her views. They, however, desir- 
ing to keep the jewels for themselves, and fearing to be 
called to account for the collections of the Muhals they 
had seized and appropriated, gave nothing to the troops 
from these funds, but commenced negociating privately 
with the English for the ruin of the Holfcur family and for- 
tunes. Nuwab Iftukhar-ood-Doula Mohummud Ghufoor 
Khan also opened a negociatioR with the English through 
Hukeein Zufur Ulee, unknown to and separately from 
the Ameer; and so got assured to himself, as an indepen- 
dent possession, the Muhals he was administering on 
behalf of the Ameer’s eldest son, the Kuwab Vuzeer ood- 
Doula, whose Jageer they constituted. He even obtained 
Suauds for the same, from Generals Sir Thomas Hislop 
and Sir John Malcolm, when these twm officers came soon 
after into Mahva with an army, and with full power to 
settle the affairs of that country. ■ The management of 
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tlie Jageer iras in bis bands, as agent for tbe Xnwab 
Vuzeer ood-Donla, but be represented bimself as bolding 
the lands for bis own benefit, and so got them confirmed 
to him. 

The English Generals, having settled first their private 
'accommodation with these officers, wrote to the Baee, that 
the British Government was now determined to pnt an end 
to the system of plunder, andmilitary violence, prosecuted 
by the Pindaras and others, and expected that she would 
lend the aid of the Holknr means to effect this object, 
and would give np the fort of. Galna for a Military depot, 
besides furnishing supplies, &c. for the march of troops 
through her country, pending operations against the 
Pindaras, or against the Governments of the Dukhan, 
which might make common cause with them. The Baee, 
on receiving letters to this effect, with the characteristic 
levity and caprice of a woman, not reflecting on the 
little confidence to be placed in her own troops, and 
taking little trouble to weigh her own strength in the 
scales against the English power, took the high ground 
of independence, and at the instigation of the Poorbeea 
troops, consisting of recruits from Hindoostan, who had 
the wind of conceit in their moostaches, and looked upon 
war with the English as a pastime and child’s plav^ wrote 
an evasive answ'er to deceive the Generals : while she 
gave out that, if the troops even should desert her, she 
would yet go alone to Poona, and follow the fortunes of 
Bajee Rao Peshwa, her Liege Lord. Two or three days 
after this was so given out, the army marched to Muhed- 
poor, (*) in execution of the Baee’s declared purpose. 
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TOOLSBE BAEE WT TO DEATH. 

The Englisli liu'rharns gave: informatiou of the state 
of things in the Holkur army,- to General Sir Thomas 
Hislop, and General Sir John Malcolm, ^vho had. then 
arrived at Oojein, not very far off; they, accordingly, 
inarched to stop,, the Baee’s progress to the south, 
and encamped at about four or five kos from ibe Holtiir 
troops. In the midst. of this, the men of that arm}^, in- 
stigated by HnreeHolkur.G) anepheivof JuswuntRao, 
seized the person of Toolsee Baee, and pot her in a 
palkee, and took the yonng Mulhar Kao into their own 
hdnds. They also seized, and put under restraint Dewan 
Guuput Kao, who in vain mounted on horseback, and 
attempted to get out of the way with Tanteea Jog, (*) 
and having so mastered the whole party, they, in the end, 
took Toolsee Baee to the river side,. and put her to death: 
'Mulhar Eao Holkur they brought out into the Durbar, 
and conducted aflairs themselves in his name. 

Notwithstanding the- vicinity of'the English army how- 
ever, these foolish men took not from tlieir ears the cotton 
stuffing of neglect, and made no proper dispositions for 
battle, nor to meet the occasion: in any other waj^, so true 
is it, that all is planned as destiny wills. In short, in the 
very midst of the above events, the English army, headed 
by a regiment of European cavalry, arrived at the bank of. 
the river, (the Seepra) wbicb runs by Mubedpoor, and 
Biere drew up for action. Seeing this, the men of the 
Holkur battalions, who were on the opposite side of 
the stream, made ready to oppose the passage, and mount- 
ing Muharaj Siwaee Mulhar llao Holkur on horseback, 
drew ont their cavalry also in' separate bodies. The 
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Nuwab Moliummixd Gbufoor Khan was laid up with a 
lame Land at the time, besides being in secret under 
engagements with the English, but for appearance-sake, 
be loo mounted with the rest, but kept aloof as a stranger 
looking on. There was no Commander in Chief in the 
Holkur army, nor any one capable of taking the general 
direction of affairs in such a crisis, and of commanding 
in the battle, but each Sirdar considered only himself, 
and acted altogether without orders or concert, as was 
best for his own interest or safety : most of them kept 
out of the way after the first shot from the JSritish guns ; 
Bheem Singh Poorbeea, however, who commanded seven 
or eight battalions, with Ram Deen, Roshnn Beg, and 
Roshun Khan, and . other commandants, drew out their 
troops, and determined to make a stand. They met the 
advancing columns of the English with so heavy a fire, of 
artillery, as to shake their steadiness, and very nearly to 
n'in the day. But as they received no support from the 
rest of the Holkur army, and as most of the horse were at 
a distance looking on, waiting only for the moment to run, 
the battalions could not follow up the efiect of the artil- 
lery, by a charge at the favorable moment. In the mean 
time, the English army, which had the bed of the river 
for a protection, with the power of drinking from it to 
refresh themselves at pleasure, recovered their order 
and remained firm; and at last one or two battalions 
which had passed to the left, mounted the bank, (’) and 


(') The British army vras formed on a sand, in the bed of the river, 
protected from the artillery by the overhanging bank. The Europeans 
were on the extreme right, and on ascending through the ravines charged 
home to the guns, the space being only about three hundred yards. The 
infantry broke, immediately the gnns were reached, and there was a 
general flight of all the Mahratta aimy, but in the advance the British 
troops suffered veiy severely from the artillery. The battle was fought 
on the 21st December 1817, and sixty-three gnns were taken. 




4/8 DEFEAT OP HOLKUR’S ARMY AND PEACE, 

advancing, put tbe whole army of the Mulmraj to route, 
and a great slaughter ensued. Hereupon Bheem Singh 
Hnzaree, and the other Sirdars, who had exerted them- 
selves with courage, and stood the brunt of, the action, 
seeing their own' cavalry fly from the field, and the 
English regiments surrounding them, retired also, and 
their troops fell into confusion, and four or five thousand 
men were cut to pieces. Poor Siwaee Mulhar Rao 
Holkur, a lad of tender years, who had never seen an 
action before, sought his safety by flight with-, a party of 
horse. Thus the English obtained a great victory, and 
captured all the guns of the brigades of Holkur’s army. 

Mulhar Rao fled to Purtahgurh, (*) which is two or 
three stages from' the field of action. General Sir 
J. Malcolm, however, with the liberality of a great Chief, 
made an ofifer of accommodation, and restored ludor and 
other territories of Holkur in Malwa, yielding a reve- 
nue of ten or twelve lakhs of rupees, as a free gift to tijd 
young Raja, and a treaty was concluded on this basis ; — 
whereupon the young Siwaee Mulhar Rao Holkur was 
brought to Indor, and kept there as it were in surveil- 
lance, (Nuzurbund). Kureem Khan Pindara, who fled in 
disguise from the field of action, "and concealed himself, 
was brought to Oojein, and placed under restraint, until 
the opportunity offered, of sending him with his family 
and children into the Gornkpoor Zila, where a Jageer 
was assigned to him of sixty thousand rupees per annum 
for maintenance. General Honkin, who went into Kota 
with his army to meet the Pindaras, fell in with a body 
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of them and dispersed them, and Cheetoo, Kajun, and 
some others of the Sirdars, were afterwards taken, or 
surrendered themselves. These events occurred in the 
year of the ifejira 1233. (*) 


A Chapter here folloivs, which professes to give shortly 
the history of Bajee Rao PeshiccLS guarrel with the Bri- 
tish Government, and of his defeats and final submission. 
It is extremely inaccurate, and written evidently from 
very imperfect hearsay evidence, besides which, the 
matters related, have no connexion ichatsoever iviih the 
Ameer, or his concerns. It has, therefore, not been 
thought worth while to translate it. . We shall proceed 
therefore to the last Chapter, which contains an account 
of the Nuwab Vuzeer-ood-DoidcC s visit to Dehlee, and of 
the issue of his negociation to procure further advantages 
for the Avieer. . 


(') A. D. 1817— 12tli Noreinber to SOtli October ISIS. 
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CHAPTER THE LAST; 


1818 to 1822.' 

The Ameer's Son proceeds to Dehlee—remalns' there for 
a year or moi-e—is presented to the King-Returns, 
horne— having obtained a Jageer in lieu of the Per- 
giina of Sumbhd, promised to the Ameer during 
the negociations — Rejoins his Father at Tonh—his 
marriage— arra7igement to settle the Territory- 
Conclusion. 

It was an article in the Treaty (') concluded by the 
Aineer with the British Goverament, that his son, the 
Nuwah Yuzeer-ood-Donla Mohunimud Vnzeer Khan, 
should reside for a time at Hehlee, where Sir C. T. Met- 
calfe was Resident; — this measure being' looked upon as 
calculated to strengthen, (he bonds of friendship and to im- 
prove the good understanding it was desired to establish. 
The jmuug Nuwab, therefore, with his* brother-in-law. 


(0 It will be seen from the copy of Hie treaty, given in a preceding 
noy, tliat there was no article in it, providing for the Ameer’s son resid- 
ing at Dehlee, bitt it was an uuderstamling that he should do so, and no 
difficulty was made about liis going. He avilve4 at Dehlee w February, 
1818. 
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Meean Syud Ulee Shah, proceeded to Dehlee, 'with a 
few troopers, and a suitable retinue in other respects. 
Upon his approach to the royal city, the Ameer’s Vukeel 
nesociated with Sir C. T. Metcalfe about the manner of 
his reception, claiming for him honors commensurate with 
the respect with which his father had been treated by Sir 
Da%dd Ochterlony, to meet whom it was well known that 
the General had gone out a distance of five kos from his 
0 "^™ camp. The Resident, however, pleading a press of 
business, excused himself from the Istuqbal, and sent 
bis brother, Mr. T. Metcalfe, to do the honors in his 
place. This gentleman, accordingly, came out, and gave 
the complimentary meeting to the young Xuwab with all 
respect, and accompanied him to a house which had been 
prepared for his reception, whence be afterwards took 
him to the Residency, and presented him to Sir Charles 
Metcalfe. Here the Huwab was treated with much dis- 
tinction, and received presents suitable to his rank. On 
the following day, the Resident returned the visit, when 
the Huwab made corresponding presents, and received 
manj’^ cordial asstxrances of regard. 

There was a connexion subsisting between the Huwab 
Vnzeer-ood-Houla and Meerza Suleem, son of the reigrn- 
ing King of Dehlee, on the strength of which, and of 
assurances from the palace, of a desire that he should be 
presented, the young Kuwab, with the sanction of the 
Resident, was introduced to the Prince, and was treated 
by him with much distinction, presents of arms of curi- 
ous workmanship being made, and other marks of favor 
bestowed on him. The Prince, indeed, on the strength 
of the connexion before referred to, received the Kuwab 
amongst his intimate friends : besides which, so long as he 
remained at Dehlee, the Resident showed him always 

3 o 
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yery marked and particular attention, as if desirous to 
reconcile him as far as possible to the separation from his 
home, > • , 

Raee Data Ram, who had been sent by the Ameer to 
•wait upon the Governor General in Gorukpoor, return- 
ed about this time, and Sir C, IVfetcalfe being’ sum- 
moned to the presidency, Sir D, Ochterlony was ap- 
pointed Resident at Dehlee, and vested with the'Poli- 
tical Charge of the Rajpoot States, besides retaining his 
command of the armies in all those countries. He 
accordingly came to Dehlee, and the young Nuwab, wait- 
ed upon him. Soon afterwards, however, he proceeded 
to Ajmeer, with his lady, to visit the holy shrines and 
the other objects of note at that city. The Raee took the 
opportunity of proceeding to Jy’poor in the suite of the 
General, and made a stay there for the purpose of settling 
some affairs. The Raee afterwards continued his jour- 
ney to Tonk, and had an interview with the Ameer, 
whom he advised to move towards Ajmeer, for the purpose 
of meeting the General. Sir David having passed Jypoor, 
marched towards Kishengurli, and the two Suwarees met 
not far from that town, where the usual compliments were 
exchanged, and the Sirdars went on in company to 
iCishengurh, and encamped together. Next morning, 
they proceeded in company to Ajmeer, where they halted 
for some days, and visited together the holy shrines, and 
the other places worthy of examination at that city. 
When Sir ’ David returned, the Ameer came back with 
him as far as Dodo Ruchar, (*) and then with Raee Data 
Ram, took his leave and returned to Tonk, while the Gene- 
ral went on to Jypoor, where he . was detained some time. 
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- The Ameer now sent Race Data Ram to negociate for 
his son’s return, and he remained in attendance on the 
General, discussing this and other matters, and finally 
returned with him to Dehlee, where the negociation was 
put in train. In the midst of it, Baqee Mohummud Khan, 
Mohummud Saeed Khan, and other Rusaladars, raised a 
disturbance at Tonk, reviving certain obsolete claims for 
old arrears of pay. They, moreover, followed the Gene- 
ral to Jypoor, and importuned him with complaints. The 
Raee was useful in explaining this matter, and in procuring, 
that the complaints should not be listened to; But the 
Rusaladars not satisfied, returned to Tonk, and were 
there very troublesome : so much so, that in the Hejira 
year 12-34, the Ameer determined to move away to 
Seronj, to settle the affairs of that territory. There he 
staid for some time, but returned to Tonk by forced 
marches, in the height of the following rains. 

The Fergana of Sumbhul, (*) in Rohilkhund, had been 
promised in Jageer to the Ameer, at the time of con- 
cluding the treaty with him. The English Gentlemen, 
however, made excuses for not performing this promise, 
and Pulwul, near Dehlee, was afterwards thought of in 
substitution, but this too they determined to keep in their 
own management. Accordingly Raee Data Ram, being 
desirous to bring the negociation to a point, took a 
Sunud for a money payment of one lakh and a half 


P) The BrilUh Goverament never promised this Pergona, nor autho- 
rized any of its officers to hold out to the Ameer any hope of obtaining 
it in Jageer. Sir David Ochterlony, however, committed himself by a 
promise of his good offices to endeavonr to procure something of the kind, 
and the Governor General acceded to the measure. It was in order to 
silence the Ameer’s importunities, and to satisfy the hopes thus excited, 
that a money pension was at last conferred on the Ameer’s son, at the 
same time that Rampoora and Oonarsee were transferred to the Ameer, 
and a debt of three lakhs, for money advanced to aid in settlements with 
Ills troops, was remitted. 
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of. rupees inc;favor of the Njiwab Viizeer-ood-Doula, 
and tlien obtained for bim permission to: return to bis 
father. He . received bis audience of leave from the 
General, and was presented with an elephant, a horse, 
and other honorary presents, and then took his departure 
fiom Dehlee, by' the route of Rewaree and Jypoor, 
bringing: .with him Raee^ Data Ram, and Meean Seyud 
Ulee Shah. Raja Ju^t Singh, of Jypoor, bad died some 
time before, and a posthumous son, the present Raja 
Siwaee Jysingh, .having been born to one of the Ranees, 
the young Nuwab paid his devoirs at . that Court to the 
reigning Authority, and was honored with further pre- 
sents; after which, proceeding on his journey, he arrived 
at Tonk, on the 9tb of Zee Huj, (') in the Hejira year 
1234, and was restored to bis father’s embraces to hi§ 
infinite delight. The Ameer then commenced regulating 
the civil affairs of his different possessions, and in 1284 
Hejira, he made a journey.to Seronj, for the purpose of 
putting that territory in order, but after a short stay, he 
returned to Tonk. 


In 1237 Hejira, C) being at tlie time with his son at 
Uleegurh, .which is the new name given to the place here- 
tofore known as Rampoora, the Ameer was informed, 
that Sir D. Ochterlony intended to pass through his 
territory, on his way to the cantonment of Heemuch. 
Thereupon, first dispatching his son to give the General 
the requisite complimentary meeting, he proceeded after- 
wards in person two; kos on,, the road, and brought, this 
honored visitor into Uleegurh, firing salutes, and treating 


f^A D. 30(h September, 1819. The year 1234 Hejira, commenced 

m^heSlst October, 1818, and closed on the 19lli October, 1819, (*) 

(*) A, D. 1821, 29th September to I7th September, 1822 . 
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him witli every possible distinction; He entertained bim 
for. three or four days, after "which the General proceeded 
on his journey. In Jnmadee Oos-sanee of 1237 (') Hejira; 
the Begum, "widow of Bapoo Sindheea, deceased, sent 
to negociate for the completion of the marriage, which had 
been in agitation during that Chiefs life time, bet-ween 
his daughter and the Huwab Vuzeer-ood-Donla. Every 
thing being satisfactorily adjusted, arrangements "were 
made for the celebration of the "wedding, and it took place 
"with suitable magnificence, and "was attended by many 
Chiefs of rank, and great were the rejoicings and festi"vi- 
ties, with which the ceremony was performed. 

Since this period, the life of the Ameer has been passed 
in cultivating the arts of peace. His da 5 's are spent in 
the enjoym'ent of domestic happiness, and in the perform- 
ance of all religious observances, such as listening to the 
reading and interpretation of the Koran, or joining in 
social and instructive discourse with the learned and 
pious, who have found in his Court an asylum and honored 
retreat. He is, at the same time, scrupulous in attending 
to the various duties of administration, in redressing"wrongs 
and administering equal justice, and is constantly studying 
to promote the improvement and prosperity of his territories. 
Many are the buildings, the palaces, and places of worship, 
with which he has embellished the City of Tonk, and the 
other places, which he has made the seats of bis occasional 
residence. Many are the gardens, and the Gunjes, and 
the Suraees, and the wells, which he has caused to be 
constructed, for the accommodation of the public, and for 
the convenience and comfort of his subjects, and of those 
who live under his protection and government. The 


Q) 24ib Fe'brnary to 24tb Marcli, 1822. 
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CONCLUSION. 


description of all tlie 'works that have been executed, or 
put in hand tinder his orders, would require the pen of 
an accomplished writer, for like the virtues and amiable 
qualities which distinguish himself among the Chiefs and 
great men of his age, they surpass the feeble powers of 
his humble admirers. 


T/iJS Clia]}ter, and ihe Volume conclude with sevei-al 
copies of Verses ly the Poet Shadan, lavdatory of the 
inildinys and tvor/cs referred to, or fixing their date. 
Last of all are three Odes, in celehration of the mrtves 
and achievements of the Ameer, and one, to crown ihe 
tvhole, addressed to the Ameer's son, the heir 'apparent, 
Vnzeer-ood-Doida Ninvah Mohvmmnd Vnzeer Khan. 
The laudatory style of Persian verse cannot he rendered 
into English, those who are curious in such tilings, must, 
therefore, he content to exercise their ingenuity 'ujmi ihe 
origijial Persian. Our task is done. 



INDEX. 


A. 


Afghans — their descent traced to Saul, king of the Jews, 2 — 
conversion of the tribe to Mohammudanism, 4, 5 — why called 
Puthans, 5 — Ameer Khan, of the tribe — his genealogy traced, 
6,7 — the Afghans in the Ameer’s service matin}', 115 — pun- 
ished, 118— farther mutinies and acts of turbulence, 177, 2S9, 
305, 314, 321, 345, 375, 402, 407, 442, 457 — Afghans in Bapoo 
Sindheea’s service .spirited up to mutiny and won over, 
349, 350. 

Afrasiab Khan, Chela of Nujuf Blhan — bis rise to power, 76 — 
assassinated, 77. 

Afzulgurh — Ameer Khan defeated there by Genl. Smith, 2-57. 

Ahjied Khan Bongush, Kuwab of Furukhabad — his quarrel 
with the Lukhnou Nuwab, 60, 61. 

Ahmuty, Major, British officer, opposed to the 'Ameer in Eun- 
delkhund, 199 — stated to have made offers to gain him 
over, 235. 

Akbur, Mohummcd Khan, an officer of the Ameer, 415, 420 — 
raised to command of a brigade, 432 — takes the farm of 
Nanwa, 433 — called in to the siege of Jypoor, 450 — can- 
toned about Chaksoo, 455 — called in to the siege of Madboo- 
rajpoor,458 — ^hisbrigade broken up and its guns delivered, 463. 

Ahbajee Ingua, left by Mahajee Sindheea to administer Hewar, 
86 — employed by Doulut Rao against Lukhwa Dada, 130 
to 13'2 — intrigues with Ameer Khan, 236 — receives his family 
and a brigade, 237 — dismisses both on remonstrance from the 
British, 238 — money extorted from him by Doulut Rao and 
Juswunt Rao, 270, 271 — regains favor with Sindheea, 272 — 
joins the Raja of Jypoor at the siege of Jondhpoor, 319 — 
intrignes there against the Ameer, 320 — thwarts his views 
with Bapoo Sindheea, 3'27 — retires from Joudhpoor with 
Raja Jugut Singh, 341 to 343. 
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INDEX. 


Ameeu Khan, of the Afcban triho i i.- 
9-carly propensS W) 

19— serves Blmml tnilitary adventures, 13, 

BI,op„l «, £p„%” . s”S“ I 

ino j lOI— Mnheshnr taken, 101— proceedinss there 

snm-nd^p ClievalierDudrenec, 108— Dudrenec 

surrenders lo him, 110— proceeds arainst Sarur,. JJ3— can- 
turcs the town lU--is defeated by a force from Nagpoo^r, 
11 /-succoured by hrs half brother, llS-pijJa^es'Shuiael- 
poor, ipO-insuUed at Holkur’s Durbar, 124-refonc1il£, 
U5-bis army defeated in his absence by Lukbwa Dnda, 
J 29-opera ions against that Chief, 130 to 132-Major Hess- 
ing and Bulwunt Rao Batkura defeated, 135 to 138— HoJkur 
and Ameer Khan defeated at Indor, 142, 143— the Ameer’s 
exertions to restore their affairs, 145, 146 — Depredations in 
Mewar and Malwa, 147 to 150 — movement on Kandes, 152 — 
affairs with Sada Sheoo Rao, 157 to 159 — march on Poona,' 
161— his part in the battle there, 168, 170, 173~concern in 
overtures to Bajce Rao, and proceedings after it, 174, 175— 
pursues Bajee Rao to Marh, 177— brings over his Sirdars, 
ISO— expedition to Merich, ]83~rejoins Juswunt Rao at 
Aurangabad, 185— overtures made to gain him, .188, 189— his 
advice to Holkiir as to conduct towards Sindheea and the 
Ghoosla, 191— beads an incursion into Bnndelkhund, 199— 
affairs about Tehree, 201, 202 — advance to Koonch and 
Ka/pee, 205, 208— retires again to Malwa, 210— captures 
BliiJsa, 234— marches for Bburtpoor, 236— intrigue with 
Arabajee Inglia, 237 — arrives at Bhintpoor, 239— proceed- 
ings there, 240— attacks convoys, 243 to 246— undertakes 
an incursion into RohilkZiund, 249— reaches Moradabad, 
253 — is pursued, 254, 255 — overtaken and defeated, 257— his 
flight from'Rohilkhund, 261 — and return to Bburtpoor, 264 — 
assists in extorting money from Ambajee Inglia, 270— marches 
■with Holkur to Puteeala, 276— arrives at Labor, 278— disap- 
proves of Holkur’s peace with the British, 281 to 284 — 
mediates between Juswunt Rao and mutineers, 290 — defeats a 
plot to poison him, 292, 293— employed to adjust terms with 
Jypoor, 300— marries there, 301— sides with Jypoor in the 
war against Joudhpoor, 304, 305— interview with Juswunt 
Rao, S09— joins the Jypoor army, 313— pursues Raja Man 
Siu'^h, 315— slighted by Raja Jugut Singh, breaks with him/, 
319*10 324 — intrigues with Bapoo Sindheea, 326 — affairs with 
Jypoor troops, 329, 333— defeats Sheeolal Bukhshee at Ma- 
dhoorajpoor, 337— marches to relieve Joudhpoor, 340— allows 
Eaia Jugut Singh to escape, 343— proceeds to Joudhpoor, 

344 circumvents Bapoo Sindheea, 349 and 350 Siwaee 

Sfu'^h assassinated, 352 to 359— leaves Joudhpoor, 361— 
settfes the affairs of Holkur’s camp on J uswunt Rao s falling 
insane, S66-eipedition against Napoor, 368 to 38;^^ 
duces Dhurman Chela, usurperin Holkur^s camp. 391 to39o 
marches towards Oocieepoor, 396-interyieu' and agreement 
with Muharana Bheein Singh, S99-advises the poisoning of 
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Lis danglitej, 400— arrangement with Joudhpoor, 401 — and 
Jj’poor, 405— receives Kurecm Khan Pindara,- 407 — under- 
standing with him, 409 — sends succour to Gurakola, 411 — 
proceeds to Joudhpoor, 412 — advice to Raja Man Singh, 
•414— returns to retrieve affairs in Jypoor after Chand Singh’s 
success, 416— establishes garrisons and cantonments there, 
419 — operations in the Shekhawatee countrj', 420, 421 — set- 
tlement with Jypoor, 422 — attends the meeting of Rajas 
Jugut Singh and Man Singh, 423, 424 — receives overtures 
from Shah Shooja-ool-iloolk. and from the Baloochee ruler, 
425, 426 — and. from Sindh, 427 — rejects them, concerns with 
Jypoor, 429 — expedition into Bikaneer, 431 — arrangements 
on decease of Mohummud Shah Khan, 433 — proceeds to 
Joudhpoor and intrigues against Singce Induraj, 434, 435 — 
assassinates him and Raja Man Singh’s Gooroo, 437, 440 — 
operations against Shekhawut Chiefs, 443, 445 — advance to 
. Jypoor, 448 — siege and bombardment ofthe city, 449 to 452 — 
raises the siege at the Rana’s request, 453 — ravages Joudh- 
poor, 456 — lays seige to Madhoorajpoor, 459 — fasts in two 
storms, 459, 461 — treats with the British Government, '463 — 
meets General Ochterlony, 465 — ratifies hisVukeel’s treaty, 
466 — measures to execute it 467 to 470 — sends bis son to 
Dehlee, 480 — final settlement and employments at Tonk, 

.. 485, 4S6. 

Argam, battle of 196. 

Asdeonath PoNDiri Gooroo of Raja Man Singh of Joudhpoor, 
assassinated with Singee Induraj, 43f to 440. 

Assye, battle of, 194. 

B. 

Baee, of J uswunt Rao Holkur, see Toohee Baee. 

Baees, ofMahajeeSindheea, oppose the accession of DoulutRao, 
87 (Note) separate from him and fly to Oojein, 126— circum- 
vented and pillaged by Juswunt Rao Holkur, 127, 128. 

Bajee Rao, first of the name, succeeds his 'father as Peshwa, 
54 — invades Bundelkhund,55,56 — obtains Oojein andMalwa, 

57— approaches Dehlee, 58 — his death, 58. 

Bajee Rao, son of Rughoonath Rao, his accession, 89, 90 — rejects 
overtures from Juswunt Rao Holkur, 162, 174 — flies to Marh 
after the battle of Poona, 175 — to Bombay, and signs the 
treaty of Bassein, 180 — excites Mahrattas and others to rise 
against the English, 465, 474. 

Balajee Pundit, first Peshwa, 52 — his death, 64. 

Balajee, called Nanha, succeeds his father Bajee Rao as Peshwa, 

58 — dies of grief for the, disaster of Paneeput, 65. 

3 
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Bala Rao Inglja, Aroeer Klian’s first adventure with him 27— 
Ins proceedings against the Keechhee Rajpoots, 32 to 33— 
operations against ShujaeJpoor, 40-and Bhopal'42, 43,46- 
jnterferes to prevent the Ameer from plundering Jhansefe, 
1 19-empIoyed against J nswunt Rao Holkur, 150, aids in the 
extortions from Ambajee his brother, 270. 


^APOoSiNDHEEAjan odicerandrelationofDoulutRao.distinn-nish- 

cs himself in the battle of Bhopal, 46-in the battle of Beeo- 
with Hurnath Chela, 229--engaged with Ameer Khan in 
the attack, of a convoy at Bhurtpoor, 242— sent with the 
Ameer having Inglia in charge to Kota, 271— employed with 
Bala Rao Inglia’s troops as auxiliaries to Jy’poor against 
Jondhpoor, 326— intrigue .of, Ameer Khan to gain him, 
thwarted, 327 — breaks up from 'before Jondhpoor, 342— 
circumvented and sent out of Marwar by the Ameer, 349, 
350, 351, — marches to Jawudh, interview there with the Ameer, 
38S— relaliatcs on the Ameer for the plunder of one of bis 
villages, 456~his daughter married to the Ameer’s son, 485. 

'' Baptiste, Jean, son of Michael Filoze, commands a brigade of 
BouJut Rao Sindheea’s, 140— defeats a division of Holkuris 
troops under Nuwab Siiuliamut Jung, -210— employed with 
Bapoo Sindhcea against Joadbpoor, 350-rinduced by the 
Ameer to retire, 351. 


Bassein, (Busye) treaty of, concluded by Bajee Rao, 180. 

Benee Singh, commander of Nagpoor troops, sent to relieve 
Sagnr, 116— defeats the Ameer, 116, 117. 

- Bharuth Singh, a Chief of Jypoor, holding Madhoorajpoor, 
defies the Ameer, 458— holds out on siep for nine months, 
459 to 462— an arrangement patched up with him, 465. 


. Bheem Singh, Muha-Rana of Oodeepoor, 295— his daughter 
.. solicited by the Rajas of Joudlipoor and Jypoor, 296— 
quarrel with the former, 296, 29r-Ameer Khan’s interview 
with him, 398, 399-poisons his daughter, 400. 

■RtinnAx-PV SoNKURBuKHSHEE,an officer of Juswunt Rao Holknr, 
aWs his-esSpe from Nagpoor, 93-at the battle of Poona, 
167— employed against Colonel Monson, 219— deserts to the 

English, 268. 

established m power, 27, 28. j?ao Inglia 

Khan- and .Vuzeer -Mohurnmnd, 42, 43— Bala iiao & 
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■" oT)tains the forts, 43 — attacks the town, 46 — the Ameer in 
power, 47, 48 — resigns to Vuzeer Mohummad, >48 — See Vuzeer 
Molmmmud. 

Bhurtpoor, affairs of, 61, 63 — ^Bhao Bhasknr sent by Juswnnt 
Rao Holkur to negociate Avith the Raja, 223 — General Lake’s 

' arrival before it, 233 — siege, 230 to 249, 264, 265— the Raja 
makes peace with the English, 267. - 

Brow'nrigg, Major, an officer of Sindheea, 139 — mainly instru- 
mental in gaining the battle of Indor, 142, 143. 

Buhador Lal SiNGjt commands a bngade under Mohummud 
Shah Khan, 331 — detached to Meertha, 347 — made Raja, 
361 — detached to Oodeepoor, 396 — disobeys a summons 
from the Ameer, 40>2 — rejoins Mohummud Shah Khan, 402 — 
left to blockade Lawa, 411 — his troops mntinj% and march 
towards Bhurtpoor, 414 — brought back, defeat Chand Singh, 
416 — stationed in Jypoor, 419 — beats off Chand Singh, 420 — 
employed at the siege of Jypoor, 448, 449, and Madhooraj- 
poor, 458 — his guns given up and the brigade disbanded, 468. 

Bdlwont Rao Batrura, an officer of Doulut Rao Sindheea, 
134 — sent against Jnswunt Rao. Holkur, 135 — defeated at 
Oojein, 137, 138. 


c. 


Chand Singh, aThakoor or noble of Jypoor, 411 — takes the field 
and gains advantages over Mohummud Shah Khan, 414, 
415 — his affair with Buhadur Lal Singh, 416 — retires to Jy- 
poor on the Ameer’s arrival, 417 — attacks Lal Singh again, 
420 — expelled from Jypoor by intrigue, 422 — takes part in 
the defence of Jypoor, 448. . 

Chhutob Sal, Raja of Bundelkhund, invites Bajee Rao Peshwa, 
64, 55 — adopts him and divides his territory, assigning one 
fourth to Bajee Rao, 66 — bis sons quarrel after his death, 66. 

Chhutur Sal, Raja of Duttea, gives refuge to Lnkhwa Bada, 
132 — killed at the siege of Seonda, 132. 

Chhutur Singh, Koonivur, i. e. heir apparent of Joudhpoor, 
urges Ameer Khan to effect the ruin of Singee Induraj, 434 — 
administers affairs at Joudhpoor, 456, 460. 

Chimna Apa, brother of the first Bajee Rao Peshwa, acts in 
subordination to him, 54 — dies childless having adopted 
Suda-Sheeo-Rao Bhao, 58. 

Chimna Apa, son of Rughoonath Rao and brother of the second 
Bajee Rao Peshwa, 75 — attempted to be set up by Nanha 
Phurnuvees instead of Ms elder brother, 89. 
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Chjmxu Bimo, an officer of JaswanfRaoHoItriir 190 100 • , 
battle of Poona, 167--employed at Bliurtnoor 24 R ^ 

.Jml U,o Ameort opp.,y„ rtrpe^rihhV. SSf 

Mith Bajeo Rao, 180-commands a British army that marches 
from Jalnji to Seronj against the Ameer, 385— gives un fur- 
ther pttrsuit, 388. ' . . ’ B‘vcb upiur- 


D. 


Baua Shah Khan, Rusaladar of the Ameer, 305, 372, 377, 382— 
, concerned in a mutiny, 402— favored in a settlement with 
' Jypoor, 405— detached into Mewar, 406— killed in action at 
Kudunignrhec, 412. ■ ' 

^Dawf-s, Captain, commands a brigade of Doulut Rao Sindheea, 
153— employed against the Ameer in Kandes, 159— killed at 
. the battle of Poona, 173. 

y DeBoigne, Be.voit, refuses to entertain the Ameer, 14— his rise 
in Mahajce Sindheea's service and employments, 79, 81, 86. 

ilEEo,' battle of, 228— captured hy the English, 230— restored by 
• treaty to the Bhurtpoor Raja, 267. 


Dhokul StNGH, alleged posthumous son of Raja Bbeem Singb, 
of Jondhpoor, 311— his cause espoused by the Jypoor Raja, 
312— carried off from Nagor after Siwaee. Singh’s assassina- 
tion, 360. 

Dhi/kman Chela, raised to command in Holknr’s army by the 

' Ameer, SOO— usurps the entire aitthorhy, S8B~the Ameer 
takes the field against him, 390— delivered up -by his troops, 
394— and put to, death, 395. 

Donkin, Major-General Sir Rnfane, advances with an English 
division from Agra to Kota, 463. 


Doondee Khan, Zumeendar of Knmona, in the Dooab, under 
sieo-e relieved by the Ameer, 251— re-visited by him on re- 
’ turn ’261~on expulsion by the British obtains Hindoun from 
' the Ameer, 414— ejected again on settlement with Jypoor, 423. 


}ooRJVN Sal Keechhee, in possession of Seronj, 29-3n outlaw 
Aviih P-ifa ‘Jvsinffh, 30, 31~quarrel, 33— and reconciliation 
with him 35-ifriendly towards Mohummud Shah Khan, when 
dismSd% AmbajLlnglia, 238-Namdar Khan, Knreem 
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Khan Pindara’s lieutenant, made over to Mm by Ameer 
Khan, 410. ... 

Doulut Kao Sindheea, bis accession, 87 — intrigues against 
Nanha Phurnuvees, 89 — ruins and imprisons him, 90 — attacks 
and kills Mulhar Rao .Holkur, 90, 91 — proceedings against 
the Baees and Lukhwa Dada, 12G to 132 — sends a force 
against Jusxrunt Rao Holkur, 131 — follows, 140— and drives 
him out of Malwa, 140 to 150 — marches into the Dukhun 
after him, 184, 190 — settles his differences with Holkur, 192 — . 
defeated by General Wellesley^, 194 to 196 — makes peace 
with the English, 197 — advances towards Bhurtpoor to join. 
Holkur, 267— aids in extorting money from Ambajee Inglia, 
270 — further treaty with Lord Lake, 273 — ejects the Jypoor 
troops from Oodeepoor, 297 — his armies join Raja Jugut 
Singh against Joudhpoor, 312 — jealous of the Ameer’s being 
engaged by the former, 319 — orders succour to the Ghoosla 
when pressed by the Ameer, 385 — retires to Gwalior, 395, .396. 

Dudkenec, Chevalier, (called Hnjur Beg) serAung at Muheshur, 
opposes Holkur’s and Ameer Khan's designs thereon, 99 — his 
detachment defeated at Kusrod Ghat, 100 — abandons Muhe- 
shur', 101 — advances to recover it, 104— defeats Juswunt Rao, 
105— reduced for want of supplies, 109— takes service with 
Juswunt Rao, 110 — and is sent to Tonk, 111. 

Durveshes, Anecdotes of, 10, 23, 27. 

DuTTEA,^Raja, (Chhutursal) receives Lukhwa Dada when press- 
ed by Ambajee and Monsieur Perron, 131 — killed in the siege 
of Seonda which ensues, 132. 

B. 

Eeshitree Singh, Raja of Jypoor, bis accession, 58 — opposed by 
his brother Madhoo Singh, and the Mahrattas, 59 — poisons 
Keshoo Rao, is deposed, and himself swallows poison, 60. 

Eethul Rao, or Eetajee, full brother of Juswunt Rao Holkur, 
90 — his death, 174r~(Note). 

Elehinstone, the Honorable Mountstuart, opposed to Bajee Rao 
at Poona, 464 — effects his downfall, 470. 

F. 

Filoze, Colonel Michael, an officer in the service of Mahajee 
Sindheea with Doulut Rao, in the operations against General 
Wellesley, 193 — see Baptiste. 

Fraser, General, defeats Hurnath Chela at Deeg, 228, 229 — is 
killed in the battle, ^0. 

Forukhabad, Ahmed Khan Bungush, Nuwab of, his quarrel with 
the Lukhnou Nuwab, 60 — Mulhar Rao Holkur called in, 
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' will*® ‘J'e Chiefs; 61— Juswnnf R,„ 

226 -su;prfsSTere'^S 
Pvrnii Srwn MAKEEA,an officer of JaswuntRaoHolkar succesi- 

ful ogoinst Bajee Rao Pesliwa’s troops, 160— (Note) com- 
niapds the infantry at the battle of Poona, 165, 167— detected 
intriffuwg, and seized by the Ameer’s order, 185. 

Fyzooua Khan Bungush, an Afghan Officer in the Bhopal 
seivice, 23— sent by Ameer Khan against Bhilsa, 199— bis 
21 1— lakes a farm of Bhilsa, 234— 

AVjth the Ameer in flie Rdhilkhnnd expedition, 253 254 

urges a return to Bhurtpoor, 261— further services, 408— farms 
the revenues of Samhhur, &,c. 433, 453 — goes over to the Ene- 
lish, 463. 


G. 


Galna — K asliec Rao Holkur confined there, 119. 

• Gdolam Kadii! Khan, son of Zmbeta Khan, bis rise, 79— joins 
Ismael Beg and Ranu K ban, Sindheea's General, at Koomper, 
60— defeated, flies to Jlehlee, and is received by the king, 
80— discovers a correspondence with Mahajee Sindheea and 
puts out the King’s eyes, 81— driven out of JDehlee by Maha- 
jee’s troops, flies to Meerutb, 82 — is seized and executed, 83. 


Ghola.'IEE Khan, an oflicer of Ameer Khan’s, employed to ascer- 
tain .luswunt Rao Holkar’s condition, 95— advises breach of 
faith witli Ubhajee, of Sagur, 115 — left in command of the 
Ameer's troops, and defeated by Lukhwa Dada, 129 — a chan- 
nel for overtures from the Nizam, 187— employed by the 
- • Ameer as agent in Holk.ui’s camp, 204 — detached with a 

separate command into Kool, 220 — intrigues to supplant the 
Ameer, 234— ?ent to make submissions to him, 240— brings 
message from Raja Man Singh to the Ameer, 318— again, 323. 

Ghoosla, or Bboosla—see Rughoojee. 


Ghous Mohummud, son of Hyat Mohummud, Nuwab of Bhopal, 
obtains the rule on Cfaliotee Khan’s death, 20, 21 slights the 
Ameer, and Kaee Himmut Race, 22— courts the Ameer and 
sends him to relieve Hoshnngabad, 24— Mooreed Mohum- 
mud’s intrigue against hiin, 26j 27— succeeds, and be is im* 
prisoned, 29. .• 


Ghufoor Khan, called also Mohummud Gbufoor Khan, an offi- 
cer of the Ameer, 360, 363-created Nuwab Iftukharroo^ 
Doula, and left as the Ameer’s agent in Holkur s camp, 366 

rejoinsthe Ameer, being turned away ^ nnle 

390— left to manage the Jageer conferred by the Baee on the 
Ameer’s son, 395— KureemKhan- placed under a 
troops, 410— his intrigues in the Holkur .camp, 472, 473 
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makes terms for liimself with the English, and obtains 
Vnzeer-ood-DouIa's Jageer, 474, 475 — ^his conduct in the 

! battle of Muhedpoor, 477. 

! 

Golee Khan, a chief of the Bhopal family, 42— associated with 
Vnzeer Mohummud, 43. 

. Guja Koonwur, ex-Chief of Shnjaelpoor, intrigues against Ameer 
Khan at Holkuris Durbar, 121 — breeds ill-will between the 
chiefs, 122, 123 — insults the Ameer in Durbar, 124. 

Gunput Rao made Dewan upon Jnswunt Rao Holkur’s insanity 
being declared, 366 — seized by mutineers, 471 — Toolsee 
Baee betrays her affection for him, and procures his release, 
372 — seized and confined by the troops before the battle of 
Muhedpoor, 476. 

H. 

■l^ARDiNG, Captain, commands Holkuris infantry at the battle of 
Poona, 164 — (Note). 

Hessing, Major, an officer in Doulut Rao Sindheea’s sei^dce, 
134— sent against Juswnnt Rao Holkur, lS5~is defeated, 
137, 138 — surrenders Agra to Lord Lake, 203 — (Note). 

Holkur — rise of the first of the famil3', 53 — See JSluUiar Rao, 
Tulioojee, Kasliee Rao, Juswunt Rao, ^-c. |'c. 

Hoshungaead besieged by Nagpoor troops, 24 — Ameer sent from 
Bhopal to relieve the place, 24 — gets into the town, 25 — 
surrendered nevertheless, 26. 

Hurkath Chela, an officer of Juswunt Rao Holkur, 122, 142 — 
detadhed in command of the infantry to Deeg, while Holkur 
ravages tbe.Dooab, 225 — defeated by General Fraser there, 
228 to 230. 

Hyat Mohummud Khan, Nuwab of Bhopal, 20 — his son rules in 
his name, 20 to 24 — his Begum’ s ascendancy, 26— intrigues to 
restore him to power, 42 — Ameer Khan rules in his name, 
48 — transfers him to Vuzeer Mohummud, 48, 49. 


I. 

Inchorkur, (called Tinshorkur) a Mahratta Jageerdar of Kau- 
des, defeated by the Ameer, 153. 

Indor, granted by the first Bajee Rao to Mulhar Rao Holkur, 
57 — Juswunt Rao Holkur defeated there, 142, 143. 

Induraj, Singee, Bnkhshee of Jondbpoor, 317^ — surrenders the 
city, and raises the country towards Ajmeer against the 
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\iclory of Matllioorajpoor 339— ur-’-es affark nf fi 

Raja aiati Singh dissatisfied with him, 414-hS3 
Ameer and negociates peace with Jypoor, 421, 422— neo-o- 

at Jouuiipoor, 433— the Ameer plots his ruin, 435 asR.. 
causes him to he assassinated, 437 to 440. ' 

IXGLIA — see Amhnjcc and Sala Jiao, 


Ismael Beg Khan, in league with Joudhpoor, 14— joined by the 
Ameer, 16— his rise, 7G, 78— connected ivith Gbo/am Kadir 
SO — makes separate terms with Mahajee Sitidhcea, 82. ' 


J. 

p ' 

Jats — sec Bhurlpoor. 

Jeewa Dada, an Olficer of Mahajee Sindheea, employed against 
Gho/arn Kadir, 81 — left to administer affairs in Hiiidoostan, 
8G — in the action at Lafcheree svith^Tukoojee Holkur, 87. 


Jhansee threatened by the Ameer, but saved by Bala Rao 
Inglia, 119, 

Jokes, Major-General, commands the Bombay army, sent into 
Hindoostao, 237— joins Lord Lake, 264— commands a storm 
at Bhurtpoor, 265— cantoned at Took and Rarapoora, 273. 

Jones, Captaip, beats otf the Ameer near KaJpee, 209. 


JonnilPOOit, affairs of, GO, 85, 296, 315, 456, 460~the Ameer takes 
service there, 14— .Tyapa Sindheea’s expedition against it, 
66— besieged by Raja Jngut Singh, of Jypoot, 317— Ameer . 
Khan’s journeys thither, 315, 344, 360, 412, 434— see Man 
Singh. 


JOBi’EPOOR occupied by the Ameer, 372— abandoned, 375. 

JUGVT SiNCH, :Raja of. Jypoor, enamoured of the Oodeepoor 
Princess, 296— receives the Ameer and settles for the Holkur 
tribute, 300— declares war against Raja Man Singh, of Joudh- 
noor on account of the Princess, 304— takes the field with 
an immense army, 312-Man Singh retires before him, 315- 
invests Joudhpoor, 317— takes the city and lays siege to the 
foit 318— slights the Ameer who separates his troops, 321— 
detaches a force after him, 325— on its defeat breaks up from 

. Joudhpoor, 341-and retires precipitately to Jj'POor, 343- 

couductat the siege and bombardment of his capital, 451,45— 

TiiMSHVED Khan, Rusaladar of Afghans, in the 'peer’s service, 
j57-conduct at the battle of Poona, 168, 169-serves with 
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the Ameer in Bundelkhund, 205— and at Bhurtpoor, 243 — 

and in Rohilkhnnd, 256, 257 — escapes thence with him, 261 

engaged in a mutiny at Joudhpoor, 314— again, and quits the 
Ameer’s service, 346— serves under him in the expedition 
against Nagpoor, 372— negociates with Sidq TJlee Khan, 
373 — insubordinate conduct, 374 — left in command in Me- 
war, 401 — mutinies against Mohummud Shah Khan, 407 — 
employed-in the Shekhawatee country, 431 — ^worsted there, 
443— succoured by the Ameer, 444 — employed in the siege of 
Jypoor, 448, 450 — ditto of Madhoorajpoor, 458 — asserts inde- 
pendence, and refuses his guns to the British, dOO—yields on 
compulsion, 470. 

JoNKOOJEE SiNDHEEA, his tise, 53, 54 — fsee Note at page 53J 
killed at Raneeput, 63. 

JuswuNT Kao Holkur, natural son of Tukoojee Holkur, 90 — 
escapes from the attack of Mulhar Kao, but is seized and 
confined at Nagpoor, 91 — escapes, 93 — first adventures, 
94, 95 — joined by Ameer Khan, 97 — operations to the taking 
of Muheshur, 97 to 102 — driven out again, 105 to lOS — Du- 
drenec comes over and restores if, 109 — ioses an eye, 1 10 — 
hears of the Ameer’s defeat atSagur, 113— conceives jealousy 
of him, 121 — meditates treachery against him, 122, 123 — 
reconciliation, 125— circumvents, 127 — and plunders Maha- 
jee’s widows, 128 — acts against Lukhwa Dada who gives 
them refuge, 130— defeats Major Hessing and Bulwunt Rao 
Batkura at Oojein, 136, 138 — ^is defeated at Indor, 142, 144 — 
and driven out of Malwa, 150 — enters Kandes, 152 — march 
on Poona, 152 — gains the battle of Poona, 162 to 172 — re- 
tires from Poona, 184— settles his quarrel with Sindheea, 
192 — marches towards Hindoostan, 202, 212 — surprises Cap- 
tain Lucan, 215— and surrounds and harasses Colonel Mon- 
son’s retreat, 217 to 221 — harasses Lord Lake's march to 
Dehlee, 223 to 225 — incursion into the Dooab, 226— routed at 
Futehgurh, 227— retires to Bhurtpoor, 231 — gets away with 
loss on the Raja’s making terms with Lord Lake, 268 — extorts 
money from Ambajee Inglia, 270 — moves towards the Punjab, 
275 — deceives the Puteeala Raja, 276 — intrigues at Labor, 
277 — signs peace with the English, 280 to 285 — ill-treated by 
mutineers, 289 — suspicions and designs against the Ameer, 
292 — ^intrigues at Pookur, 300— poisons Khundeefeo, 307 — 
interview with the Ameer, 308 — puts to death Kashee Rao, 
364 — falls insane, 365 — his death, 406. 

JuwAHUR SiN'GH, Raja of Bhurtpoor, son and successor of Sooruj 
Mul, 64 — aided by Mulhar Rao Holkur, takes Agra, 65. 

Jyapa Sindheea, son of Ranojee, attacks Joudhpoor, 66 — assas- 
sinated by Raja Bijye Singh, 67 — f see Notes at pages 53 and 
66, for doubts as to his parentage ). 

Jypoor — ^Eeshuree Singh succeeds Siwaee Jysingh as Raja, 58 — 
Madhoo Singh calls in the Mahrattas, 59 — and succeeds on 

3 Q 
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Eesliurec Singli’s taking poison, 60-Purtab Singli Raia- 77 
defeats Mabajee Sindbeca, 78-- ill-will aa-ainsfiliP ii ~ 
84-its tribute, the cause of quarre betS Jo^ 
kur and Sindbeea’s Officers .f t 

‘1’® Oodeepoor Princess, 304 to 344-Amelr 
Klmn s concern wnb, 338, 405, 415, 419, 422, 429, 448-^6^ 
sieged and bombarded by bim, 448 to 453-Raja Jiigut Sineh 
succeeded by a posthumous son, 484, ® 

KaffJ'oogurh, an exile, living by 
plunder, 30— joined by Ameer Kban, their adventures, 3) to 
3o makes terms with BalaRao Iiiglia, 35 — treacherous con- 
duct towards the Ameer, 36. 

K. 


Kalpee plundered by the Ameer, 20S. 

Kashee Rao HoLKun, cldcstson of Tukoojee, succeeds his father 
as bead of the family,- 90— with Doulnt Rao Sindheea’s aid 
surprises and kills bis brother Mulhar Rao, 91— deserted by 
bis troops, and imprisoned by Juswunt Rao, 119— put to 
death, 364. 


Keshoo Rao Khutree, agent of the OodeepoorRana, withMul- 
bar Rao Holkur, 59— poisoned by Eeshuree Singh, of Jy- 
poor, 59. 

Kiietree, in the Shekhawatee Country, Ameer Khan serves Raja 
Rhag Singh there, 14. 


Khundee Raq Holkur, son of Maihar Rao, killed at Koomber, 
64— his w’idow Ahleea Race adopts Tukoojee Holkur, 68. 


Khundee Rao Holkur, son of Mulhar Rao, killed at Poona, a 
child. sent to Aseergurli, 91 — Juswunt Rao procures his 
release, 191 — taken as a hostage by mutineers, 290— poison- 
ed by Juswunt Rao, 307. 

Khyrat Museeh, of European descent, in the Jypoor service, 
330 — carries off bis corps unbroken at the battle of Madhoo- 
rajpoor, 337. 


Kishen Koomarbe, Priucessof Oodeepoor, sought in marriage by 
the Rajas of Joudhpoor and Jypoor, 295, 296— Ameer Khan 
advises her father to put her to death, 399— heroic conduct 
in taking poison, 400. 

Kureem Khan Findara serves with the armies of Donlut Rao 
Si^dheea, 140, 147-detached with Sudasheeo Rao into the 
Rukhun, 150-collects troops, is defeated ^nd takes refug 
with Ameer Khan, 407-committcd to Ghufoor K^ns custody 
at Bhanpoora, 410-escapes from the defeat 
479_submits and accepts a Jageer in Gourukpoor, 47 . 
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Kcrcm Deex Kha.\, Ibe A.meei's talf brother, joins Mm, 19 — 
exerts himself to defend the Ameer against the Keechhees,. 
36— sent to Bhopal to recruit, 39 — effects the passage of the 
Nnrbuda, 98— left -nith Jnswnnt Rao Holkur, while tho 
Ameer proceeds against Sagnr, 112 — brings timely succour 
after the Ameer’s defeat by the Nagpoor army, 118 — punishes 
the mutinous Afghans, 118 — killed in attempting to save 
Shujaelpoor from pillage, 120. 

L. 

Lake, General, Lord, takes the field in Hindoostan, his successes, 
202, 203 — marches against Juswnnt Rao Holkur, 212 — halts 
at Lal-Sonth, sending on Colonel Monson, 213 — again ad- 
vances to repair the disasters of his retreat, 222 — his march 
from Agra to Dehlee, 223and 224 — pursues Holkur into the 
Dooab, 226 — surprises him atFutehgurb, 227, 228 — marches to 
Deeg, 230 — captures it and proceeds to Bhurtpoor, 230, 233 — 
makes offers to Ameer Khan, 235— fails in the storm of 
Bhurtpoor, 240, 242 — operations before the place, 249 — 
joined by General Jones and fresh storm resolved upon, 264— ^ 
fails, 265 — makes terras with the Raja, 266,267 — dispositions 
afterwards, 273 — follows Holkur to the Punjab, 278 — con- 
cludes peace with Mm, 282. 

I 

Lakheree Ghat, defeat of Tukoojee Holkur there, in 1793, 87. 

Lucax, Captain, commanding a corps of British irregular horse, 
employed with Colonel Monson, 213— attacked and killed by 
Juswunt Rao Holkur, 216, 217. 

Luchhmun Rao, Jageerdar of Mubeeputpoor, sent against the 
Keechhee outlaws, 30— defeated and slain, 31. 

“'/Lukhwa Dada, Ameer Khan’s first adventure with Mm, 27 — 
employed with him, 27 — employ'ed against Gholam Kadir fay 
Mahajee Sindheea, 81 — engaged in the affair with Tukoojee 
Holkur at Lakheree, 87 — takes part with the Baees of Ma- 
hajee Sindheea against Doulut Rao, 128— defeats Ameer 
Khan’s army, 129— besieged in Shabjehanpoor by the Ameer, 
Holkur, and Ambajee Inglia, ISO — allowed by the first named 
to escape, 131 — flies to Seonda in Buttea, 132 — is besieged 
there by Ambajee and Perron, 132. 


M. 


Madhoorajpoor, in the Jypoor territory, besieged by Ameer 
Khan for nine months, 458 to 461. 

Madhoo Rao Peshwa, second son of Balajee the second, succeeds 
his father, 65 — his death, 68. 

Madhoo Rao Nurayun, posthumous son of Nuraynn Rao, 74 — 
made Peshwa, 74— makes war onthe Nizam, 88— Ms death, 89. 



500 


index. 


MADHooSiNGU. jRaja of Jypoor, disputes the succession 
Ecshuree Singh 69-raised to the Musnud by S w it 

Mahajee Sindheea, natural son of Eanojee, succeeds as head of 
fto family, by support ofNanha Pburnavees, (J8— sent ao-ainst 
Puthurgurh, C9-subdues the party of Manajee Phatfcura 
/2-iiiakes peace ivith the English, 75-rccovers Gwalior and 
Gohud, /6-iiivitcdto Hindoostan, 77-faiIs against Jypoor, 
78-farther reverses, 79-rcsuraes the offensive, 80-sends a 
force to Dchlec against Gholam Kadir, 8t, 82-subdues and 
cxccnlcs Lim, 83 — sends BeBoigne against Joudbpoor 85— 
and recovers Ajmeer, 85-returns to the Pukhun and dies 
’ there, 87. 


Malcolm, General Sir John, advances with Sir Thomas Hislop 
against Holkur’s Troops, 463— intrigues with Ghufoor Khan! 
474— gains tlic battle of Mabedpoor, 477— makes peace with 
Holkur 478. 


Man Singh, Raja of Joudbpoor, claims the hand of the Oodee- 
poor Princess, betrothed to his predecessor in the Raj, 235— 
the Rana promises her to the Jypoor Raja, 296~enn)ity of 
the rival Chiefs, their measures and intrigues, 297, 298— his 
interview with Holkur, whose family he had received during 
the English war, 299 — war declared between Jypoor and 
Joudbpoor, 304 — Man Singh tries to gain Ameer Khan, 306, 
807— deserted by his army at Purbutsir, 314— flies to Joudh- 
poor, 315— retires to the fort and stands a siege, 318— gains 
the Ameer, 323— is relieved by his victory at Madboorajpoor, 
344 — quells a meeting of the Ameer’s troops, 346— interview 
with the Ameer after Siwaee Singh's assassination, 361— 
fresh terms adjusted with the Ameer, 401 — reception of the 
Ameer, 413 — negociations for peace with J)'poor commenced, 
421 — concluded, and interview of ManSingh with RajaJugut 
Singh, 423 — Intrigues of Kcoswur Chhutur Singh, &c. 
against him, 433 — retires from affairs bn the assassination of 

. , Singee Induraj and his Gooroo, 440. 

Manajee Phatkoiia, said to be legitimate heir of the Siudheeas, 
gS supported by Rughoonath Peshwa, 71— his party defeat- 

ed by Mahajee, 72. 


Maiih, in theKonkun, Bajee Rao, retires thitherafter the battle 
of Poona, 175 — surrendered to Ameer Khan, 1/9. 


TW PPn7A Sabir Beg commands a corps in the Jypoor service, 333, 
SnS in personal combat with the Ameer, 334, 335. 

Mehtab Khan, Colonel, commands a brigade of Ameer Khan’^ 

332 414 415, 433, employed ID Sbekhawatee, 419, 420 

Scefv^lhe title of Rosbun-iod-Doula^ 455-attBcked by 
, Hunwiint Singh Chela, defeats him, 446 -eropIoyed against 
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Jypoor, 449— stationed atHindonn,465— Hs guns surrendered 
and the brigade disbanded, 468. 

Metcalfe, Mr. now Sir C. T., with General Smith, in Eohil- 
khund, 234 — deputed to the Camp of Juswunt Eao Holkur 
by Lord Lake, 284 — retires satisfied, 288 — concludes Treaty 
atDehlee with the Ameers agent, 463 — alleged farther pro- 
mises an d assurances, 466 — receives with attention the Ameer^ s 
son, 481— succeeded in office by SirD. Ochterlony, 482. 

Misur Sheeokuf.atcn, ex-ministerofJypoor, intrigues to restore 
him, 421 — summoned hy the Ameer on account of Nuzurana 
promised, 428— settles the claim, 429. 

Mohdmmud AvazKhax, Rusaladar in the Jypoor service, Ameer 
Khan marries his daughter, 301 — sent to negociate with the 
Ameer, 330 — gets a Jageer from Raja Man Singh, 347 — his 
tent resorted to by assassins, 354 — employed in Kooroo, 363 
' — disagrees with Colonel Mohun Singh, and comes to the 
Ameer to complain, 396 — appointed to command Mohun 
Singh’sBrigade,409 — employedagainst Jypoor, 410 — attempt 
on his life atKishengurh, 415. 

Mohummud Shah Khak, a Puthan Soldier, his first promotion, 
112— further confidential employ, 120 — sent to dig for trea- 
sure, 154 — created Colonel and placed in command of a 
Brigade, 180— left at Koorwaee Bbourasa while the Ameer 
invades Bundelkhund, 204— rejoined by the Ameer, 210 — 
placed with a Brigade and the Ameer's family in charge at 
Ambajee Inglia's disposal, 237— obliged to shift for himself, 
238 — dismissed from Doulut Rao Sindheea’s service, 273 — 
< sent by the Ameer to Seronj, 275 — summoned to take part 
in operations against Jypoor, 321 — battle of Madhoorajpoor, 
332 to 357 — employed to inveigle Siwaee Singh, 352 — gives 
his oath against treachery being intended, 353 — brings Siwaee 
Singh to the interview at which he is assassinated, 357, 358 — 
re-called from Joudhpoor, 401 — releases Ameer Khan from 
Dbuma, 403 — is himself subjected to it, 407 — besieges Lawa, 
406, 410 — ^worsted and shut up in the fort of Tonk by Chand 
Singh, 415— relieved, 416 — detached in command atHindoun, 
419 — opposes the Ameer's designs on Kabool and Sindh, 
426 — masters and occupies Meertha in Joudhpoor, 430 — falls 
sick and dies, 432. 

Mohun SixGH, an officer ..of the Ameer’s infantry, raised to the 
rank of Colonel, and left in command in Kooroo, 361 — 
quarrels with Llohummud Ayaz Khan, and complains, 396 — 
entertained by Raja Bishun Singh, of Boondee, 401 — employ- 
ed with the Ameer, 403, 404— the troops excited to mutiny 
against him, 408— resigns,' his brigade given to Mohummud 
. Ayaz Khan, 409. 

Monson, Colonel, sent by Lord Lake against Juswunt Rao Hol- 
knr, 212 — advances into Kotah, 214 — retires on Holkur’s 
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approacli, SlS—disastcrs 
commands under General 
(Note). 


^ his retreat to Agra, 217 to 220— 
Fraser at the battle of Beeg, 229- 


Moonuwur Khan, a connexion of the Ameer by marria»-e, 321- 
appointed Amil of Seronj, 321-retires, but is surprised by 
Colonel Close, 388-snperceded,_ and sent for to camp, his 
services there, 418, 419 — re-appointed to Seronj, 440. 


^^^^ 204^258 253-his proceedings there. 


Mooreed Mohumjiud Khan obtains authority in Bhopal, 26 28 

invites Ameer Khan, 42— surrenders the forts to Bala Rao 
Inglia, 43— death, 44~-(Notc). 

MoosHEER-oot-MootK, minister of the Kizam at Hydurabad, 
166— his overture and intrigue with Ameer Khan, \87, 188. 

MuiiEDrooR, battle of, 477, 478. 

Muheshur granted to Mulhar Rao Holkur, 57— occupied by 
Jusirnnt Rao, lOI-^abandoned to Chevalier Dudrenec, 108 — 
rc-(akcn, 110— Juswunt Rao remains there, pending Sin- 
dheca's campaign against Sir A. Wellesley, 192, 198. 


Mulhar Rao Holkur, his rise, 53— obtains Muhesbur and Indor 
in Jageer, 57— acf.s against Jypoor, 69— ditto Furukbabad, 
GO, Gl— escapes front the battle of Paneeput, 63— attacks 
Bliurtpoor and loses bis son, 64— recovers Took, &e. from 
Jypoor, 65 — again, 67— dies near Jaloun, inBundelklmnd, 68. 


Munsoor Ulee Khan, of Lukbnou, opposes Bajee Bao’s passage 
of the Jumna, 57— quarrels with the Nuwab of Furufchabad, 
GO— calls in Alulbar Rao Holkur, 01. 

Murdun Singh, Raja of Gurrakota and Mnndela, 235— joins the 
Ameer in operations against the Ghoosla, 370— pressed by 
Nagpoor troops, is succoured by the Ameer, 41 

N. 


Nagoo Pundit, an officer of- Holkar's, acts with the Ameer in 
Kandes, 155 to 158.. , . . 


^AMDAR Khan Pindara enters the Jypoor service with Ameer 
Khan, 307 — introduced by Ameer Khan to Sal 

’ Kcecbliee, 409— and sent to act with him against Doulut Rao 
Sindheea, 410, . ' 

lANHA-name given to Balajee Peshwa, son of Bajee Rao, 58. 
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Rao, 69 — supports Maliajee Sindheea, 72 — sets up a posthu- 
mous child of Nurayun Rao Peshwa, 73— and contrives the 
deposition of Rughoonath, 74, 75 — supports Doulut Rao 
Sindheea as successor to Mahajee, 87 — Bajee Rao intrigues 
against him, 89 — and aided by Doulut Rao Sindheea, effects 
his ruin, 90. 

Nurayun Rao Peshwa, brother of Madhoo Rao, his accession 
opposed by Rughoonath Rao, his uncle, 68 — supplants him, 
69 — assassinated, 70 — his widow deelared pregnant, 73. 

Nurunjun Lal, Ameer Khan’s Vukeel atDehlee, 462 — concludes 
a preliminary treaty with the British Government, 463— 
confronted with Sir D. Ochterlony to prove further pro- 
niises, 466. 

o. 

Ochterlony, Major General Sir David, besieged at Dehlee by 
Holkur’s army, 223 — advances against the Ameer, 463 — 
interview and delivery of the ratified treaty, 466 — obtains 
the guns of the brigades, 468 — reduces Jumsheed Khan to 
submission, 469 — made Resident at Dehlee, 482 — visits Ajmeer 
with the Ameer, 482 — sends back the Ameer^s son from Dehlee, 
484 — visit to Tonk, 485. 

OoDEEPooR, Madhoo Singh of Jypoor, finds refuge and support 
there against Eeshuree Singh, 59 — Ambajee Inglia left Sooba- 
dar there by Mahajee Sindheea, 86 . — see Bheein Singh Mulia- 
rana. 

OojEiN conferred on Sindheea, 57 — battle there gained by Jnswunt 
Rao over Major Hessing, 137. 

P. 

Paneeput, great defeat of the Mahrattas there, 62, 63. 

Perron, General, an officer in Mahajee Sindheea’s service, 86 — 
employed by Doulut Rao against Lukhwa Dada, 131 — yields 
Hindoostan to Lord Lake, 203. 

Pindaras employed by Doulut Rao Sindheea, 134, 140, 147 — 
and by Juswunt Rao Holkur in their wars in Malwa, 149 — 
Cheetoo and Kurecm Khan sent with Suda Sheeo Rao into the 
Dukhun by the former, 153 — a party accompany the Ameer 
into Bundelkhund, 206 — with Holkur in Colonel Monson’s 
retreat, 216 — Kadir Bukhsh and Ramzan Khan aceompany 
the Ameer to Bhurtpoor, 236 — and into Rohilkhnnd, 256, 
259— join the Ameer on the side of Jypoor, 307— join in the 
operations against Nagpoor, 369, 372 — ravage the Ghoosla 
territories, 385— their activity in operations against Dhurman 
Chela, 391, 392. 

Popham, (Major) his capture of Gwalior, 75. 
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Poona, capital of the Maliratta empire, 52— battle of o-ainpdw 

*^4-his proceediW fce ml 

retaken for Bajee JRao by General Sir A. WcHesley, 18G, 
PuTEEALA, Raja and Ranee there quarrellinf?, 276-HoIknr 

arrives and deceives both, 276. » o. noiknr 

PtiTHANs, Afghans, when called so, 5— see Afghans. 


R. 

Raee CnoND Dewan, of Jypoor, bis views in commencing war 
with Joudhpoor, 311, 312— slights the Ameer, 319, advises 
retreat to Jypoor, 341— escapes w ith the Raja, 343. 


Raee Data Raji, son of Raee Himmut Raee, enters the Ameer's 
service as Moonshee, 306 — sent to Joudhpoor to realize 
Hoondees, 406— made over as a hostage to mutineers, 408— 
relca.scd by them and employed at Kota, 411, 412— left at 
Joudhpoor, 417 — employed at Jypoor, 422 — negociates a 
money payment on surrendering Hindoun, 428— also Misnr 
Shcconur.ayun’s Nuzurana, 429— sent to Joudhpoor, 432— 
conversation with the Ameer, 436— again deputed to Jondh- 
popr for mpney, 456— succeeds in obtaining it, 46i)-rdepoted 
to Sir D. Ocliterloiiy, 465— and to the Governor General 
470— advises the Ameer to meet SirPavid at Ajroeer, 482 — 
remains as Agent to ncgociate, 483— settles for the Ameer's 
son's return with a pension, 484. 


Raee Himmut Raee, ex-Dewan of Bhopal, 21— re-employed, 
resigns 22— imprisoned, escapes to Seronj, 29— joins Goiee 
Khan, 42— employed at Bhursea, 44-;seut as the Ameer’s 
Vukeel with Holkur, 121 — employed in .settling terms with 
Holkur after bis peace with the English, 282, 286— left as 
Agent at Jypoor, 301 — sent to urge money claims against 
Raja Jugut Singli at Joudhpoor, 320, 322 — Jageer conferred 
on him by' Raja Man Singh, 347— employed to entice Siwaee 
Singh to the interview at which he was killed, 357 sent to 
Jypoor to realize claims, 363 — falls sick at Joudhpoor, 417 
bis death mentioned, 422. 


R,U Rana— fee •Zhf/ni'&ny//. 

Rohiekhund, birth place of the Ameer, 8, S-his' incursion into, 
24910 261. 

Roghoojee Bhoosla, or Gboosla, aids Bughoonath Rao in the 
attack of Nizam Ulee, 72— also Nurayun Bao, 88— returns 
to Nagpoo? after the battle of ICurdla, 89-umtes with 

Doulut Bao Sindheea and marches towards the Rukbm 

azainst Holkur, 184— embroiled with the English, 191 
makes tfrms with Juswunt Bao, 192-Ins conduct at J e 
battle of Assye, 195— ditto at Argam, 196-mnkes 
the English/ 197— Ameer Khan’s e.xpeditton against him. 



1J\DEX: 


507 


139 to 141 — gains the battle of Indor, 143, 144 — adTances 
to join Holknr at Blinrtpoor, 26S — intrigues -with the Ameer 
at Joudhpoor, 324 — leaves the Jypoor camp with him, 325 — 
part}' to bis subsequent proceedings, 329— in the battle of 
iladfaoorajpoor, 333. 


T. 

Taloot, (Saul) the ancestor of the Afghans, 2, 4. 

Taxteea Jog, employed in a subordinate capacity in the ministry 
formed on Juswnnt Rao Holknr falling insane, 366 — employ- 
ed by Toolsee Baee to seize Bala Ram Seth, 472 — seized by 
the troops, 476. 

Tanteea Aleekur, an ofScer of Juswnnt Rao's court, 184 — flies 
to Kota on an attempt to seize him, 471. 

Toolsee Baee, ^ridow of Jnswunt Rao Holknr, applies to Ameer 
Khan for relief from Dhnrman Chela, 386 — disavows the 
Chela to the troops, who imprison and put him to' deatli, 
394, 395 — poisons Meena Baee, 471 — betrays her love for 
Gunput Rao, and pots to death Bala Ram Seth, 472 — deserted 
by the infantry battalions and Ghufoor Khan, 473 — recon- 
ciliation, she declares for Bajee Rao, 474 — marches to 
Mnhedpoor, 475 — put to death by Hnree Holkur, 476. 

Tckoojee Holkur, adopted by Ahleea Baee, as successor to Mnl- 
har Rao, 68— associated in Mahajee Sindheea’s operations in 
Hindoostan, 86— defeated by bis Generals at Lakheree Ghat, 
87 — at the battle of Kurdla, in the Dukhan, 8S — his death, 90. 

■ U. 

Umrit Rao, adopted son of Rughoonath Rao, placed on the 
Peshwa’s Gnddee by Jnswunt Rao Holkur, 175— demands of 
Holknr upon him, 176, 181 — accepts a stipend from the Bri- 
tish Government, further notice of him, 186 — (Note). 


V. 


Yuzeer Mohcmmud, of Bhopal, his rise, 42, 43, 45— is worsted in 
action with Bala Rao Inglia, 46 — the Ameer supplants, and 
then resigns in his favor, 48, 49— joins in the Ameer’s expe- 
dition against the Nagpoor Raja, 380— dissuades from an 
attack on Sidq Ulee Khan ■\.hich fails, 381 — his conduct in 
the action, 383 — Namdar Khan recommended to Mm by the 
Ameer, 410. 

Vuzeer-ood-Doola Mohummud VtJZEER Khax, the title and 
name of Ameer Khan’s eldest son, his birth, 339— sent for to 
Gurakota, 371 — ditto to Oodeepoor, 397 — Jageers conferred 
on him by Raja Man Singh, 347 — by Toolsee Baee, 395— sent 
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to Shccrgarh, 404, 441— affianced to a dauglitcr ofSapoo 
Sindbeea, 456~required by the British Government to reside 
at Dehicc, 480— his reception there, 481, 463— returns pen- 
sioned, 484— bis marriage celebrated, 485. 

w. 

Wellbsley, General Sir A., now Duke of Wellington, advances 
on Poona after the treaty bf-Bassein, 181— occupies the city, 
186— gains the battle of Assye, (Phoolmuree) 194— ditto of 
Argain, 196— concludes peace with Sindbeea and the Ghoos- 
la, 197. 

WlswAs Rao, son of Balajee Pesinva, 53, 61— sent with Suda 
Sheeo Rao Bhao into Hindoostan, 62— killed at Paneeput, 63. 

Y. 

Yoosuf Khan, Rusaladar in Nujuf Koolee Khan's service, 
receives the Ameer as Chela, 14 — the Ameer leayes him, 15. 

z. 


Zauji Singh, Raj-Rana ofKota, bis ambiguous conduct towards 
Colonel Monsan, 217— receives and gives refuge to Ameer 
Khau’s family, 238— obtains his aid in expelling Pindaras, 
271' — his interviews with the Ameer, S06, 409 — advises the 
seizure of Kureem IChan, 407— mediates a'reconciliation of 
parties in Holkur’s camp, 473. 


THE END. 


From Oie Jieitgnl 


mmary Orfian Fmi, 


hn G. B. Bu/lmann. 



